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“This sea that bares her 
bosom to the moon;

The winds that will be 
howling at all hours,

And are up-gather'd now 
like sleeping flowers;

For this, for everything, 
we are out of tune;
It moves us not.—” 

‘The World’ 
by William Wordsworth

For me, the best thing about 
living in Gateshead has 
always been its location.  As 
long as you have a raincoat 
and a couple of pounds for 
the bus, you’re never too far 
away from the countryside of 
Northumberland, which is not 
only enchanting in its ancient 
history, but clean-aired and 
good for the lungs.  Having 
developed such a love for our 
local landscapes, it came as an 
unpleasant surprise to learn that 
the government, as outlined in 
the Queen’s last speech before 
next year’s general election, 
is striving to permit fracking 
companies to drill underneath 
the homes of the public without 
the individuals’ consent.  
Whilst the Prime Minister is 
prizing fracking – the process 
of drilling into the ground in 
order to extract natural gas – 
as the resolution for the UK’s 
energy issues, the truth of the 
matter remains: during the 
process, methane gas and toxic 
chemicals contaminate nearby 
water supplies, and harmful 
volatile organic compounds 
pollute the air, cause acid rain 
and corrode the ozone layer.  
Anti-fracking protests this May 
turned to what one newspaper 

described as “violence and 
intimidation”, demonstrating 
the extremity of public opinion.

The coalition’s support of 
the fracking industry and 
their abandonment of a 
previous pledge to make all 
new homes “zero-carbon” 
by 2016 are indicative of a 
country which cares more 
about its revenue than the 
state of its environment.  As if 
to emphasise the backwards 
direction in which these policies 
are to drag us, shortly after the 
Queen delivered her speech, 
President Obama announced 
plans to cut US carbon-
pollution by 25%: he has 
pledged to reduce the damage 
caused by power plants, which 
are responsible for 40% of the 
country’s emissions.  How is 
it that a nation as powerful 
and internationally influential 
as America has still managed 
to keep hold of its principles 
whilst we find ourselves 
forgetting ours as soon as the 
going gets tough?  It appears 
that the cautionary verses of 
William Wordsworth have been 
obscured beneath layers of dust 
– two centuries later and we 
still obstinately value “getting 
and spending” over the natural 

beauty with which our country 
is adorned.

It’s easy to feel insignificant 
when discussing issues like 
these.  How can we, as relatively 
tiny organisms populating the 
face of the Earth, influence 
something as vast as the 
environment?  Whilst the little 
things such as turning off 
the tap while brushing your 
teeth and ensuring that the 
lights are all turned off before 
leaving the house are not to be 
forgotten, what is demanded 
of us now is an active stance 
against the attempts of some 
to jeopardise the existence of 
our countryside.  Get involved 
with a nearby litter-pick or 
buy more local produce to cut 
your carbon footprint.  On a 
broader scale, keen scientists 
may want to look into a degree 
in Environmental Science: a 
field which has produced the 
innovators of renewable energy 
resources like wind turbines 
and hydrological dams.  The 
most important thing to do is 
it to remain informed; being 
educated about the future of 
our world is the only way to 
ensure that it is bright.

Mary Winn 12 Moss
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I’ve been a fan of the Eurovision 
Song Contest for as long as 
I can remember - hosting 
Eurovision parties, searching 
for Eurovision artists in foreign 
CD shops and conspiring over 
potential political voting - so 
much so, that I decided to write 
a blog dedicated to Eurovision 
and since then it has become 
the world’s most visited 
Eurovision website, with tens of 
thousands of fans from across 
the world.

Last year, I was overwhelmed 
to find out I had been invited 
to this year’s host city of 
Copenhagen, Denmark, to 
attend Eurovision as a blogger, 
interviewing singers, meeting 
members of the press and, of 
course, standing in the exclusive 
zone in both the semi-finals and 
final of the contest.  Watching 
Eurovision in the arena and 
waving the British flag had 
always been on my bucket list.  
However, I’d never expected, at 
such a young age, to receive an 
exclusive invitation with access 
to backstage gossip and the 
‘EuroClub’, usually limited to 
artists.

On arrival, my journalism 
skills were put to the test.  As I 
walked along the picturesque 
Danish streets, Eurovision 
singers whom I was expected 
to chase, greet and interview 
seemed to pop out of every 
corner.  But I was under 
pressure to type up articles 
and upload videos quickly, as 
bloggers from rival Eurovision 
sites were everywhere.  I spent 
the craziest week of organised 
chaos in Copenhagen, with 
sightseeing bottom of the list, 
as collaborations with other 
bloggers and press releases 
were arriving at the drop of a 
hat.

A personal highlight was 
conducting a brief conversation 
with France’s representatives 
‘Twin Twin’ before an exclusive 
viewing of their rehearsal 
for an upcoming concert.  I 
spoke only in French, which 

stretched my language skills to 
the limit!  I enjoyed chatting 
with Hungary’s Andras Kallay 
Saunders after his impressive 
top-five finish, his humility 
and gratitude evident.  The 
enthusiastic attitudes from 
singers like Tijana Dapcevic 
from FYR Macedonia after 
failing to qualify for the Grand 
Final was something never 
shown on TV, but omnipresent 
throughout the later days.

Copenhagen was a unique 
experience that I will never 
forget.  The week was more 
than everything I had hoped it 
would be, and the atmosphere 
when watching my country’s 
representative sing for Europe 
was indescribable.  I couldn’t 
be happier for Austria and 
Conchita Wurst’s win.  Her 
acceptance speech and final 
performance mixed with falling 
gold confetti in my hair reduced 
me to tears.  I trust Vienna will 
be an amazing host and Europe 
will celebrate Eurovision’s 2015 
Diamond Jubilee with all the 
love and happiness I witnessed 
this year.  It’s just a shame I’ll 
be sitting my GCSEs when it’s 
happening!

Katie Wilson 10 Ogborn
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A trip to London’s Young Vic 
during May half-term proved 
a fitting farewell to A Level 
Drama and to Miss Taylor.  The 
group was in buoyant spirits 
and everyone was very 
excited to see ‘A View 
from the Bridge’ starring 
Mark Strong and Nicola Walker.  
After fulfilling a lifelong dream 
of visiting Platform 9 and 
3/4 and getting a selfie 
with Blue’s Lee Ryan, 
we headed across the 
city to eat our packed 
lunches in Covent Garden, 
sidestepping excitable football 
fans in the process.

Navigating the London 
Underground was surprisingly 
easy, although Mrs Well’s 
map-reading skills were rather 
questionable!  After leaving 
Waterloo station we were 
treated to the sight of the London 
Eye before we headed to the Young Vic.  To 
say the experience was eye-opening would 
be a complete injustice.  The audience was 
left speechless as the director Ivo van Hove 
breathed life into the play and provided us with a 
completely new take on Arthur Miller’s famous 
tragedy.  It certainly helped us visualise the 
text we have been studying for our exam.  
Mark Strong as Eddie Carbone was peerless 
and we had the honour and privilege of meeting the man after 
the matinée.  He was gracious enough to pose for photographs 
for all those waiting, even returning Simon 
Ramshaw’s (13 Oughton) pen that he 
had borrowed.  It proved to be a further 
unforgettable experience for Simon as he 
spotted Denis Lawson of ‘Star Wars’ fame!

It was a fantastic outing and a fond farewell 
to friends and teachers we have all learned so 
much from.

Ryan Nolan 13 Moss
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On 20 March, we had a 
Science lesson to remember.  
On Science Demonstration 
Day, our teachers rose to the 
challenge of entrancing Year 
7 with gripping experiments.  
First to boggle our minds was 
Mrs Milburn with neuroscience, 
the study of the brain, which 
can involve optical illusions. 

Then Mrs Tully brought us 
static electricity.  The power 
of the Van de Graaff generator 
was unleashed on a fake Barbie, 
an anxious Andrew Rowley (7 
Parkinson) and Joseph Barnes 
(7 Glover).  She then asked for 
some wannabe Jedi volunteers.  
Tazmin Proctor (7 Parkinson) 
and Luke Longstaff (7 Lloyd) 
were given two light rods.  
First they had to touch the 
mysterious Plasma Ball which 
was filled with energy; then 
they held the rods, which lit 
up only up to their hands 
because the energy ‘flowed’ 
as Mrs Tully explained.  After 

this, Miss Jarvis demonstrated 
chemical reactions, testing our 
knowledge from this module 
and wowing the audience 
with the Elephant’s Toothpaste 
experiment, placing glowing 
sticks in both cold and warm 
water.

We were brought back to 
Physics by Mr Layfield’s picture 
of an elephant balancing on 
a beach ball, achievable with 
centre of mass.  All objects have 
a centre of mass which is the key 
to balance.  His demonstration 
involved volunteers - Olivia 
Caine (7 Parkinson), Morgan 
Fowler (7 Routledge) and Nick 
Warneford (7 Cumming) - 
none of whom were harmed 
during these five minutes of 
balancing, athletic prowess and 
comedy! 

Disgusting Digestion took us 
on a journey of our own food, 
or, in this case, Miss Carruthers’ 
would-be breakfast and how it 

would normally be digested.  
Daniel Thirlaway (7 Glover), 
Taylor Corcoran (7 Routledge) 
and Noah Porthouse (7 
Glover) tore, mashed and ripped 
the Shredded Wheat, bananas 
and Rice Krispies.  Then Miss 
Carruthers added chemicals to 
mirror what occurs in reality.  
What happened next put 
everyone off their lunch!  The 
unfortunate volunteers had to 
pour the remains of the food 
down an old pair of tights 
to represent both the large 
intestine and the small intestine.  
They also mirrored the muscles 
which contract to receive the 
nutrients and energy from the 
food and cause the remains 
which could not be fully 
absorbed and digested to pass 
out of the body. 

The secret of a disposable, 
super-absorbent nappy was 
revealed by Mr Osman, who 
performed intricate incisions on 
it to reveal tiny polymer crystals 
which absorbed the water 
poured onto a student’s head!

The last demonstration was 
definitely the most explosive 
and exciting: Dr Massen’s 
fireworks!  She lit a gas tap 
and began spraying different 
substances such as potassium 
onto it, causing it to burst with 
a new colour.  As a grand finale 
to round off these fascinating 
demonstrations, Dr Massen 
burst balloons full of hydrogen 
with a stick she had lit earlier.  
The spark and explosion was 
frightening and loud, yet 
awesome and amazing - just like 
science itself!

Abid Choudhury 7 Parkinson
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Influenced by last year’s 
fantastic A Level Theatre Studies 
students, Emmanuel College’s 
Drama Family of 2014 formed 
a troupe of travelling actors for 
a creative adaptation of Roald 
Dahl’s The Magic Finger.  We 
intrepid performers boldly 
braved an exhausting two-day 
tour of primary schools, from 
Burnopfield to Dunston, and 
we’re glad to report that the 
show went down a storm!

Our version incorporated 
elements of physical and 
children’s theatre into Dahl’s 
tale of one girl with the 
eponymous ‘magic finger’ 
taking action against a family 
of hateable hunters.  Our 
adaptation changed the 
narrative frame and also gave 
every actor more than one 
character to play.

Travelling in the iconic school 
minibus jam-packed with props 
on two gloriously sunny days 
in May, the 2014 tour began 
with a visit to Burnopfield 
Primary School, where two 
performances breezed over into 
a concluding visit to Lobley Hill 
Primary School.  The critical 
reception from our different 
audiences of discerning Year 3s 
and 4s was amazing and set us 
up for the assessed performance 
on the last day.  At Dunston Hill 
Community Primary School, 
our tour reached its peak of 
quality and officially ended on 
a high.  For one final bow, the 
troupe performed to family and 
friends back at College, and this 
became a bittersweet farewell 
to our Emmanuel theatrical 
partnership.

We would like to 
express our sincere 
gratitude to all who came 
to see the performances, 
especially to the primary 
school children who sat 
through the organised madness; 
to the AV team for all their 
brilliant photography; to Miss 
Taylor for her doting attention 
and, last but not least, to Mrs 
Wells for all her hard and patient 
work in dealing with the crazy 
times we all shared.

Simon Ramshaw 13 Osterman
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We are delighted to announce 
that Emmanuel College has 
been awarded Teaching School 
Status.  As a National Teaching 
School, Emmanuel will take 
a leading role in recruiting 
and training new teachers, 
identifying leadership potential 
and providing support for other 
schools.

Working as part of an alliance 
with our ESF partner schools 
and Newcastle University, 
Emmanuel will provide high-
quality, school-led initial teacher 
training and professional 
development opportunities 
for teachers at all stages of 
their career.  Emmanuel will 
also aim to raise standards 
through school-to-school 
support, engage in research 
and development, and ensure 
that the most talented school 
leaders are spotted and 
supported to become 
successful head-teachers.

Emmanuel is one of 

just 200 primary and 
secondary schools in 
England to be granted 
teaching school 
status in the latest 

designation 
round.  
Emmanuel is 
also part of the 
School Direct 
initiative, 
which 
provides 

high-calibre 
graduates the 
opportunity 
to combine 
teacher 

training with 
study towards a Master’s Degree 
at Newcastle University.  It is 
encouraging that so many of 
these graduates go on to secure 
positions in one of the ESF 
schools.

Mr Sims expressed his 
excitement about the new 
status, stating that “it’s 
important to encourage younger 
teachers and continually drive up 
standards in education”.

Penny-Rose Scott 10 Peterson, 
Rhys Gilhespy 10 McQuoid and 
Kapil Bhuvaneshwar 
10 Ogborn
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Many of the Emmanuel staff have 
diverse backgrounds and interesting 
stories to tell; the tales below are 
just a selection of the varied 
stories and lives that our 
teachers have beyond the 
classroom.

Ms Osterman - Chicago
While most of us are aware 
of Ms Osterman’s American 
origins, she has lived in Britain 
since 1997 – “longer than most 
of the students”.  While rumours 
fly about what she did before 
emigrating, she refuses to dispel 
them, telling us that “anything 
people come up with is far 
more interesting than the truth”.  
She says that while she enjoys 
living in the UK, and prefers 
it in many ways, she misses 
the optimism and energy of 
Americans – something we Brits 
are apparently lacking!

Mr Sims – Zambia
Between 1993 and 2004 
Mr Sims had the pleasure 
of teaching Geography at 
Chengelo Christian International 
School, located in Zambia.  
In his spare time he enjoyed 
exploring the beautiful scenery, 
visiting Victoria Falls in the 
different seasons, and glimpsing 
exotic animals in their natural 
environment. 

Miss Philipson – Zambia
When Miss Philipson was just 
four, her father came home 
and said to her mum, “Should 
we move to Zambia?”  Having 
never been abroad even on 
holiday before, they located 
Zambia on a globe, and moved 
with their two young children 
to deepest Africa.  Her dad’s job 
took them all over the world: 
South Africa, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Malaysia and Grand 
Cayman, and Miss Philipson 
told us she was in awe of her 
mum for embarking on such an 
adventure.
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Mr Hagon – Australia
In his younger years, Mr 
Hagon was a Deck Officer in 
the Merchant Navy, working 
on ships that transported 
oil and gas, iron ore, coal, 
grain and containers all 
round the world.  When he 
got married, he left the sea 
and trained as a Technology 
teacher, but before starting 
his new career he went to 
live in Australia for a year: 
nine months working, then 
three months travelling 
around the country visiting 
every city in a very old 
Mazda car!

Miss Fairhurst - 
Indonesia
As a little girl Miss 
Fairhurst lived in 
Indonesia, on Borneo.  
In their free time there, 
her family would explore 
the wonders of the 
island.  They also liked 
spending time on the 
often deserted beaches, 
as the locals liked to stay 
out of the sun.  When 
asked about any scary 
experiences, she told 
us one of the scariest 
things was having to 
cross a rickety bridge 
over a deep chasm 
every day, caused by the 
high amount of seismic 
activity on the island.

Mr Buckley - 
Kuwait
Mr Buckley was 
born in Kuwait and 
lived there for 11 
years.  He attended 
a Scottish primary 
school, where the 
day was broken into 
two parts to avoid 
the worst of the 
40˚C heat.  Friday 
was his only full day 
off, as he went to 
Sunday school, so 
he spent it fishing 
with his brother in 
the Persian Gulf.  
On his half days he 
would go hunting in 
the desert with his 
brother for horned 
vipers!

Miss B Milburn - Japan
After leaving university, Miss B 
Milburn was offered a job in Japan 
as a foreign-languages teacher.  
She spent the majority of her 
two-year adventure teaching 
children, and moved to a position 
at a private language school in 
Takasaki (one hour from Tokyo by 
bullet train).  Earthquakes were 
frequent despite being situated 
inland, and earthquake drills 
became a regular occurrence.  
Her first surprise was the high-
tech toilets, which had multiple 
buttons and functions, including 
heating the seat and playing 
music!

Jonathan Brent and 
Tilly Softly 10 Massen
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had won their heats and beaten 
ten other teams, making our 
school proud against all odds.  
Though James was “gutted”, 
he claimed there was no better 
mentor than Dr Parkhurst.  
(Cameron Barker had also 
provided some invaluable 
tuition on matrices, the extra 
topic.) Tilly also expressed her 
regret; they had been stripped 
of their winning position which 
they had maintained up until 

Matrices, Indices and 
Big, Big Trouble
Dark clouds loomed overhead, 
as four Emmanuel students 
- Tilly Softly (10 Massen), 
James Cummins (10 Peterson), 
Jon Brent (10 Massen) and 
Olivia Moran (10 McQuoid) 
- trudged through murky 
puddles towards what they 
thought would be a terrifying 
fate.  Some would say that this 
weather was a warning for the 
dark day that they thought lay 
ahead.  “The time,” declared 
Dr Parkhurst, “has come.”  
The apprehensive souls filed 
through the narrow doorway, 
each step drawing them closer 
to the unfathomable challenge 
ahead: the finals of the Maths 
Challenge in York’s Railway 
Museum.

Two hours later the four 
mathsketeers rose victorious 
from piles of papers on matrices 
and algebra, having completed 
the un-completable... and come 
third.  Their disappointment 
however was misplaced; they 

the ultimate round. 

Their valiant efforts were 
rewarded with a prize more 
precious than the proof 
of Fermat’s last theorem: 
Professor Stewart’s Cabinet of 
Mathematical Curiosities: an 
uncanny coincidence that Tilly 
had already read this. 

Holly Parkin 10 McQuoid and 
Anna Spence 10 Ogborn

From Sixth Form leaders to competition champions, the Maths Department 
is proving it has the winning formula!

"Well done!" said Mr 
Lawrence.  "I'll enjoy looking 
at this display for some 
months to come!"

During a topic on tessellations, 8 set 3 carried out some super 
research on the life and work of MC Escher.
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Maths Leaders
Sixth Form students sitting 
in Year 7 Maths lessons are 
hardly a common sight, but 
since October eleven Year 12 
students have been involved 
in the Maths Leader award 
programme, a scheme designed 
to teach students how to 
lead in Maths lessons.  These 
students have each spent more 
than 30 hours with younger 
classes, developing their 
communication and motivation 
skills whilst seeking to help the 
students progress. 

The Maths Leaders feel that they 
have grown in confidence and 
strengthened leadership 
skills - qualities which 
would not only 
help the students to 
prepare for a career 
in teaching, but 
are also great for all 
career preparation.

Not just the Year 12s 

have benefited; students across 
all years have been encouraged 
and helped by the Maths 
Leaders, either through in-
lesson support or in one-to-one 
sessions.  In preparing for her 
GCSEs, Rebecca Peacock (11 
Ward) felt that the tutoring she 
received in lunchtime sessions 
was very beneficial. “I learned 
the methods in more detail and 
more clearly, so I understood it 
better than before.  The leaders 
were great!”  So, if you have 
any trouble with your Maths 
homework, just give the Maths 
Leaders a call!  They might even 
give the Maths teachers a run 
for their money…

Cameron Barker 12 Osterman

Challenging Maths
Sam Chapman has a taste 
of victory at Newcastle’s 
University Challenge

In May Year 8’s Maths sets 
1-3 were invited to Newcastle 
University’s Junior Maths 
Challenge - eight testing 
problems designed to give 
your brain a real workout!  
For the second year running 
I was one of the winners of 
this competition, designed for 
students in Year 8 and below.

I was given the news of my 
achievement upon my return 

to school after the spring half-
term break.  I was extremely 
surprised.  It was a great honour 
to win this challenge once, 
but twice in a row was mind-
blowing! 

At Newcastle University’s 
awards ceremony I was greeted 
by the challenge organisers 
who presented me with my 
certificate.  Then each of us 
made our way to the front to 
receive the prizes, followed 
by a group photograph with 
Professor Henderson, Head of 
Mathematics.

I enjoyed this Maths Challenge.  
It was great to challenge 
myself, and I would encourage 
everybody in following years 
to have a go.  You might just 
surprise yourself!

Sam Chapman 8 Honey

Congratulations to 
our nine mathematicians 
who made it through 
to the Kangaroo Round 
after qualifying in the 
Intermediate Maths 
Challenge following 
high scores.

Year 9’s William 
McLeod and Ishank 
Arora sat the Grey 
paper, and William 
passed with Merit.  
Students in Year 10, 
Tilly Softly and 
Olivia Moran, and 
Year 11’s Navraj Lalli, 
Andrew Sundin, 
Harry Wilson, Liam 
Sowerby and Michael 
Iveson participated 
in the Pink paper. A 
particular well done to 
Navraj and Tilly, who 
both gained a Merit!



12

We took 30 students to the Big 
Bang Fair this year and came 
away with eight awards - what a 
success!

My team won the junior age 
group to secure a place at the 
final in London next year.  Alix 
Bungay (9 Hennessey), Anisha 
Sahota (9 Fuller) and Eve 
Cummings (9 Wiecek) and I 
designed a band which a child 
with disabilities such as autism 
can use to portray their feelings 
at any moment in time - 
whether they are happy or 
upset - and it can indicate 
to the teacher if they need 
to talk privately.

Rebecca Cruxton (13 
Lawrence) won in the senior age 
category and scooped the Junior 
Engineer Award for Creativity 
with a monitor which detects 
how far a child strays from its 
parents - good idea!  She will 
also be coming to the final next 
year.  Shannon Richardson 
(11 Ward) emerged as winner of 
the intermediate category with 
her design for a work safety-
jacket that lights up during the 
night.

Emily Miller, a former student, 
was judging at the competition.  

She is working as a Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematical (STEM) 
ambassador, promoting STEM 
all over the country alongside 
her degree in Engineering at 
York University.

Mrs Glover said:  “All students 
performed extremely well at the 
competition and I was delighted 
with the number of awards we 
received at the event.  All of the 
students should be very proud of 
their achievements.”

Jack Wood 9 Fuller
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Daniel Thirlaway (7 Glover) 
tells of his journey to the 
French Spelling Bee National 
Final …

On 26 March, I won the French 
Spelling Bee North-East Regional 
Final with a grand total of 16 
words in a minute.  Having not 
learned French until I started 
Emmanuel, this was a huge 
achievement for me.  After this, 
I received another 50 words to 
learn, totalling 200 words.  To 
stand even a chance of winning 
the Nationals I knew I would 
need to practise really hard at 
school and at home.

 
On 21 June, the story was 
reported in the Evening 
Chronicle; I was also 
interviewed on BBC Newcastle, 
which was a nerve-wracking 
experience, but I loved it.

The last stage was on 4 July at 
Cambridge University.  This was 
the National Final where I was 
up against many great spellers 
who had been doing French 
longer than I have.  Although I 
wasn’t placed in the top four, I 
did record my personal best: 22 
words in one minute!
 

My language teachers are my 
inspiration; without them I 
would never have got through 
the Class round, never mind 
the Regionals!  They reckoned 
I could win… I’m glad they 
believe in me!
  
For future spelling bees, my 
advice is simple: be loud, be 
clear and most importantly, be 
fast.
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As the guests entered the library 
at lunchtime on Wednesday 
23 April, they realised it had 
undergone a Shakespearean 
makeover with bunting, a life-
sized statue of William, a giant 
birthday card and a banqueting 
table laden with Jacobean 
treats.  Everyone changed into 
their Elizabethan costumes to 
celebrate the 450th birthday 
of William Shakespeare.  Some 
teachers joined in the fun by 
making biscuits or cakes and 
others dressed up and served 
goblets of wine Ribena!  The 
food was incredible and it was 
all popular during the 16th 
century: dried fruits, rustic 
pies, chicken, cheese, bread 
and gingerbread as well as a 
marzipan birthday cake baked 
by Miss Stephenson. 

During the feast, one of the 
performances was a fantastic 
string quartet playing 
Greensleeves.  Another flawless 
entertainment was delivered 
by Mrs McHugh, who recited 
extracts from the Bard’s famous 
plays, then Abid Choudhury 
(7 Parkinson) delivered a superb 
tribute to Shakespeare that he 
had written himself.

Evan Chrisp (8 Fairhurst) said: 
“It was very exciting and the food 
was delicious!”  The banquet 
was a huge success and a really 
fitting celebration for such an 
inspirational figure in English 
literature.

Chris Hewitt 8 Parkhurst

To celebrate National School Grounds Week, on 6 June the Library held a fairground-themed feast in 
the picnic area.  To win a place we had to write about why we like our school grounds and why it’s 
important for schools to have outdoor areas at all.

When we arrived there at lunchtime, there was bunting in the trees and tablecloths on the benches.  
Once the staff arrived, it was time to eat.  There were hotdogs, crisps and large trays of yummy home-
baked cookies – thanks, Miss Stephenson and Dr Stewart!  Sadly the candyfloss machine broke down, 
but we were all stuffed anyway!  The sun was shining and everyone thoroughly enjoyed it.  After 
eating, we all pulled out the book, magazine or comic of our choice and started to read.

I really enjoyed this experience; not only was the weather and food great, but it made me realise how 
tidy, attractive and litter-free our school grounds are!

Sarah Phillips 8 Honey

Summer Picnic
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Hassle-free uniform shopping 
has come to Emmanuel, as the 
College Uniform Shop is now 
run entirely in-house.

The shop is now operated by 
Emmanuel Academy Services 
(EAS Ltd), and it’s great to know 
that the same experienced staff 
will continue to provide the 
service, with almost everything 
else in the shop remaining just 
as before.

When former supplier John 
Cheatles became unable to 
continue operating our uniform 
shop, the College stopped 
at nothing to find the best 

Emmanuel College Uniform Shop
alternative.  As the UK’s largest 
independent retailer of school 
uniform, Cheatles is the only 
supplier willing to operate ‘in-
school’ shops with reasonably 
priced uniforms; so, to provide 
parents with the best quality, 
value and convenience, our 
team has been working hard in 
the background for over a year 
to bring you the new one-stop 
uniform shop.  Given that the 
shop has as many as 19 different 
suppliers, this has been no 
mean feat!

The shop will continue to open 
at the same times and on the 
same days as before: Tuesdays 

and Fridays, 12.30 – 4.30 pm.

Watch this space for internet 
ordering, which is due to be 
rolled out later this year!

Lewis Johnson 10 Schneider

Emmanuel’s budding artists 
proved their skills when Year 
8 and 9 students competed 
in the Whickham in Bloom art 
competition.  Their challenge 
was to paint a bouquet of 
flowers, and the top three prizes 
were all scooped by Emmanuel 
students!  Aaron Shankar 

(8 Murthy) gained third 
place, Francesca Cockell (8 
Parkhurst) came second and Lily 
Hetherington (9 Hennessey) 
earned first prize.  “I’d love 
to have a career in design,” 
enthused Lily, who is planning 
to take GCSE Art. 

Aaron and Francesca both told 
us that they really enjoyed the 
competition and certainly plan 
to keep on drawing as a hobby, 
if not a career.

Louise Reid 10 Peterson and 
Jonathan Iceton 10 McQuoid

Miss Butterfield said: “Our PGCE student, Mr Lightfoot, ran 
the Art Club, and I am thrilled that he has continued the success 
of previous years.”
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Nine years’ training up to 
five times a week, with no 
more than a two-week gap 
- that’s dedication.  Steven 
Jaremko (9 Butterfield) has 
climbed through ten different 
karate belts and is now a Black 
2nd Dan.  On 11 May, his 
training was put into practice 
in a national competition in 
Liverpool, which ended with an 
offer he had never expected.

After competing in the Under-
16s category, Steven won gold 
in the Pairs Kata, an event where 
two individuals perform a 
choreographed karate routine.  
At only 14 years old, and with 
a 12-year-old partner, they 
weren’t the youngest but they 
were “quite the smallest”.  Yet 
they managed to defeat some 
“huge” opponents, finally 
winning the gold medal!

To Steven’s surprise, he was 
approached by the Head of 
the English Karate Federation, 
and offered a chance to join 
them.  Having accepted, 
Steven began training in Leeds 
every month with the squad, 
which consists of around 
50 competitors of all ages, 
in preparation for the Four 
Nations Competition on 22 
June.  Representing England 
for the first time, Steven came 
fourth in the Team Kata, just 
missing out on a podium finish.

His next competition is on 
17 August where he will be 
competing in an individual 
event, a pairs event and a team 
event, so here’s hoping for a 
medal! 

“It’s fun - not only karate, but 
keeping fit too,” explained 

Steven.  “I want to keep going for 
a long time”.  The highest level 
in Karate is the 8th Dan, and 
the youngest age at which this 
can be achieved is 56.  “I would 
very much like to get there,” 
Steven added, and with such 
determination, we’re sure he 
will!

Olivia Moran 10 McQuoid and 
Wenqian Zeng 10 Ogborn

Ice-skating star Karolynn Winstanley (10 
Schneider) headed down to Coventry on 9 June to 
take part in her biggest competition yet.

Skating last of all the competitors in the level 3 
ladies’ category of the Coventry IJS, Karolynn 
performed a fantastic routine based on the TV 
series, Merlin.  She received her mark straight after 
performing and, with a score of 16.53, she was 
thrilled to have been awarded first place!  Later that 
day she was presented with a large trophy on the 
podium.

“I enjoyed competing - it was a great experience,” 
said Karolynn, who has been ice-skating for just 
three years and now trains four times per week.  
We wish her every success for her ice-skating in the 
future!

Penny-Rose Scott 10 Peterson

Star Skater


