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“I woke on October 16, a week
after the shooting. The ﬁrst thing
I thought was, ‘Thank God I’m
not dead.’ But I had no idea
where I was. I knew I was not in
my homeland.”
It amazes me how universal
injustice is. It appears that
everyone has a reason to feel
like an underdog: their wealth,
their age, their nationality, their
religion or lack thereof. Even
those with the biggest wallet
and the smartest suit will at
one point feel like the world is
trampling over them with laws
and ideas that actively crush
their ambitions. We can all be
a victim. Whilst oppression
is a global experience, the
thing that distinguishes one
person from another is what
they decide to do next: do they
maintain an uncomfortable
silence or refuse to quieten
down?
In 2009, Taliban militants issued
an edict forbidding every female
in the region of Swat Valley
in Pakistan from attending

‘Malala Yousafzai’ by Jonathan
Yeo (exhibited at National
Portrait Gallery)
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Mary Winn
Student Editor
school. It was at this point that
the extremist group faced their
most unlikely opponent: Malala
Yousafzai, an eleven-year-old
Pakistani girl.
At the age of eleven, Malala
began to write a blog for BBC
News under a pseudonym,
describing her life under
Taliban rule and promoting
education for women. On
3rd January 2009, she wrote
that she was “afraid of going
to school”, describing a fear
that soon evolved into a
stubborn resilience against
the regime which restricted
her. After her life in Pakistan
became the feature of a New
York Times documentary, she
rose to prominence, and was
nominated by Desmond Tutu
for the International Children’s
Peace Prize in October 2011.
One year later, as a ﬁgurehead
of female empowerment in
Pakistan, she was shot in the
head and neck by a Taliban
assassin while returning home
on a school bus. Malala
survived the attempted
assassination and the world
celebrated the inaugural Malala
Day in June this year as a
means of commemorating her
activism.
In 1792, Mary Wollstonecraft

published A Vindication of the
Rights of Woman, a criticism of
the 18th Century expectation
that the female gender
would be uneducated and
unquestioningly obedient.
More than two hundred years
later women are still struggling
against a tide of injustice, not
only from extremists in the East
but from systems in the West
which uphold an unattainable
image of the perfect woman: an
image of girls who are a certain
size and who fulﬁll certain
criteria.
Irrespective of our gender
and ethnicity, Malala teaches
us to disregard destructive
stereotypes in the face of the
threat of being shot down by
negativity. By her story, we
are encouraged to rise above
superﬁcialities that make us
weak in the eyes of some,
instead using them actively and
lovingly to combat struggles
aﬄicting not only ourselves,
but those around us. At Malala
Day 2013, she insisted that the
annual remembrance was the
“day of every woman, every
boy and every girl who ever
raised their voice”. It’s about
time we started raising our
voices a little louder.
Mary Winn 12 Moss

You’ve had a taste of the dancing talent of Emmanuel students on display
at Presentation Evening and Performing Arts, but did you know some
of these skilled individuals also pirouette, cabriole and chasse their
way to success on the national stage?
Robin Larkin (12 Neibig) competed in the
United Kingdom Alliance Dance Championships
in Manchester recently and was awarded National
Champion in ballet and modern jazz and runner up in
tap, his other discipline. “I was competing against about 50 other people,”
he told us, as if this was no big deal, “and it felt pretty good to win.” Just
to show that his tap dancing is top-notch too, Robin went to the Theatre
Dance Council International English Championships a few weeks later and
won in the tap-dancing competition. He said: “It was a fantastic experience
to dance against so many other talented performers and be chosen as number
one in the country.” He has been participating in dance competitions all over
the country for years, and we’re sure he will go on to win many more.
Another of Emmanuel’s talented dancers is Emily Thornber (8 Osman).
She performed in the Great Britain Irish Dancing Championships in October,
and came 24th in her age group. A delighted Emily told us: “Coming 24th
was a really good experience.” By achieving this, she has qualiﬁed for the
World Irish Dance Championships 2014,
and is looking forward to competing
in them in April. In the last World
Championships, Emily came 61st
in her age group! We wish her
all the best as she prepares for the
forthcoming competition.
Congratulations to all our dancers here at Emmanuel,
especially Robin and Emily for these fantastic results, and
we wish success to anyone else taking part in dance
competitions.
Jonathan Iceton 10 McQuoid
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It started with a request from Mr
James asking for volunteers from
a room full of sixth formers.
The question was, did we want
to be involved in an exercise
where we had to behave in an
anti-social manner towards
the police? It was with some
trepidation that I found myself
and nine others volunteering.
Little did we know that it would
lead to a terrorist attack.
We had to report to Birtley Fire
Station promptly at 8.00am on
a warm and sunny Wednesday
morning. We assembled for
our brieﬁng, to be told that
we would be taking part in a
training day which involved
all the emergency services.
During a breakfast of bacon
and sausage sandwiches,
our brieﬁng continued. We
were given many rules and
regulations to follow, with
safety being of paramount
importance. Then, to add more
secrecy to the situation, we
were taken to a discreet location
to carry out the exercise.
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Our terrorist attack would take
place at ‘Newcastle Central
Station’ where six fake terrorists
would turn up with stun guns
and bombs and pretend to
shoot those taking part, in
order for the police force and
ambulance team to resolve the
attack. We were all given parts
to play, which were either acting
as witnesses or the injured. The
witnesses were taken to an old
train carriage and waited until
the ‘terrorists’ arrived. All of
a sudden we heard a series of
gunshots and bangs which, to
our knowledge, heralded the
arrival of the ‘terrorists’. As they
made their way up to the train
carriage, as volunteers we had
to act as if it was real and so we
began to scream and shout for
help.
The police soon began to
come to the rescue and tried to
capture the terrorists. At this
point, we were all hitting the
windows and crying out for
their attention. They entered

the train to ﬁnd the men but
also to check if anyone had any
weapons. Three students, Katie
Ackerley (13 Wooler), Sarah
Daniels (13 Williams) and Rhys
Harbison (13 Moss) had resorted
to hiding in the toilets until the
police forced open the door
and told them to leave while
pointing a gun at them. After
these terrorists were caught the
emergency services soon came
and rescued the injured. Those
who weren’t injured were taken
to safety and even driven away
in a police van.
Even though we knew it was
a training exercise, it still felt
as though we were part of a
real-life event. The noise of
the guns and the shouting was
at times quite frightening but
very authentic. It showed us
just how skilled our emergency
service personnel are at dealing
with such traumatic situations.
Charlotte Jones 13 Osterman

Drums, dresses and dance
routines ﬁlled the Lecture
Theatre with exuberant noise
as the Pearl of Africa Children’s
Choir returned to Emmanuel
College topped to the brim with
beautiful music and an even
more beautiful message:
“I remember the times I had no
reason to smile, but now I have
one.”
The children from the Pearl of
Africa Choir are truly fantastic
and such an inspiring message
to kids like us. Honestly, I
thought I had seen all the choir
had to oﬀer in their break-time
performance, but I was wrong.
I had the privilege of talking to
twins from the choir, Nelson
and Eddison, who were full of
smiles and friendliness. After
heavy interrogation of the pair, I
brought out my killer
question: do you
think that you could
ever teach

British people to dance and sing
as well as the Africans? They
looked understandably unsure,
but conﬁrmed that if they found
some talent here, they were sure
they could work at it.
And they certainly gave it a shot
with the Year 7 choir and the
Year 8 music session, teaching
college students really to
praise! The Year 7 pupils did
a song swap with the African
choir, teaching each other their
favourites. I talked to Hannah
Bailey and who told us she
“loved the songs they sang,
because they are just so happy!”
Even after all the choir taught
our budding musicians, I don’t
think we have quite reached
their standard yet. The choir
members practise for two hours
every day, except Sunday, for
seven months before they come
on tour to the UK.
Although
these children
have already
achieved so
much, mostly
coming
from
deprived
families
they all have
high aspirations
for the future.
Nelson told
me that
he wants
to be a
doctor,
and Eddison
said that
being a pilot
is his dream.

Something I noticed about the
choir was that they never stop
dreaming, never give up hope,
and always have faith that God
will look after them.
It’s hard to understand how
these people can be so
positively uplifting when they
are almost all orphans, and
even those with parents live
in conditions that are in no
way comparable to ours. It’s
inspiring to meet people, like
Catherine, the lady in charge of
the choir, who are involved in
amazing projects like this. All
the money the choir members
raise from singing and selling
beautiful jewellery is given to
the schools they come from
– they truly are “singing to save
their schools”.
It’s fantastic that our school
has the opportunity to support
them. Last year the money
from College provided food
and supplies for the schools,
which makes an unimaginable
diﬀerence. The twins also told
me how much they enjoyed
being able to travel here,
somewhere very diﬀerent to
their home. We should feel
really honoured to be a part of
nurturing the seeds of hope that
have been sown in the Pearl of
Africa Choir, while also enjoying
their fantastic show.
Who would have thought that
one bowl of porridge a day
could fuel such diverse talent
and vibrant performers?
Anna Spence 10 Ogborn
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1. The word “mistletoe”
derives from an AngloSaxon phrase meaning...
a. Dung on a twig
b. Kissing weed
c. Winter harbinger
d. Bitter leaf
2. The common
abbreviation for Christmas
to Xmas
a. resembles a cross to represent
Christ’s death, and whose ﬁrst
written usage was in 1411.
b. is derived from the Latin
language. X is the letter ‘eid’
which means ‘to come from
the Lord’ in the Latin alphabet,
with mass meaning ‘to become
one’
c. is derived from the Greek
alphabet. X is letter Chi, which
is the ﬁrst letter of Christ’s
name in the Greek alphabet.
3. What is the name of
Scrooge’s business partner
in ‘A Christmas Carol’?
a. Jakeson Harley
b. Mrs Scrooge
c. Jacob Marley
d. Jason Barley
Christmas quiz answers are on page 13

4. Which teacher’s
Christmas lights sunk all
the power in the school in
2008?
a. Mr Ward
b. Miss Thompson
c. Mr Peterson
d. Mr Oliver
5. Which teacher won
the Christmas lights
competition in 2012?
a. Mrs Roberts
b. Mrs Scott
c. Mr Honey
d. Miss Butterﬁeld
6. What is the main
decoration found in
reception at Christmas?
a. Light up reindeer
b. Inﬂatable Santa Claus and
sleigh
c. Christmas tree
d. Santa in a chimney

7. For the 2011
Christmas Assembly Flash
Mob, which teacher stood up
and got everything started
by starting to sing All I Want
For Christmas Is you?
a. Dr Parkhurst
b. Mr Buckley
c. Mrs Wells
d. Mrs Allen
8. Which company caused the
appearance of Santa Claus as
we know it today?
a. McDonalds
b. Coca-Cola
c. Quick
d. The church council
e. Kellogg’s
9. What, according to
tradition, were the names of
the three Magi?
a. Gaspar, Melchoir and Balthes
b. Balthasar, Melchoir and Caster
c. Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar
d. Melchior, Gaster and Balthes
10. What is the Latin name of
the Poinsettia?
a. Euphorbia exigua
b. Euphorbia pulcherrima
c. Euphorbia paralias
d. Euphorbia palustris

Filling shoeboxes and hearts

Reception began ﬁlling up once again with shoeboxes shortly after the shoebox appeal began for its
twentieth year in a row. With the help of Mrs Lisk and a charitable team of students, the starter kits
were soon sold out. By the original deadline, over 230 shoeboxes had been donated, but a let down
in Blythwood’s delivery system gave students more time to prepare their gifts and allowed many more
people in need to receive what for some would be their only present that year. A huge thank-you to
everyone who brought in a shoebox this year, we know they will make an enormous diﬀerence and
bring joy to many less fortunate children this Christmas, and hope to see your generosity continued for
6 years to come!
many
Bronwyn Riani 10 Heptinstall Wenqian Zeng 10 Ogborn Olivia Moran 10 McQuoid

Food glorious ﬁnger-scans?
Lunch time. Arguably the most important time of a student’s day. But it’s not all about the food …
Paying for lunch with meal cards has become a thing of the past. Fortunately, their departure
should see the end of slow transactions and their notorious ability to be easily forgotten or
misplaced. The seamless transition to the ﬁnger-scanners was nuisance-free thanks to Mr Steer’s
handling and management.
Scott Campbell (9 Farquhar) says: “I don’t think the new system is quicker than the card payment, but
it is certainly a lot smarter. You can lose your card but not your ﬁnger!”
Mr Steer commented: “The ﬁnger-scan process is working better than we dared hope. Students seem
to enjoy the novelty of being able to put money on to their ﬁngers rather than their cards and, although
it’s slightly slower, everybody still gets to have their lunch with plenty of time to spare.”
Hopefully the positive reputation the ﬁnger-scanners have achieved so far will continue for many
years to come.
Jonathan Brent 10 Massen and Kapil Bhuvaneshwar 10 Ogborn

On a regular basis, groups
of Emmanuel students are
venturing out to Beechwood
Hall Care Home. Beechwood
Hall is on Beechwood Gardens,
just oﬀ Lobley Hill, and is a
residential care home for the
elderly. The group is led by
Rebecca Pittman (11 Ward),
who was appointed last year by
Mr Farquhar and Miss Colquitt
as the Beechwood Hall Project
Co-ordinator, following her
successful completion of the
Year 10 Leadership: Theory and
Application course. Rebecca is
ably assisted by two recruitment
oﬃcers (Morium Akther and

Serena Chisty, both 11 Blood)
and two visits co-ordinators
(Jade Thompson and Robyn
Watt, both 11 Foster). The
team gathers bright-eyed
youngsters from Years 8 and 9
to visit Beechwood Hall with
the simple intention of making
the Beechwood residents
smile! And surely they do, with
students taking centre stage to
perform classic songs, such as
‘Somewhere over the rainbow’
and ‘What a wonderful world’,
accompanied by violin and
clarinet, on a recent visit.
Many of the residents shouted

‘Encore!’ and there were
requests for us to go back soon!
The visits are proving to be a
huge success and help show
the wider community that older
Emmanuel students are willing
to lead by example and younger
students are willing to give of
their time in serving others!
If anyone is interested in joining
the group that visits Beechwood
Hall, please contact Rebecca
Pittman (11 Ward).
Robyn Watt 11 Foster
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100mph winds and waves as
big as our yacht were deﬁnitely
not the perfect conditions for
sailing! To escape these recordbreaking winds on the south
coast, we got aboard Challenger
1 for the ﬁrst time and took a
quick trip from Portsmouth
across to the Isle of Wight
– where we stayed sheltered for
two days until the storm died
down.
However, we did not let the
unfortunate weather dampen
our spirits as there was still a
lot of work for us to do: dinghy
races and winch races – both
of which were completed in
our teams of Port Watch and
Starboard Watch. Even below
deck, we were still challenged
by having the daily task of
preparing breakfast, lunch and
dinner for sixteen people as well
as doing the dishes; not as easy
as it sounds in a kitchen the size
of a cupboard. Despite this,
our food was always impressive
whether it was prepared by Port
Watch or Starboard Watch.

Finally, after touring the Isle
of Wight and taking the bus
from West Cowes up to St
Catherine’s point, where we
saw the full extent of the storm
from the cliﬀs, we could ﬁnally
set sail! The weather had
cleared up and we could now
put our new winching skills to
the test in order to “Hoist the
main sail!”, to Miss Carruthers’
delight. While sailing, the
ﬁrst we thing we learned was
how to ‘tack’, which we were
surprisingly good at considering
we were going against the
wind and had to zigzag our
way across the Solent. Even
though the sun had come out
for a few hours, the wind was
beginning to pick up again, the
consequence being extreme
waves, which were quite fun
unless seasickness had got the
better of you! We went through
the man-overboard routine by
throwing a buoy into the water
and circling him until we could
pull him back up on to the yacht
– quite a diﬃcult task in the
dark!
After a whole day’s sailing and
recovering from the waves, we
arrived in the port of Lymington,
where we took the evening to
play various card games such
as Uno as well as getting to the
more serious task of planning
our route to Poole for the day
to come. Setting sail for Poole,
the weather proved a lot
calmer than the previous day
as we were now going in
the direction of the wind,
so each crew member
even got the chance to
steer the yacht. As
we neared Poole,
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we also had
time to climb the spinnaker pole
and catch an amazing view of
the sea.
After dropping the sails and
securing the yacht at the
pontoon, it was time to go
ahead with our Halloween
plans! We all got into our
nautically themed fancy dress
costumes for an inter-yacht
party with Challenger 2 and
the Tall Ships Catamaran.
Although we didn’t do so well
in the pumpkin-carving contest
with our rather rushed entries,
Amy and Ellen took the crown
for Challenger 1 in the apple
bobbing!
Sadly, our ﬁnal night was
upon us as we sailed back to
Gunwharf in Portsmouth. Even
though we were sad to be
leaving the following morning,
we arrived in port to be met
with an amazing ﬁrework
display, as well as The Vamps
performing on stage directly
in front of the boat! This was
the perfect send-oﬀ before we
headed back to the minibus in
the morning and drove the long
eight hours back to school.
Even though we were sad to
leave and didn’t have much
luck at the beginning of the
trip, the whole week challenged
every one of us. Being on the
yacht together meant that
new friendships were made
as people learned more about
what they could actually do – so
much so that a number of us
will consider going on a similar
voyage again!
Nicola Staﬀord 13 Neibig

1 John 3:1-2 See what kind of
love the Father has given to us,
that we should be called children
of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not
know us is that it did not know
him. Beloved, we are God’s
children now, and what we will
be has not yet appeared; but
we know that when he appears
we shall be like him, because we
shall see him as he is.
Mr Lawley, a valued former
member of the Senior
Management Team and the
Maths Department, passed
away peacefully on Wednesday
25th September after losing
his ongoing battle with cancer.
He was Emmanuel’s ﬁrst Head
of Sixth Form, starting in April
1994, and he remained in the
Senior Management Team until
his retirement in August 2011.
Mr Lawley was an extremely
dedicated teacher who, in the

words of Jess Smith, one of his
former students, trusted his
students implicitly to do their
best. Even though he was ill, he
remained full of faith, hope and
humour during his struggle.
Shaun Proud, another former
student of Mr Lawley, said: “He
had a wicked sense of humour
and an infectiously good mood
which made it a pleasure to be
taught by him,” and “Mr Lawley
was born to teach – his passion
for his job ﬂowed through every
part of him and it was a privilege
to know him. He is one of my
role models, and I’ll miss him
sorely.”
Mr Lawley regularly helped
organise the Christian Union
weekends away. He was once
driving one of the minibuses
and was the last of the three
drivers to set oﬀ but couldn’t
get it into reverse. He got all the

students oﬀ the minibus (mostly
year 7 and 8 girls) and got them
to push it up the hill so he could
turn around. He turned up at
school very worried that he had
broken the minibus, only to ﬁnd
that he hadn’t lifted the gear
stick to put it in to reverse!!!
Mr Lawley was a devoted
Christian, and his friends and
family can take comfort in
the fact that he is now with
God. This was expressed by
Laura Glister, who said: “I will
remember Mr Lawley as a godly
man,” and “He was so genuinely
happy that I had come to know
God and the way he talked about
his faith really encouraged me.”
His wife, Anne, told Mr Winch:
“God blessed us together in our
sadness and I felt we all knew
God’s presence and peace.”
Louise Reid 10 Peterson and
Charlotte Sefton 10 Ogborn
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As part of National Youth
Film Festival 2013, the
Library was able to get free
tickets to see the latest big
screen adaptation from the
popular children’s literature
series by Rick Riordan.
‘Percy Jackson and the Sea
of Monsters’ was screened
just for school groups on
21st October and our Year
7 students were delighted
to win a place by writing
a ﬁlm review of a movie
which had started life as a
book. Students reviewed
ﬁlms like ‘War Horse’, ‘The
Hobbit’ and ‘Harry Potter’.
Those selected for the trip
set oﬀ for the Odeon at the
Metro Centre after lunch
and thoroughly enjoyed the
amazing special eﬀects of the
ﬁlm as well as ﬁnding out
about the legend of Jason
and the Argonauts.
The festival is a UK-wide
celebration of ﬁlm and
education, especially for
schools and youth groups,
and aims to help schools
to engage with and bring
learning to life for 5-19 year
olds. The festival hopes to
inspire young people to
watch, make and use ﬁlm in
new and creative ways which
support their educational
and personal development,
all while building a lifelong
passion for ﬁlm.
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The library has started its ﬁrst Young Adult Book Club this term, a
gathering of Year 10 students, and an all-female one - at least for
now. We would like to believe that the group is fuelled entirely
by a hunger for literature, but it has to be admitted that the bookthemed baked goods supplied by our resident baking genius Miss
Stephenson are a fundamental addition to our meetings! The
books we are reading were won by Miss Philipson in a competition
run by Walker Press and Inkslingers, and the group started oﬀ their
inaugural read with ‘Monkey Wars’ by Richard Kurti – so of course
Miss Stephenson baked a ‘monkey bread’ cake! She also had a
conversation with the author himself on Twitter, where he said he
was keen to know how girls felt about the book, which has had a
positive reception from boys. Our ladies said they did feel that the
book was quite dark in places, but with a strong female character as
well it had plenty of appeal to all readers.
About the Book
When Rhesus monkeys are brutally massacred on the dusty streets of
Kolkata by a troop of power-hungry Langur monkeys, Mico’s life is
changed forever. As the young Langur attempts to help the surviving
Rhesus, he becomes increasingly entangled in the secrets that lie at
the heart of the corrupt Langur leadership. And as more blood is
spilled, Mico begins to realise that choosing between right and wrong
will not be as easy as he ﬁrst thought. Because when monkeys turn
on each other, there will be no survivors ...
The club meets every two weeks in the library during lunch break,
and we have just started our second text, ‘Hidden Among Us’ by
Katy Moran. The idea is that we read at home and then discuss the
book in the meetings as well as posting reviews on the Inkslingers
blog.
Miss J Philipson Head of Library Services

Readathon 2013

The Library ran the national fundraising event ‘Readathon’ for the ﬁrst time this term, with all of
Year 7 working as a community to raise as much as they could for CLIC Sargent and The Roald Dahl
Foundation, which help children with cancer and their families. The project was launched in the Year
7 Library Induction lessons, and students were soon enthused by the idea of being able to help people
as well as develop their reading. We have raised over £1,400 so far, with Jack Gilﬁllan (7Cumming)
winning a set of paperbacks for being the individual to raise the most, collecting an impressive £90,
while Miss Fairhurst’s English set raised the most money collectively - £397 at the last count! As a
College we are entitled to claim half of what we raised back in free books, though we all agreed that
the reward was in being able to contribute to such worthwhile projects.
Miss J Philipson Head of Library Services

Rohini Malhotra 7 Parkinson
In the summer holidays I read quickly through six books. Some of the
books I really enjoyed, such as ‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins
– I really enjoyed the cliﬀ-hangers in it which made the book more
exciting.
Matthew Earl 7 Buckley
I’m reading ‘The Terrible Truth About Time’ by Nick Arnold and Tony
De Saulles. It is a ‘Horrible Science’ book about time and relevant
questions such as what time is, how it was created and how time ﬂies.
I enjoy these books as they are interesting and I learn new things.
Libbi Guthrie 7 Cumming
For Readathon I have read all the ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ books and I
am also interested in the Judy Moody series. I am ﬁnding all of these
books really enjoyable. I prefer reading ﬁction in my spare time. I
really enjoy reading ‘Wimpy Kid’ and ‘Dark Diaries’ as they are very
funny books and I enjoy reading comedy.
Steven Mansell 7 Parkinson
I have read two books over Readathon, to my little brother in bed:
‘Beast Quest 1’ and ‘Beast Quest 2’. We read a chapter every night
and it was quite enjoyable but I think I can read harder books!
However, these were read to my little brother and he is three, so I read
something he could understand.

On 22nd November, the
world celebrated the
ongoing legacy of British
scholar and writer, C S Lewis
(1898-1963). Mr Oughton
arranged for writer Colin
Duriez, who has written
expertly on the topic of C S
Lewis and J R R Tolkien, to
come to College and speak to
Year 10 and the Sixth Form.
The Library hosted a week of
Narnia-themed fun for the
younger students by holding
a viewing of ‘The Lion, The
Witch and The Wardrobe’,
serving Turkish Delight and
hot chocolate, just what the
White Witch tempts Edmund
with in the popular novel.
Mrs McHugh launched the
event by reading the relevant
extract to a rapt audience
before we all settled down to
watch the movie. Hopefully
many more pupils will
be motivated to read the
writings of C S Lewis as a
result of this celebration of
his life and work.

Selin Cetin 7 Buckley
I’ve recently read two Roald Dahl books – ‘Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory’ and ‘Danny, the Champion of the World’. I adore Roald Dahl
books as they are full of comedy and humour and he is the number 1
storyteller!
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Every September one city
in the UK hosts the British
Science Festival, and this year
it descended on Newcastle for
the ﬁrst time ever.
On Wednesday 11th
September, a group of
eager Year 8 and Year 10
students arrived at Newcastle
University, where a number
of activities were waiting to
be completed: a ﬁre show, a
camouﬂage lecture, a display
of diﬀerent projects done
in the University, and many
more.
During one of the activities,
Year 8 pupil Aidan Szpak
(8 Honey) won a prize for
achieving the top score in a
quiz which involved picking
out poisonous insect and
beetle species from safe
ones. This was followed by
an educational and enjoyable
lecture on animal camouﬂage.
At the end of the day, the
group was allowed to look
around the Student Union and
diﬀerent projects completed
by students and staﬀ at the
University; one particularly
memorable project displayed
the conductivity of fruit with a
fruit piano.
Students agreed that the ﬁre
show was the highlight of
the day. By burning diﬀerent
chemicals, they produced
ﬂames of red, purple and
green, as well as other colours.
For the Year 10s this show also
included a demonstration of
an exploding can of Pringles,
and of course, they had to
12

check that they were edible
afterwards!
The students then returned to
College, all agreeing that we
had learned a huge amount!
Holly Parkin 10 McQuoid,
McQuoid,
Luke Robinson 8 Milburn and
George Kasﬁkis 8 Milburn

This devotion has led to
recognition from England
Athletics for services to
volunteering that Mr Buckley
received in a ceremony at
Gateshead Stadium. When
interviewed, Mr Buckley told us:
“I do this to give the children
conﬁdence in their ability that
they can do it. It’s not about
getting the best people and
training them up, it’s about
helping everyone do things in the
best way that they can.”

Mr B Buckley is a science
technician who makes sure each
and every bubble and bang in
the Science Department runs
smoothly and is safe for a school
environment. Unfortunately,
this means a lot of his work is
hidden behind the scenes, so
a lot of his expertise in other
ﬁelds is not widely known
either. He is, in fact, a coach
on the LCDP (Local Coach
Development Programme) for
youth development. Not only
that, but he is the Chairman as
well as a coach for Derwentside
Athletic Club (DAC), and
contributes much of his time
outside of college to this work.
It’s thanks to his eﬀorts that the
club managed to achieve club
accreditation.

He has enjoyed cross-country
from an early age, and his
athletics passion has lasted
for 25 years, since joining
Derwentside AC in 1988 as a
Junior Athlete. At ﬁrst, he didn’t
do too well, coming last in the
ﬁrst few races. However, his
determination carried him on,

You can be part of Mr Buckley’s
sporting pursuits on a Friday
lunch time period 4,where
he helps Mr Leonard run the
junior cross country club,
and if you’re interested in
joining Derwentside AC you
can visit their website www.
derwentside-ac.co.uk. Get
involved, no matter what your
skill level!

Jonathan Brent 10 Massen
and Anna Spence 10 Ogborn

“it’s about helping
everyone do things in the
best way that they can.”

Christmas quiz answers: 1. a - 2. c - 3. c - 4. c - 5. d - 6. c - 7. b - 8. b - 9. c - 10. b

Did you know that deep in the
heart of Emmanuel College
there is a volunteer like few
others? He devotes much
of his time to training and
equipping young people with
coordination, physical strength
and self-conﬁdence to become
people who leave their mark in
the world of sport.

and he quickly improved and
began enjoying running in
local road and cross-country
races. He has since competed in
marathons and half marathons
around the country.

13

As Monday 18th November’s
assembly drew to a close,
we were urged to donate
to the Disaster Emergency
Committee’s appeal for the
Philippines, and managed to
raise, remarkably, over £3,000
to aid a country which has
been devastated by Typhoon
Haiyan and whose citizenry is
in desperate need of help from
the outside world. Disease is rife
amongst the ruins of countless
towns and villages, and
thousands have already died.
It is a shocking spectacle and a
horrible disaster, and the DEC’s
appeal is certainly a worthy
cause to which to donate
money. However, we have been
in this situation countless times
in recent decades. The picture
is familiar from thousands of
TV adverts – gaunt, weeping
children and despairing adults
with devastation all around
them, whether it is due to
earthquakes, hurricanes,
drought or ﬂood. There is a
danger when confronted with
this appalling misery that we,
in our minds, try and condense
all these major disasters into
one, in order to try and deal
with the horror, or else try and
forget what we’ve seen. How
many of us remember the Haiti
earthquake of 2010, just three
years ago, or the Pakistan ﬂoods

of the same year? No doubt
many of us gave generously at
the time, out of a desire to help
others.
What is important, however,
is not the giving, but the not
forgetting. Too many of us,
myself included, simply gave
money to these appeals,
whether £1, £5 or £10, and
then imagined that we’d ‘done
our bit’, that there was nothing
more we could do, that our
money would help sort things
out over there and that we
could get on with our lives, no
longer weighed down by guilt.
This mindset is dangerous and,
ultimately, unhelpful to both
us and the victims. It can lead
to eﬀorts to help them being
abandoned, donations, which
many rely upon for survival,
simply running out after the
initial wave of guilt passes, and
unpleasant governments being
left to squander the product
of our generosity rather than
using it to help those in need.
To an extent, this is our fault,
and most of the time we don’t
recognise it. There is a risk that,
by giving and then moving
on with our lives, having
completed what we perhaps
see as a mild chore we fall into
a mindset of complacency and

self-satisfaction. By doing so
we fail in our duty to watch
what happens to our money
and make sure that it is used for
good.

Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s capital,
devastated by the earthquake
three years ago, still lies in
ruins. ‘Tent cities’ house many
of its inhabitants; in three
years little progress has been
made towards addressing their
needs. It is crucial that, in the
light of this, we remember the
Philippines after the donations
and the press coverage end, so
that mundane suﬀering after
eye-catching disasters does not
go unnoticed.
Freddy Potts 12 Wooler
If you’d like to write the next
Watch This Space, linking
College life with the wider
world, please contact Freddy
Potts (12 Wooler).
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of fun and it was boring when we
returned to school in Germany.”
The Year 10s and their partners
experienced an evening around
the camp ﬁre on one of their
last nights, despite the freezing
conditions; it was then that we
realised how unique and special
the relationships we had formed
were.

There was an eager but nervous
atmosphere on Thursday 3rd
October, when we met our
German exchange partners in
the lecture theatre. Not only
would they be completely our
responsibility, but they would
be living under our roofs for
nine whole days. It was up to us
to make their stay as enjoyable
and beneﬁcial as possible,
taking them on several trips
with and without the school.
Our ﬁrst activity together as a
group was Friday’s exchange
party at school. The German
and English students, along with
their host families, met in the
Loaves and Fishes after school
hours so we could give a warm
welcome to our visitors. The
night consisted of competitive
quizzing, getting to know each
other and eating cake!

skills, as we completed a
multilingual questionnaire in
the rain. Although not many
sheets of paper survived the
British weather, the budding
relationships between both
exchange parties grew
enormously.
Leonie, one of our German
visitors, said: “I thought the
German exchange was very good.
We enjoyed our time in England
although it was a lot colder than
the German weather. We had lots

When it came to saying
goodbye at the ferry port, there
were lots of hugs and tears. It’s
exciting to know that in only
eight months’ time, we will see
our exchange partners again in
their home town of Freiburg.
Mrs Magee from the German
Department said: “The German
Exchange 2013 was a great
experience. Not only did the
students improve their linguistic
skills, but strong friendships were
made throughout the visit, which
was lovely to see.”
Katie Wilson 10 Ogborn
Rebecca Charlton
10 Heptinstall

Out and about, The Shambles
seemed endless as we spent
a day getting lost in York, but
we were eventually able to
ﬁnd our way thanks to Google
Maps and 3G internet. Our
visit to Alnwick tested our new
friendships and communication
15

It’s not every day that you get
to meet the Duke of Cambridge,
Prince William! However, former
Emmanuel College student
Adam Herczeg was given the
honour of attending an event
at Buckingham Palace, at which
he received a medal from the
Prince for exceptional work in
the community.
Following ten years of voluntary
coaching at Gateshead
Redheugh Football Club, Adam
was commended along with
150 others for the work he does
to help young people at the
club develop as footballers. He
received the award from the
head of the English FA due to
the progression that the club
has seen under his guidance
both on and oﬀ the pitch in
his role as youth development
oﬃcer.
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Adam himself said: “It was such
a proud moment and a really
great day at the palace. We got
escorted in and just had a cup
of tea in the Queen’s ballroom
before receiving our awards.”

whilst we may not all have the
ability to reach the highest level
in what we do, we can still make
a big diﬀerence by putting our
minds to it and doing our best
in the roles we have.

Adam’s work has shown him
to be an excellent role model,
and he has demonstrated that,

James Cummins 10 Peterson
Penny Rose Scott 10 Peterson

