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EDITORIAL

Over the past few weeks, the 
world has been mourning and 
supporting France, in reaction 
to the horrific attacks on the 
people of Paris.  With 130 
casualties and 368 people left 
injured, it is an overwhelmingly 
difficult task to decide how we 
are to react.  It’s hard to find a 
civilised response in the face of 
such violence and barbarity.

The natural response would be 
one of fury and hate, and to a 
certain extent, anger is the right 
reaction; the crimes committed 
were utterly appalling, and 
the fact that they provoke a 
sense of righteous anger in us 
is testament to our recognition 
of their depravity.  The French 
government, recognising its 
duty to protect its citizens, 
has already begun to retaliate 
against ISIS in the form of 
airstrikes on territory held by the 
terrorists.  But a government’s 
role and that of individual 
citizens in response to such 
events are different.  How 
should we respond individually 
to this crime against our closest 
neighbours?

The very word ‘terrorism’ points 
to the aim of these attacks: to 
frighten and antagonise us, 
fuelling our hatred towards ISIS 
and causing us to point fingers 
and suspect one another.  By 
responding in hatred, we are 
simply giving them what they 
wanted to achieve through 
these atrocities.  In light of 
this, it must be argued that it 
is our responsibility to respond 
in calmness, and even in 
forgiveness of them.  Matthew 
5:44-48 says: “But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you ... He 
causes his sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the 

unrighteous.  If you love those 
who love you, what reward will 
you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that?  And if you 
greet only your own people, what 
are you doing more than others?  
Do not even pagans do that?  
Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly father is perfect.”  This 
famous Bible passage points to 
our duty as individuals not to 
respond in a hateful way, which 
will only have the potential to 
cause more harm.  Rather, if we 
respond in forgiveness and love, 
we show that we are stronger, 
and we rise above them, not 
sinking to their level. 

This is a controversial idea.  
It is also extremely difficult; 
offering such advice is easy 
when you’re not one of those 
who have been robbed of 
someone they love.  The burden 
of grief laid upon the families 
of the victims is unimaginable, 
yet we have already seen 
examples of extraordinary 
bravery emerge from these 
terrible events.  Antoine Leiris, 
who lost his wife in the attack 
on the Bataclan concert hall, 
emphatically declared in a 
statement addressed to ISIS, “I 
will not grant you the gift of 
my hatred.  You’re asking for it, 
but responding to hatred with 
anger is falling victim to the 
same ignorance that has made 
you what you are.”

While we dare not succumb 
to the same hatred that fuels 
ISIS, a forgiving approach on a 
personal level does not preclude 
forceful action from those in 

authority over us.  François 
Hollande’s government would 
be neglecting its mandate and 
failing the French people if it 
were to ignore the blow struck 
by ISIS, and its duty is to ensure 
that such an attack does not 
happen again.  Debate will 
undoubtedly rage over whether 
or not a military response is 
efficient, and whether or not 
other efforts should be carried 
out in tandem; however, it 
now rests upon French MPs 
to decide what they sincerely 
believe to be the wisest course 
of action, and not to be afraid 
then to carry it out.  Our own 
government, in order to prevent 
Britain being ISIS’ next victim, 
will be faced with a similar 
decision, and we must pray that 
both administrations will receive 
guidance.

In tandem with the responses 
which Britain’s and France’s 
governments implement, we 
must also pray for ISIS.  We 
don’t pray that they would 
benefit and prosper; we pray 
that they would come to 
repentance.  We pray that they 
would realise that they are 
wrong, and that they would 
turn away from the terrible 
things which they are doing.  
That we are prepared to believe 
in forgiveness and redemption 
is the single most powerful 
characteristic that distinguishes 
us from them.

MATTHEW FAIRHURST 
13 Roberts
AMELIA CALVERT 13 Clegg
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2nd place, only three seconds 
away from the title and the 
prize of a £20,000 Rigid 
Inflatable Boat.

Moore is an experienced 
competitor, having attended the 
National Final for the last four 
years.  He was even involved 
in teaching the victor of the 
competition: “Seeing him win 
was a very nice thing for us,” he 
said, “especially since my dad 
and I have instructed him from 
the very beginning.”

As the UK’s number two in 
powerboating, he’s grateful for 
the experience in professional 

Emmanuel’s own James Moore 
competed in the National Titles 
in the Youth Powerboating 
Championships.

The National Final of the Honda 
RIB Challenge was held on 
Sunday 13 September.  This was 
the conclusion to a competition 
which commenced in May and 
saw hundreds of young power 
boaters from across the country 
compete for the National 
Title.  Having fought off tough 
competition, James Moore (12 
Greenshields,) made it to the 
final; however, he was sadly 
pipped to the post, finishing in 

sport, “Although 
I won’t be 
competing in 
these events any 
more as I will 
be too old, my 
experiences 
have taught 
me to enjoy 
every moment in the boat and 
not to worry about results I can’t 
change.”

KATIE WILSON 12 Simblet

COME SAIL AWAY...

DIGGING A LITTLE DEEPER
In late November, students met 
with Bishop Martin Morrison, 
from Christian charity Love 
Trust, to hand over a cheque 
which represented a year of 
hard work and sacrifice! 

Students have raised nearly 
£45,000 in celebration of the 
College’s 25th anniversary, 
which will be used to build 
a new school in one of the 
poorest areas of South Africa.  
The money will be used to 

build a school in 
the township of 
Tembisa, an area 
roughly the same 
size as Tyneside.  
The school will be 
environmentally-
friendly, built out of 
recycled shipping 
containers and 
generate its own 
solar power.

Bishop Martin told students: 
“Thank you for your effort, blood, 
sweat and tears and all you have 
done to love your neighbour.  We 
believe as Christians that we need 
to provide love, care and good 
education with values and a 
moral compass for the poorest of 
the poor ... We are so delighted 
and thankful for what you have 
done and the huge amount of 
effort you have put in.  Thank you 
for this extraordinary gift.”

MISS GARDNER
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THE FUTURE OF FINANCE:

4

Upon arrival, the strength 
of the competition became 
apparent, as the Royal Grammar 
School set the standard for the 
day ahead with an impressive 
and confidently delivered 
presentation. 

As penultimate contenders, our 
team, which consisted of Adam 
Bradford, Matthew McTeer, 
Alice Cassidy and me, took to 
the floor.  Each team member 
assessed how particular aspects 
of global economic conditions 
should influence the UK 
Monetary Policy Committee’s 
decision with regard to the base 
rate and the level of quantitative 
easing in the economy.  As a 
team, we presented our findings 
by way of a severity index and 
the judges were really impressed 
by our novel approach.  Despite 
our initial nerves rehearsing, 
the presentation was delivered 
excellently and thus provided 

‘Hi, guys … Bank of England team here!’ 
This phrase has now become iconic after the team’s interview 
with G Conomics, following the Bank of England regional heats. 

scope for the judges to give 
us an intense question-and-
answer session to push our 
knowledge further.  Mr Clarke 
commented, “Their presentation 
was outstanding and the 
judges gave them a real grilling 
during the question-and-answer 
session which followed … I was 
very proud of the students and 
they ought to be very proud of 
themselves.”

After a prolonged wait while 
the judges deliberated, we sat 
demoralised as a consequence 
of the judges fierce questioning. 
Finally, it was revealed that 
Newcastle Sixth Form College 
were the winners and through 
to the nationals.  However, 
all hope was not lost; when 
we were leaving, judge 
Andrew Hebden, the North-
East Deputy Agent for the 
Bank of England, beckoned us 
over.  He commented that we 

shouldn’t be leaving “thinking 
you weren’t up there with the 
winners,” as he had scored us 
joint first, and the judges’ final 
decision had ultimately been 
split after much deliberation.

We left the Hilton, Gateshead, 
buoyed by his comments, and 
proud of our achievement as the 
best Emmanuel team to date!  
We look forward to welcoming 
the North-East Deputy Agent 
into College, when he visits to 
talk about careers in the Bank of 
England later in the year. 

JASMIN SANGHA 
13 Greenshields



5

LET’S GET DOWN TO BUSINESS...
The Business Game, despite 
interrupting our normal routine, 
really helped us to learn about 
business and enterprise.  We 
learned about the different 
processes which businesses 
use, such as brainstorming 
ideas, researching and analysing 
competitors, designing websites 
and advertisements, and doing 
in-depth market research.  
Despite being extremely 
difficult, stressful and intense at 
times, I really enjoyed working 
with my team and participating 
in the Business Game.  I hope 
all future Year 9 students 
will similarly embrace this 
opportunity!

ABID CHOUDHURY 
9 Parkinson

The Business Education 
Department would like to 
thank all alumni and parents 
who offered their advice 
and support to students 
participating in the Business 
Game.  The Department 
is very keen to hear from 
anyone else who would be 
willing to support Business 
and Enterprise activities with 
their expertise.  

If you are able to help, 
please contact Mr Robson 
on 0191 460 2099.

and experienced judges.  For 
every team involved, it was not 
an easy task.  There were many 
issues and difficulties which 
were reflective of a typical 
business situation, including 
technical, financial and creative 
problems. 

By Friday, each of the Emmanuel 
teams had readied themselves 
for the judges.  Over the course 
of the day, each team presented 
their business proposal.  After 
all 12 teams had given their 
presentations, the five judges 
had to make the decision to pick 
the top four teams for a tough 
question-and-answer session.  

Two Emmanuel teams, Platinum 
Plus and Endurance, were 
picked to go through.  

After a few tough questions, 
the judges then left again to 
make their final decision.  In the 
end, the runners up were Team 
Endurance, from Emmanuel, 
who had improved their 
presentation massively!  The 
triumphant winners were the 
almighty Team Alpha from The 
King’s Academy, who won an 
impressive £400! 

Congratulations to both teams 
who have clearly worked 
incredibly hard throughout the 
whole process. 

In early November, three 
teams of 15 Year 9 students 
travelled to The King’s Academy, 
Middlesbrough, to receive their 
briefing about the focus of this 
year’s Business Game.  This is 
a competition where students 
representing all four ESF schools 
compete in an entrepreneurial 
challenge.  The teams must 
develop a product or service 
that meets at least one of eight 
briefs.  This includes an array 
of products, such as a piece 
of wearable technology, a 
new brand of chocolate, or a 
new brand of breakfast cereal.  
Then roles, (such as Managing 
Director, Website Developer, 
and Finance Director,) were 
distributed to different members 
of the team. 

For the duration of the week, 
teams worked together to come 
up with an idea, think of a name 
for their product and company 
and conduct market research.  
They were also required to look 
into potential competitors, use 
software to create a cash flow 
which would project potential 
profits, design a website for 
the company, research how 
to improve and develop their 
business ideas for the future, 
and produce a presentation to 
relay all of this to the expert 
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LIGHTING UP LIVES ON TYNESIDE

THE SHOE BOX APPEAL
For many years now, Emmanuel 
College has supported the 
Blythswood Care Shoe Box 
Appeal.  This year, families and 
friends of Emmanuel gathered 
together to give people from 
Hungary a Christmas that they 
will never forget.  Students 
brought in shoe boxes filled with 
goodies such as sweets, hats, 
scarves, gloves, soap, flannels, 
toys, stationery and so much 
more.  Together we collected a 
total of 285 shoeboxes, over 90 
more than last year.  They will 

be given to men, 
women and 

children 
who 

are less fortunate than 
ourselves, showing them 
that they are loved.  Adam 
Whitehouse, a Blythswood 
Care worker, came to College 
and collected the boxes 
that would later be shipped 
to Hungary.  Mrs Lisk and 
the Charities Committee 
helped students by creating 
starter kits for only £3, 
enabling more people to get 
involved.  Christmas is such a 
wonderful time of happiness 
and giving, and this year, 
Emmanuel has certainly 
shown that with their 
contributions to the appeal. 

LUCY KAY 9 Routledge

One of Emmanuel’s budding 
engineers, Charlotte Saint, 
met with the Duchess of 
Northumberland during a 
recent Christmas light switch-
on ceremony at the Armstrong 
Works.
 

After being reopened with a 
£20 million investment from 
the North-East Reece Group, 
the Armstrong Works factory 
(home to state-of-the-art 
engineering innovations), 
invited the Duchess to complete 
festive traditions by lighting the 

Christmas tree, just outside of 
the factory.  The Duchess was 
given a tour of the site, and was 
accompanied by employees, 
charities and community 
organisations from the West End 
of Newcastle; all of whom are 
supported by the Reece Group.
 
The Duchess said: “I am 
honoured to have been invited 
to switch on the Christmas-
tree lights by the Reece Group 
which has re-energised an iconic 
North-East business through 
investment across the board.  It 
is heart-warming to see how 
a family business in the 21st 
Century cares about the local 
community and invests heavily 
in education and training for 
the wellbeing of the area.”

DYLAN STODDART 10 Wood 
JAMES FERRY 10 Wood
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A CHILEAN ADVENTURE

The Emmanuel Times’ very own 
Publications editor, Matthew 
Fairhurst (12/13 Roberts), is 
preparing to head out on one 
of the most exciting trips of his 
life so far!  He is heading to Chile 
to work at a school for a year, 
beginning in August 2016.  

Matthew enjoys languages, 
and going to Chile will help 

him learn Spanish, as well as 
helping the school.  However, 
there is a more significant 
reason why Matthew chose 

Chile: when teachers gain 
a good English 
qualification in 
Chile, nearly all of 

them head out to the 
USA, for a better life.  Therefore 
the children are missing out on 
a chance which could help them 
in their future - learning English.

Matthew feels that he has 
received an exceptionally good 
education here at Emmanuel 
College, and he wants to give 
something back- so what better 
way to do it than help other 
school students like himself?

Project Trust is the charity 
which is paying for Matthew 
(and many others) to go and 
help schools around the world.  
They are based off the west 
coast of Scotland, and Matthew 
attended a week of activities 
on the Isle of Coll (a ferry ride 
from Oban).  Project Trust sends 
hundreds of young people 
around the world each year, and 
it must be a great experience, 
feeling you have changed the 
lives of students and families 
alike!

Matthew is looking forward to 
Christmas in Chile, as it is a very 
heavily Roman Catholic country, 

and it will be interesting to 
experience how they celebrate 
Christ’s birth.  In addition to 
that, he is hoping to have the 
chance to travel to Machu 
Picchu during his visit!

The only downside to this 
adventure is the fact that 
Matthew needs to raise a 
staggering £6,200 by next 
year!  He can raise about half 
of this cost by writing to trusts; 
however, he still needs your 
help.  Could you help Matthew 
reach Chile?  All you have to do 
is fill up a Smarties tube with 
pennies, or more if you can.  
You can help make a difference 
to the lives of Chilean students!  
You can help them find jobs and 
give them qualifications.  You 
can even help them support 
their families and build a future 
for themselves - a task made 
much easier through learning 
English!

To learn more about Project 
Trust, or if you perhaps are 
interested in following in the 
footsteps of Matthew, visit 
http://projecttrust.org.uk

ALIX SLADDIN 9 Glover

If you’re willing to make 
a donation to this worthy 
cause, please see the 
GetFairhursttoChile link on 
ParentPay.

Vive la France!
From the 19-20th November 2015, Matthew Fairhurst, alongside his tutor group, 12 and 13 
Roberts, organised a French breakfast.  This was the first in a series of activities which aims to 

promote and fundraise for Matthew’s trip to Chile.  Students enjoyed sampling 
a number of French delicacies with, of course, the staple croissant proving a 
favourite with many.  Over £100 was raised on the Thursday, with even more 

donated to the appeal the following day.  We wish Matthew the very best in all of 
his fundraising activities.

JAMES STRICKLAND 9 Routledge

Are you interested in 
purchasing this piece of 
rugby history?  Looking 
for a last minute Christmas 
present?  Or, are you just 
happy to make a donation 
and help a worthy cause?  If 
the answer to any of those 
questions is ‘yes,’ we would 
like to hear from you! If you 
are interested in bidding on 
this must-have memorabilia, 
all you need to do is drop 
a sealed envelope into 
Reception by Monday 21st 
December. The winner 
will be drawn later that day, 
to ensure delivery before 
Christmas!
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THE CURRENT BALANCE 
OF THE FUND IS :

£34931.71 

Naturally, it can be expected 
that an opportunity to be 
involved in such a prestigious 
event doesn’t come around 
often, yet Rebecca Conway was 
talented enough to take to the 
stage this year. 

Rebecca is a soprano soloist and 
chorister at the Sage Gateshead 
who aspires to become a 
professional singer.  Therefore, 
she was delighted when her 
choir, Quay Voices, was asked to 
perform in the BBC proms.  Out 
of the whole country, Rebecca’s 
choir was one of four youth 
choirs selected to take part.  
Her whirlwind experience took 
her on an 11-day residential 
in Birmingham and London, 
which involved long days of 
rehearsals with the entire choir, 
accompanied by Simon Halsey, 
the Chorus Master. 

On 9 September, Rebecca took 
to the stage at Birmingham 
Symphony Hall, widely 
considered one of the finest 
symphony halls in the 
world.  Her choir performed 

Edward Elgar’s ‘Dream of 
Gerontius,’ with Sir Simon 
Rattle conducting, and were 
accompanied by solos from 
Magdelena Kožená, Toby 
Spence and Roderick Williams.  
Following this, the performance 
was repeated at The Royal 
Albert Hall in London, which 
has a capacity of up to 5,272. 
They took part in the Proms 75, 
the penultimate night of the 
ceremony.

“It was an amazing feeling to be 
involved in such a phenomenal 
performance,” said Rebecca. “It 
was out of this world to perform 
with Sir Simon Rattle!” 

Currently, Rebecca is studying 
Classical Voice at the Centre for 
Advanced Training at the Sage 
Gateshead.  With a passion for 
music, her experience at the 
BBC Proms has influenced her to 
make some big decisions about 
her future.  She enthused that 
she would “love this to become a 
full-time career” and, after such 
a promising start, she is well on 
her way to achieving this goal. 

We wish her the best of luck for 
the future, and hope to see her 
take to the stage again soon! 

CHARLOTTE SEFTON 
12 Simblet

RISING STAR AT THE BBC PROMS

The BBC Proms celebrates its 120th year 
in 2015 and operates with the aim of 
presenting a wide and varied range 
of music that’s performed at a high 
standard to a very large audience.
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Katie Wilson, 12 Simblet, 
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What does outstanding teaching look like? 

9

Throughout its history, 
Emmanuel College has 
maintained an ‘outstanding’ 
Ofsted inspection rating, and 
this is primarily thanks to the 
wonderful teaching provided 
by our staff.  Because of this, 
Emmanuel has been named a 
‘teaching school’, meaning that 
we help train and develop new 
and experienced school staff.  
Mrs R Scott, head of Continuing 
Professional Development, took 
some time to talk to us about 
how she helps to maintain 
this very high standard of 
‘outstanding’ education. 

One of the most important 
aspects of teaching for Mrs 
Scott is passion, which must 
be accompanied by expertise.  
Without these, it would be 
impossible to inspire young 
people, and to communicate 
to them the significance of the 
information you share.  These 
traits are what have the most 
impact on the class. 

A priority in the art of lesson 
planning, said Mrs Scott, is 
always to know your students, 
and to plan the lesson to bring 
out their strengths in the best 
way possible.  It’s essential 
to be aware of what makes 
students tick, and how they 
learn best.  Knowing this, it is 
much easier to build the correct 

classroom atmosphere, with 
a firm but warm relationship 
between students and teacher.  
Expectations are high, and 
are set clearly, and routine is 
important.  Once you have 
established this atmosphere, 
everything else can flow from it. 

In recent years, a shift has taken 
place in what Ofsted looks 
for in a good classroom.  The 
atmosphere is to have good 
dynamic and rigor, and is best 
achieved as a result of the 
energy given from the teacher 
and from the students.  Ofsted 
has shifted its focus from how 
the teacher acts to how the 
student reacts. The teacher 
is not required to provide an 
‘exciting’ and ‘entertaining’ 
lesson, but rather to engage 
them with the material, 
encouraging discussion and 
independent reasoning.  
“It’s not supposed to be that 
everything is all-singing, all-
dancing. Outstanding teaching 
is actually more bread-and-
butter than that,” Mrs Scott 
said.  Instead, observers like Mrs 
Scott now look at how students 
behave in class.  Do they think 
and work for themselves?  Do 
they ask questions and help 
each other? 

Assessing a lesson now involves 
a little more student interaction.  

Mrs Scott will always ask the 
students how confident they 
feel about their own progress.  
She will look through their 
exercise books to see how they 
have improved and developed 
from the beginning of the year.  
How the students exit the class 
is also a good sign of the quality 
of the lesson.  If the teacher lets 
the class know that there are 
five minutes left of the lesson, 
and they are surprised, or even 
sad, then this is a good indicator 
that they had become well 
involved, and were finding the 
lesson enjoyable but intense.  
This isn’t about the teacher’s 
personality, or how well the 
class is entertained.   

If you aspire to be an 
outstanding teacher, one of 
the best things you can do is to 
ask some of the excellent staff 
you know if you can observe 
their lessons.  You can learn 
from those who’ve had more 
experience, and you can take 
advice from them.  You should 
also prove that you’re willing to 
get involved in the education 
system; taking part in work 
experience is an essential part of 
entering education as a career.  
Mrs Scott has seen many a 
well qualified applicant turned 
down for lack of experience.  
If possible, get a placement 
at a ‘teaching school,’ like 
Emmanuel, to be a part of 
some of the best teaching 
in the country.  Take part in 
a system like ‘Students Into 
Schools’ to help you observe 
and shadow teachers, and be 
sure to take advantage of these 
opportunities so that you can 
be certain that this is what you 
want to do day-to-day.  Being 
‘good’ at a subject isn’t all that 
qualifies you to become an 
‘outstanding’ teacher; you need 
the passion, the drive and the 
overwhelming desire to inspire. 

AMELIA CALVERT 13 Clegg  
CHARLOTTE SEFTON 12 Simblet
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Out of Africa
Teaching healthcare to young 
people in Senegal is just one of 
the many adventures Bethany 
Herbertson has had since 
graduating from Emmanuel 
College.

Having studied English Literature 
at Newcastle University, Bethany 
decided that she wanted to 
travel the world.  Having 
carried out some research, 
she discovered International 
Citizen Service, a group which 
sends young people all over 
the world to carry out charity 
work alongside locals.  Their 
aim is to “tackle fragments of a 
much bigger problem.”  Once 
Bethany had been assigned to a 
charity, the international version 
of the YMCA, she was given 
the opportunity to pick which 
country she wanted to spend 
her time in; she chose Senegal. 
Bethany stayed with a 
Senegalese family, who spoke 
French.  It was a challenge using 
the language again, having not 
studied it since GCSE, but living 
in a country where it is spoken 
made it easier to resume.  There 
was also an added complication 
of the local tongue, Wolof, 
which was the language 
that had to be used to teach 
healthcare to the community.  
Each foreign volunteer was 
partnered with a local volunteer.  
This meant that the locals could 
continue to help in their own 
community once Bethany’s 
team left. 

The primary focus of the 

aid given was to educate 
about healthcare, specifically 
malaria and HIV/AIDS.  Going 
to hospitals is seen as a very 
private thing, so many local 
people choose not to go, 
thinking that it is undignified.  
This is harmful to the health 
of the community, and the 
volunteers spent some of their 
time trying to encourage people 
to attend hospitals.  Practical 
aid was also given in the area of 
digging holes to build safe and 
sanitary toilets in the residences. 
Bethany also assisted with ‘The 
Gutter Project;’ this was where 
volunteers dug gutters so 
that rubbish and waste water 
wouldn’t flow through the 
houses, which would ultimately 
reduce the spread of disease.  
The locals were keen to learn 
about these issues, and wanted 
to develop skills in order to 
improve their own community 
so that they weren't dependent 
on external aid.

Now, Bethany is studying 

law, and heading 
towards her 
childhood dream 
of a career which 
involves both being a lawyer 
and teaching in Africa.  Upon 
her recent visit to College, she 
commented: “Coming back 
into College was surreal. As I 
walked up the steps, I found 
myself wondering if my tie was 
pushed up to my top button. 
Then, I realised I wasn't wearing 
one!  It was so lovely to catch 
up with a few of the teachers 
who have had a huge influence 
on my academic interests and 
achievements.  Hearing about 
the new endeavours of the 
students, including the Charities 
Committee, was fantastic, 
and I hope I offered some 
encouragement in that area!  But 
mainly it was just great to see the 
school is still as welcoming and 
productive as I remember it.”

AMELIA CALVERT 13 Clegg  
CAITLYN HUTCHINSON 8 Cox

Our sixth-form Publications 
Editors caught up with some 
former students to find out what 
they’ve been up to since leaving 
College ... 

ALUMNI CATCH UP
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Home to a “phenomenal” array 
of rock formations, Stephen 
speaks of finding himself in 
the middle of what looks like 
an old Western film.  He’s also 
travelled far enough, and met 
enough people, to know that 
stereotypes tend to bear, at best, 
only partial relation to reality.  
“There’s a really different way of 
life. I had a stereotype of Texans 
being cowboys and rednecks, and 
it’s just not the case.  There are 
some lovely people out here,” he 
concludes.

What advice is there for those 
still at Emmanuel?  Stephen 
has certainly faced challenges; 
he misses Newcastle, and even 
the Geordie accent.  “I have to 
speak slowley,” he sighs.  “But 
you learn to be more patient with 
people.”  He also emphasises 
how much the friends he made 
at Emmanuel still mean to him 
years after leaving, and how the 
discipline and structure - “even 
basic things like good manners 
and respect” - turned him into a 
more motivated and resourceful 
person. 

“Stick with your friends as long as 
possible,” he advises, “and whilst 
your studies are undoubtedly 
very important, there are always 
options if things don’t go the way 
you wanted.  I wish I’d worked 
harder, but thankfully, I’ve had 
loads of opportunities: don’t get 
disheartened.”

MATTHEW FAIRHURST 
13 Roberts

Globetrotting 
Alumnus: From Lobley 
Hill to Los Angeles
Coaching Brad Pitt and Angelina 
Jolie’s children at football is 
probably not the most common 
next step taken by Emmanuel 
leavers.  That, however, is 
exactly what alumnus Stephen 
Herczeg has been doing with 
his time, after swapping Lobley 
Hill for Los Angeles.

After leaving Emmanuel seven 
years ago, Stephen spent time at 
college, but eventually decided 
that it wasn’t for him.  “I was 
sitting in a classroom most days,” 
he recalls, “and it just wasn’t 
what I wanted.”  When offered 
the chance to coach football in 
southern USA, he chose to swap 
theory for practice; having spent 
two years studying Business and 
ICT at A-Level, he admits that 
“the thought of sitting in front of 
a computer screen for 40 hours a 
week drove me insane!”

Stephen’s coaching in California 
sees him come up against a 
broad range of challenges.  “We 
take the little guys on a weekend, 
the three-year-olds … which is 
pretty much like herding cats …” 
he laughs.  “But then we also 
have eighteen- and nineteen-

year-olds, which is obviously a 
lot more technical and tactical.”  
Stephen also coaches teenagers 
with mental handicaps - in 
recent weeks, he’s been working 
with a sixteen-year-old who 
has the mental age of three.  
The young man was able to 
play football for the first time 
in his life, and his parents were 
overjoyed.  “It was very fulfilling 
… it’s unbelievable,” Stephen 
grins.

There have been stranger 
experiences, too.  He’s been 
mistaken for Scottish, Welsh, 
Irish, Scandinavian, New 
Zealander and even Mexican, 
not to mention the “chaos” 
brought on when Brad Pitt 
and Angelina Jolie’s children 
showed up for training one 
day, accompanied by two 
bodyguards and the full force 
of the paparazzi.  “You got an 
insight into their life,” Stephen 
laughs, “but it was a fiasco.  It 
was quality, and it was a chance 
I’d never have had in Newcastle.  
I did try to get an invite to dinner 
at their house … sadly, the 
bodyguard wasn’t having any of 
it!”

At the same time, 
preconceptions have been laid 
to rest. Stephen has had the 
chance to travel extensively 
around southern USA, visiting 
places such as San Francisco 
and the Grand Canyon.  The 
best trip? “Sedona, in Arizona.”  
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Each year, 22 million students 
aged 13-19 from 43 countries 
take part in the prestigious F1 
in Schools contest across the 
globe.  This year, our Team 
Shockwave F1 secured a place 
in the World Finals after being 
placed 3rd at the National 
Competition.  Coming third gave 
us the opportunity to form a 
collaboration team between the 
United Kingdom and Australia, 
providing the task of managing 
a team from opposite sides 
of the world.  Although the 
eleven-hour time difference 
was a struggle throughout the 
three months’ preparation time, 
which included spending a large 
amount of our summer holidays 
in school, when we arrived in 
Singapore, everything came 
together as we had hoped.

As soon as we arrived at the 
Hard Rock Hotel, where the 
competition was being held, we 
could instantly see how large 
the competition was going to 
be; the standard from national 
to world level was a large jump 
and we knew we would be in for 
a challenge.  In order to get to 
know the other teams, everyone 
was invited on a day trip to the 
Singapore High Flyer and the 
Gardens by the Bay where we 
met amazing people from places 
such as Vietnam, Germany and 
Greece.  Later that evening, 
we began the first stage of the 
competition which was to set 
up our Pit Display in two hours; 
although the time limit sounds 
like enough time, the last ten 
minutes involved a lot of running 
back and forth but, thankfully, 
we completed it just in time!

As the competition continued 
over the next few days, there 
were many late nights practising 
verbal presentations, preparing 
for engineering and scrutiny, and 
finally, making sure the whole 
team understood our objectives.  
“It was one of the hardest things 
I’ve ever had to do,” said Declan.  
“We had to work really closely as 
a team yet we’d never met and 
only had a short time to get to 
know each other.  The lessons I 

learned from managing a team 
and effective communication 
will be really invaluable for the 
future.  The distance proved 
challenging when learning our 
verbal presentations, as we had 
not joined together as a team 
before our meeting in Singapore.  
All our judging went very well, 
despite our car not performing 
to our full satisfaction.  In the 
end, all our hard work paid off: 
we came 14th overall (out of 47 
teams) and achieved 3rd for our 
verbal presentations and 6th for 
our engineering judging.

Two members of our team, 
James Rodger and Declan 
Southern, impressed the judges 
to such an extent that they were 
scouted by the Ranstad Williams 
Engineering Academy.  They 
have been allocated a Williams 
engineer to tutor them through 
e-learning with the hope to 
proceed with the Williams F1 
Team after University.  James 
said: “It was a complete shock 
to be selected.  We’d sent 
applications and CVs before the 
competition then found out we 
were down to the last 25.  We 
had to do group interviews 
in Singapore and then the 
winners were announced at a 
presentation.  It gives us a foot in 
the door – it’s the best chance you 
could get to have a career in F1.”

Aside from the competition, the 
F1 in Schools team arranged 
several activities for us to get 
involved in during our visit.  
This included a trip to Universal 
Studios Singapore and an 
invitation for afternoon tea 

with the British High 
Commissioner 
of Singapore.  

On top of this, we also enjoyed 
a visit to Pit Lane Walk, were the 
Singapore Grand Prix was held 
the very next day.  James and 
Declan were invited to have a 
tour through the Williams F1 
paddocks and to meet all the 
engineers involved in their team. 
Harry and I were invited into 
the Redbull Racing Pit to speak 
to the chief engineer of their 
team which was an incredible 
experience for us both.

The whole experience has 
provided us with an opportunity 
to develop many skills, not 
only within engineering.  This 
includes communicating 
effectively, working as a team, 
and confidently engaging in 
public speaking.  “It was an 
overwhelming, unique and 
life-changing experience, and 
amazing to be on the world stage 
of the competition, along with 46 
other teams and 350 competitors 
from all over the globe,” said 
Harry.  We can take a great deal 
from the whole competition, and 
it has inspired us all to follow 
the footsteps of automotive 
engineers by studying 
Mechanical Engineering at 
University.

After the successes of Singapore, 
the whole team is determined 
to compete again next year and 
to achieve our goal of reaching 
the world final in Texas.  The 
team is indebted to the entire 
Technology Department, who 
have been a massive support 
throughout the process; 
particularly Mrs Glover, who 
has been our staunchest 
supporter, and without 
whom none of this 
would have been 
possible.

CHARLOTTE SAINT 
13 Clarke

F1 SUCCESS IN SINGAPORE
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FACING OUR FEARS IN WHITHAUGH

Bleary eyed and half asleep, 
having risen hours earlier than 
they had been used to, our 
intrepid adventurers (more 
commonly known as Year 
12) boarded the bus for the 
Scottish borders.  Whithaugh 
Park awaited, with three days’ 
worth of activity, and a whole 
lot of midge swatting.  As an 
initiation process into sixth-form 
life, the challenges of the visit 
were to test your own limits, 
get to know new people and, of 
course, do ‘hard’ things. 

The activities began 
immediately.  With a whole 
array of options packed into 
the day, there wasn’t a second 
available to be bored.  For 
many, the trip was a chance to 
try activities for the first time, 
such as abseiling, archery 
and raft-building.  Everyone 
threw themselves fully into the 
tasks.   It would be difficult to 
find a single person who failed 
to experience the Whithaugh 
rite of passage of getting 
totally drenched with water; 
particularly in kayaking and raft-
building, where falling in the 
freezing cold lake was always 
expected.  Similarly dramatic 
were the mountain biking 
falls; several students took a 
considerable tumble while 
racing down the twisting trails.  
Despite this, though, mountain 
biking turned out to be one of 
the most popular activities.

Another highlight was the 
300-metre zip wire.  
Who could forget 
hurtling through 
the sky with a 
backdrop of a 
breath-taking 
sunset?  

Here, several students 
conquered their fear of heights, 
just one example of the 
overcoming of obstacles that 
Whithaugh allowed. 

“I have been abseiling many 
times and I thought I’d never do 
it,” said Bronwyn Riani.  “Getting 
over the fear of jumping off was 
amazing.  I liked Whithaugh 
because I could get to know 
people outside of the classroom 
environment.  It was less 
professional; more real.”  

It’s clear that the trip 
strengthened a lot of pre-
existing friendships, but for 
a few new faces, this was the 
first experience of Emmanuel 
College life. 

“It was a little frightening at 
first, since everyone knew each 
other and I was practically 
an outsider,” admitted Lucy 
Evanson.  “But being at 
Whithaugh pushed me into a 
group of people who weren’t in 
any of my lessons, so I wouldn’t 
necessarily have spoken to them.  
It was good to find my footing 
and get to know people, and I 
didn’t feel like an outsider after 
a couple of hours, which was 
great.” 

For our new arrivals, it was 
a chance to get to know 
Emmanuel.  For those returning 
in Sixth Form, there was a real 
sense of camaraderie among 
old friends.  Though intense 
and jam-packed, Whithaugh 
was a great way to let off steam 
before the challenge of Sixth 
Form began.

CHARLOTTE SEFTON 
12 Simblet 
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RUGBY FEVER

NORTHUMBRIA POLICE CADETS

The Northumbria Police Cadet 
scheme is a four-year course for 
young people aged 14-15 in the 
North-East.  

It provides an opportunity 
to develop useful life skills 
and qualifications such as the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award.  
Opportunities include meeting 
new people and enjoying a taste 
of what it’s like to be a police 
officer. This is also accompanied 
with the satisfaction that you’re 
benefitting the local community 
and receiving an opportunity to 
make a real difference.  

Students attending the course 
commented: “I would like to 
become a police officer one day, 
so I hope the cadets will give me 

a good opportunity to achieve 
my goal.”  A particular highlight 
was a visit to the Air-Support 
Unit: “The Air-Support Unit was 
brilliant and the crew were really 
helpful.  I want to join the unit 
when I’m older.”

Each week, cadets are trained 
in a different area.  This ranges 
from night-shift patrols to 
visiting departments within 
the police service, to helping 
to train student police officers.  
This scheme will certainly help 
when it comes to making those 
all-important career choices, 
and will be particularly helpful 
in supporting applications of 
those who want to become a 
police officer in the future.

Volunteer police cadets meet 
once a week and there is a 
voluntary donation of £3 per 
week to cover basic expenses.

JAMES FERRY 10 Wood

As the Rugby World cup 
descended on England, 
with three of the games 
being played at our very 
own St James’, Emmanuel 
was caught up in World 
Cup Fever.  Some of our 
students were even fortunate 
enough to be in attendance 
at some of the games 
which were played locally 
in Newcastle.  Throughout 
the competition, staff and 
students alike remained firmly 
on tenterhooks as England 
(and many of the other teams) 
battled for their place in the 
final, from South Africa’s 
early defeat against Japan, to 
New Zealand’s triumphant 
victories, and England’s 
disappointingly premature 
exit from the competition.  We 
caught up with some teachers 

to find out how the fever 
affected them!

Mr Hall: “I think that the 
commentators and the fans 
can easily agree that this World 
Cup was the best yet.  The final 
outcome was very predictable: 
Australia vs. New Zealand.  
A notable performance by 
Argentina for making it to the 
semi-final, they did really well.  
Well done to Scotland for being 
the only UK country to make it to 
the last eight, Japan played really 

well and showed South Africa 
the dangers of arrogance.” 

Mr Stewart: “I really enjoyed 
this World Cup!  I had never 
watched a game of rugby 
before it and I ended up 
watching six.  I definitely think 
that the right team won!  New 
Zealand was outstanding.  
Scotland also outdid 
expectations and were subject 
to a controversial decision.”

Ms Colquitt: “A roller-coaster 
of a Rugby World Cup with 
some real lows but exhilarating 
highs.  Definitely looking 
forward to the next Rugby 
World Cup.”

NOAH CHARLTON 8 Colquitt
MAX ABDULGANI 8 Cox 
KIAN MCGORRELL 8 Aspinwall
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DELTA OSCAR FOX-TROT ECHO

15

Matthew Fairhurst (12/13 Roberts) and his Delta team recently 
completed their Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expedition.

Tuesday - Fish and chips are a 
wonderful thing – if you have 
them!  Delta, thanks to previous 
misdemeanours at Clennell 
Hall, had to make do with 
sandwiches and a quiet seat 
by the River Eden.  The bulk of 
Hartley Fell loomed ominously 
out of the dwindling light a 
few miles to the east, issuing its 
silent challenge.

After a visit to church to prepare 
mentally and spiritually for the 
expedition, we were dropped at 
Bowber Head for the night.  

A ridiculously large spider 
was found to be occupying 
the washroom sink, and was 
promptly named ‘Aragog.’  
Setting sun painted the valley a 
lazy orange; then, as the chill set 
in, there was time only to sleep.

Wednesday - “I paint decals on 
vans,” explained the site owner, 
tallying a handful of creased 
notes.  She pointed towards a 
brightly adorned vehicle sitting 
next to the toilets.  “I’ve done 
that one this week …”

Despite the apparently changing 
ways of rural life, farming 
remains ingrained in the area’s 
identity.  A pair of cows blocked 
a narrow woodland path, and 
had to be carefully negotiated. 
Stile after stile, and flock after 
flock, were circumvented 
for hours at a time, with the 
occasional recompense of a 
chocolate bar. Lunch, at Crosby 
Garrett, brought the luxury of 
taps and toilets.

A brief skirt around Kirkby 
Stephen raised echoes of 
civilisation, before a long climb 
towards Ladthwaite.  Piping 
hot camp-stove pasta, atop a 
hill with a view over the small, 
wooded dale, was our reward 
for the day’s grind.

Thursday - Mist and silence cast 
an uneasy sense of foreboding 
over the morning preparations. 
Nine Standards Rigg lay less 
than a kilometre from camp.

The further up the fell’s side the 
group climbed, the more plains 
and slopes spread themselves 
before us, still shrouded in mist 
which wove itself hazily into 
clouds about the surrounding 
hills.  The Nine Standards 
themselves beckoned through 
the fog; nobody knows who 
erected the crumbling stone 
monuments, or how long they 
have stood at the summit.

Having left a green card 
denoting our presence at the 
summit, we ‘negotiated’ some 
extremely boggy land on the far 
side of the fell and took a well 
earned breather at the bottom. 

Fatigue was beginning to take 
its toll, and was exacerbated 
by a long trek around a thickly 
wooded peak.  On arrival 
at Usha Gap, however, the 
discovery of hot showers and 
clean toilets provided a timely 
boost to morale.  Dinner was 
followed by cake, dunked in a 
panful of hot custard.

Friday - “It’s Delta!”
“It’s Echo!”
Six overjoyed figures came 
bounding down the hill, arms 
outstretched, to greet us with 
evident relief.  It was the first 
time on our travels we had 
encountered any of the other 
three Emmanuel groups 
wandering about somewhere 
in the Northern Pennines, and it 
was a welcome encouragement.

It was not to be the last 
encounter Delta had with 
other walkers.  After a mistaken 
excursion around the hilariously 
named Crackpot Hall, we passed 
scores of hikers - primarily 
Americans and Canadians, 
attracted by the area’s renowned 
natural beauty.  Northern 
England’s spectacular fells and 
valleys are too easily taken for 
granted when they lie only two 
hours’ drive away.

Even the first half an hour of 
drizzle on the entire expedition 
failed to dampen spirits.  By 

the time we reached camp at 
Scabba Wath, the back of the 
trek had been well and truly 
broken - and we knew it.

Saturday - Dawn was still 
creeping over the fringes of the 
hills at 6am.  The promise of 
home was almost tangible in the 
cool, moist air.

All that stood between Delta 
and the welcome sight of a 
white minibus was one final 
climb over Harkerside Moor.  In 
spite of the hills’ emptiness, the 
early hour had put the group 
in an optimistic mood as we 
ground steadily towards the 
elusive goal of Aysgarth Falls 
Visitor Centre.  Having re-
entered civilisation at Carperby 
village, Delta finally arrived at 
Aysgarth at 2pm for a rewarding 
ice-cream, or pot of tea.

Alpha, Delta and Echo 
reconvened at Castle Bolton.  
Alpha had suffered rat attacks, 
while Charlie was yet to 
reappear from the hills. Energy 
dwindled in sapping heat; on 
the minibus radio, Newcastle 
played and lost.

“It’s Charlie!”  came a shout at 
long last - the cue for everyone 
else to leap up and go running 
down the road to greet the five 
bedraggled figures grinding out 
the last hundred metres.

It was, finally, time to go home: 
to hot baths, filling meals and 
clean beds.  There are things 
that are far too easy to take for 
granted in everyday life; DofE 
simply leaves you grateful for 
what you have.
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COOL RUNNINGS...

16

Sam Gorman is one of PE’s upcoming sporting sensations, and has already 
demonstrated impressive prowess on track and field. Year 9’s Abid Choudhury 
caught up with Sam to find out what has inspired his successes …

Who was your biggest 
inspiration?
All athletes put in so much 
effort. It is tough to choose.

Who has supported you the 
most?
My parents because they take 
me to so many sessions and, of 
course, my coach.

When did you start taking part 
in athletics?
Last year, during PE. I discovered 
my inner talent for high jump. 
From then, I started going to 
sessions at Blaydon Harriers.

What is your biggest 
achievement?
Competing for Durham County 
in pentathlon, from which 
I qualified for the national 
Harriers trials, a year young.

Is it not daunting to compete 
against older and more 
experienced athletes than 
yourself?
Yes; many are better than 
me. But I know that next year 
I will be competing in the 
same competition as the more 
experienced athletes.

How did it feel coming second 
for the Junior Victor Ludorum 
after your previous success?
It was frustrating to come 
second, but I still really valued 
the experience. I know that I 
was competing against older 
athletes and I did quite well 
overall.

What is your goal for the next 
couple of years?
To continue competing at a 
national level, especially in 

high jump in which I hope to 
qualify for the English Schools 
Competition.

What is your weakest event in 
athletics?
Hurdles currently, as I am too 
tall for the spacing! In the 
future, pole vault is going to be 
a huge challenge.

How do you manage your time 
between homework, playing the 
guitar and athletics?
Athletics sessions come first, 
of course! Playing the guitar is 
more of a hobby and, of course, 
I have my homework to do!

ABID CHOUDHURY 9 Parkinson 
SAM GORMAN 9 Milburn


