
Dear Friends,

As the academic year draws to a close, may I take this opportunity to thank you for 
giving of your time to collaborate with me in my G Conomics enterprises.  Teaching is 
‘an incredibly intricate, complex and beautiful craft’1 , and your input into the lives of 
Emmanuel students has helped to bring this craft to life; showing the students what is 
possible, encouraging them to think big, broadening their horizons and raising their 
aspirations.  Thank you for all that you have done this year.

In September, Elisabeth Ring, OCR Subject 
Leader for Economics, visited College to deliver 
a training session to the Economics department. 
At the end of the meeting, I took the opportunity 
to publicise my first attempts at online tuition.  
The YouTube channel has become something 
of a labour of love, capturing the imagination 
of students and parents.  The channel has been 
officially endorsed by OCR and a direct link to the 
channel can now be found on the OCR website 
: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-
gce-economics-h060-h460-from-2015/

During February half-term, I spent some time at 
the OCR film studios in Coventry where Elisabeth 
and I recorded some footage for G Conomics 
and for the OCR A Level Economics homepage : 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-
gce-economics-h060-h460-from-2015/

Emmanuel College and G Conomics
An endorsement from OCR 

1Jamey Verrilli, Relay Graduate School of 
Education

Subsequently, OCR 
decided to use 
Emmanuel as a 
case study school 
for the teaching of 
Economics.  The 
final version of 
the case study was 
published in May 
and can be found 
on OCR’s Economics 
homepage : http://
www.ocr.org.uk/
Images/305636-
economics-case-study.pdf



In March, I was delighted to be asked to speak 
at OCR’s annual conference where I was able 
to outline how your contributions have helped 
to bring the teaching of economics to life at 
Emmanuel College.

The forum was attended by delegates from 
industry, schools, universities, and publishing.  
Other speakers included Dr Ken Heather, 
Portsmouth University, and Simka Stefanova.  
Ken and Simka have an innovative approach to 
teaching Economics and they travel around Europe 
teaching Economics using a mix of games, video 
material and other exercises.  Next academic year, 
I am hoping to host an Economics Conference for 
local schools which will be delivered by Ken and 
Simka.

G Conomics meets … the Professors

I was delighted when Ron Beadle, Professor of 
Organisation and Business Ethics, Northumbria 
University, very generously agreed to be the 
guinea pig in my G Conomics meets project.  

Following on from this, Ron arranged for 
Emmanuel students to visit the university’s 
Bloomberg Suite where students were given an 
introductory tutorial into share trading.  Mr Scott 
Ellis, Deputy Programme Leader for Business and 
Finance, very kindly gave up his Saturday morning 
to deliver this tutorial.  Our link with Newcastle 
Business School, particularly with Pam Croney, 
Schools Liaison Officer, has ensured that our sixth 
form economists have been kept up-to-date with 
information about the university’s taster days 
and Scott has invited us back to use the new and 
improved trading suite facilities.

Mr Scott Ellis

The layout of the Bloomberg Suite (above) has 
been the inspiration for the construction of the 
new Economics classroom at Emmanuel which we 
hope to have ready for September 2016.



In April, we travelled to the new multi-million 
pound Business School at Durham University 
where we spent the afternoon working with Jason 
Shachat, Professor of Experimental Economics.  
The first practical activity required the students 
to take on the role of buyers and sellers in 
a hypothetical market place.  The Professor 
was the auctioneer in this fast paced practical 
experiment and, to this day, we still recount 
fondly, the Professor’s rapid fire requests for 
‘Bids and Asks’.  The second activity developed 
an A2 concept known as Game Theory which 
is related to behavioural economics.  Two very 
abstract economic concepts brought to life in one 
afternoon.

G Conomics meets … an old 
Instonian

Throughout the year, it has been a pleasure to 
welcome admissions staff from local universities 
to speak with the sixth form economists.  Thank 
you to Miles Reah from Newcastle University, 
and Colin Ferguson from Durham Business 
School.  As soon as I heard Colin’s accent, I 
knew we had something in common; however, 
I didn’t think that we would have a shared 
experience of The Royal Belfast Academical 
Institution.  Small world!

From further afield, it was a pleasure to welcome 
Liz King from the LSE.  It’s good to encourage our 
students to look outside their comfort zone!



G Conomics meets … Alumni

Following on from my interview with Professor 
Ron Beadle, the interviews came thick and fast.  In 
October, Mr Gareth Johnson, Head of Managed 
Investment Services at Brewin Dolphin, agreed 
to an interview at his Newcastle HQ where he 
described the work that he now does in wealth 
management.  This was followed by some 
fine dining at the Northern Counties Club, the 
Northeast’s oldest private members club.  Oh, 
how the other half live!

Another alum, Mr Ross Lillico, Associate Director 
at Nathaniel Lichfield and Partners, agreed to be 
a part of the G Conomics meets project.  Ross 
studied A Level economics at Emmanuel and 
spoke about the economic regeneration work that 
he is involved in across the UK.

Miss Nikki Baldwin, Head Girl 2002-03, is the 
most recent alum to return to College to discuss 
the work which she began in the sixth form and 
continues to this day, working with children and 
young people with learning disabilities.

G Conomics meets … KPMG
It was a pleasure to welcome Kevin Steele (alum) 
and Andrea Simmons to College to talk about 
careers with KPMG.  Andrea was kind enough to 
return to College on a second occasion to deliver 
a lecture to the sixth form about workplace skills.

G Conomics meets … Business and 
Commerce
The College Governors have been crucial in 
enabling me to contact men and women in the 
world of business and commerce.  

From humble beginnings to CEO of Improvement 
Architecture, it was a pleasure to welcome Mr 
Graham Sleep to College.  Indeed, not deterred 
by his first G Conomics interview where Graham 
discussed the challenges he faced throughout his 
career, Graham later returned to College to speak 
to the sixth form about leadership.

Sixth form Engineering students benefitted 
enormously from Graham’s insight into the 
industry.



G Conomics meets … OCR’s new A 
Level assessment criteria
In March, Elisabeth and I recorded some footage 
to help teachers get to grips with the new A Level 
Assessment Criteria.  This features prominently on 
OCR’s A Level Economics webpage : http://www.
ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-economics-
h060-h460-from-2015/

This year, economists have participated in The IFS Student Investor Challenge and The Bank of England 
Target 2.0 Challenge.  The Bank of England Challenge Team comprising Jasmin Sangha, Alice Cassidy, 
Adam Bradford and Matthew McTeer, delivered an outstanding presentation; however, a split decision 
by the judging panel meant that they were narrowly beaten by students from Newcastle College.  The 
examination classes have been a pleasure to teach and I wish them all the very best for the future.

G Conomics meets … 
The Bank of England 
Team

G Conomics 
meets … The 
Bank of England
At The Bank of England 
Target 2.0 Challenge, 
I approached Andrew 
Hebden, Northeast 
Deputy Agent for the 
Bank of England, to 
ask whether or not 
he would be able to 
come to Emmanuel to 
address The Economics 
Society.  Andrew very 
kindly agreed and, a 
few months later, he visited College to address 
The Society and talk about career opportunities 
with The Bank.

G Conomics meets … Lucy Armstrong
As previously mentioned, the College 
Governors have been crucial in enabling me 
to contact men and women in the world of 
business and commerce.  This was also the 
case with our most recent esteemed guest 
speaker to address The Economics Society, 
Lucy Armstrong, CEO The Alchemists Ltd.  
Lucy came to College during the week in 
which the College was holding its own EU 
Referendum vote.  Having chaired a debate 
on the subject the night before at The Sage, 
Gateshead, Lucy captivated the students as 
she outlined the pros and cons of a BREXIT.



In March, it was a pleasure to welcome staff and students to College for the A2 G Conomics Revision 
Day.  Approximately 60 students from other schools were in College for the day’s activities which were 
delivered by staff from the 3 schools.

G Conomics meets … Whitley Bay High School and 
Durham Sixth Form Centre

G Conomics meets … Mr D Ridley
September 2015 saw the reintroduction of 
behavioural economics to the A Level specification.  
With this in mind, Mr Ridley and I have been 
collaborating for some months on a project called 
The Social Experiment!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUTFBnqQ7tY

Thanks to you, this year has been tremendously enjoyable for the 
students.  I look forward to working with you all again in the future.

G Conomics

G Conomics meets … Mr D Bourn
The A2 synoptic paper focused on the Zambian 
economy.  Having spent several years working in 
Zambia, Mr Bourn was able to give a real insight 
into the workings of its economy.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OGuYwMJWHqw


