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The Land of Neverbelieve Project 
Literacy transition for Year 6 students joining Emmanuel in September. 

Below is a literacy project with tasks for you to work through at your own pace. As a Year 7, you will be starting 
English lessons in September looking at Myths and Legends! This project will help prepare you for this exciting new 
unit of work. If you like, you can bring the work you have done as part of this project along to Emmanuel College and 
give it to your English teacher in September.  

Your project is about a wonderful island called ‘The Land of Neverbelieve’. Watch this short video to introduce you 
to this magical place: https://vimeo.com/89322902 

 

Task 1: Read the introduction on the next page that explains how Norman Messenger, an 
explorer and our main character, found the island and what happened next… 

 

Answer these questions: 

1. How did Norman feel when he first saw the island?  
2. What is unusual about this island?  
3. When Norman returned to his boat, the island grew legs and disappeared! He was left 

alone again, at sea. What items had he kept from the island?   

 

https://vimeo.com/89322902
https://vimeo.com/89322902


 

 

 

 



Task 2: Explore the island! Look carefully at the map here:  

 



Choose your favourite part of the island and create an explorer’s log. This is where you will make 
notes about your adventure. What did you find in this part of the island? Include in your 
explorer’s log: 

• Unusual facts  
• A drawing of an animal, plant or building you saw 
• Things to look out for – or avoid! 

_____ 
Task 3: Flora and Fauna (Animals and Plants) The island is full of strange and unusual 
animals and plants. Look at the drawings done by Norman Messenger. 

Animals and plants found on the island: 

 

And in the magical lake: 

 



 

_______ 
Task 4: Stories of the Island 

Every place and culture have their own stories and myths. In the Land of Neverbelieve, the Book 
Mountain whispers stories at bedtime. The islanders build their homes at the foot of the 
mountain so they can listen to these stories.  

Write a short story that the mountain whispers. Decide where on the island your story takes 
place. Here are some ideas: 

• Tell the story of a person who goes into The Dark Spooky Mountains. What dangers did 
they find there? 

• The islands off The Land of Neverbelieve experience terrible storms. Tell the story of what 
happened to the people on the island during one of these storms.  

• The Magical Lake is full of weird walking, swimming and flying life forms. Tell the story of 
one of these creatures and how they evolved on the island.  

 

Reading Suggestions: 

We hope you’ve enjoyed this project! If you’d like to read more about magical lands and myths and legends, here 
are some reading suggestions: 

Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathon Swift 

What Mr Darwin Saw by Mick Manning and Brita Granstrom  

Charles Darwin: Discover the World of Darwin Through the Diary of a Ship's Boy by Alan Gibbons 

Flanimals by Ricky Gervais 

 

 

 

Design your own animal that you have come 
across on the island. Draw it and label it with 
description.  

On the left, you can see an example that Norman 
did. This is the multi-winged parrot. It is shy and 
extremely old. He does not enjoy flying, but his 
many wings help him to hover when foraging for 
nuts. 

Your imaginary animal can be anything you like! 
Think about: 

• What it looks like  
• Where it lives on the island, how it has 

adapted to its habitat  
• What it eats 
• Any unusual qualities it has, does it migrate 

or hibernate?  
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