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THE ART DEPARTMENT 
Year 7 Curriculum  

Autumn/Spring 1 Term 

Introduction to Tone  

Drawing is a form of visual art which applies tone to render a realistic object or create an abstract composition. 

Source of 
knowledge 

From the teacher, the world around them and artists work.  
Contextual Sources; Gargoyle, Van Gogh. 

Knowledge 

Students 
will 
know 
that;  
Drawing 
is a form 
of visual 
art in 
which a person uses various drawing 
instruments to mark on paper or 
another two-dimensional medium.  
Tone in art refers to the light and 
dark values used to render a realistic 
object, or to create an abstract 
composition. 
Students will be taught to use a 
variety of tonal techniques and will 
understand how and when to use 
them.  
These techniques will include;  

o The three basic tonal 
techniques. 

o How and when to 
use which type of 
tone. 

o How to create 
depth/distance and 
texture. 

o How light impacts on 
an object creating 
form, casting 
shadows. 

Students will apply knowledge by;  
• Understanding line and how to build up texture 

using a combination of line. 
o Creating a tonal grid using shading, cross 

hatching and scribble to show the full 
tonal range.  

• Creating form and texture using tone and a range 
of materials. 

o Tone to create form on four basic shapes 
(cube, sphere, cylinder, cone). 

o Observational drawing of student’s own 
tie. 

• Composition of a book cover which answers a 
brief, bringing together their knowledge of line, 
tone, texture and composition.  

o Researching gargoyles and their history.  
o Mind-mapping in a visual format to 

research the topic and collate ideas.  
o Drawing from research and creating their 

own gargoyle. 
o Thumbnail sketches which build on ideas 

and develop a theme.   
o Redesigning the front cover of the book 

‘Night of the Gargoyles’ written by David 
Wiesner. 

Vocabulary 

Line, ripples, dots, scribble, diagonal, cross hatched, continuous, broken, loops, shading, tone, 
overlapping, HB, 2B, 4B, light, shade, texture, form, rendering, cylinder, cube, sphere, cone, 
decorative, composition, tension, interest, curiosity, thumb nail, design.   
Line- A single mark made by a drawing implement. This can be straight, short, curved, fine, 
broken, hatched, fast etc. 
Tone- Different degrees of light and dark. This makes objects look solid and real. 
Composition- Where objects are placed in a picture. This can create both harmony or chaos. 
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Light- Always look for where the light is coming from in the work. 
Form- The visible shape or configuration of something. 
Texture- The look or feel of something.  
Thumbnail sketches- Are drawn quick or abbreviated to explore ideas.  

Assessment 
Focus  

Working to a brief and redesigning ‘The Night of the Gargoyles’ book cover. Knowledge to be 
assessed is; 

o Students demonstrating their understanding of composition.  
o Imagination and creativity in the production of a dramatic book cover, 

that sets the scene.  
o Confident while using tone to create form and texture, showing 

confidence and sensitivity.  
The Year 7 examination grade will be a combination of marks awarded from the ‘The Night of the 
Gargoyles’ coursework (40%), a preparatory drawing of student’s own tie (20%) completed a 
week prior to their examination and a timed observational drawing (40%) completed over two 
lessons. 

 

 

Spring/Sumer 2 Term 

Introduction to Colour  
We can understand and apply colour theory by using the colour wheel and considering colour harmony to create 
compositions that engage the viewer with a balanced visual experience. 

Source of 
knowledge 

From the teacher, the world around them and artists work. 
Contextual Sources; Fauvism (Henri Matisse), Michael Craig Martin. 

Knowledge 

Students 
will know 
that; 
Colour 
theory 
encompasses a multitude of definitions, 
concepts and design applications. 
However, there are three basic 
categories of colour theory that are 
logical and useful: The colour wheel, 
colour harmony, and the context of how 
colour are used. Sir Isaac Newton 
developed the first circular diagram of 
colours in 1666.  
Colour harmony can be defined as a 
pleasing arrangement of parts. In visual 
experiences, harmony is something that 
is pleasing to the eye. It engages the 
viewer and it creates an inner sense of 
order, a balance in the visual 
experience. When something is not 
harmonious, it's either boring or 
chaotic.  
These techniques will include;  

o How to apply, build, layer 
and blend colour to 
create new colours.  

o Using paint to create 
secondary colours. 

o Using oil pastel to layer 
and build colour.  

Students will apply knowledge by;  
• Effective colour blending and rendering 

with pencil crayons. 
o Using primary colours for 

rendering and to create secondary 
colours. 

• Development of painting skills and 
application of paint. 

o Mixing of paint to create 
secondary colours. 

o Using primary colour poster 
paint/watercolours to create 
secondary colours. 

• Creativity in presentation while looking at 
a two contrasting artists from history 
who’s use of colour is a defining factor in 
their work.  

o Analysing artists work, forming 
opinions and using contextual 
knowledge.  

o Using oil pastel to recreate a 
Fauvist piece of work. 

o Researching the work of 
contemporary artist Michal Craig 
Martin. 

o How and when to use which colour 
combination for a different effect. 

o Rendering and blending with 
coloured pencils to apply and 
create primary, secondary and 
tertiary colours. 



o Understanding 
composition and balance 
within a piece of work.   

 

Vocabulary 

Colour, colour theory, colour wheel, complimentary colours, primary, secondary, tertiary, tints, 
shades, tones, hues, temperature, harmony, analogous, rendering/shading, pressure, organic, 
intricate, contrasting, layering, depth, oil pastel, paint, media.  
Complimentary colours- When placed next to each other, they create the strongest contrast for 
those two colours. Complementary colours may also be called "opposite colours." 
Primary colours- the group of colours from which all other colours can be obtained by mixing. 
Secondary colours- A colour resulting from the mixing of two primary colours. 
Tertiary colours- Tertiary colours are combinations of primary and secondary colours. There are 
six tertiary colours; red-orange, yellow-orange, yellow-green, blue-green, blue-violet, and red-
violet. 
Tints and Shades- In colour theory, a tint is a mixture of a colour with white, which reduces 
darkness, while a shade is a mixture with black, which increases darkness. Both processes affect 
the resulting colour mixture's relative lightness. 
Harmonious/Analogous colours- Analogous colours are any three colours which are side by side 
on a 12-part colour wheel, such as yellow-green, yellow, and yellow-orange. Usually one of the 
three colours predominates. 
Rendering- Different degrees of light and dark when using colour. This makes objects look solid 
and real. Similar process  to creating tone when using graphite 

Assessment 
Focus  

An extended piece of work bringing a vast array of skills together while looking at the work of 
Michael Craig Martin. Knowledge to be assessed is; 

o Students demonstrating their understanding of composition and how to create a 
balanced composition.  

o Student’s knowledge of colour theory and the effects of colour. Specifically 
looking at the placement of colours to create harmony (using harmonious) 
colours and vibrancy (using complimentary colours). 

o The level of skill being demonstrate while blending and shading with coloured 
pencil.  

o Knowledge of pattern and how to create repetitive and random patters.  
 

 


