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THE ART DEPARTMENT 
Year 8 Curriculum  

Autumn 

Colour and Composition (Graphics) 

Composition is the placement or arrangement of visual elements in a work of art. 

Source of 
knowledge 

From the teacher, their own research, the world around them and Hundertwasser’s work.  
Contextual Sources; Hunsertwasser. 

Knowledge 

Students will know 
that; 
In the visual arts, 
composition is the 
placement or 
arrangement of visual 
elements in a work of 
art. Using knowledge 
acquired on the artist 
Friedrich Stowasser (better known by his 
pseudonym Friedensreich Hundertwasser) 
students will work in the artist’s unique 
style fulfilling a brief. They must 
incorporate their prior knowledge of 
colour theory with new knowledge gained 
on the artists’ philosophy, use of organic 
lines and composition.  
This knowledge will include;  

o Understanding 
composition and where 
elements should be placed 
to create balance and 
harmony.  

o Using blending and 
rendering techniques to 
emulate the style of the 
artist and display 
knowledge and 
understanding of colour 
theory.  

o How to create 
depth/distance and 
texture using colour. 

o How to break down the 
components of a brief and 
fulfil it.  

Students will apply knowledge by;  
• Draw a The BALTIC in the style of 

Hundertwasser. Focussing on organic lines, 
pattern and colour showing an 
understanding of the artist’s style.  

o An A5 drawing of the Baltic from 
collected research, showing organic 
lines (the typical style of the artist) 
and pattern.  

• Thumbnail poster designs taking the same 
success criteria complete two designs 
showing development of the theme. 

o Two A6 thumbnail sketches 
exploring composition. Colour will 
be added to the strongest design. 

• Students produce an A3 graphics ‘poster’ in 
the style of Hundertwasser advertising his 
exhibition at the BALTIC Art Gallery. 

o A composition that displays balance 
and answers the brief. 

o Understanding of the artist’s style 
and being able to apply it to own 
work.  

o Level of skill being demonstrated 
while using coloured pencil to show 
rendering and blending techniques.  

o Students ability to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding of the 
colour wheel and colour theory.  

 
 

Vocabulary 
Line, ripples, dots, scribble, diagonal, cross hatched, organic, continuous, broken, loops, shading, 
tone, overlapping, light, shade, form, rendering, decorated, composition, typography, 
illustration, interest, curiosity, thumb nail, design, primary, secondary, colour wheel, 



complimentary colours, advertising, texture, colour, colour theory, colour wheel, tertiary, 
temperature, pattern, repetitive, intricate.  
Line- A single mark made by a drawing implement. This can be straight, short, curved, fine, 
broken, hatched, fast etc. 
Organic- are associated with things from the natural world, like plants and animals. 
Shading- the darkening or colouring of an illustration or diagram with parallel lines or a block of 
colour. 
Tone- Different degrees of light and dark. This makes objects look solid and real. 
Form- The visible shape or configuration of something. 
Rendering- The process of formulating, adding colour, shading, and texturing of an image. 
Composition- Where objects are placed in a picture. This can create both harmony and chaos. 
Typography- The style and appearance of printed matter. 
Illustration- An illustration is a decoration, interpretation or visual explanation of a text, concept 
or process, designed for integration in published media, such as posters, flyers, magazines, books, 
teaching materials, animations, video games and films. 
Thumb nail- Are drawn quick or abbreviated to explore ideas. 
Primary Colours- The group of colours from which all other colours can be obtained by mixing. 
Secondary Colours- A colour resulting from the mixing of two primary colours. 
Tertiary Colours- Tertiary colours are combinations of primary and secondary colours. There are 
six tertiary colours; red-orange, yellow-orange, yellow-green, blue-green, blue-violet, and red-
violet. 

Assessment 
Focus  

Working to a brief, redesigning a poster to advertise a Hundertwasser exhibition. 
The brief; Hundertwasser will hold an exhibition at the Baltic. Your brief is to design the 
advertising material to advertise this. Knowledge to be assessed is; 

o Students demonstrating their understanding of composition.  
o Imagination and creativity in using the artists style. 
o Confident while using coloured pencil to show blending and rendering 

skills. 
o Demonstrating knowledge and understanding of colour theory.   

Students are expected to work to a brief and produce a poster specifically for an artist’s work.  
The Year 8 examination grade will be a combination of marks awarded from the ‘The 
Hundertwasser Poster’ coursework (40%), a preparatory drawing of student’s own tie with 
stationary (20%), completed a week prior to their examination and a timed observational drawing 
completed over two lessons (40%). 

 

Spring Term 

Pattern  
Pattern is used by artists to create a desired visual effect. Patterns can occur naturally or artificially and are often 
repetitive. 

Source of 
knowledge 

From the teacher, the world around them and artists work. 
Contextual Sources; Jasper Johns, Bridget Riley, architecture and nature. 

Knowledge 

Students will 
know that; 
Visual patterns 
are often 
chaotic , never 
exactly 
repeating, and 
often involve 
fractals. Natural 
patterns 
include spirals, meanders, waves, 
foams, cracks, and those created by 
symmetries of rotation and reflection. 
Patterns have an underlying 

Students will apply the knowledge by;  
• Development of painting skills and 

application of paint.  
• Mixing of paint to create secondary colours. 

Rendering using coloured pencils over the 
painted layer to create form.  

o Students will use premixed primary 
colours and mix their own 
secondary colours to paint sections 
of a random pattern. They will focus 
on the quality of painting in terms of 
neatness and consistency.  
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mathematical structure. In art and 
architecture, decorations or visual 
motifs may be combined and repeated 
to form patterns designed to have a 
chosen effect on the viewer. 
This knowledge will include;  

o Understanding what pattern 
is, in terms of both repetitive 
and random patterns. 

o How to create pattern. 
o Using wet and dry based 

media to enhance different 
types of patterns. 

o Artists who have used 
pattern in their work, why 
they have and what effect 
they have created.  

o Students will use coloured pencil to 
render around each of the painted 
sections to create form, making the 
shape look 3D.   

• Use a part of an overlapped image to 
tessellate and create a symmetrical pattern, 
which will form the basis for a detailed 
black and white pattern.  

• Using symmetry and measuring to create an 
intricate pattern using a biro pen.  

o Students will create a symmetrical 
pattern (two lines 
of symmetry) and 
then use a black 
biro to create 
intricate black and 
white patters (see 
image to the right 
for an example of this).  

Vocabulary 

Primary, secondary, colour wheel, complimentary colours, advertising, texture, colour, 
colour theory, colour wheel, complimentary colours, primary, secondary, tertiary, tints, 
shades, tones, hues, temperature, pattern, symmetrical, repetitive, random, tessellate, 
intricate, line, ripples, dots, scribble, diagonal, cross hatched, organic, continuous, broken, 
loops, shading, tone, overlapping,  
Texture- is the perceived surface quality of a work of art. 
Pattern- can be described as a repeating unit of shape or form, but it can also be thought of as the 
"skeleton" that organizes the parts of a composition. 
Symmetrical- made up of exactly similar parts facing each other or around an axis 
Repetitive- an object or shape repeated; pattern is a combination of elements or shapes repeated 
in a recurring and regular arrangement. 
Random- without regular and even spacing. 
Tessellate- is created when a shape is repeated over and over again covering a plane without any 
gaps or overlaps. 
Intricate- very complicated or detailed. 

Assessment 
Focus  

Students ability to apply this knowledge to a range of contexts including; 
• An extended piece of work bringing a vast array of skills together (ability to paint, 

render with colour, create intricate pattern with meaning) while looking at the 
work of Jasper Johns.  

 

Summer Term 

Mixed Media, Footwear 
In visual art, mixed media is an art work in which more than one medium or material has been employed, for 
example assemblage or collage. 

Source of 
knowledge 

 From the teacher, the world around them and artists work. 
Contextual Sources; Vincent Van Gogh.  

Knowledge 

Students will know 
that; 
In visual art, mixed 
media is an art work 
in which more than 
one medium or 
material has been 

Students will apply the knowledge by;  
• Recreating Clogs by Vincent Van 

Gogh, using lines of oil pastel to build 
the form and texture of the shoes. 

o Using oil pastel recreate 
‘Clogs’ by Vincent Van Gogh, 
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employed. Assemblages and collages are two 
common examples of art using different 
media that will make use of different 
materials including cloth, paper, wood and 
found objects 
These techniques will include;  

o How to apply, build, layer and 
blend oil pastel colour.  

o Demonstrating knowledge of a 
range of materials, their 
properties and limitations and 
when they could and should be 
used.  

o Dry mono printing skills to 
show form and texture within 
linear drawing.   

showing form and texture, 
similar to the artist. 

• Application of a range of media, 
demonstrating knowledge of when 
and why we use different media for 
different types of drawing. 

o Using oil pastel, coloured 
pencil, biro and graphite to 
create a mixed media piece of 
a pair of trainers. 

o Analysing materials as to their 
properties and limitations. 

• Creating dry mono prints of linear 
drawings of footwear with the focus 
being on creating texture and form.   

Vocabulary 

2 Dimensional, 3 Dimensional, scale, tone, detail, depth, distance, tints, shades, tones, rendering, 
shading, texture, mono-printing, linear, texture,  
2 Dimensional- Having only two dimensions, such as width and height but no thickness. Squares, 
Circles, Triangles, etc. are two-dimensional objects. Also known as "2D". 
3 Dimensional- 3D art is perceived to have height, width and depth, and having these three makes 
it a form. 
Mono-printing- is a form of printmaking that has lines or images that can only be made once, 
unlike most printmaking, which allows for multiple originals. There are many techniques of mono-
printing. 
Linear- Linear perspective, a system of creating an illusion of depth on a flat surface. All parallel 
lines (orthogonal) in a painting or drawing using this system converge in a single vanishing point 
on the composition's horizon line. 

Assessment 
Focus  

• An extended piece of work bringing a vast array of skills together to show 
understanding of the qualities of different media and when to use them. Students 
will be assessed on their ability to use, tone, coloured pencil, biro and oil pastel to 
create form and texture. Students will also be assessed on their knowledge of each 
media.  
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