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THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT 
Year 10 Curriculum  

Year 10 
Summer Term 2 

AQA Migration, Empire and the Peoples 

Part 3- Expansion and Empire 

How and why did Britain become an Imperial power? 

Source of 
knowledge 

 
 

AQA British Depth Studies textbook 
  
  

Knowledge 

• Expansion in India:  
- causes and impact of British control 

the role of trading in spices, cotton, silk, coffee, and tea;  
The creation of the East India Company and its role in 
expanding of British control through trade and warfare; 

- Robert Clive 
Victor at the battle of Plassey 1756 leading to creation east 
India protectorate 
Governor of India creating imperial policy; 

- Warren Hastings 
First Governor General 
Creation of Indian Civil Service; 

- Indian Rebellion (1857) 
Sepoys anger at pork and beef fat cartridges 
Massacre of British at Canwpore 
The black hole of Calcutta 
Creation direct rule with a viceroy acting on behalf of British 
government; 

- the social, political, cultural and economic impact 
of empire on Britain and India 

development of trade with Britain of tea, gemstones, coffee 
and cotton 
the development of Indian agriculture 
the building of Indian railway system 
the development of the Indian legal and education system; 

• Expansion in Africa:  
- causes and impact of British involvement 

 trade in diamonds and gold and slaves 
the role of missionary activity in expanding into Africa 
the Scramble for Africa caused by imperial rivalry by 
European powers for resources and prestige; 

- South Africa 
Reasons for the arrival of Europeans in South Africa. The 
arrival of the Boers and the English trading station on route 
to India 

   
          

  
        

       
     

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
Opportunities in class 
to use PEEL 
paragraphs to GCSE 
style questions both 
extended writing and 
source evaluation .  
 
End of half term 
assessment. 
 
Low stakes retrieval 
starters and plenaries 
to check factual 
knowledge. 
 
Hinge questions to 
gauge students 
understanding of the 
big concepts.  



Year 10 
Autumn Term 1 

The impact of the Nazi Dictatorship on the people of Germany 

How were the Germans were affected by Nazi control of Germany? 

Source of 
knowledge 

 
 

Essential Germany 1918-1945 
Germany 1918-1945 (Longman History Project) 

Germany 1918-1945 (SHP) 
GCSE Modern World History 

Knowledge 

• Control use of propaganda and terror:  
- Joseph Goebbels- Ministry of Enlightenment and Propaganda, the 

use of rallies- Nuremberg, Peoples’ Radio, censorship of news 
media, the role of cinema including the career of Leni Riefenstahl, 
The 1936 Berlin Olympic games, Jesse Owens, the creation of 
Olympic tradition,  

- censorship of news media, the banning of unacceptable authors, 
burning of books 1933, 

- Nazi culture, the Nazi views on Degenerate Art, Nazis promotion 
of Classic Art, banning of modernist art, heroic and patriotic art, 
Nazi views on architecture- impressive monuments built to a large 
scale; 

- repression and the police state 
the role of Himmler- head of SS and Gestapo, oversaw SS 
concentration camps; 

- the role of police and courts, Nazi controlled courts, death penalty 
for anti-Nazi views, 

- the SS and Gestapo 
the SS was committed to the ideas of the supremacy of the Aryan 
race, Death’s Head units responsible for concentration camps, 
the Gestapo was the secret police, relied on informants and bloc 
wardens, could arrest and detain people without trial;  

- opposition and resistance 
Germans did resist in small numbers before 1939.  Most Germans 
were happy at German successes in the 1930’s. 
After 1939 more resistance emerged as the was went badly 
White Rose group- lead by Sophie and Hans Scholl, distributed 
anti-Nazi leaflets, 1943 many were executed for treason 
Swing Youth- middle class teenagers who liked American Jazz and 
music that the Nazis disapproved of, 
Edelweiss Pirates- working class teenagers, enjoyed mocking the 
Nazis and the Hitler Youth 
July 1944 bomb plot- army officers led by Claus Stauffenberg 
unhappy at Hitler’s war and racial policies, bomb set off at meeting 
but Hitler only slightly injured, the plotters were executed. 

• Economic changes:  
- benefits- rearmament brings economic growth, New Plan created 

by Dr Hjalmar Schacht, public works programme building 
autobahns and housing, reducing unemployment, Beauty of 
Labour improved working conditions, Strength through Joy 
provided leisure activities, the people’s car Volkswagen, 

- drawbacks- German Labour Front controlled work force, Reich 
Labour Service provided cheap manual labour for 18-25 year olds, 

- self-sufficiency- Hermann Goering and Four Year Plan, creation of 
self-sufficiency in oil and war materials, the idea of autarky, 

- the impact of war on the economy and the German people, 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
Opportunities in class 
to use PEEL 
paragraphs to GCSE 
style questions both 
extended writing and 
source evaluation.  
 
End of half term 
assessment. 
 
Low stakes retrieval 
starters and plenaries 
to check factual 
knowledge. 
 
Hinge questions to 
gauge students 
understanding of the 
big concepts.  



Year 10 
Autumn Term 2 

The Origins and development of the Cold War 

How and why did the Cold War begin and develop between the USA and the USSR? 

Source of 
knowledge 

 
 

GCSE Modern World History 
The Great Power Conflict 
The Cold War and After 

Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945-1972 

Knowledge 

•The end of the Second World War: 
- The pre-Second World War tensions, US interference in Russian 

Civil War on side of whites, competition between two ideologies 
of capitalism and communism, individual rights versus state 
control Consequences of Second World War, defeat of Germany, 
the Grand alliance, advance of US and Red Army across Europe, 

- Yalta Conference February 1945, the agreements made at Yalta- 
division of Germany into zones of occupation, Berlin to be divide 
into zones of occupation, free elections in liberated countries, 
reparations, the creation of the United Nations, spheres of 
influence in Europe created,  

- The tensions caused by Potsdam Conference, the takeover of 
Poland by the communists, Stalin’s mistrust of US intentions after 
dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, anti-
communist views of US President Truman after death of 
Roosevelt. 

• The Iron Curtain and the evolution of East-West rivalry:  
- Soviet expansion in East Europe, east Germany controlled by Red 

army, 1948 Czechoslovakia taken over by communists, 1947 
Hungary become largest part banning of opposition parties, 1947 
Romania creation of communist state, 1947 Poland non-
communists forced into exile;  

- US policies 
the Truman Doctrine, communist attempted takeover in Turkey 
and Greece in civil wars, Britain forced out of support for anti-
communist forces, Truman doctrine created to contain the spread 
of communism; 
Marshall Plan, use of economic power to rebuild Europe and stop 
spread of communism, the role of George Marshall, $17 billion in 
aid in food and machinery with a focus on agricultural machines;  

- Stalin’s reaction  
Cominform- Communist Information bureau 1947, used to spread 
communism and control communist parties across Europe from 
USSR; 
 Comecon- Council of Mutual Economic Assistance 1949 to 
support trade between communist bloc, provided economic 
assistance to communist government, to stop impact of Marshall 
Plan; 
Yugoslavia- Communists fought and resisted Nazi occupation led 
by Marshall Tito, communist government independent of Soviet 
control, expelled from communist bloc in 1948; 

- location of Berlin in East Germany, Berlin divided into zones with 
joint Allied control and shared power sharing, tensions between 
US and USSR divisions over treatment of post-war Germany, 
creation of western economic zone and deutschmark; 

- the Berlin Blockade and Airlift 1948-1949, closure of land routes to 
West Berlin, the international agreement over air corridors, 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
Opportunities in class 
to use PEEL 
paragraphs to GCSE 
style questions both 
extended writing and 
source evaluation.  
 
End of half term 
assessment. 
 
Low stakes retrieval 
starters and plenaries 
to check factual 
knowledge. 
 
Hinge questions to 
gauge students 
understanding of the 
big concepts.  



Year 10 
Spring Term 1 

The Transformation of the Cold War 

How and why did tension between the USA and USSR ease between 1964 and 1972? 

Source of 
knowledge 

 
 

GCSE Modern World History 
The Great Power Conflict 
The Cold War and After 

Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945-1972 

Knowledge 

• The building of the Berlin Wall August 1961:  
- reasons for its construction, the problem of a divided Berlin, the 

strategic and political significance of Berlin, the defection of East 
Germans to more prosperous West 3 million by 1960, 
the building of the Berlin Wall, the failure of the Vienna Summit 
1961, the building of the Wall in August 1961, 
Kennedy’s response- wall becomes symbol of freedom, Kennedy’s 
visit in 1963 to make speech in support of West Berlin; 

• Tensions over Cuba in October 1962: 
- Castro’s revolution, the rebellion against General Batista, the 

leadership of Fidel Castro in the communist revolution, the 
economic changes in Cuba under Castro, the nationalisation of US 
oil companies, the fear of the spread of communism,  
the Bay of Pigs, the CIA support for anti-Castro forces, the failed 
invasion by anti-Castro Cuban exiles,   

- the Cuban missiles crisis:  
the alliance between USSR and Castro’s Cuba after bay of Pigs, the 
basing of intermediate nuclear missiles in Cuba, the US reaction to 
Soviet threat close to USA, Kennedy bringing in blockade of Cuba, 
to Soviet ships, the brink to war during the crisis, the two letters 
sent by Khrushchev on October 27th 1962, the offer to remove 
missiles in return for removal of US missiles in Turkey, 
and results of crisis, Nuclear Test ban treaty 1963, setting up of 
‘hotline’ between Washington and Moscow, the removal of 
Khrushchev as Soviet leader; 

• The rising in Czechoslovakia August 1968: 
- Dubeck and the Prague Spring movement, communist rule in 

Czechoslovakia, the political rising against Anton Novtony, his 
replacement by Alexander Dubcek, he creates idea of ‘socialism 
with human face’, more press freedom, and removal of secret 
police 
USSR’s response to the reforms, initial agreement with Dubcek, 
the fear of spread of anti-communist protests in Warsaw pact, the 
invasion of Czechoslovakia by Soviet troops,  
the effects the Prague Spring had on East-West relations, the 
distrust of Soviet Union, condemnation of Soviet actions, 
 the effects the Prague Spring had on the Warsaw Pact, the lack of 
confidence in the Soviet leadership of communist world, 
the Brezhnev Doctrine, the  replacement of Khrushchev by Leonid 
Brezhnev, Brezhnev Doctrine stated that no communist country 
would be allowed to leave communist bloc; 

• Easing of tension during the period of Détente:  
- sources of tension-  the US involvement in fighting the communist 

regime in Vietnam, the role of USSR in supporting the Vietcong, 
 the Soviets' record on human rights, the lack of press and 
individual freedom in communist bloc,  

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
Opportunities in class 
to use PEEL 
paragraphs to GCSE 
style questions both 
extended writing and 
source evaluation.  
 
End of half term 
assessment. 
 
Low stakes retrieval 
starters and plenaries 
to check factual 
knowledge. 
 
Hinge questions to 
gauge students 
understanding of the 
big concepts.  



Year 10 
Spring Term 2 

AQA Migration, Empire and the Peoples 

Part 1-Conquered and the Conquerors 

How and why did England become a nation? 

Source of 
knowledge 

 
 

AQA British Depth Studies textbook 
Power and the People 

Skills in History 1 

Knowledge 

• Invasion after the end of Roman rule:  
- Vikings and Anglo-Saxons, the end of Roman rule, invaders from 

Scandinavia and Germany, 
reasons for Viking invasions- wealth and slaves, the attack on 
Lindisfarne in 793 AD, looking for land to settle due to poor quality 
land in Norway and Denmark, 
creation of the Danelaw- the settlement of Northumbria and East 
Anglia, the setting up of Danish customs and laws in the Danelaw, 
the impact of Vikings on English language (days of the week); 

- Alfred and Wessex-  the defeat of Guthrun at the battle of 
Edington 878 AD, conversion of Vikings to Christianity,  
the significance of Alfred the Great- created an education system, 
created English laws, was seen as the King of the English, built 
burghs and navy to defend England, 

- the creation of the North Sea empire- the succession of Aethelred 
the Unready in 978 AD, the defeat of the English at the battle of 
Maldon 991 AD, the payment of Danegeld to the Vikings, 1002 AD 
St Brice’s day massacre as English react to Viking rule, Aethelred’s 
attempt to make an alliance with Norman Vikings by marrying 
Emma of Normandy,  
role of King Cnut- the succession of Edmund Ironsides, defeat of 
Edmund at the battle of Assandun, King Canute (King of Norway 
and Denmark) takes control of England , marriage alliance with 
Emma of Normandy leading to creation of the North Sea Empire. 

• The creation of Norman England and its consequences: 
- the creation of Norman England in 1066- the death of Edward the 

Confessor, the claims to the throne of England by William, duke of 
Normandy, Harold Godwinsson, Harald Hadraada, and Edgar 
Aethling, 

- the impact of Norman victory at Hastings 1066, the development 
of religion, the use of French language, the introduction of 
feudalism,   
the creation and loss of the ‘Angevin’ Empire:  
relationship between England and France- the creation of empire 
through inheritance; rule of Henry II in controlling lands in France 
and England, invasion and conquest of Ireland in 1171 by Henry II, 
the reign of King John- the unpopularity of John, rise of French 
power under the leadership of Philip II of France, the poor military 
leadership of John, the loss of Normandy, Anjou, Brittany and 
Aquitaine in 1204 to Philip of France. 

• The birth of English identity through the Hundred Years War:  
- the causes of the Hundred Years War- claims by Edward III by 

inheritance, the competition over the wine trade in Gascony, and 
wool trade in Flanders, the alliance between France and Scotland, 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
Opportunities in class 
to use PEEL 
paragraphs to GCSE 
style questions both 
extended writing and 
source evaluation.  
 
End of half term 
assessment. 
 
Low stakes retrieval 
starters and plenaries 
to check factual 
knowledge. 
 
Hinge questions to 
gauge students 
understanding of the 
big concepts.  



Year 10 
Summer Term 1 

AQA Migration, Empire and the Peoples 

Part 2- Looking West 

How and why did England create the American Colonies? 

Source of 
knowledge 

 
 

AQA British Depth Studies textbook 
  
  

Knowledge 

• Sugar and the Caribbean:  
- The development of piracy and plunder in the Tudor period 

during the wars with Spain;  
- The importance of John Hawkins in the development of 

influence in the Americas as a privateer; 
- The role of indentured servants in colonisation of the 

Caribbean; 
- the development of the slave trade with the trade triangle 

of slave, cotton and tobacco; 
- the push/pull factors for the colonisation of the Americas 

religious persecution of Puritans 
economic trade based on trade triangle; 

- the economic and social impact of the slave trade on 
Britain. 
The creation of the Royal African Company  
£60 million profits made from the slave trade  
The industrialisation of Britain on slave profits 
The expansion of the ports of Liverpool and Bristol 

• Colonisation in North America:  
- causes and consequences of British colonisation 

Religious persecution of the Puritans, Quakers during 
English Civil War; 

- The role of Walter Raleigh 
The founding of first colony of Jamestown 
The creation of Virginia 
The role of tobacco trade in the economic development of 
the colonies; 

- contact and relations with indigenous peoples: 
The creation of New Plymouth 
The arrival of the Pilgrim fathers in 1620 on the Mayflower 
The development of Massachusetts 
The constitutional development of the first colonies; 
The depopulation of the Native Americans through diseases 
like smallpox and measles and war from 560,000 to 280,00; 

- the War of Independence: 
The causes of the War of Independence: 
The economic development of the colonies during French 
wars  
The development of independent colonies 
The Navigation Acts creating monopolies of trade with 
Britain 
Stamp Act 1765 taxes on official documents 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
Opportunities in class 
to use PEEL 
paragraphs to GCSE 
style questions.  
 
Opportunities in class 
to practice to GCSE 
question types both 
extended writing and 
source evaluation .  
 
End of half term 
assessment. 
 
Low stakes retrieval 
starters and plenaries 
to check factual 
knowledge. 
 
Hinge questions to 
gauge students 
understanding of the 
big concepts.  

 



 


