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THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT 
Year 7 Curriculum  

Year 7 
Summer Term 2 

The Reformation  

How much did religion in England change during the sixteenth century? 

Source of 
knowledge 

Rediscovering the Making of the UK- Britain 1500-1750  
 

Knowledge 

The context to the reformation in Europe:  
-The role of the Renaissance and how this led to the spread of new ideas 
around Europe.  
-The role of Martin King from 1517 onwards. He protested against the 
corruption in the Catholic Church, in particular the practice of selling 
indulgences.  
-The debate regarding the how popular the pre-reformation church was 
in Europe. Some historians highlight the Medieval church was popular 
and serving the needs of the medieval population prior to the 
reformation. Whereas others highlight evidence that the church was 
corrupt. This fits into the wider debate regarding whether the 
reformation was a top-down historical event forced upon the population 
by the English monarchs or a process in with the population was actively 
involved.  
 
The motives for the English reformation:  
-Henry VIII’s political need for a divorce from Catherine of Aragon in 
order to have a son.  
-Henry VIII saw the Pope and his influence in the English church as a 
political threat.  
-Henry VIII was a Christian king who did have a genuine concern for the 
spiritual needs of his people. He was massively influenced by the 
renaissance ideas which filtered into England during his reign.  
 
Henry VIII’s religious changes to the English church:  
-In 1532, Henry VIII stopped all payments to the Pope in Rome. 
-From 1536-39 Henry VIII closed all the monasteries, taking all of their 
gold and silver ornaments and all of their land. 
-In 1538, Henry VIII made himself Head of English Church and said that 
the Pope no longer had any authority in England. This was known as the 
English Reformation. 
-After Henry VIII had made himself Head of the English Church, all of the 
monks and priests had to do what Henry said, not what the Pope said. 
-In 1539, Henry VIII had the bible translated from Latin into English. 
  
Edward I’s religious changes to the English church: 
-Between 1547-1553 Edward VI dramatically changed the interior of 
English Churches. Priests now dressed in simple clothes and saints and 
statues, as well as decorations, were abolished.

       
            

       
             

           

 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
 
Low stakes starters to 
review previous 
knowledge- hinge 
questions, MCQ’s  



Year 7 
Autumn Term 1 

The Romans   

How did the Romans develop their empire?  
Source of 
knowledge 
 

Connections and contrast textbook  
UnRoman Britain by Miles Russel and Stuart Laycock  

Knowledge 

The reasons why the Roman Empire was so successful before the conquest of 
Britain.  
-The concept of Roman citizenship. This gave citizens the right to be protected by 
the law and government in return for paying taxes and giving military service 
when needed.  
-The strength and organization of the Roman army. The army was divided into 
legions made up of Roman soldiers. They were a professional fighting force 
stationed in each province. There were four in Britain.  
-The development of towns and the benefits these areas brought to the empire. 
Urbanized towns were established to allow trade but also give the Roman 
governor buildings to carry out administration.  
-The Empire’s ability to deal with rebellion. The Roman governors could use 
extreme forced when needed. For example, in Dacia they forced 100,000 people 
to move to another country 
-Effective communication across the empire. The Romans established a 
sophisticated road network across their provinces.  
 
The different reasons why the Romans invaded Britain: 
-The economic potential of trade. Trade links between Britain and the empire 
were established before the invasion. Britain had natural resources such as wool, 
iron, grain, gold and slaves.  
-The need for security in the empire. By 43AD, the Roman empire stretched a 
vast landscape and at its borders there was always the threat of invasion. This 
has largely been discredited by historians as the English Channel provided a 
natural barrier to the threat of invasion from the native Britons.  
-The Emperor Claudius’ reputation and need to prove himself. Claudius was not 
supposed to become emperor. His personality, knowledge and skills were not 
suited to a position of power and was unpopular at the start of his reign. He saw 
the invasion of Britain as an opportunity to bolster his reputation.  
 
Important people:  
-Boudicca The Wife of Prasutagus King of Iceni tribe. She led a revolt against the 
Romans in 61AD after her husband’s death. They burned the Roman towns of 
Camulodunum, Londinium and Verulamium before the revolt was put down the 
Roman general Suetonius Paulinus and his legion.  
-Emperor Constantine. The emperor who moved the capital city to 
Constantinople and encouraged the spread of Christianity.  
-Governor Agricola. One of the longest serving governors in Britain. He reformed 
the government and introduced many ‘romanising’ methods in Britain.  

 
The ways in which the Empire impacted Britain:  
-The development of towns and the end of hillforts. The Romans set up towns 
which were connected to the Mediterranean trade network. They all had similar 
common features such as being built in a grid structure, a forum and a basilica.  
-The growth of entertainment and leisure activities. The Romans introduced 
public bath houses and amphitheatres to all parts of their empire.  
-The shift in culture. Many rich Britons and the other Roman citizens living in 
Britain built villas to display their wealth. They embraced the Roman style of life 
such as speaking Latin, wearing Roman fashions and collecting Roman art.  
-The migration of different groups to Britain and the subsequent multicultural 
nature of Roman Britain. There is evidence that people from all across the 
Roman Empire migrated to Britain as soldiers, merchants and imperial 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
Developing extended 
writing skills through 
the use of PEEL 
paragraph in class. 
 
 
 
By sitting an end of 
topic assessment 
focus on the 
summative 
knowledge of the unit  
 
By using in class and 
end of topic MCQ’s to 
retrieve key 
information  
 
Low stakes starters to 
review previous 
knowledge- hinge 
questions, MCQ’s  



Year 7 
Autumn Term 2 

Anglo-Saxon England  

How significant was Anglo-Saxon England in the development of English identity?  

Source of 
knowledge 

There is no text book for this unit but many of the lessons are planned using academic literature 
on the subject including “The Anglo-Saxons” by James Campbell, Patrick Wormald and Eric John.   

Knowledge 

The reasons for the Anglo-Saxon migration and later invasions:  
-Angles, Saxons and Jutes invaded England from c.410. 
1) They wanted better farmland. 
2) They had fought as mercenaries for the Romans and British and so 
were familiar with England. 
3) The Romans had left and Britain was defenceless. 
At first the British could not defend themselves but ‘King Arthur’ allegedly 
defeated the Anglo-Saxons at the Battle of Mount Badon (c.500) and a 
British leader ‘Ambrosius’ won 12 battles against the Anglo-Saxons 
(Gildas). As a result of the Anglo-Saxon invasions, seven main kingdoms 
were established.  

 

The changes brought to England before the 9th century: 
-The spread of Christianity. The earliest English speakers were pagan. 
Both Irish and Roman missionaries helped to spread Christianity. The first 
English king to convert to Christianity was Aethelberht of Kent in 597 AD 
after Augustine arrived on Pope Gregory the Great’s mission to convert 
the English.  
-The importance of the Synod of Whitby (664 AD). King Oswiu of 
Northumbria chose to follow the Roman Easter, which led to greater 
religious uniformity. The rest of the population began to follow the faith 
of their kings. Although the spread of Christianity was not simple. King 
Raedwald of East Anglia was baptised Christian, yet maintained a pagan 
temple.  
-The impact on language. Christianity brought the return of the Latin 
language, which Kings then used to create law codes. The earliest 
surviving law code is Aethelberht’s of Kent from 602. King Ine’s law code 
shows that Ealdormen each controlled an area of the kingdom of Wessex.  
-The development of new towns. These areas often developed around 
Christian centres. Lundenwic and Hamwic were notable centres of trade. 
Almost all Anglo-Saxons were farmers that rented small farms to work for 
their families.  

The reasons for the Viking invasions: 
-The Vikings were warriors, craftsmen, explorers and traders from 
Scandinavia. 
- They initially arrived in small bands and attacked, pillaged and left. The 
first recorded attack was at Lindisfarne in 793 AD. The monastery was 
incredibly wealthy.  
-From 850 onwards the Vikings began to invade with the intention of 
settling in the long term.  

The impact of King Alfred on the development of England and English 
identity: 
-Alfred’s role in the English victory at the Battle of Edington. This victory 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
Developing extended 
writing skills through 
the use of PEEL 
paragraph in class. 
 
 
By sitting an end of 
topic assessment 
focus on extended 
writing which will test 
the summative 
knowledge of the unit  
 
By using in class and 
end of topic MCQ’s to 
retrieve key 
information  
 
Low stakes starters to 
review previous 
knowledge- hinge 
questions, MCQ’s  



Year 7 
Spring Term 1 

The Norman Conquest  

Was the Norman Conquest more change than continuity? 

Source of 
knowledge 

AQA British Depth Studies textbook 
 Medieval Realms  
Skills in History 1 

Contrast and Connections 
Living through History 1 

Knowledge 

Edward the Confessor died on the 5th January 1066. His death and 
unclear plans for the succession plunged England into a year of turmoil 
resulting in the Norman Conquest.  

The rules of inheritance in Anglo-Saxon England:  

1. Novissima Verba- Selection by the previous monarch on their 
death bed.  

2. Post Obtium- Selection by previous monarch at some point 
before their death.  

3. The Witan- Selection by the Witan.  
4. Conquest- Invading and conquering the throne of England using 

military force.  
The claimants to the throne:  
-William Duke of Normandy’s claim to the throne including his reputation 
as a warrior, his distant family tie to Edward, his claim that Edward 
promised him the throne in 1052 (post obtium) and the oath of fealty 
Harold swore to him in 1064.  
-Harold Godwinson’s claim to the throne including that he had the 
support of the witan, deathbed confession (Novissima verba) and his 
position as Earl of Wessex and sub-regulus from 1060 onwards.  
-Harald Hardrada’s claim to the throne including his reputation as a 
warrior king and his claim that his father Magnus had been promised the 
throne by Edward’s predecessor Harthacanute. In addition, that there 
was a precedent for Viking Kings to take England by conquest (Sven and 
Cnut).  
-Edgar Aethling’s claim to the throne as Edward’s closest blood relative 
who had the support of some Anglo-Saxon Earls 
The battles of 1066: 
-Harold Godwinson was the first claimant to stake his claim for the 
English throne. He moved swiftly and with the support of the witan was 
crowned King Harold II on the 6th January 1066. His first act as King was to 
defend the country from what he felt was the most serious threat, the 
invasion of the Normans on the south coast. 
- In Normandy, William began his own plans for the invasion including 
building a new fleet of flat bottom boats, gaining papal support, 
recruiting mercenaries and securing his land at home against a potential 
French invasion. 
The Battle of Gate Fulford:  
- The first invasion came from Harold Hardrada in the North of England. 
On the 20th September 1066, the English earls Earl Edwin and Earl Morcar 
attempted to defend the North from the Harald Hardrada’s army. 
Hardrada had amassed a large army and had secured the support of 
Tostig Godwinson (the exiled brother of King Harold II). The English were 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
 
By using in class and 
end of topic MCQ’s to 
retrieve key 
information  
 
Low stakes starters to 
review previous 
knowledge- hinge 
questions, MCQ’s  



Year 7 
Spring Term 2 

Medieval Religion  

Who held the power in Medieval Europe, the church or state? 
Source of 
knowledge KS3 History-Invasion, Plagues and Murder by Aaron Wilkes  

Knowledge 

The structure of the Roman Catholic Church in pre-reformation Europe:  
- Pope Leo the Great 440-461 is considered to be the first pope in the 
modern sense of the word who established the Papacy in Rome. 
- From the fifth century onwards, the position of the pope and the power 
of the papacy grew significantly. The pope was the spiritual head of the 
church but given the centrality of religion in the lives of medieval people 
it was also an increasingly political office. This often led to conflict 
between the monarchs of Europe and the Pope. 
 
The papal reform movement in the eleventh century:  
-The eleventh century was a time of significant growth in Medieval 
Europe. There was a rise in population, a growth in commercial activity 
with more trading and urban centres being developed across Europe. This 
led to an increase in the value of church property and greater revenue 
being produced through papal taxes. 
- As the church grew richer across Europe the struggle over who held the 
power in the church grew more intense. 
-The first key aim of the papal reform movement was to remove secular 
influences from the church.  
-The second key aim of the papal reform movement was to improve the 
quality of religious life in Europe.  
 
The importance of Medieval pilgrimage: 
-Central to the catholic faith in the Middle Ages was the idea of Penance. 
The Roman Catholic Church taught that in order to gain entry into 
heaven, people must confess their sins to a member of the clergy and be 
given a penance. The idea was that the penance would require work or 
money on the part of the sinner as an expression of their repentance. 
-One of the most common of penances given especially to the nobility at 
this time was pilgrimage to the shrine of a saint or a holy site. The most 
famous but difficult of these for medieval Europeans, Jerusalem. 
 
A case study of the church reforms in England during William I’s reign:  
- All corrupt Anglo-Saxon bishops were removed. The most famous being 
the Archbishop of Canterbury Stigand. William refused to allow him to 
officiate the coronation ceremony and had him removed from power in 
1070. By 1080 there was only one Anglo-Saxon Bishop left in England. 
- The Normans initially seized many of the treasures from the English 
churches but began to rebuild them in a Romanesque style. Similar to 
their castle building programme, the new churches were strategic and 
symbolic. They showed the Norman commitment to religion whilst also 
intimidating the Anglo-Saxon population. 
 
A case study of the building of Durham Cathedral:  
-The physical building of cathedrals like Durham showed the religious 
dedication of the Norman Kings towards the reform movement.  
-Cathedral’s had an important strategic and symbolic importance for the 
Normans and helping them keep control of the population.  

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
 
 
Low stakes starters to 
review previous 
knowledge- hinge 
questions, MCQ’s  



Year 7 
Summer Term 1 

The Crusades  

How and why did the Crusades happen? 

Source of 
knowledge 

Medieval Realms  
Contrast and Connections 
Living through History 1 

Knowledge 

The background to the Crusades in the Near East, Europe and the 
Byzantine Empire:  
-The spread of Islam from 622 to 750AD with the rise of the Abbasid 
Caliphate.  
-The fracturing of the Muslim Empire in 969 AD with the rise of the 
Fatimid Caliphate and the long term divisions between the two different 
sects of Islam.  
-The situation in the Near East by 1096 with the rise of the Seljuk Turks.  
-An overview of the Byzantine Empire’s growth after the fall of Rome up 
to the loss of land at the Battle of Manzikert in 1071.  
-The rise of the reform papacy in Europe and the impact this had on Pope 
Urban II.  
 
The appeal for help to Pope Urban II:  
-In 1095, two envoys from Emperor Alexios travelled Pope Urban II to 
seek military assistance for the Byzantine Emperor. He wanted to achieve 
the aim of recapturing their land in Anatolia.  
 
The calling of the Crusade:  
-Pope Urban II called the First Crusade in November 1095 at the council 
of Clermont. There is no surviving contemporary account of his speech, 
all that survive were written after the success of the crusade which 
impact their reliability.  
-Pope Urban II had a number of motivations for calling the crusade 
including: the appeal from Alexios, the aims of the reform papacy, the 
want to regain Jerusalem for pilgrims and problems in Europe at the 
time.  
 
The knight’s motivation for the Crusade:  
-The economic potential of gaining land and money in the Near East.  
-The religious motivation of gaining a full indulgence.  
-The social obligation due to the feudal nature of the eleventh century 
Europe.  
 
The reasons for the success of the First Crusade:  
-The key events of the First Crusade including the siege of Nicaea (1097), 
the Battle of Dorylaeum (1097), the Siege and battle of Antioch (1097-
1098) and the siege of Jerusalem (1099)  
-The superior leadership of the crusaders with a special focus on 
Bohemond of Taranto and Godfrey of Boullion.  
-The disunity of the Muslims in the Near East at the time of the crusaders 
arrival.  
 
The reasons which the crusader states survived from 1096-1144 with the 
fall of Edessa: 
-The building of castles on the borders of Outremer to protect the 
nobility and then secure trade routes. 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
 
Low stakes starters to 
review previous 
knowledge- hinge 
questions, MCQ’s  

 


