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THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT 
Year 9 Curriculum  

Year 9 
Autumn Term 1 

The First World War  

What were the causes and key events of the First World War?  

Source of 
knowledge 
 
 
 

Think History 3 
GCSE Modern World History: Second edition 

The Modern World 
Peace and War: The Schools History Project 

The Twentieth Century World 
Living Through History 

AQA GCSE History: Conflict and Tension between the East and the West 

Knowledge 

Long-term Causes of the First World War 
• Militarism – Anglo-German naval rivalry, the increase in the 

number of Dreadnoughts, the arms race on land 
• Alliances – The division of the six most powerful countries in 

Europe divided into two opposing alliances - The Triple Alliance 
and the Triple Entente – and the reasons for each country 
distrusting other countries in Europe.  

• Imperialism – The expansion of Empires, the scramble for Africa 
and Germany’s desire for a bigger empire, ‘a place under the 
sun’, the 1905 and 1911 crisis’ in Morocco and the Balkan Crisis 
of 1908 

• Nationalism – Context of the Empire, specifically the Austria 
Hungarian Empire in which many of the people (including those 
in Bosnia) living in the empire did not want to be ruled by Austria. 
They wanted to rule themselves and have their own language, 
customs and laws, e.g. the Black Hand Gang in Serbia.  

• Schlieffen plan – The Germans military tactic to prepare plans for 
a War in Europe due to concerns that the alliance between 
France and Russia would effectively trap Germany geographically.  

Short-term Causes of the First World War 
• Kaiser Wilhelm – The Kaiser’s background, upbringing and his 

obsession with the British Navy, militarism and imperialism 
including his plans for war.  

• The Blank cheque - The telegram sent by the German Chancellor 
which offered Austria-Hungary a 'blank cheque' in terms of 
German support  

• The Assassination – the ‘trigger’ and the murder of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sophie in June 1914 including the 
role of the Black-Hand Gang, the route taken by the Black-Hand 
Gang, the role of Gavrilo Princip, the immediate aftermath and  

How does the assassination lead to war? 
• Russia prepares to defend Serbia  
• Austria declares war on Russia and then Serbia  
• Germany declares war on Frances and invades Belgium 
• Britain declares war on Germany  
• Germany declares war on Russia  
      
         
       

   
 

             
  

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
1. A PEEL paragraph 
on the importance of 
the alliance system 
 
2. A PEEL paragraph 
on the significance of 
the assassination of 
archduke Franz 
Ferdinand  
 
By sitting an end of 
topic assessment 
focus on extended 
writing. 
 
By using in class and 
end of topic MCQ’s to 

  
  

 
    

  
  

  



Year 9 
Autumn term 2  

The Inter War Years  
Why did the Second World War start?  

Source of 
knowledge 

Think History 3 
GCSE Modern World History: Second edition 

The Modern World 
Peace and War: The Schools History Project 

The Twentieth Century World 
Living Through History 

AQA GCSE History: Conflict and Tension between the East and the West  

 

The long-term problems caused by the First World War leading to the Second 
World War 

• Treaty of Versailles  
– Reparations leading to hyperinflation 
– The loss pride by Germans caused by the loss of colonies and 

German territory 
– Political instability in post-WWI Germany 

 
• The rise of Hitler to power in Germany 

- the impact of the Wall Street Crash 
- the political instability in 1932-33 
- Hitler’s aims and beliefs as outlined in Mein Kampf 

 
The problems of international security in the 1930’s  

• Failure of the League of Nations  
- weaknesses of the League of Nations  
- the problems caused by the Italian invasion of Abyssinia 

 
• Hitler’s foreign policy aims 

- The unification of Germany and Austria 
- German rearmament 
- cancellation of the Treaty of Versailles 
- destroyer of communism   

 
• The response of Britain and France to Hitler’s foreign policy 

- The reoccupation of the Rhineland 1936 
- The unification of Austria and Germany 1938 
- The Crisis in the Sudetenland 1938 
- The role of Neville Chamberlain in Appeasement  

 
• The trigger for Second World War 

- the problems of the Polish Corridor and the failure of the Munich 
agreement 

 
 

Students will 
apply the 
knowledge 
by;  
 
 
 
1.Writing a 
PEEL 
paragraph on 
why Hitler 
was able to 
take power in 
Germany in 
1933. 
 
 
 
2. To write a 
PEEL 
paragraph on 
the role of 
Appeasement 
in the start of 
WWII.  
 
 
 
 
 
By sitting an 
end of topic 
assessment 
focus on 
extended 
writing. 

 
Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Communism – A person or political party that seeks a society in which all property 
is publically owned and each person is paid and works according to his or her 
needs and abilities. 
Fascism- is a form of government which is a type of one-party dictatorship. Fascists 
are against democracy. Fascism puts nation and often race above the individual. 
Nazism- the body of political and economic doctrines held and put into effect by 
the Nazis in Germany from 1933 to 1945 including the totalitarian principle of  



Year 9 
Spring term 1 

Significant events of the Second World War 
What were the significant events of the Second World War?  

Source of 
knowledge 
 
 
 

Think History 3 
GCSE Modern World History: Second edition 

The Modern World 
Peace and War: The Schools History Project 

The Twentieth Century World 
Living Through History 

AQA GCSE History: Conflict and Tension between the East and the West  

 
 
 
 

The start of World War II and the Phoney War 
 

• the role of Blitzkrieg in German victories in 1940 
- The use of technology to create shock tactics and speed of attack 
- Use of Blitzkrieg tactics in the defeat of Poland and France.   
- The evacuation of Dunkirk and its impact on the British army 
- The role of Dunkirk in the propaganda war  

 
The key events and battles of the Second World War  

• Battle of Britain  
- Operation Sealion and the planned invasion of Britain 
- The role of technology in the British victory in the battle for 

Britain: radar, Spitfires 
- The experiences of the pilots in the battle of Britain 

  
• Battle of the Atlantic  

- The role of U boats in the battle  
- The use of the convoy system 
- The development of technology: sonar 
- The experiences of sailors and submariners in the battle 
- The importance of North Atlantic Ocean trade route to supply 

Britain during the war years 
 

• D-Day Landings and the end of the war in Europe  
- Key events of D-Day including the roles of Britain  
- Technology and tactics- Mulberry harbours, landing craft, airborne 

troops 
- The defeat of Germany in 1945.  

 
The dropping of the Atomic bombs on Japan 

• Background to the War in the Pacific 
- the rivalry between the USA and Japan in the Pacific 
- the attack on Pearl Harbour. 

 
• The impact of the dropping of the bombs – both short and long term  

- The nature of the bombs the dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
- The impact of dropping the atomic bombs on post 1945 world 
- The role of President Truman in deciding about using the bombs 

 
Overview of the Home Front  

• Evacuation – Air-raid shelters, gasmasks, and the move towards the 
country.  

• Blitz – What it was like when the bombs were falling and how people were 
helped if their home had been bombed.  

Students will 
apply the 
knowledge 
by;  
 
1. Writing an 
evaluation 
of sources 
connected 
with the 
evacuation 
of Dunkirk.  
 
 
2. Create a 
speech 
explaining 
the 
arguments 
for and 
against the 
dropping of 
the atomic 
bombs.  
 
By sitting an 
end of topic 
assessment 
focus on 
extended 
writing. 
 
By using in 
class and 
end of topic 
MCQ’s to 
retrieve key 
information  
 
Low stakes 
starters to 
review 
previous 
knowledge- 



Year 9 
Spring Term 2   

The Holocaust  

How should we remember the Holocaust? 

Source of 
knowledge 

Think History 3 
GCSE Modern World History: Second edition 

The Modern World 
Peace and War: The Schools History Project 

The Twentieth Century World 
Living Through History 

AQA GCSE History: Conflict and Tension between the East and the West  

Knowledge 

The background to anti-Semitism 
• What causes prejudice? To identify different types of prejudice 

and its causes  
• How were Jewish people treated before WWII? Growth of Nazi 

Party from the 1920s  
• Introduction to the Holocaust  

 
The key reasons and events of the persecution of the Jews before 1941: 

• Persecution of Jewish people once Hitler had become Chancellor 
in 1933 including propaganda 

• Nuremberg Laws – Marriage, education, sexual relations, 
employment, citizenships and general treatment of Jewish 
people following the implementation of these laws  

• Ghettos – Conditions in the Ghettos, working conditions, living 
conditions including food 

• Kristallnacht - ‘the night of the broken glass’, the events and the 
consequences 

 
The reasons for and the development of the Final Solution: 

• What was the ‘Final Solution’ and why did Hitler decide to 
implement it 

• The building and locations of death camps including Auschwitz  
• Deportation of Jewish people from their homes and the ghettoes, 

including transportation   
• Conditions at death camps including selection  
• Impact including loss of life  
• Resistance to the Death Camps  
• Bystanders vs perpetrators  

 
The key detail of the Kindertransport Programme: 

• Organised war effort 9 months before the end of WW2  
• The rescue of over 10,000 Jewish Children and their subsequent 

migration  
• Their arrival at British foster homes, hostels, schools and farms  
• The importance of the Kindertransport Programme after the war 

including various accounts by survivors of the Holocaust 
 
The significance of the Holocaust in the modern context: 

• Importance of remembering the Holocaust  
• How is it remembered currently? Memorial in Berlin, Digital 

monument in the Netherlands, Treblinka in Poland etc  
 
 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
1. Making a 
presentation on how 
the Holocaust should 
be remembered.   

 
 



Year 9 
Summer term 1 

The development of democracy in Germany 1890-1928 

How and why was the Weimar republic created? 

Source of 
knowledge 

 
 

Essential Germany 1918-1945 
Germany 1918-1945 (Longman History Project) 

Germany 1918-1945 (SHP) 
GCSE Modern World History 

Knowledge 

• Kaiser Wilhelm and the difficulties of ruling Germany:  
- The nature of the Kaiser’s rule 

Imperial ambition with a place in the sun (WELTPOLITIK) and the 
Scramble for Africa, 
 the role of the army in his ambition, 
 autocratic rule; 

- the growth of parliamentary government 
workers become more vocal in politics 
Trade unions and the new Social Democratic Party become more 
important as workers look for better working conditions and social 
reform, 
the rapid industrialisation of the economy; 

- the influence of Prussian militarism 
the domestic importance of the Navy Laws of 1898 
The role of Tirpitz in the development of the Navy 
the growth of German naval power and the arms race 
the diversion of finance from social to military spending; 

• Impact of the First World War:  
- war weariness 

the divide in standards of living between rich and poor 
the bankruptcy of Germany due to expenditure,  
defeat, failure of Ludendorff offensive, mutiny in the Navy, 
the end of the monarchy- abdication and exile of Kaiser;  

- post-war problems including reparations 
the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles, loss of empire, war guilt 
clause, payment of £6,600 million in reparations 
the occupation of the Ruhr and hyperinflation, the refusal to pay 
reparations, the invasion of the Ruhr by French and Belgium 
soldiers, the role of passive resistance, the impact of passive 
resistance on the economy, the loss of confidence in politicians; 

• Weimar democracy and its problems: 
- the political structure of the Weimar republic 

proportional representation, coalition government, article 48, the 
role of the chancellor and the President; 

- political change and unrest, 1919–1923, including  
Spartacists 1919- Communist attempted rising in Berlin 
Kapp Putsch 1920- right wing attempted rising in Berlin 

- the Munich Putsch 1923 and its impact on the Nazi Party  
Nazi attempt to take over in Munich, the role of Hitler, the arrest 
and trial of leading Nazis, imprisonment in Landsberg castle, 
Hitler’s rise to national prominence, Mein Kampf, the 
reorganisation of the Nazi Party;  

• the extent of recovery during the Stresemann era (1924– 1929): 
- economic developments including the new currency 

the Rentenmark, the end of passive resistance, Dawes Plan and the 
Young Plan, rescheduling of reparations; 

- the impact of international agreements on recovery 

Students will apply 
the knowledge by;  
 
Opportunities in class 
to use PEEL 
paragraphs to GCSE 
style questions both 
extended writing and 
source evaluation.  
 
End of half term 
assessment. 
 
Low stakes retrieval 
starters and plenaries 
to check factual 
knowledge. 
 
Hinge questions to 
gauge students 
understanding of the 
big concepts.  

 



 


