
 

[Publish Date] 

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
Year 9 Music – Curriculum  

 

Year 9 
7 weeks  

Instrumental Music 
How to compose a piece of instrumental band music 

Source of 
knowledge 

Music examples of instrumental Band music 
•   Walton - Spitfire Prelude  
•    Sousa -  Liberty Bell 
•    Alford – Colonel Bogey 
•    J Newton - Amazing Grace 
•    R Burns – Auld Lyne Syne 
•    Brass Band – Sing Low, Sweet Chariot 
•    Brass Band Marches-Slaidburn, Death or Glory 

Knowledge 

Key skills:   Introduction to Instrumental Band Music – Developing and 
understanding of some famous marches, fanfares and traditional music that has 
been created for band.  

• Understanding the sonorities of the different instruments used in band 
music. Knowing that band music can be composed for wind, brass and 
pipe bands. Being able to explain why certain instruments are used for 
marches rather than others. Why were marches composed. 

• Developing knowledge of stylistic features of Articulation and Rhythm. 
Focusing specifically on dotted rhythms, accents and staccatos    

• Introduction to scales – major, minor, mode, pentatonic and the 
importance of using scales to compose your music. Knowing that major 
scales suggest a happy and light-hearted piece, whilst a minor scale can 
give a feeling of sorrow or aggression.  

• Introduction to broken chords – how major & minor triads are used in 
melodies. This helps to support students who are prepared to write for 
more than one part in their composition. 

• Set Works – musical extracts which demonstrate: key Structures (the 
March, Fanfare) used in Band repertoire and sonorities as well as folk-
style themes (rhythm, melody). Being able to analyse band music to use 
as inspiration for their final compositions.  

• Aural Skills – identify and notate short rhythms used in Marches (Set 
Works). 

Students will apply the 
knowledge by;  
 

Appraising-Listening to 
selected pieces of 
instrumental band 
music to develop and 
understanding of 
sonorities and rhythms 
used. 
 

Performing- To learn, 
practice and perform a 
specific piece of 
instrumental music  
 

Composing- a 16-bar 
melody suitable for a 
brass instrument 
(trumpet), based on 
pentatonic, modal or 
major scale. In style of a 
March or Fanfare. 
(extension – extra parts 
can be added) 

Vocabulary Band, Brass Band, Sonority, Rhythm, Articulation, structure, tonality, harmony, tempo, instrumentation, 
dynamics, melody 

Instruments Trumpet                      Cornet                    Flugel Horn                      Horn                     Baritone                                    

 
 
 
 
 

   



Instruments Euphonium                Trombone                     Tuba                  Snare Drum                  Bass Drum 

 

 

Assessment 
Focus  

Composition out of 30 – to be assessed as in GCSE and recorded for End of Year Examination – Composition 
(30%)  

Compose a 16-bar (8-bar) melody for a solo instrument in a brass band. 

 

 

Year 9 
7 weeks  

Vocal Music  
What are the Key Features and styles of Popular Song and how can I use them to compose my own song?  

Source of 
knowledge 

Vocal Music Popular Song examples:   
• Alicia Keys - If I Ain’t Got You & Dragon Days 
• Queen – We are the Champions 
• Beach Boys – Good Vibrations 
• Beatles: Yesterday & Eleanor Rigby  

 

Other pieces may be added by different teachers who may to develop the listening here.  

Knowledge 

Introduction to the development of the popular song styles and the structural 
elements of song:  
• ballad, 
• rock anthem  
• 32-bar structure (What is known as the 32-bar structure became popular 

in early 20th century US popular music, and can be found in many of 
George Gershwin’s and Cole Porter’s songs. The form is AABA, each section 
being eight bars long. A famous example is Over the Rainbow by Harold 
Arlen)  

• verse-chorus popular 20th century structure.  
 
Develop knowledge and understanding of the musical terms used in the 
popular song structure 
• Intro – the music that opens the song, precedes the verse, establishes    

melodic, harmonic and rhythm style.   
• Verse - verses had the same music but different lyrics, the lyrics tell a 

story. Often some lyrics are repeated in verses, the music is usually                                
the same.  

• Chorus – follows the verse and is part of the dominant pattern –  verse / 
chorus 2nd verse / chorus. It is repeated and had the same music and 
words, that often hook you into the song.  

• Bridge - musical link, often with a key change / distinct different feel 
• Outro – the music playing at the end of the piece, playing the song out, 

thematically draws together the music. Only a phrase used in popular 
music. 

• Instrumental – music section without lyrics, the bridge is often 
instrumental.  

Students will apply the 
knowledge by;  
 
Listening to selected 
pieces and identifying 
their key features of  
Popular Song 
 
Composing: Compose a 
popular song, using the 
structural elements or 
parts of the structure of 
a popular song.  
 
Performance: 
Performing their 
composed Popular song 
assessment. 
 



• Through-composed - refers to music that is written all the way through 
without repetition or return of musical material. Most music has some 
kind of form, which is the way a piece of music is organized. Most forms in 
music have some kind of repetition or return to the large sections of the 
music. In through-composed music, the music is continuously changing as 
it progresses. 

 
Introduction to key features of the popular song 
• chord progressions / sequences are series of two or more chords used in 

a piece of music. Chords are represented by roman numerals, the most 
common being chords I / IV and V  

• vocables – sounds made in music that are not words, for example la, la, la, 
dum de dum etc.  

• word setting – using rhythm to place words against music, lyrics, set or 
adapted to music.  

• electronic devices – drum machines, electronic instruments, MIDI 
(Musical Instrument Digital Interface),  

 
Set Works – songs which demonstrate how the structural elements above are 
used throughout the development of the popular song 
Aural Skills – notate simple riffs/chorus hooks (from Set Works) 

Vocabulary 
Popular Song, ballad, rock anthem, 32 Bar structure, structure, intro, Verse, chorus, bridge, outro, 
instrumental through composed, chord progressions / sequences, vocables, word setting, 
electronic devices.  

Assessment 
Focus  

This scheme takes place after annual assessment has occurred. Assessment is based on in class 
performance and composition tasks.  

 

Year 9 
7 weeks  

Music for Stage and Screen 
How do I create music for film and which pieces are examples for me to learn from? 

Source of 
knowledge 

Set Works that are excellent examples of film music:  
• James Bond songs 
• Star Wars – Composed by John Williams  
• Lord of the Rings – The breaking of the Fellowship, Composed by Howard Stone 
• Jaws - Composed by John Williams 
• Psycho - Composed by Bernard Herman  

Knowledge 

Key Skills:  

Introduction to Film Music and the key features:  

• Diegetic-music that the actors/actresses can here in the film e.g. car radio, 
live music) 

• Non-diegetic-music that is applied after the film recording to generate an 
atmosphere) 

• Leitmotif –a melody that is associated with a person, place or object 
• Underscoring- Music played underneath dialogue 
• Main title- music used in the opening credits 
• Cue- a specific motif or section of film music 
• Film score- All of the music for the film notated for a conductor 
• Soundtrack- The music used in film, sometimes by a popular artist created 

specifically for a film 

Introduction to the role of music in films. Why is music so important in films? 
What is the impact of silence in a film? 

• How can the elements of music be used in different ways to create a 
certain mood? (suspense, excitement) 

Students will apply the 
knowledge by;  
 
Appraising- listening to 
examples of film music 
and being able to 
analyse the music 
features used.  
 
Performing-Learn to 
play key themes from 
James Bond. Learn & 
perform an extract from 
one of the Set Works. 
 
Composition- Create an 
musical underscore to a 
short James Bond film 
clip using the key Bond 



• Set Works – key film themes which demonstrate the uses of diegetic & 
non-diegetic music, leitmotifs, underscoring and how different setting of a 
theme evokes different moods. 

• Introduction to Sibelius software- how does it work and how is it more 
efficient than writing music manually by hand? 

• Using Sibelius to notate compositions for assessment focus and writing for 
more than one instruments 

• Aural Skills – identifying key themes from Set Works 

themes learned on 
keyboard 

Vocabulary Diegetic, Non diegetic, Leitmotif, Underscoring, Main title, Cue, Film score, Soundtrack, Orchestra, Elements 
of Music. 

Assessment 
Focus  

Performance out of 30 – to be assessed as in GCSE and recorded for End of Year Examination – Performance 
(30%) 

Perform an extract from one of the Set Works (voice or instrument) 3 standards as per GCSE) 

 

Year 9 
7 weeks  

Fusion Music 
What is Fusion and how do we recognise it in music? 

Source of 
knowledge 

Fusion Music: Latin American Fusion example pieces:   
• Girl from Ipanema by Antônio Carlos Jobim & Heloísa Pinheiro  & Astrud Gilberto 
• Samba em Preludio by Esperanza Spalding  
• Afro-Cuban Jazz Moods  - Dizzy Gillespie 

Knowledge 

• Introduction to Latin American Fusion Music.  

• Explore how modern musical styles have been fused with Latin 

American or at times African traditional music.  

• Introduction to Latin American dance rhythms: 

       Samba: Brazilian percussion based dance originating from Africa.     

                       Bossa Nova a style of Brazilian music derived from samba but  

                       placing more emphasis on melody and less on percussion. 

• Introduction to traditional Latin-American instruments: bongo, conga, 
clave/wood block, cowbell (cencerro), timbales, shaker/maraca, güiro, 

cajón (acoustic guitar) 

• How Fusion Music has been a vehicle of expression for political struggle 
or protest in the past and in contemporary music.  

• Set works – listed above. Listening to extracts from songs which 
demonstrate key features of Latin American music and how these have 

been fused with contemporary musical styles 

• Aural Skills – recognising and being able to repeat the different rhythm 

patterns; recognising fusion elements within music. 

Students will apply the 
knowledge by;  
 
Listening to selected 
pieces and identifying 
their key features of 
Fusion music; Latin 
American and African.  
 
Performing: Learn to 
play basic Latin 
American rhythms – 
samba, bossa nova & 
perform as part of a 
class ensemble 
 
Composing: Compose a 
Latin American class 
rhythm using 
appropriate untuned 
percussion instruments 
 

 
Vocabulary 

 
Fusion, Latin America music, Samba, Bossa Nova, pattern, clave/wood block, conga drums, 
cowbell (cencerro), timbales, shaker/maraca, güiro, cajón (acoustic guitar) 
 
  

Instruments clave                     wood block                   bongo (left) conga (right)   Cowbell (cencerro) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ant%C3%B4nio_Carlos_Jobim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ant%C3%B4nio_Carlos_Jobim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helo%C3%ADsa_Pinheiro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helo%C3%ADsa_Pinheiro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrud_Gilberto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrud_Gilberto


 

     

Instruments Timbales           shaker/maraca                 güiro                                       cajón (acoustic guitar) 

 

                   

Assessment 
Focus  

This scheme takes place after annual assessment has occurred. Assessment is based on in class 
performance and composition tasks.  

 


