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Taking over as Principal has been one of the most daunting yet exhilarating 
challenges I’ve ever taken on.  In following Jonathan Winch, who has served the 
College for nearly all of our 26-year history, and led the College as Principal for 12 
years, I have some pretty big shoes to fill!  In seeking to serve some of the most 
dedicated and impressive young people I know, the responsibility is considerable.  
But while change in leadership inevitably brings with it some new approaches to 
the way we work, we have been seeking, as a College, to remind ourselves of the 
things which should never change.  Central to the success of Emmanuel College 
is a commitment to do what is right, pursue the truth and grow in character by 
living out our core values to the glory of God.  A vitally important part of our 
Christian ethos is the pursuit of excellence – something Emmanuel is known for in 

our local area and beyond.  A determination to be the best we can be for the benefit of 
everyone in our community will remain at the heart of all we do.

One of the ways in which we seek to ensure we live out these values in our lives 
now and in the future is by developing an attitude of servant-hearted leadership.  
This year, a group of our students had the opportunity to put this into practice in a 
substantial way.  You will remember that last year we were able, with your help, to 
raise one million South African rand (about £45,000), enough to purchase land on 
which to build a new school for the poorest of the poor in Tembisa.  What a privilege 
and challenge then for ten Emmanuel students, who spent two weeks in South Africa 
earlier this year serving alongside the staff and pupils at Nokuphila School.  In addition 
to working at Nokuphila they were able to visit the site of the new school to be built 
over the course of the next two years.  We are now entering a new and exciting phase 
of our partnership with LoveTrust and look forward to working with them to build and 
equip the new school.

At Emmanuel we sometimes refer to the sports field as the training ground for future 
leadership.  This year has been a particularly strong year for British sport, the success 
of Team GB in the Olympics being a particular joy.  During the Olympic Games I was 
struck by the strength of character demonstrated by so many of our sportsmen and 
sportswomen.  Very often, medal winners would seek to point out the unsung heroes 
of their team: the coaches, the support staff, and the reserve competitors and, of 
course, those who had encouraged them throughout their journey towards success.  
A number of competitors spoke fondly of teachers who had contributed significantly, 
particularly in the early stages of their journey.  For those of us who are members of 
staff, this is both an encouragement and a considerable challenge!  Perhaps one of 
the most striking images of the Games, however, was seeing the humility alongside 
absolute commitment of the Fiji men’s rugby sevens team.  At every stage, they sought 
to push themselves to their limits and be the very best they could while seeking at all 
times to give glory to God for their strength and skill.  It strikes me that it would be 
hard to find a better illustration of what we at Emmanuel College should be seeking to 
be like.

There is so much to celebrate and give thanks for packed into this yearbook and I 
know you will enjoy reading it.  Our students are truly remarkable young people 
who demonstrate time and time again that placing character first in the process of 
education results in young people equipped to serve others effectively through care, 
leadership and self-sacrifice.  May I offer heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to 
those who have left Emmanuel this year, and may I wish you and all of those in the 
Emmanuel family every blessing for the year ahead.

MATTHEW S WATERFIELD
Principal

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
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The Principal has this year awarded four scholarships, each of which is worth £500 over 
three years. These scholarships are awarded to reflect the academic, social, cultural, 
spiritual and personal contributions and achievements of students in their Sixth Form 
years.  These awards are made in advance of A Level or BTEC results being known.

This year’s scholarships go to:

Jack Manning, Michael Iveson, Charlotte Lynch, Alice Cassidy

The following students achieved outstanding results in each of the subjects listed 
and are to receive £100 bursaries from the Business/Industry Sponsors mentioned 
alongside, to whom we are deeply grateful.

A Level:

Art Erica Bone Emmanuel Award

Biology Isabella Bosanko Emmanuel Award

Chemistry Andrew Sundin Emmanuel Award

Drama Hannah McRae Emmanuel Award

Economics Adam Bradford Kinnair & Co

English Language Jennifer Goon Emmanuel Award

English Literature Matthew Fairhurst Emmanuel Award

French Matthew Fairhurst Emmanuel Award

Further Mathematics Navraj Lalli Emmanuel Award

Geography Alice Cassidy Emmanuel Award

German Matthew Fairhurst Emmanuel Award

History Lauren Johnson Emmanuel Award

Mathematics with Mechanics Lewis Morgan Emmanuel Award

Mathematics with Statistics Roxanne Hall Emmanuel Award

Music Alexander Walls Emmanuel Award

Physical Education Lewis Terrell Emmanuel Award

Physics Navraj Lalli Emmanuel Award

Religious Studies Sophie Merrix Emmanuel Award

Technology Sophie Merrix Emmanuel Award

BTEC Engineering (Ext. Dip) Andrew Coffell Rotary Club of Whickham

BTEC Applied Science (Dip) Ethan Langford Emmanuel Award

Special Endeavour Award Hannah McRae  Emmanuel Award

Sixth Form Bursary Scheme
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ATTENDANCE RECORD
The College attendance record from September to May study leave shows 

attendance after absences for illness and other authorised absences at 95.18%. 
The authorised absences are shown at 4.57% and the unauthorised at 0.25%.

College results against 
previous targets

Target for 
2016

Result 
for 2016

Target for 
2017

G
C

SE

Students gaining 5 A*-C 100% 93% 100%

Students gaining 5 A*-C including English and 
mathematics 90% 89% 90%

Students gaining the English Baccalaureate (63% 
eligible) 62% 49% 50%

Students making expected progress in English 100% 88% 100%

Students making expected progress in mathematics 100% 93% 100%

Students achieving CC or higher in science 90% 75% 90%

Average grade per entry (from attainment 8) B B B

A
 L

ev
el

A*-B Grades 70% 65% 70%

A*-E Grades 100% 100% 100%

Average grade per entry B B- B

Students achieving AAB in two facilitating subjects* 30% 29% 30%

* Facilitating subjects are: maths and further maths, physics, biology, chemistry, history, geography, 
modern and classical languages and English literature
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Advanced Level (Year 13)

BTEC (Year 13)

AS Level (Year 12)
Subject

No. of 
entries

No. of students achieving each grade 
(grades A-E are full passes)

A B C D E U
Applied ICT 8 2 3 1 1 1
Applied Science 7 1 1 4 1
Art 17 2 10 5
Biology 25 5 3 5 7 4 1

Business Studies 18 1 9 3 3 2
Chemistry 29 5 6 5 11 1 1
Drama 6 3 2 1
Economics 19 9 6 4
English Language 44 3 19 20 2
English Literature 29 10 6 6 5 2
French 15 5 6 2 2
Further Mathematics 11 3 4 3 1
Geography 16 2 3 4 5 2
German 5 1 2 2
History 26 9 9 6 2
Mathematics 53 15 7 14 6 8 3
Music 3 1 1 1
Physical Education 9 2 3 2 2
Physics 17 4 5 1 4 3
Religious Studies 14 7 6 1
Technology 27 4 3 10 10

Subject
No. of 
entries Distinction* Distinction Merit Pass Incomplete/Fail

Business 6 1 3 2

Engineering 30 8 15 7

Science 18 11 7

Subject No. of 
entries

No. of students achieving each grade 
(grades A*-E are full passes)

A* A B C D E U
Applied ICT 11 3 7 1
Applied Science 11 3 7 1
Art 9 3 3 3
Biology 25 2 5 6 6 5 1
Business Studies 22 6 9 6 1
Chemistry 24 2 10 6 5 1
Drama 4 2 2
Economics 21 3 9 6 2 1
English Language 30 4 9 17
English Literature 18 6 4 6 2
French 5 1 2 2
Further Mathematics 11 2 2 3 2 1 1
Geography 21 2 3 5 4 5 2
German 9 1 4 2 2
History 25 1 10 10 3 1
Latin 1 1
Mathematics 40 8 18 5 3 3 3
Music 5 1 3 1
Physical Education 11 1 1 4 5
Physics 14 4 2 2 4 1 1
Religious Studies 15 1 9 2 3
Technology 11 1 2 5 3
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Advanced Level (Year 13) YEAR 13 SUMMARY STATISTICS (2015 figures are shown in brackets)

Students achieving 360 points or more :    51 (56)
Grades Points

Percentage of grades at A* 14% (17%)

Percentage of grades at A*- A 42% (47%)

Percentage of grades at A*- B 65% (74%)

Percentage of grades at A*- E 100% (100%)

Percentage of students achieving AAB in two facilitating subjects* 29% (29%)

Average total points score per student** 332 (347)

Average point score per entry 99 (104)

* Facilitating subjects are: maths and further maths, physics, biology, chemistry, history, geography, 

modern and classical languages and English literature

** UCAS points: A* = 140, A = 120, B = 100, C = 80, E = 40

There were 129 students in the year group (117 in 2015). 85% of students studied A Levels predominantly 
(80% in 2015), with the remaining studying a mixture of A Level and vocational qualifications.

Matthew Fairhurst Latin, English Literature, French, German A*A*A*A* 560
Navraj Lalli Further Mathematics, Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics A*A*A*A* 560
Liam Sowerby Physics, Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Chemistry A*A*A*A 540
Andrew Sundin Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, Further Mathematics A*A*A*A 540
Adam Bradford Economics, Geography, Chemistry, Mathematics A*A*AA 520
Hannah McRae English Literature, History, Religious Studies, Drama A*AAA 500
Jonnie Bolam PE, English Language, Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma (D)(D)Dn*Dn*Dn* 480
Emma Hill Biology, French, Chemistry, Mathematics AAAA 480
Alexander Walls Music, English Literature, History, Chemistry A*AAB 480
Jack Foley English Literature, History, Religious Studies, Politics (AS) A*AA(B) 470
Satya Srivastava Mathematics, Economics, Physics, Further Mathematics A*AAC 460
Sophie Merrix Technology, Religious Studies, History, English Language A*A*A(B) 450
Olivia Cossey Economics, English Literature, History, Mathematics A*A*A(C) 440
Lauren Johnson History, English Literature, Religious Studies, French A*AA(A) 440
Jamie Milroy Technology, Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma CDnDnDn 440
Harry Wilson Mathematics, Physics, Further Mathematics, Chemistry A*AA(A) 440
Isabella Bosanko Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics A*AA(B) 430
Alice Cassidy Geography, Economics, Biology, Physical Education A*AB(A) 420
Andrew Coffell Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma Dn*Dn*Dn* 420
Joe Donnohue Economics, History, Geography, English Language AAA(A) 420
Roxanne Hall Mathematics, Art, Chemistry, German A*AA(C) 420
Molly Bowden Biology, Chemistry, History, Physics AAA(B) 410
Michael Iveson Economics, German, Mathematics, Chemistry AAA(B) 410
Jessica Page Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Art AAA(B) 410
Matthew Bell Mathematics, Biology, German, Chemistry ABBC 400
Matthew Maddock German, Mathematics, History, Latin AAB(A) 400
Lewis Morgan Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry ABBC 400
Tonicha Pearson Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma Dn*Dn*Dn 400
Shannon Richardson Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, German AAA(C) 400
Claire Robson Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, History AAB(A) 400
William Todd Mathematics, German, Further Mathematics, Physics A*AB(C) 400
Robyn Watt English Literature, French, English Language, German BBBB 400
James Clay English Literature, Religious Studies, Music, Technology AAB(B) 390
Shubhangi Jha Physics, Mathematics, Chemistry, Art AAB(B) 390
Jasmin Sangha Economics, English Literature, History, English Language AAB(B) 390
William Armstrong Technology, Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma BDnMtMt 380
Amelia Calvert English Literature, English Language, Religious Studies A*AA 380
Matthew Cornish Biology, Economics, Mathematics A*AA 380
Jennifer Goon Chemistry, English Language, Biology, Technology AAB(C) 380
Kate Johnson Applied ICT, Business Studies, Mathematics, History BBB(B) 380
Matthew McTeer Economics, Geography, Mathematics A*AA 380
Georgia Middlemiss English Literature, English Language, Biology, Drama A*BC(A) 380
Jennifer Reay French, History, Mathematics, Chemistry AAB(C) 380
Lewis Terrell Physical Education, Economics, History A*AA 380
Nicola Brooker History, Science - BTEC Diploma BDn*Dn 360
Carli Garner English Language, Science - BTEC Diploma CDn*Dn* 360
Payam Golestani Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma DnDnDn 360
Ethan Langford Applied ICT, Science - BTEC Diploma CDn*Dn* 360
Mohammed Latif Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry A*BC(C) 360
Oliver Lofthouse Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma DnDnDn 360
Aaron Nagra Applied ICT, Science - BTEC Diploma CDn*Dn* 360
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BTEC

Subject No. of 
entries No. of students achieving each grade

A* A B C D E F G U

Art 30 6 11 7 6

Biology 83 6 23 41 12 1

Business Studies 28 9 6 9 3 1

Chemistry 82 16 34 27 5

Computing 12 2 3 3 2 2

Core Science 100 2 6 52 32 8

Additional Science 88 4 23 40 20 1

Drama 6 3 2 1

Economics 21 1 10 7 3

Electronic Products 48 16 23 8 1

Engineering 39 3 20 15 1

English 183 19 43 54 49 15 3

English Literature 183 15 54 46 52 14 1 1

Food and Nutrition 11 1 4 5 1

French 104 20 13 25 36 10

Geography 79 5 17 18 19 10 7 3

German 41 5 12 13 7 4

Graphic Products 22 1 11 8 2

History 106 7 33 31 20 6 4 5

ICT 42 8 14 9 7 3 1

Latin 18 13 5

Mathematics 183 40 34 43 56 8 2

Music 10 2 5 1 2

Physical Education 20 5 3 4 6 2

Physics 83 14 24 37 7 1

Religious Education 183 26 49 39 28 23 10 7 1

Resistant Materials 30 3 15 11 1

Subject No. of 
entries Distinction * Distinction Merit Pass Level 1 Fail

Applications of Applied Science 
(First Award) 12 2 10

Business (First Certificate) 23 2 12 9

ICT (First Award) 13 9 4

GCSE
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Year 11 Academic Award Winners 

Excellence 
Dawid Adamowicz
Ryan Cunningham

Lewis Gaffing

Endeavour
Grace Fashanu
Amor Sahota

Rebecca Conway BTEC

GCSE YEAR 11 SUMMARY STATISTICS (2015 figures are shown in brackets)
There were 183 students in the year group (191 in 2015)

                      Number         Percentage
Students attaining 5+ A*-C grades 171 (177) 93.4% (92.7%)

Students attaining 5+ A*-C grades including English and mathematics 162 (162) 88.5% (84.8%)

Students gaining the English baccalaureate (63% of students eligible) 90 (96) 49.2% (50.3%)

Students attaining 10+ A*-C grades 116 (129) 63.4% (67.5%)

Grades at A*-A 676 (738) 35.6% (36.6%)

Grades at A*-C 1629 (1787) 888.0% (89.4%)

Average total points score per student* 473.8 (506.9) 

Average points score per entry 45.7 (45.9)

NATIONAL COMPARISONS
In our specialist subjects of 

English, science, mathematics 
and technology the following 
percentages were achieved:

A*-A A*-C

Emmanuel National Emmanuel National

English 34% 15% 90% 65%

Mathematics 40% 17% 94% 63%

Technology 54% 17% 99% 61%

Biology* 35% 42% 99% 91%

Chemistry* 61% 43% 100% 91%

Physics* 46% 43% 99% 92%

* College enters 45% of students for separate Science GCSEs.  This is not the case nationally where only the most able 
25% of students are entered.  College believes that separate Science GCSE is the best course for 16-year olds and is the 
strongest preparation possible for success at A Level.  

Student Destinations 
after Year 11 

Remaining at Emmanuel College
120

Leaving for full-time study elsewhere, 
employment and/or training

63

Students achieving 11 or more A* / A : 25 (26)
   A* A A*/A
Lewis Gaffing 10 2 12
Carter Harrison 9 2 11
Dawid Adamowicz 8 3 11
Ryan Cunningham 8 3 11
Jordan-Lee Guthrie 8 3 11
Haydn Lisk 8 3 11
Joseph Todd 8 3 11
Eleanor Coltman 7 4 11
Rachel Fairhurst 7 4 11
Chelsea Knott 7 4 11
Victoria Walls 7 4 11
Bethany Maddison 6 5 11
William McLeod 6 5 11
Sophie Phillips 4 7 11
Imogen Tennet 4 7 11
Lewis Sowerby 7 3 10
Zaira Sattar 6 4 10
Alexander Boyle 5 5 10
Erin Glendenning-Wadey 5 5 10
Sabina Iqbal 4 6 10
Eve Oliver 4 6 10
Farmina Ahmed 3 7 10
Monera Akther 3 7 10
Matthew Goon 3 7 10
Alicia Reed 3 7 10

*  Points score: A* = 58, A = 52, B = 46, C = 40, D = 34, E = 28, F = 22, G = 16
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UNIVERSITY COURSES AND DESTINATIONS
Aston Ali, Adam International Business & Economics BSc

Bangor Kelly, Laura Geography BSc

Brunel Lacey, William Aerospace Engineering with Professional BEng
  Development
 Rodger, James Mechanical Engineering (with Foundation year) BEng

Cambridge Fairhurst, Matthew Asian and Middle Eastern Studies BA
 Johnson, Lauren Theology and Religious Studies BD

Central Lancashire Renwick, Scott Aerospace Engineering MEng

Dundee Gaughan, Caitlin Mathematics BSc

Durham Calvert, Amelia English Literature MA
 Cornish, Matthew Economics BA
 Hall, Roxanne Biomedical Sciences BSc
 Reay, Jennifer Law LLB
 Richardson, Shannon Natural Sciences MSci
 Sangha, Jasmin Sociology BA

Edinburgh Donnohue, Joseph  Business with Strategic Economics BA
 Iveson, Michael Economics BA
 McRae, Hannah Theology MA
 Middlemiss, Georgia Film and Television BA
 Robson, Claire Biomedical Sciences BSc

Edge Hill Peacock, Francesca Drama BA
 Simpson, Bethany Information Technology Management for Business BSc

Glasgow Roberts, Thomas History MA
 Todd, William German MA

Harper Adams Lee, Matthew Automotive Engineering (Off Highway) MSc

Imperial College Lalli, Navraj Mechanical Engineering MEng
London

Lancaster Merrix, Sophie History BA

Leeds Beckett Akther, Morium Business Management BA
 Johnson, Jak Business and Management BA
 Langford, Ethan Sports and Exercise Therapy BSc
 Musakanya, Tatenda International Business BA
 Wallace, Joseph Sports and Exercise Therapy BSc

Leeds Cassidy, Alice Sport and Physiology BSc
 Cossey, Olivia International History and Politics BA
 Henderson, Samuel Business Studies (with Foundation year) BSc
 Irwin, Reece Business Studies (with Foundation year) BSc
 Sowerby, Liam Mechanical Engineering MEng
 Terrell, Lewis Law LLB

Leicester Northey, Caitlin Human Geography BA

London School of Foley, Jack International Relations and History BSc
Economics Srivastava, Satya Economics BSc

Liverpool Ahmed, Ishmam Politics & Business Studies BA
 Hey, Andrew History BA

Manchester Bradford, Adam Chemical Engineering with Industrial Experience MEng
 Jha, Shubhangi Mechanical Engineering MEng
 Nagra, Aaron Information Technology Management for Business  BSc
  with Industrial Experience 

Manchester Met Grewal, Simran Finance BA
 Foundation
 Pannu, Govind Business  

Newcastle Baines, Daniel History BA
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 Bashir, Haidar Civil Engineering (5 years) MEng
 Beattie, Kara Speech and Language Sciences BSc
  (Speech and Language Therapy)
 Bell, Matthew Biomedical Sciences BSc
 Bilal, Fatimah Food Marketing & Nutrition BSc
 Clay, James Music BA
 Cryer, Emma Food Marketing and Nutrition BSc
 Garner, Carli Chemistry with Medicinal Chemistry BSc
 Ip, Alexander Mechanical Engineering MPhys
 Latif, Mohammed Electrical and Electronic Engineering MEng
  (with Industrial Project)
 Maddock, Matthew Modern Languages, Translation and Interpreting BA
 Manning, Jack Modern Languages BA
 McTeer, Matthew Economics and Mathematics BSc
 Morgan, Lewis Civil and Structural Engineering MEng
 Muhaidi, Ibrahim Business & Finance BA
 Page, Jessica Biomedical Sciences BSc
 Pearson, Tonicha Civil Engineering (4 years) BEng
 Saint, Charlotte Mechanical Engineering MEng

Northumbria Armstrong, William Electrical and Electronic Engineering MEng
 Asghar, Zain Mechanical and Automotive Engineering BEng
 Brooker, Nicola History BA
 Brunskill, Daniel Business (with Foundation year) BA
 Cavanagh, Natalie Psychology with Criminology BSc
 Chisty, Serena Food Science and Nutrition BSc
 Crow, Emily Business Management BA
 Hardie, Sam Computing & IT (with Foundation year) MSc
 Johnson, Kate Information Technology Management for Business BSc
 Khalisadar, Shamsia Applied Sciences (with Foundation year) BSc
 Lemmon, Ryan Business with Economics BA
 Marshall, Sophie Primary Education BA (QTS)
 Mitchison, Leanne Criminology and Forensic Science BSc
 Nyambega, Cameron Quantity Surveying BSc
 Scott, Emiline Business with Human Resources BA
  (with Foundation year)
 Sewell, Adam Business with Economics BA
 Smart, Kennedy Law LLB
 Steanson, Anna International Business Management BA
 Uddin, Jannah Business with Economics BA

Nottingham Trent Taylor, Zoe Biomedical Sciences BSc

Nottingham Stanton, Peter Medical Physiology and Therapeutics BSc
 Wilson, Harry Mechanical Engineering Including an Industrial year MEng

Oxford Sundin, Andrew Physics  MPhys
 Walls, Alexander Music BA

Reading Lynch, Charlotte Primary Education with Music BA (QTS)

Sheffield Hallam Barnes, Steven Primary Education (5-11) with QTS BA (QTS)

Southampton Goon, Jennifer Chemistry with one year placement MChem

St Andrews Hill, Emma Medicine MB

Stirling Nash, Freya Psychology BSc

Sunderland Azam, Abdul Pharmacy (with Foundation year) MPharm
 Black, Kelsey Childhood Studies (non-QTS) BA
 Chowdry, Sidhra English and Literature BA
 Hamilton, Darcy Primary Education BA
 Lovatt, Jacob Pharmacy MPharm
 Orange, Alice Childhood Studies BA
 Pittman-Wood, Rebecca Primary Education BA

York Cartner, Faye Nursing (Adult) BSc
 Watt, Robyn French and Italian Language (with year abroad) BA

York St John Cox, Megan Sports Science and Injury Rehabilitation BSc

Students highlighted in blue will begin courses in September 2017
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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
Head Boy   James Clay
Head Girl   Jennifer Reay
Assistant Head Boy  Seyi Adeniyi
Assistant Head Girl  Anna Spence
Student Editors  Matthew Fairhurst
    Amelia Calvert
    Charlotte Sefton 
    Katie Wilson
HOUSE CAPTAINS 

CORINTHIANS Navraj Lalli and Roxanne Hall
Assisted by Jonathan Brent and Amy Feetham

GALATIANS Matthew Maddock  and Emma Hill
Assisted by Lewis Bush and Katie Cuthbertson

ROMANS Cameron Nyambega and Emily Crow 
Assisted by James Cummins and Penny-Rose Scott

TEAM CAPTAINS AND VICE-CAPTAINS

RUGBY
 Captain Vice-Captain
U12 Lewis Cheel Charlie Green
U13 Tyler Hepple Evan Lawther
U14 Jack Vinnicombe James Bailey
U15 Tom Kell Jake Jones
U16 Elliott Trott Ryan Cunningham
1st XV Cameron Nyambega Steven Barnes

HOCKEY
 Captain Vice-Captain 
U12 Mary Allan Isabelle Eddy
U13 Megan Fish Lucy Lynch-Deakin
U14 Ellie Dixon Erin McDougall
U15 Rebecca Robson Rebecca Stokell
U16 Catherine Gibson Olivia Ewart
U19 Emily Graham Emiline Scott
 
NETBALL
 Captain Vice Captain  
U12 Natalie Ho Gemma Smith
U13 Samantha Byrne Lucy Hastie
U14 Anna Burbidge O’Flaherty Katie Lemmon
U15 Lucy Brooks Kate Cleland 
U16 Charlotte Bainbridge Jess Morgan
U19 Katie Cuthbertson Amy Feetham

Sixth Form Prefects
Annabel Armstrong
William Armstrong

Harry Barnaby
Kara Beattie
Joseph Bellis

Kirk Boyd
Alice Cassidy
Anna Coffell
Olivia Cossey

Abid Choudhury
Rebecca Dawes
Anna Douglas
Bethany Dunn

Joseph Donnohue
Abbey Eggenton

Jack Foley
William Gaffing

Jenny Goon
Lucy Hardy

Darcy Hamilton
Katie Irving
Jack Innes

Alex Ip
Michael Iveson

Lucy Kay
Alex Lamb

Nicole Lambert
Emily Lynch

Sophie Merrix
Jack McGuiness

Georgia Middlemiss
Sean Motsi

Gemma Moran
James Moore
Holly Parkin

Charlotte Pharoah
Matthew Purdy

Louise Reid
James Rodger

Katie Ross
Sophie Savage
Olivia Service

Jennifer Shannon
Declan Southern
John Sutherland

Emiline Scott
Abbie Stephenson

Calum Szpak
Julian Tomlinson 

Phoebe Tomlinson
Jessica Watts

Alex Walls
Harry Wilson

Max Winthorpe
Joy Winch

Wenqian Zeng
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PRESENTATION EVENING
The annual awards evening shocked the audience last year, starting off with a flash 
and a bang.  The lower College’s choir ‘One Voice’, conducted by the Head of Music, 
Mrs Dueck, sang ‘Africa’ to kick off the evening.  As the audience settled and the 
lights lit up the stage, the singers of the choir began to rub their hands together, 
not in anticipation however, but to simulate the sound of rain.  The clicking of 
fingers replaced the sounds of rubbing hands and soon enough the whole choir 
was slapping their knees and jumping in unison on the stage, to recreate the sounds 
of thunder, while flashes filled the setting with lightning.  After that very dramatic 
introduction, Mr Waterfield walked on to the stage of Hall One as Principal of the 
College for the first time, and welcomed everybody to Presentation Evening 2016.

After the Queen’s 90th birthday had been commemorated, we all took the time 
to remember the school year.  A few tears were shed at the moving video and, 
retrospectively, during the impressive performance from MERV, consisting of Michael 
Farrell, Ellen Weaver, Rachel Fairhurst and Victoria Walls.  Before Oliver! came on the 
stage, the academic, music and drama awards were handed out.  Jack Manning gave 
a very entertaining and realistic performance of ‘Reviewing the Situation’, followed 
by Rebecca Charlton, who delivered the most breath-taking performance of ‘As Long 
as he Needs me’, the two of which were featured in the school musical, which had 
been highly successful that year.  The two performances welcomed us into the rest 
of the awards: Sports Awards and Special Prizes.  As the talented people came to 
the stage, you couldn’t help but feel proud to be part of such an amazing school.  
The awards were followed by an exceptional rendition of ‘March: Folk Songs from 
Somerset’, conducted by our very own Alexander Walls. 

When David Gillam came on stage he stunned us with the most inspirational 
speech.  He told a story of dreams for the future and how everyone can reach their 

goal.  All you need to do is ask yourself, “What have I done today to get me closer to 
my dream?”.  If you don’t try at all you are guaranteed to fail, whereas if you try hard 
you’re much more likely to succeed, and if you don’t succeed, mistakes are what 
build you. Learning to fail with grace is just as rewarding as winning itself.

This outstanding speech from Mr Gillam left those on stage and in the audience 
awestruck.  In answer to a powerful speech, the Senior Choir performed a beautiful 
and powerful song ‘The Heavens Are Telling’, which welcomed the Major and 
Premier Awards.  These particularly made beams of joy radiate from parents, staff 
and students alike, as person upon person walked on to the stage to accept the 
prizes they had worked so hard to receive.  The night was concluded with a closing 
prayer and a final hymn; this evening was unforgettable.

OLIVER TODD 9 Buckley and JOSEPHINE RIANI 9 Cumming
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ACADEMIC AWARDS - EXCELLENCE
YEAR 7

Manaswi Vemula
Anna Cumming

Maarij Khan

YEAR 8
Abbie Lewis
Malika Riffert

Peace Fashanu

YEAR 9
Kezia Bell

Samuel Gorman
Emily Lynch

YEAR 10
Daniel Calland
Anna Corbett
Nikhil Smith

ACADEMIC AWARDS - ENDEAVOUR
YEAR 7

Daniel Huggins
Amarah Irfan

Hannah Barnes

YEAR 8
Abby Graham
Jude Hawley

Aaron Fletcher

YEAR 9
Kaif Dad

Rebecca Jeffrey
Charlie Watson

YEAR 10
Faye Chisholm

Katie Parry
Rachel Tindale

SPELLING AWARDS AND MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS
THE WATERSTONE’S 

SPELLING PLATE
THE WATERSTONE’S 
SPELLING AWARDS

OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT 

IN MUSIC

OUTSTANDING 
CONTRIBUTION 

IN MUSIC

OUTSTANDING 
PROGRESS 
IN MUSIC

Taylor Leck
Halima Zaman (Year 7)
Noah Charlton (Year 8)

Taylor Leck (Year 9)
Alexander Walls Charlotte Lynch James Clay

SPORTS AWARDS

VICTOR 
LUDORUM

VICTRIX
LUDORUM

SENIOR RUGBY 
PLAYER 

OF THE YEAR 

HOCKEY 
PLAYER 

OF THE YEAR 

SENIOR NETBALL
PLAYER 

OF THE YEAR

Thomas Boyer
Samuel Gorman
Cameron Mather

Ian Griffiths

Minor
Junior

Intermediate
Senior

Isabelle Eddy
Anna Burbidge-O’Flaherty

Amelia Bateman
Jessica Watts

Cameron 
Nyembega Jannah Uddin Amy Feetham

THE BOATH MINUTE THE LLOYD MEDAL SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR SPORTSWOMAN OF THE YEAR

Reece Dunlop (boys)
Olivia Ewart (girls)

Matthew Cornish (boys)
Anna Kay (girls) Matthew Cornish Katie Cuthbertson

SPECIAL PRIZES

EMMANUEL SCHOLARSHIP PRIZE JUNIOR COLLEGE PUBLIC 
SPEAKING AWARD

Emmanuella Ajayi (Key Stage 3) and Stella Blackman (Key Stage 3)
Holly Ip (Key Stage 4) Peace Fashanu

WESLEY OWEN AWARD FOR 
BIBLICAL STUDIES

DEREK ESP TECHNOLOGY PRIZE 
LECTURE (Yr8)

SOKKIA TROPHY FOR BUSINESS 
EDUCATION

Phoebe Tomlinson Peace Fashanu Holly Dowling

DAVID WILLIAMS AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN 

THE WRITTEN WORD
BONAS AWARD FOR GERMAN 

AND TECHNOLOGY
CLOUGH AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 

IN ELECTRONICS

Charlotte Sefton Dawid Adamowicz Britney Jarvis

ALBERT DICKEN AWARD FOR 
ECONOMICS

EMMANUEL COLLEGE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION PRIZE

THE MALTHOUSE SMITH 
CHEMISTRY AWARD

Adam Bradford William Todd Tilly Softly

MAJOR AWARDS
CHAIRMAN’S 

SHORT STORY AWARD
JOHN LAING COMMUNITY 

SERVICE TROPHY
THE ALBERT DICKEN AWARD FOR 

BUSINESS STUDIES

Sam Gorman Rebecca Pittman-Wood Caitlin Northey

THE ONYX CUP FOR TECHNOLOGY DUKE OF EDINBURGH GOLD AWARD

Jessica Saunders Matthew Bell, Adam Bradford, Serena Chisty, Jack Foley, Roxanne Hall, 
Alexander Ip, Michael Iveson, William Lacey, Navraj Lalli, Ethan Langford, 

Matthew Lofthouse, Matthew McTeer, Aaron Nagra, Govind Pannu, Tom Roberts, 
Zoe Taylor, Joseph Wallace and Alexander Walls

OUTSTANDING SPORTSPERSON 
OF THE YEAR

Sophie Merrix

PREMIER AWARDS
THE WIECEK 

CUP
THE DEREK TAMS 

AWARD
THE HARLIE GILBERTSON 

ENDEAVOUR AWARD
THE VARDY CUP FOR 

EXCELLENCE
HOUSE CUP

Katie Milmore Kamile Nazir Kelsey Black Holly Ip Corinthians

ECAS AND DRAMA AWARDS
ECAS  LEVEL 1 

EXCELLENCE AWARD
ECAS  LEVEL 2 

EXCELLENCE AWARD
OUTSTANDING 

CONTRIBUTION TO DRAMA
OUTSTANDING SENIOR PERFORMANCE 

IN THE COLLEGE MUSICAL

William Bourn
Manaswi Vemula

Grace Hawkins
Jay Smith Jennifer Goon Rebecca Charlton

Jack Manning
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ARTWORK

Wenqian Zeng
AS Fine Art (acrylic paint)

Kushi Lai 
A2 Fine Art (drawing ink)R
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Lily Hetherington 
GCSE Fine Art (graphite)
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Anna Spence 
AS Fine Art 
(watercolour and drawing ink)
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Erica Bone 
A2 Fine Art 

(graphite and ink)

Shamsia Khalisadar 
A2 Fine Art (graphite and chalk)

Abby Brooks
GCSE Fine Art (acrylic)

Zoe Taylor
A2 Fine Art 
(graphite and drawing ink)

A
lex Taylor A

S Fine A
rt 

(w
atercolour and pencil)
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“WITHOUT MUSIC I WOULD FEEL LIKE 
SOMETHING IS MISSING FROM MY LIFE.”
Emmanuel’s Music Department has an array of talented musicians.  One truly 
amazing player is 14-year-old Funke Adeniyi, a musical prodigy of the College.  
Playing violin casually since the age of seven and restarting at nine, she has come 
very far for such a young player, having achieved Grade 8 violin, Grade 5 piano, and 
Grade 5 musical theory.  A variety of other instruments fill her life, with hobbies like 
ukulele, guitar and singing.

The violin has been unofficially labelled as one of the hardest instruments to master, 
yet it also has the title of one of the most beautiful.  The beauty of the violin’s craft is 
what spurred Funke initially to get a violin, but when she began playing, she realised 
that it also made a beautiful sound.  Though music may be difficult at times, Funke 
has pushed through, getting a place in the National Children’s Orchestra (NCO), 
performing countless times at concerts as part of the College’s junior and senior 
orchestras, and all on her own with solos.  In the most recent Christmas concert, 
Funke played a piece in such a moving manner that people in the audience were 
crying.  Music has a big effect on everybody’s life, without people even knowing 
it.  Funke said herself: “I enjoy music because I find it is a good way to express my 
emotions.”  Though, for her, music isn’t just about evoking emotion: “It is fun!”
Whilst some of us aren’t altogether sure of what instrument we want to play – 
trombone or ’cello: violin or clarinet: piano or drums? – there are many activities 
to involve yourself in to start an instrument, like attending concerts, talking to 
experienced musicians and watching inspiring YouTube videos; however, ultimately 
to choose you must: “Try as many instruments a possible, pick whatever instrument 
feels right for you, no matter what other people say. Just keep practising.”  And once 
you’ve started, keep going; it may be hard or frustrating but, “keep pushing through 
because eventually it will all turn out for the better”.

With so much music in her life, Funke is bound to get far …  and far she will be: as 
of September 2016 she will be inspiring the young people of Queensland, Australia, 
with her impressive musical talents.  We are sure Funke will continue to prosper, and 
wish her well in all that she does.

JOSEPHINE RIANI 9 Cumming

LAMDA EXAMINATIONS 2016
LAMDA, the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts, is the oldest drama 
school in the UK and was founded in 1861.  Since then, it has transformed into an 
international institution, with 98,000 candidates taking examinations in over 30 
countries in 2015.  Our school has enjoyed much success in these exams with a 
100% pass rate for three years, and an amazing 88% of students achieving a merit 
or distinction in 2016.  The LAMDA teacher here at Emmanuel is Miss Oliver.  She is 
loved by many, and is part of the reason that students love the lessons so much, but 
Miss Oliver has often said “it’s the students that make LAMDA”.

Though Dramatic Arts are sometimes considered ‘soft subjects’, there are aspects 
of LAMDA which can undeniably contribute to your education and the future in 
general.  Acting improves contextualising and enhances performance skills, while 
Public Speaking improves physical and vocal technique when engaging with an 
audience.  However, LAMDA’s strongest attribute is giving you confidence.  The 
students clearly agree, with the number of participants doubling 
since 2013.  Sarah Phillips (10 Joshi) said: “Deciding to have 
LAMDA lessons was the best decision of my Emmanuel career so 
far.”

EMILY LYNCH 9 Lloyd
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MERV
People often ask, “Why are you called 
MERV?”  Yes, they know it’s an acronym 
of our names, Michael, Ellen, Rachel and 
Victoria, but why not the ‘Junior String 
Quartet’, as was originally suggested?  Well, 
I suppose to understand that you have to 
know the story ...

It was our first concert as MERV.  I was terrified.  I’d played on stage plenty of 
times before, but never in such a small group, and I was so afraid of letting the 
others down.  We were playing ‘In the Hall of the Mountain King’, and we’d been 
rehearsing it for weeks.  I knew my part off by heart, yet I still couldn’t help thinking 
of all the things that could go wrong and all the people out there listening. 
When I walked out onto the stage, it suddenly struck me that I was with three of 
my best friends, three extremely talented musicians, and suddenly it didn’t seem so 
overwhelming after all.  As we started, I smiled, and they all smiled back.  We were 
MERV performing for the first time, and we weren’t going to be daunted by a crowd.  
We were going to play the music we loved and enjoy it.

That was three years ago, when I was in Year 8.  I felt honoured to be chosen to 
play for a junior string quartet, as did the others, and we got on really well from 
the start.  Our rehearsals were always informal and fun, and we’ve played some 
fantastic music, from film and TV to classical and folk.  We’ve been privileged to have 
two amazing teachers, and we’ve enjoyed a huge range of performances together, 
from busking in Newcastle and recording for an audio-visual artist, to playing at the 
Vermont Hotel and at weddings. 

We’ve learned each other’s techniques and styles, and formed lifelong friendships, 
despite numerous ‘viola’ and ‘lady violin’ jokes.  I’m very proud to think that in 
four years we’ve done so much, and created something unique and new.  Through 
everything we’ve done we’ve remained close friends, and I’ve no doubt that MERV 
will continue as it always has.  Who knows what the future will bring?
I just realised that this doesn’t explain why we call ourselves MERV and not the 
‘Junior String Quartet’.

But then, in a way, I hope it does.

RACHEL FAIRHURST 11 Robson
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A SONG OF ANGELS

A ‘WICKED’ TRIP TO LONDON

The Annual Christmas Carol Service has long had a reputation for delivering the 
very best of young talent.  This year was no exception, with breath-taking vocal 
solos from Ruben Powdry and Rebecca Conway, not to forget Dominic Bell’s superb 
saxophone solo.  Highlights included the Senior Choir’s beautiful rendition of ‘The 
Hallelujah Chorus’ which received a special mention from guest speaker and one 
of the founding members of the Emmanuel Schools Foundation, Mr Bates.  The 
Junior Choir also enthralled us with an enchanting rendition of the aptly named 
‘Little Babe’, a very difficult piece, which they magnificently rose to the challenge of 
mastering. 

Another notable moment was Mr Bates’ charismatic and heart-warming Christmas 
address.  He recollected the origins of Emmanuel, reflected on the College’s 25-
year history, and reminisced about its evolution into four other sister schools.  This 
left students, staff and friends of the College feeling very proud to be part of the 
Emmanuel family.  This year’s address was particularly poignant given the fact that 
it was Mr Winch’s last Carol Service, after 12 years of serving Emmanuel College 
as Principal.  The night was concluded with the much loved congregational carol, 

‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!’ featuring a fabulous 
descant by Senior Choir’s girls that was learned in record 
time.  At the end of the evening, many members of the 
audience generously contributed to our fundraising 
efforts, and we collected more than £1,000 for our chosen 
charity. 

As the crowd dispersed, the mood was one of joy and 
elation after another successful Carol Service. 

KATIE MILMORE 11 Griffiths and SARAH PHILLIPS 10 Joshi  

The GCSE Art Week trip began fairly locally - Room 8, to be exact!  On 
Monday morning, the eight students due to travel down to London 
congregated (as usual) in the Quad, before heading to the computers 
at 9:00am.  After a fairly leisurely morning printing things to trace, and 
brainstorming ideas for our sketchbooks, we got stuck in after lunch and 
did some serious sketchbook-planning.  Throughout the day, all anyone 
could think about was what they’d be doing ‘this time tomorrow’.  
Tomorrow came soon enough …

On Tuesday morning, eight bright-eyed and bushy-tailed students met 
with two teachers of similar description, each incredibly excited to be 
boarding the train from Newcastle Central to London King’s Cross at 
8:59am.  On the train, we excitedly talked about the hotel, the galleries, 
the Mystery Activity (oooooh!), how hot London will be, and many other 

exciting things - too many to remember!  Before we’d even started our 
sightseeing, we were straight on the Piccadilly line to Victoria Station, and after that, 
dumping our cases into our wonderful rooms at the St. Giles Hotel.  It was at that 
moment that everything became very real - we were there, in London, ready for 
three days of amazing memories!  By 1:15pm, we were on our way to Buckingham 
Palace, for afternoon tea with the Queen (only joking, don’t worry)!  After getting 
our photos taken outside the Palace and eating our delicious ice-cream in Green 
Park, we once again descended into the tube station and rattled along to South 
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Kensington to see the V&A and the Natural History Museums, 
first to see some textiles and, at the latter, to see the dinosaurs.  
After a delicious tea at Wagamamas which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all, we headed towards our Mystery Activity which 
was … the London Apollo Theatre to see ‘Wicked’!  For everyone 
on the trip, this was a surprise that we would never forget as we 
each felt that we were ‘Defying Gravity’! 

Wednesday brought the daunting heights of the London Eye; 
however, we were blessed with beautiful weather to see every 
single sight in London, it seemed.  After that, we headed down 
to Pizza Express to pick up a fantastic dinner of pizza on the 
river, complete with St Paul’s Cathedral.  Moving down the river, we went to the 
Tate Modern, the former Bankside Power Station full of modern art.  Afterwards, 
we took a speedy tube to Liberty’s, where we explored its history and architecture, 
before looking at the beautiful patterns on the fabrics. For our evening meal, we 
had a cheeky Nandos, then had a relaxing walk back to the hotel.  Good job we got 
back when we did, however, as half an hour later, it began absolutely chucking it 
down, with a slight bit of thunder.  During the middle of the night however, a huge 
thunderstorm pelted litres of rain down, and was later recorded as the ‘loudest’ 
thunderstorm in recent London history!  Regardless, we all woke up fresh in the 
morning to pack and take on the next day …

On Thursday morning, we said goodbye to our rooms and left our luggage in 
the hotel lockers.  On to Trafalgar Square before delving into the National Portrait 
Gallery, to help us with our work back at school - our GCSE is centred on portraiture 
at the minute.  Afterwards, we went to the National Gallery and looked at George 
Shaw’s ‘Back to Nature’ exhibition.  It was very interesting to see how different artists 
view nature, and especially good to see a bit of green in the built-up city.  We had a 
yummy lunch at Prezzo’s, which was just off Trafalgar Square, before heading back 
to the hotel to collect our luggage.  We were running late at that point, so we had 
to take a taxi to make up the time before having a quick stop at the station to collect 
a drink and a snack for the train.  And then we were off!  Back to Newcastle, back to 
Emmanuel College. 

Friday brought sadness for everyone, as they recalled in their minds what they would 
have been doing 24 hours prior.  With mournful hearts, we congregated in the Quad 
before heading off to Room 6 at 9:00am to print off our photos from the trip.  The 
rest of that day was spent using monoprinting, Indian inks, paints and a whole host 
of other media to make our sketchbooks beautiful - but each of us was still thinking 
of London, and how much we’d rather be at the Tate than any other place! 

In conclusion, the London 
Trip was an unforgettable 
experience which really 
brought the GCSE Art 
students together - we 
united over how warm it 
was, how nice the people 
were and, most of all, how 
astounding the artwork 
we saw was!  So if you 
study Art, then I’d seriously 
consider this trip next year - 
it’s one you won’t regret! 

FRANCESCA COCKELL 
10 Peterson
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IT’S A FINE LIFE
This year’s 
College 
production 
of the well 
known 
musical Oliver! 
was a smash 
hit and took its 
four sell-out 
audiences on a 
whirlwind tour 
of Victorian 
London, 
meeting 
cheeky 
orphan Oliver, 
quick-witted 
Dodger, wise 
old Fagin, 
beautiful 
Nancy and, 
of course, the 
formidable 
Bill Sykes.  
This year’s 

principle actors didn’t disappoint, with Jack Manning as Fagin, Rebecca Charlton as 
Nancy, and Matthew Penny as Bill Sykes.  Such was the array of talent in the younger 
years that there were two students portraying the character of Oliver, with both Isaac 
Stamper and Patrick Foley taking centre stage.  They were accompanied by energetic 
performances from their very own Artful Dodgers, with Beth Lally and Alex Strother 
each bringing an unique interpretation to the character of the loveable rogue. 

Behind the scenes, teachers and students alike played an integral role in ensuring 
that the show went on.  With Jennifer Goon’s managerial skills, Matthew Goon’s 
direction, Mrs Simblet’s supreme organisation, and of course, Mrs Wells’ mastery, 
the show was sure to be a hit! 

Hours of rehearsals undoubtedly paid off, with outstanding performances of 
‘Consider Yourself’, where characters such as Dodger were given the opportunity 
truly to shine on stage, allowing the cheekiness of the character to captivate their 
adoring audience.  Oliver’s performance of ‘Where is Love?’ enamoured audiences 
further, leaving many play-goers feeling the need to take the little orphan actors 
home with them!  Lastly, but by no means least, Rebecca Charlton’s breath-taking 
rendition of ‘As Long as he Needs me’ perfectly encapsulated Nancy’s desperate 
situation and brought tears to the eyes of the audience.  Her performance received a 
standing ovation on all four nights of the production.

At the final curtain call, tears were hurriedly wiped away 
as the production team recognised that it was their final 
time performing together.  With an array of impressive 
performances from Year 13 students, it was particularly 
difficult to bid them farewell. 

The school productions are always the highlights of 
many students’ years and, as always, Oliver! will provide 
cherished memories for many years to come.

KATIE MILMORE 11 Griffiths 
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STEM CHALLENGE
This year’s STEM Challenge took place on Friday 11 December, during the Christmas 
Cracker festivities.  After a thoroughly enjoyable Christmas Lunch, Year 8 readied 
themselves for the challenges ahead, preparing themselves for the Maths, Science 
and Technology tasks which lay ahead of them. 

Amongst all of the teachers, Mr Osman was particularly enthusiastic about the 
event.  From contributing to the activities himself, to singing along with everyone’s 
favourite Christmas hits, it was clear that he was enjoying himself!  He commented: 
“Year 8 quickly got stuck in to building pyramids out of cubes.  It was great to see such 
a competitive spirit among the students!”  Year 8 had been tasked with creating little 
boxes made from card, then decorating them.  These boxes were to go towards 
building huge pyramids.  Mr Cumming, 
however, was not entirely convinced by 
our pyramid-making prowess, laughingly 
suggesting: “It was a good job we weren’t 
responsible for building the pyramids!”

As always, the STEM Challenge was a huge 
success, and students thoroughly enjoyed 
competing. It is definitely something for 
Year 7 to look forward to!

MAX ABDULGANI 8 Cox

GENEVA
In June, a group of 18 Year 12 students went on a Physics trip to Geneva, 
Switzerland.  On this fascinating journey they visited the home of the Large Hadron 
Collider, CERN, which Tilly Softly (12 Roberts) said she “found incredibly inspiring, 
seeing the progress that’s been made in Physics in the last 70 years in particle physics”.

This was also a chance to experience an interesting 
culture.  In Switzerland, there are three main 
spoken languages: French, German, and Italian.  
We took a cable car up Mont-Salève which is 
between France and Switzerland.  From above we 
could imagine the large area of the LHC.

We also got the opportunity to visit the United 
Nations building.  A tour of this place, where 
many of the world’s most important political 
conferences have taken place, was “truly an 
overwhelming experience”, according to Alex 
Ulianov (12 Stewart).

Genève-Plage is a waterpark on Lake Geneva.  
We took over a pontoon where we all enjoyed 

challenging each other to try leaps, flips and dives into the lake.  My 
personal highlight was running as a team from side to side to try and flip 
the pontoon.

This wasn’t just a physics trip; it was a great experience for everyone.  
We got to see practical applications of what we’ve studied in A-level 
Physics.

KATIE ROSS 12 Oughton
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THE FESTIVAL OF MATHS
Thirty mathematically gifted Year 9 students were invited to visit the Centre for 
Life for a day of mathematical, yet surprisingly fun, challenges and activities that 
helped open our minds to a different perspective on the subject.  The first activity 
was mysteriously entitled ‘Jugs’. Whilst accurately measuring four litres of water 
using only five and three litre bottles sounded easy to begin with, we soon realised 
it would take extreme mental capacity to stop the (hopefully fake) bomb from 
exploding! 

The arrow mazes were a fun yet difficult task where teams of three or four had to 
solve or create their own arrow maze and try to escape the maze using their own 
logical skills.  We then went around the room, trying to solve fellow students’ mazes.  

Following this, we were taken to the planetarium, where we learned how to 
calculate longitude and latitude while looking up at the night’s sky.  We were treated 
to a cinematic experience, which many of the group found extremely enjoyable.  
This was possibly our favourite activity. 

We then had to use our algebra skills and teamwork to solve the dreaded leap-frog 
problem.  The students had logically to deduce the task through getting the red 
coloured frogs on to the green side and vice-versa. 

Later, we were thrown into a murder mystery we could only solve through our 
mathematical prowess and teamwork.  This consisted of a variety of mathematical 
puzzles, which led to one of the celebrities being incriminated.  After the thrilling 
detective work, the Year 9 students moved on to researching aircraft damage 
through the use of polystyrene airplanes to understand the likelihood of any part of 
it suffering fire. 

Finally, we took part in studying volume, and learning about the different methods 
that have been used to understand how to calculate volume for different objects.  
Overall, this was a fantastic experience for us as we learned new mathematical skills 
in a practical way beyond the confines of the classroom or a textbook.
 

It was incredibly enjoyable to participate! On behalf of the 
group of students, thank you to everyone involved, and we 
hope that Year 8 are looking forward to taking part in this 
event! 

KEZIA BELL and LUCY KAY 9 Routledge 
ABID CHOUDHURY 9 Parkinson
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START SPREADING THE NEWS …
Friday 12 February.  The exciting morning on which 40 students 
from Emmanuel College turned up at the airport with two hats, 
three scarves and several pairs of gloves each in preparation for the 
cold that we would encounter in New York City.  We gathered in the 
airport at 6.00am and, after having said our final farewells, headed for 
the departure lounge.  We were on the plane for what seemed like 
an eternity, anticipating the Captain’s announcement of our arrival 
in New York.  We cleared immigration, left the terminal and were 
immediately exposed to the snow, wind and -30⁰ temperature!  We 
rushed on to the bus for our transfer to the hotel.  As we approached 
Manhattan, we were greeted by an amazing view of all of the famous 
landmarks and bright lights which awaited us.  After checking into our 
fabulous hotel, which was conveniently located near Times Square, we 
readied ourselves for a tasty meal at Planet Hollywood.  Once finished, 
we headed back to the hotel to get some sleep and re-charge our 

batteries for the next day.

On Saturday we woke early, excitedly donned several layers of clothes and prepared 
to take New York by storm.  Little did we know what we were to encounter as we 
arrived at the Statue of Liberty in a 50 mph snow storm.  The ferry ride to the island 
was incredibly cold and after seeing this amazing statue, it was essential that we 
warmed up with some American hot chocolate.  During the afternoon, we visited 
Ground Zero which was a very emotional and thought-provoking experience for 
everyone.  As we tried to absorb the magnitude of the events and its effect on the 
world thereafter, we paid our respects to the people whose lives were taken.  The 
scale of this tragedy brought home to us just how important life is. Miss Thompson 
later reminded us that we should never take our loved ones for granted, when she 
gave us our thought for the day.  As the evening set in, we headed out for a lovely 
dinner to Bubba Gump’s restaurant in Times Square.  Once finished, we again 
embraced the cold and headed to the Empire State Building.  On the Observation 
Deck, we saw New York in all of its glory. We fully appreciated the city, and viewing 
the Big Apple from the legendary Empire State Building was a perfect ending to the 
perfect day.

We headed to Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church on Sunday morning in the freezing 
temperatures, where we were made most welcome.  Following the service, we 
began our walking tour of New York with our tour guide Ched.  It was amazing 
to see so many famous sites including St Patrick’s Cathedral, the Plaza Hotel, the 
Rockefeller Center, the Chrysler Building, Grand Central Station and Central Park.  
The tour was truly wonderful but we started to feel the effects of the freezing-cold 
temperature and headed inside the Rockefeller Center to warm up!  Later that 
day, we made our way to Ellen’s Stardust Diner on Broadway where we dined and 
enjoyed live performances from the staff, singing many popular songs from the 
musicals.  Jon Brent and Charlotte Pharoah were treated to a special Valentine’s Day 
serenade by the staff.  When we finished, we were off to see the new Andrew Lloyd 
Webber production, ‘The School of Rock’.  We loved it!  Later, we posed for pictures 
in Times Square, embracing the atmosphere, and went back to the hotel to have 
some well-earned rest.

On our final day, we were excited and resigned to the fact that this day was to be the 
last of our fantastic experience in New York.  We visited the Top of the Rock at the 
Rockefeller Center which was the perfect way to round off our visit to take some final 
photos together, with Manhattan as our backdrop.  We shopped on Fifth Avenue for 
souvenirs before heading back to the hotel where we were picked up for our flight 
back to Newcastle.  After sharing this unforgettable time together as a group, we 
are confident that it will remain with us forever. We are enormously thankful for this 
opportunity. 

PENNY ROSE SCOTT 12 Simblet
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BIG BANG AWARDS
Every year in March, students from Emmanuel College 
go to the Big Bang Competition to compete against their 
peers to win prizes and represent their school  in a series of 
STEM challenge.  Emmanuel College’s Mrs Glover won the 
distinguished ‘Young Engineers Leader of the Year’ Award.  
Mrs Glover has now been in attendance of the competition 
for eight years and was very proud to receive this renowned award.  As well as this, 
the students won the highly commended ‘Young Engineers for Craftsmanship’ 
award.  The Big Bang Competition is open to students in Years 7-13 and students 
can enter in two ways: firstly, by showcasing a subject at a selected Big Bang Fair, 
and secondly, by entering an online heat which is open from July until November.  
The Big Bang Competition is an excellent opportunity for young students with 
an interest in STEM subjects. We would highly recommend getting involved and 
representing our College. 

JAMES FERRY and DYLAN STODDART 11 Wood

LEGO MINDSTORMS SPACE CHALLENGE
On Thursday 16 June, a team of 11 students from Year 7 and 8, consisting of Kane 
Anderson, Reece Jones, Bill Allan, Marcus Cheng, Raeanna Hill, Isaac Webster, 
Natalia Lisle, Bryn Pickard, Daniel Rezaie, Abby Day and me, took part in the LEGO 
Mindstorms Space Challenge, hosted by Tomorrow’s Engineers, at the Yorkshire Air 
Museum.  The competition consisted of four parts: the main space challenge, the 
presentation, the interview and the surprise challenge.

The main challenge involved a series of tasks undertaken by a robot that was 
programmed and built by our team: “The tasks were complicated and the coding for 
the robot was complex, but we managed to get it done in time,” said Bryn Pickard.

The presentation was designed by four members of the team and was shown to a 
panel of judges.  The presentation was our innovative space-suit design and was 
read out by Bryn Pickard, Kane Anderson, Raeanna Hill, and Abby Day.  “We felt 
nervous at first, but the judges were really nice,” reported Kane Anderson.

For the interview, the team effectively designed a portfolio to show the judges how 
we programmed and built our final robot.  The portfolio also included evidence 
of our other prototype robots that we used to arrive at the best design, and the 
different hurdles we had to overcome.  

The surprise challenge was to come up with the best ideas or designs for the use 
of robots in air-traffic control.  Our team came up with the idea 

of drones to monitor and direct air-traffic operations in busy 
airports.

At the end of the day, all the teams gathered in the hangar, 
under the shadow of a WW2 bomber, waiting to find which 

two teams had qualified for the National final.  We were 
delighted to finish first and qualify for the National!

ISAAC TISSINGTON 7 Scott
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ARE YOU READY FOR THIS?
Whithaugh Park is an outward-bound centre which is nestled away in the beautiful 
rural village of Newcastleton, near the Scottish borders.  It offers an array of activities 
for students to challenge themselves with.  Recently, a group of Year 9 students, 
accompanied by staff and Sixth Formers, visited Whithaugh for Activities Week.

After a relatively fast journey to the park, we settled into our lodges, and began 
to explore the huge area we were going to stay in.  After a while, Mr Ridley had 
arranged for us to walk into town and watch the England vs Slovakia match.  Despite 
the fact England lost, we all really enjoyed the spectacle of the game. 

After breakfast the following day, we readied ourselves to take part in ‘Eggbert’.  This 
was a team-building exercise which involved manoeuvring through an obstacle 
course as a team, while simultaneously being graded by our instructor who 
rewarded us with points.  We needed to spend these coveted points on materials 
to ‘protect’ our egg from cracking after a drop from the top of the abseiling tower.  
Surprisingly, almost all of the groups’ eggs survived, but that could only have been 
due to the help of the Sixth Formers!  

After this activity, different groups enjoyed a range of activities.  One of the most 
noteworthy activities was being able to ride specialist mountain bikes on the trails.  
Initially, I struggled with this since I couldn’t ride the bike; however, one of the 
instructors worked with me and really motivated me until I could.  This illustrates 
exactly what the Whithaugh residential (and Activities Week generally) is all about: 
trying new things and facing challenges which we wouldn’t encounter in a 
classroom. 

The range of water activities was another particular highlight.  I had never done any 
raft-building or kayaking, so I found it initially quite difficult; however, the teamwork 
made the whole exercise competitive and fun.  There were also further activities 
that pushed people out of their comfort zones, such as going down the zip wire!  It 
was an exhilarating experience and almost everyone’s highlight of the week.  The 
abseiling, high ropes, low ropes, and archery all contributed to what was an action-
packed week. In Bush Craft, we were taught how to light fires and indulged in 
roasted marshmallows and night walks, where we travelled further into the forest. 

Overall, I would really recommend a visit to Whithaugh; I’m already looking forward 
to visiting again in Year 12!

ABID CHOUDHURY 9 Parkinson
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ST MARY’S ISLAND
Demand for gun control vote in the US, the UK’s vote for ‘Remain’ or 
‘Brexit’, hundreds of protesters gathering in New York City after the 
killing of nine people and 100 wounded.  Activities Week was certainly 
the time for a number of dramatic events.

Closer to home, Dr Howe was leading the brand-new and exciting 
school trip to St Mary’s Island in Whitley Bay.  Entertainment during the 
40-minute journey was a repertoire of favourite songs (too many by 
Justin Bieber!) and discussion of the EU referendum.

Arriving at St Mary’s Island, we were immediately struck by the salty 
seaside air and warm breeze.  Our time started at the rock-pool area, 
strolling around the pools and picking up interesting sea creatures with 
our nets and putting them into buckets.  We had to investigate them to identify any 
unusual features, like the number of tentacles or where it liked to swim about.  We 
then set off towards the lighthouse and sat down to have a quick lunch on the grass.  
Students got the chance to climb the 137 steps right to the top of the lighthouse 
where the main bulb was located.  We learned some surprising facts: did you know 
that in 1977 St Mary’s was one of the last lighthouses in the UK to stop using paraffin 
to power the lamp?  In 1984 the new electric lamp was illuminated for the last time 
– the lighthouse was no longer needed and so became a visitor centre.

Then we made our way towards the pier. Everyone was tasked with sketching a 
scene of St Mary’s Lighthouse on paper.  We were then led to the rocks down by the 
beach.  A quick lesson on metamorphic, sedimentary and igneous rocks taught us 
the age of these rocks.  Our final mission of the day was a fossil-finding frenzy, which 
wore everyone out ready for the return journey.  Thank you, Dr Howe, for organising 
such an interesting trip!

MAX ABDULGANI 8 Cox
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LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION!
As anyone who has seen his photographs will know, Jon Brent is no stranger to 
cameras.  However, working on a film set with cameras costing over £70,000 was an 
entirely new experience.

Having worked on the social-media promotion for Salon Pictures’ upcoming film 
‘Churchill’, Jon was lucky enough to be given the opportunity to actually visit the 
set, working as a runner!  The film was shooting in Glasgow, so he put his relatively 
new driving license to good use and made the drive solo.  This resulted in him 
having completed 1,300 miles’ worth of solo driving in a week, since he’d visited 
Bristol for a university open day a few days before! 

He was in for an action-packed three days on a film set that could have been in 
Hollywood; it had all the essentials, including trailers for dining, costumes and, 
of course, an amazing art department.  Jon especially loved the 1940s period 
costumes and sets, most notably “an entire room full of actual cigar smoke!”  RSC 
actor Brian Cox played the starring role, in full make-up and prosthetics to achieve 
that authentic war-time leader persona, and Jon commented that when he briefly 
saw the actor he appeared to be “completely in the zone”.  Cox’s co-star, with whom 
Jon spoke briefly, was Miranda Richardson, more commonly known as ‘Rita Skeeter’ 
from the Harry Potter films. 

Jon’s love of cameras and cinematography is a hobby, but the three days he spent 
in Glasgow gave him a new perspective on what we might take for granted.  “Now, 
every time I watch a film I can really appreciate it and analyse how the film was shot,” 
commented Jon, “like being able to say, ‘I know which lens they used to film that!’”  
He was witness to some of the technological essentials of shooting a high-budget 
film, including two terabytes of footage being shot per day and the use of memory 
cards that cost £1,000 each! 

It wasn’t all glitz and glamour, however, as Jon got his first small taste of student 
living.  He explained: “It was a bit scary to be on my own in Glasgow on a student’s 
budget; I had a £1 bag of Doritos to last me for three days!”  His work as a runner 
mainly consisted of basic jobs such as fetching tea and coffee, ensuring the set was 
quiet while shooting took place and setting up working areas.  Of course, these jobs 
are all essential to the day-to-day running of the place.  Jon expressed that he was 
“amazed by how hard everyone on set works.  The assistant directors work 14-hour days 
for four weeks solid!” 

Jon is extremely grateful to have been given this opportunity and insight, 
and has even been asked if he wants to visit another film set in the future!  
‘Churchill’ hits cinemas in the coming months – a fascinating portrait of 
Churchill’s personal experiences in the final few days preceding D-Day. 

CHARLOTTE SEFTON 12 Simblet 
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YEAR 8 SKI TRIP 2016
During the Easter holidays, 58 Year 8 students embarked on a 24-hour journey to 
La Plagne, France.  Once the tiresome journey was over, we arrived at our home for 
the next few evenings and spent some time settling in.  Despite being completely 
exhausted, later that afternoon we called upon an inner reserve of energy to 
participate in our first ski lesson. 

We began by learning the basics of skiing, such as the ‘snow plough’ and the 
‘duck attitude’.  Admittedly, it started off fairly tediously but we appreciated it was 
necessary if we were going to make our way on to the slopes.  When it was over, 
we were thankful to be back in the warmth of the indoors.  Fortunately, after every 
lesson we were greeted with a mellow mug of hot chocolate and a delicious sliver 
of cake to help us readjust after experiencing the bitter 
temperatures. 

As the lessons progressed and our skills improved, each 
day became far more enjoyable, and we couldn’t wait to 
get on the slopes!  Although many of us were beginners, 
we ventured out on to the blue slopes and even fearlessly 
touched on a few red slopes!  We had developed quickly 
within only a matter of days.  In between lessons, we 
were given the opportunity to engage in different 
activities including ‘Just Dance’, tightrope walking and 
bum-boarding. Our favourite activity was bum-boarding, 
although it quickly developed into a large snowball fight!  The meals at the 
hotel were debatable in quality but, as a treat, we were taken to a pizzeria near 
our accommodation - it was delicious!  In the evenings, there was a wide range 
of entertainment which included a fancy-dress party which was attended by 
a banana, Dipsy the Teletubby, the Pink Ladies and a cow.  We also enjoyed a 
dance-off, a quiz and prizes for the best costumes.  It was great fun!  On another 
evening, there was a multi-school disco which was also very entertaining.  We 
also enjoyed a ride on a télécabine to the summit of a mountain and admiring 
the sublime landscapes of La Plagne.  It was a chance to photograph the breath-
taking views.

The ski trip was a great opportunity to make new friends and develop a sense of 
independence. It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience!

MALIKA RIFFERT 8 Aspinwall and ANNIKA GRAHAM 8 Hennessey
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HAMILTON ON THE THRONE AT 
SILVERSTONE!

It was 6.00am on a memorable July morning. We were racing to go! Pun 
(unashamedly) intended!

Year 7 waved goodbye to their emotional parents to begin an exciting weekend of 
engineering and racing.  After what seemed like a lifetime, we reached Alton Towers 
and you could hear the squeals of excited Year 7s who couldn’t wait to face their first 
roller-coaster.  The day flew by, with many students challenging themselves to try 
new attractions.  As we left, we felt thoroughly exhausted, and headed for the hotel 
where we recovered from the adrenaline rush, in preparation for the day ahead. 

On Sunday 10 July, the long-awaited day had arrived.  Following our breakfast 
and thought for the day, we headed for Silverstone for the British Grand Prix.  As 
we approached, we passed a lot of helicopters entering the track airport as well 
as some really expensive cars.  We gathered in the Education Centre, which was 
great fun and also gave us a great view of the Red Arrows!  After lunch, we took our 
amazing seats in the International Pit Straight.  The excitement grew as it began 
to rain and we knew that this would mean more skids and better overtaking.  The 
lights went GO! and the race began, as Lewis Hamilton passed by to huge cheers 
and the rest of the field chased him around Copse Corner.  It was a very successful 
race for Lewis Hamilton, as he went on to get the checkered flag, beating his nearest 
rivals.  After the National Anthems, we were privileged to venture out on to the track 
and experience the surroundings, like a Formula 1 driver in front of large crowds 
of people. We took photos and reflected on the race and then sadly, it was time to 
return home.  

Later on the Sunday evening, anxious parents waited at College for the return of 
their children.  As soon as the students met their families, they were eager to tell of 
the amazing experiences they had enjoyed during their special weekend.

KYLE RUDDY 8 McAloon, MATTHEW SPOORS 8 Honey, 
JORDAN ALIX SMITH 7 Hartley and MR HONEY
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ZIGI’S STORY
After learning about the Second World War in History lessons, 
Year 8 was honoured to receive Zigi Shipper, a Polish Holocaust 
survivor, who talked them about life as a Jew living through the 
Holocaust. This is his story.

Zigi was born in Lodz, Poland, on 18 January 1930.  He lived with 
his father and grandparents, very orthodox Jews, as his parents 
were divorced.  He studied in a Jewish school, and led a very happy 

childhood until 1939 when war broke out.  Zigi’s father left to go to Russia, along with many 
other Jewish young men, to escape from the Germans, naïvely thinking that they would not 
harm all of the women and children. 

School had closed for the summer and never re-started.  Within a short time, the Germans 
came into the town, and life as Zigi knew it changed completely.  Jews were afraid to leave 
their homes and food was becoming scarce.  Within a very short time, a decree came out 
stating that all the Jews had to leave their homes and go and live in a designated area, which 
was part of Lodz (Baluty).  Ten-year-old Zigi and his family soon found themselves in a small, 
dirty room with no toilet and no running water.  Between November 1939 and April 1940, 
every Jew in Lodz (approximately 150,000 people) had to be in the Ghetto.  

Over time, more and more orders were given to the Jews, such as: every Jew had to 
wear a yellow star, and every Jew in the Ghetto had to find work, or else they would not 
receive a ration box, containing essentials such as bread, rice and sugar.  Zigi got a job 
in a metal factory and started helping to make things for the German war effort.  As time 
went on, rations grew smaller and smaller, and people were dying due to lack of food and 
overcrowded conditions.  In 1941, the Germans asked the Jewish Committee to supply 
thousands of Jews per day, for so called ‘re-settlement’.  There was one time when Zigi 
himself was slung on to a lorry along with many other men, women and children.  Luckily, 
when the Germans were not looking, Zigi jumped off and managed to escape.  Eventually, he 
found his way back home and started work again.  Everybody left on the lorry was killed.

All over the ghetto, people were dying.  Whether this was suicide, malnutrition, or murder, 
by November 1944, over one million Jews had died.  As well as this, in 1944, all of the ghettos 
started being liquidated, including the Lodz Ghetto, Zigi’s home.  Zigi and his grandmother 
were moved by coal truck to Auschwitz-Birkenau.  After lining up for selection, Zigi and his 
grandmother were disinfected, shaved, and, after being relieved of all of their possessions 
(jewellery, watches, glasses), they took a shower and were given a striped suit with numbers 
on them.   Zigi’s number was 84303.  They did no work there, but were only given a piece 
of bread and a cup of black coffee twice a day.  After staying there for a couple of weeks, 
an order came that all of the people working in the metal factory were going to another 
camp, Stutthoff.  The conditions there were just as bad as those of Auschwitz, if not worse, 
and it was only a few weeks before the Germans came and said that they needed 20 boys 
to work on the railway track.  Zigi, thinking that he was going to die anyway, volunteered.  
Fortunately, there was warmer clothing and more food given to the workers on the railway 
yard and there was always a chance to steal some food.  

Zigi worked there until April 1945, when he was moved to another camp, called 
Bulschgrabben, this time in a lorry.  One day, after waking up, Zigi found German troops 
at the camp waiting to take them on a forced march.  By this time, Zigi had typhus and was 
extremely weak.  If it were not for Zigi’s friends, he would have been shot and killed for not 
walking quickly enough, if at all.  When Zigi and his friends reached the open sea, they found 
that the barges around them had been bombed, some of which already had Jews and Nazis 
from other camps on them, and there were Nazis jumping off the boats and into the sea.  
British tanks surrounded them and the soldiers started giving Zigi and the other Jews food 
and water.  Unfortunately, the Jews had been eating so little when at the camps, that the 
British giving them so much food was the worst thing that they could have done.  People 
everywhere were dying from over-eating and the dead littered the streets. 

Once again, Zigi survived, waking up later in a hospital. This was a truly breathtaking story 
and immensely valuable experience - one that I’ll never forget.

STELLA BLACKMAN 8 Aspinwall 
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BERLIN
At the very end of last term, Year 10 GCSE History students made the 
long journey from Gateshead to Germany.  On the first day in Berlin, 
students travelled up the second tallest building in the European Union, 
the Fernsehturm which translates into Berlin’s famous Television Tower.  
The tower is 368 metres tall, only half a metre shorter than the tallest in the EU.  
This view point showed everyone the divide between the east and west of Berlin.  
As well as this, the students visited Berlin Zoo, the Reichstag, the Jewish Museum 
and the Holocaust memorial.  Towards the end of the trip, they took a train to 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp, which was a saddening experience for all and a 
reminder to every one of the dark history of Nazi cruelty.

Overall, it was fascinating to see the contrast of a previously divided city, and to 
experience the culture of another country whose past is vastly different from our 
own.

JAMES FERRY and DYLAN STODDART 10 Wood

BACK IN TIME AT BEAMISH!
                                    
In late June, Year 7 students were given a blast from the past 
on their educational visit to Beamish. The visit was aimed at 
introducing students to how the Industrial Revolution affected 
life in Great Britain. 

Beamish is a world-famous open-air museum which chronicles 
life for the people of the North-East in the 1820s, 1900s and 
1940s.  Around the museum, miniature ‘towns’, which have 
been assembled in keeping with each era, teach young and 
old alike about the conditions that our ancestors endured and 
enjoyed.  These towns come complete with houses, shops, trams and farms, along 
with actors to teach and provide interesting information.  This was very useful when 
it came to filling in our booklets!

We were divided into smaller groups, enabling us to make the most of visiting the 
different areas that Beamish had to offer.  Everyone was extremely excited to visit 
all of the different areas.  Nicole Jewitt (7 Allen) commented on the sweet shop – a 
highlight for any trip to the museum! “My favourite part was the sweet shop! There 
was lots to choose from.”

Both students and staff found the trip very interesting and were eager to ask lots 
of questions to help them enhance their knowledge of life in early 1914 – the time 
period which we were focusing on.  

SOPHY KAY 7 Stewart and HANNAH BEESTON 7 Scott
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REMEMBERING THE BATTLEFIELDS
On Friday 26 September, we awoke early in the morning, in preparation for the 
long coach journey to Kent, along with other pairs of students from various 
schools from across the North-East.  Olivia Cossey (13 Clarke) and I were lucky 
enough to be a couple queuing  at 7am on a cold September morning to visit the 
First World War battlefields of France and Belgium. 

En route there was much sleeping and chatting – in anticipation of the activities 
of the evening. Arriving at Grosvenor Hall (an outdoor activities centre on the 
South Coast) we settled into our rooms and prepared for our dinner.  We were 
introduced to our guides, two professors from University College London and four 
serving soldiers.  The evening activities helped us all to bond; various outdoor 
activities such as high ropes created a great affinity amongst students who would 

perhaps never have got to know each other.  The first night involved holding and 
discovering relics and antiques like helmets, bayonets and shells; this really set the scene 
for the rest of the visit, as we learned the basics of the combat style of the war which cost 
the lives of at least four million people, on both sides of the conflict.  We learned also 
that the exact number of dead can never be accurately known, due to the sheer number 
of unidentified and unburied soldiers still in the fields of France and Belgium.  

After a well needed sleep, we set off for France, eager to learn, but with a sense of 
sobriety as the visit was tinged with sadness in remembrance.  The In Flanders Field 
Museum was our first stop, giving us a brief overview of the war, and the effect it had 
on the town of Flanders, which was flattened during the various battles of Ypres, when 
the Allies recaptured the strategic town after the success of the Schlieffen Plan. For 
me, perhaps the most sobering experience was the death cells in the small town of 
Poperinge. In these cells, the British Army and its colonial soldiers suspected of ‘treason’ 
were held before they were executed.  The ‘crime’ many soldiers committed was not 
going ‘over the top’ during a frontal attack – mostly due to the shell shock many 
suffered, which mentally prevented them from finding the courage they needed to risk 
their lives.  Many of the soldiers executed there had, in retrospect, showed symptoms 
of the condition which is today known as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), which 
makes their execution all the more sombre; they were given no chance to explain their 
condition, and their disorder often went undiagnosed, as they were convicted in, almost, 
kangaroo Court Martials which attempted to set an example to any other soldiers 
contemplating desertion.  

All of our group felt that the cemeteries were the most potent symbol of the great 
sacrifice of those who died in the Great War.  Rows upon rows of white in the Allied 
cemeteries poignantly showed the true gravity of the cost of the war.  At the Tyne Cot 
cemetery, the biggest Allied cemetery commemorating the First World War, one of the 
soldiers, Private Andy, gave a very emotional and thought-provoking speech on the 
true importance of remembrance – there was not a dry eye in the audience, and many 
who were not on the tour stopped to listen to his address.  At the German cemeteries 

also there was a feeling of great sorrow for the ultimate price many of those buried 
there paid for their country.  The group was shocked when we discovered that 
six times the number of soldiers were buried in the Langemark Cemetery than in 

Tyne Cot, but Langemark was a fraction of the size of the Allied grave, with almost 
no decorative ceremonial sculptures or memorials – just a solitary statue of four 
men paying their respects.  One cannot appreciate the stillness and sobriety of a 
war cemetery until you can look at the rows of commemorative headstones and 
attempt to take in the sheer scale of the sacrifice of the men and women buried 
there. 

The pinnacle of the experience for both Olivia and me was the visit to the Somme 
Battlefield, just outside of the Tyne Cot Cemetery.  Here we got the opportunity 

to research our ancestors involved in one of the bloodiest offensives of the 
war.  We had earlier researched the positions of various ancestors in graves 
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“OXFORD IS OXFORD” – E M Forster
Many of us were looking forward to almost 12 weeks away from 
school, but only two weeks after finishing our GCSEs, the Year 11 
LaM group assembled at school, awaiting a five-hour coach trip to 
Oxford University.

We arrived at Mansfield College and learned we’d be staying in the 
dorms there, which meant that we would all have our own room 
and be living in the same accommodation as first-year university 
students.  Not long after we were shown our rooms, we were told 
to meet at the front gates to receive a lecture from Helen Brooks regarding life at 
Oxford University.  That night we ate dinner in a hall reminiscent of J K Rowling’s 
creation, The Great Hall, in the Harry Potter series.  Mr Ferstenberg briefed us on the 
challenges we’d have to complete during our three days in Oxford.

The next day began with a tour of College and a few more lectures on a range of 
subjects, including one on Critical Thinking.  Mr Ferstenberg then allowed us time to 
explore the city of Oxford in groups and to buy resources for our first challenge.  For 
this challenge, we had to make an egg travel five metres without breaking, and we 
were only given £5 with which to buy resources.  Unfortunately, my group’s idea to 
place the egg in a box of cornflakes and throw it five metres didn’t win, but we took 
pride in the fact that our egg didn’t break.

On the Wednesday, we had our ‘moot’ – which is a mock court case – where we had 
groups debating a set piece of law.  We were lucky to have Seth Kitson, an Oxford 
Law student and Emmanuel College alumnus, to act as our judge for the day, and he 
even brought along fellow Law student Lanto Sheridan, who plays for Prince Harry’s 
polo team. 

On our final night in Mansfield College, we had our last challenge, which was a 
Dragon’s Den style challenge judged by Freddy Potts, a former Emmanuel College 
student, along with other Oxford University students.  Despite only having two days 
to prepare, our presentations seemed to impress our Dragons, and the humour of 
the final challenge made for a memorable end to our trip.

We all learned a great deal from our trip to Oxford, especially in terms of applying 
to university, and in particular Oxford.  It was also an amazing opportunity to make 
new friends and bond with people from the other ESF schools. 

JORDAN GUTHRIE 11 A Scott

all over the area, and, by chance, we both had relatives 
commemorated there.  After a moving talk from one of the 
university professors about the costly tactics of the battle, 
which lasted from the 1 July–18 November 1916, we were 
able to explore the cemetery and have an individual moment 
of remembrance for our fallen ancestors. 

The act of remembrance is key to understanding the sacrifice 
that brave men and women who have given their lives in 
various conflicts make for our national security and freedom.  
This visit helped us both grow as individuals, and gave 
us a connection to that part of the world which can never be broken, as we both have 
ancestors buried in Flanders Fields who are commemorated without a grave.  We were both 
honoured to have had the opportunity to connect to the past in the way we did on our 
visit, and to do the tour of the battlefields is something we will recommend to anyone we 
can in the future, due to the moral effects it has had on us both.

JACK FOLEY 13 Oughton and OLIVIA COSSEY 13 Clarke
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LA DOLCE VITA
The heat of Rome is indescribable.  As is the beauty and atmosphere.  A week away 
with some of your best friends in a foreign city sounds incredible and I for one can 
guarantee the memories everyone made there will remain with me forever.  The 
general spirit of students and staff was infectiously happy, despite the tiredness of 
everyone.  Overall, the Rome trip was a major success; I would recommend that if 
anyone is given the opportunity to go, they should take it.

After being informed of the daunting prospect of walking all day around Rome, 
many members of the group shuddered.  Upon arriving in Rome, we quickly learned 
that Mr McKenzie wasn’t joking.  Jack Walmsley (9 Glover) exclaimed: “When they say 
it’s a lot of walking they are NOT joking.  It might as well be called boot camp; it’s a fun 
boot camp, but still boot camp. I lost four pounds and still ate tons of food!”

With so much to do in so little time, it was a wonder we managed to fit everything 
in.  Each day seemed to be a different adventure.  We visited many tourist attractions, 
such as the Colosseum.  Some students loved the historical aspect of the visit; Sam 
Gorman (9 Milburn) described it as “difficult to take it all in”.  However, Taylor Leck 
(9 Routledge) preferred the offerings of gelato and pizza.  The Vatican was also a 
favourite of many students who not only found it pretty and photogenic, but a place 
which held great significance.  My personal favourite of the tourist attractions we 
visited was St. Peter’s Basilica.  The giant church seemed overpowering at first, but 
after a while, many students commented on how calm and spiritual it felt in there.  

We visited many churches in Rome; all were somehow different, yet somehow 
managed to keep the same trait: they were all beautiful.  Most of them had beautiful 
ceilings which had been painstakingly painted hundreds of years before.  It seemed 
befitting, therefore, that we took as many photos of the artwork as possible.  

Mr Waterfield and Mr McKenzie gave many of the places we visited further context 
through interesting mini lectures.  Very often, however, these lectures would be in 
the midday sun, much to the despair of some students who were easily burned.  
Fortunately, the nearly constant supply of ice cream seemed to make up for burnt 
skin. 

The Rome trip was truly an unforgettable experience; it remains a favourite trip of 
many Sixth Formers and, indeed, of Year 9 too. It is such a beautiful city with so 
much to offer.      

LAURA MCCLELLAND 9 Milburn



43

NETHERLANDS STUDY VISIT
On 20 June 2016, 43 Emmanuel College students, accompanied by five teachers, 
embarked on their journey to the Netherlands.  The trip started with an overnight 
ferry ride: pleasant for some, yet horrifying for others.  On our arrival in Ijmuiden, we 
headed for the capital: Amsterdam.

We took a canal cruise through the many canals of this incredible city.  After a 
pleasant stay at Hotel de Ossewa, we arrived at Kinderdijk, a stunning, traditional 
windmill museum.  Here we learned a lot about Dutch history and this was certainly 
one of our favourite activities, particularly in light of the beautiful weather.  As we 
continued our adventure in the Netherlands, we visited Rotterdam Zoo.  For many 
this was a new experience, as they had never been able to witness zoo life.  We got 
to see many of our favourite animals such as giraffes, rhino, elephants and lions.  It 
was amazing. 

Thursday had to be one of the best days of the visit: the theme park.  I had never 
been on a proper roller-coaster before, so this was an exhilarating new experience.  
I thought that I was going to be quite frankly petrified!  However, the day was 
incredible: I gained independence and faced my fears and, for those who weren’t 
so keen, there we plenty of rides for them too!  Friday (leaving day) was certainly 
a sad experience.  After saying our final farewells in the Zaanse Schans Open-Air 
Museum, we rushed to the ferry and departed from the port.  We had had the best 
time exploring the Netherlands, making new friends, and having new experiences.  
We would recommend this trip for anyone interested in going to Holland.  I think I 
can speak for everyone on the trip by saying it was one of the best adventures of our 
lives. 

LUCY KAY 9 Routledge
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INTO THE WOODS: 
The CU Weekend
As the last buzzer sounded for the end of the school day on 
Friday 2 October, more than 30 students and staff journeyed 
to Blaithwaite House, Cumbria.  It was finally time for the 

Christian Union weekend away, and we were going to have the 
chance to learn some more about the God who made us. 

Over the weekend, all of the CU members attended three talks, 
which were centred on the book of 1 Peter.  The speaker was Mr 
Robinson, a former teacher at Emmanuel, who had recently 
done a lot of work with groups of young Christians like 
ourselves.  The messages he shared were full of practical and 
helpful advice about Christian living.

Not all of our time was spent listening 
to talks though!  We were surrounded by areas of natural 
beauty: woodlands, rose gardens, lawns and the fresh 
autumn air.  There was even a playpark – and it wasn’t just 
the Year 7 students who enjoyed playing in it!

The biggest and most memorable event was a Scavenger 
Hunt on the Saturday afternoon.  We had to go around 
Keswick taking photographs of things that were beautiful, 
ugly, random, and places like the bowling green and the 
youth hostel.  We also had the somewhat harder task of 
buying a costume which we would show everyone – but 
we only had £3 with which to do so.

We also had a ceilidh on Saturday night – two hours of Scottish dancing.  It was 
great fun, even though my dance partner made me lose my shoe!  We all went to 
bed exhausted, but feeling extremely happy, although some people were still rather 
tired the following day.

Every morning we would enjoy 15 minutes of ‘Quiet Time’ – a chance to read God’s 
Word and to think about it.  We could do this wherever we liked; I enjoyed sitting at 
the edge of the woods.  This was a real blessing and everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
it.  Also, there was the inevitable chore of doing the dishes, but everyone got stuck 
in and the task was finished quickly enough, considering there were about 40 of 

everything to wash!

After a busy weekend, the CU group had thoroughly enjoyed their time away, 
with many students already looking forward to their next visit.  This was a 
great opportunity for new members to get to know one another and, of 

course, make new friends.  Also, it was a great chance for Year 7 students 
who were new to the group to get a chance really to get to grips with the 

club. 

All in all, it was an excellent experience for everyone, and served to 
strengthen our faith.

ANNA CUMMING 7 Hamilton and OLIVIA BREWIS 7 Stewart
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THE BIG FRIENDLY PICNIC
Towards the end of the summer term, Miss Philipson 
organised a BFG picnic to celebrate the new film based 
on Roald Dahl’s novel, The BFG.  The event went down a 
treat.  Quite literally!  There was delicious food, including a 
snozcumber cake, ‘super, easy quizzes’ and lots of fun. 

To enter this event, students from Years 7 and 8 were asked to 
write a 100-word review about why they liked The BFG, and 
the top 30 were chosen to participate in the picnic. 

When the time came, about 30 students, including myself, arrived at the picnic area, 
full of excitement for the deliciousness awaiting, and we were not disappointed: Miss 
Philipson had truly outdone herself.  The whole area was decorated beautifully.  The 
tables were clothed in elegant red tablecloths, bunting streamed from tree to tree, 
and green, spotty balloons were hung on branches.  On the tables were green paper 
plates and cups, tasty snacks and a variety of drinks. 

As quick as you could say “The BFG”, everyone was tucking into sandwiches, crisps 
and lots of sweets!  I think most people were pleased with the big box of Haribo 
marshmallows in the middle of the table.  After a while, all the English teachers came 
to join us, sneaking food into their mouths (and possibly their pockets too!).  Then, 
the snozcumber cake was cut (don’t worry it wasn’t really made from cucumbers 
–  it was a sponge cake dyed green).  The cake went down incredibly well; despite its 
rather suspect colour, everyone loved it! 

Once everyone had had their fill, a ‘super easy quiz’ (as Miss Philipson called it) was 
handed around for people to try.  The coveted prizes included a cuddly BFG toy 
(which talks when you press its belly!), a BFG jigsaw puzzle and the story itself.  

Unfortunately, all good things have to come to an end.  The 30 students who 
attended this event thoroughly enjoyed it and I am sure would love to do something 
like this again.  Everyone helped to clear up the picnic area. The usual black bin bags 
were handed around for rubbish and people scoffed any leftovers so they didn’t 
have to get thrown away! Then the students departed for lessons, but in a good 
mood because of all the fun they had just enjoyed. 

If you are a student reading this, I would encourage you to participate in library 
events as they are always amazing.  Also, I would like to extend a big thank you 
to Miss Philipson for organising this picnic, to all of the students who attended 
the event, and to the staff who took time out of their busy day to come along and 
support us (although I’m sure the lure of the food may have helped?!).

SOPHIE PREST 8 Higgins
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TO READ, OR NOT TO READ? THAT IS 
A SILLY QUESTION …
Magical, gripping, funny …
Miss Routledge recommends JK Rowling’s hugely successful Harry 
Potter series, with its magical excitement and charm.  Why in the 
name of Merlin’s beard have you not read these books yet!? 

Funny, informative, brilliant …  
Mr Cragg thoroughly enjoyed Notes from a Small 
Island by Bill Bryson.  Radio 4 listeners voted this 
book as the book that best represented Britain in 2003. It’s funny, 
easy to dip into for a chapter at a time because each one is about 
a different place in the UK, and there’s even a chapter about 
Newcastle!

Riveting, emotional, well written …
Mr Miah’s favourite book is To Kill a Mockingbird. Everyone has 
heard of this book - don’t you think it’s time to read it? It’s a modern 
classic, no longer on the GCSE syllabus though, so you’ll have to 
read it for yourselves. It’s especially topical because the sequel, 
Go Set a Watchman, was published this year, after a gap of half a 
century!

Magical, fantastical and feline …
Miss Philipson loved this book when she was 
young – Tailchaser’s Song by Tad Williams. It’s 
the story of Fritti Tailchaser, a courageous tom cat in a world of 
whiskery heroes and villains, of feline gods and strange, furless 
creatures called M’an.

Quirky, adventurous, clever …
Mr Johnson recommends Trenton Lee Stuart’s 
The Mysterious Benedict Society, of which 
there are five in the series, about four talented 

youngsters who are recruited for a top-secret mission where the 
only rule is: there are no rules! 

A thrilling, chilling and absorbing love 
story …
Charlotte Bronte’s classic Jane Eyre, has long been Miss 
Gardner’s favourite work of fiction, and she would unequivocally 
recommend it to any young reader looking for a challenging 
text. Jane Eyre tells the story of a young orphaned girl from 
Gateshead Hall, and follows her journey into adulthood. It is a 
gripping tale filled with mystery, suspense and suspicion. A must 
read that you will struggle to put down!

ALIX SLADDIN 9 Glover and AMY RICHARDSON 9 Buckley
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CHAIRMAN’S SHORT STORY
The Chairman’s Short Story Award invites all students from Years 
7 to 9 to write a piece of creative prose.  The winning entry is a 
closely guarded secret until, on Presentation Evening, the winner is 
revealed – even to the surprise of the author!

This year’s Award goes to the talented Sam Gorman (9 Milburn)

An Unideal World
Crash!  The roar of the thunder echoed through the trenches.  Even 
the rats attempted to scurry away from the cacophonous wailing, 
like a baby in the sky.  Darkened clouds marched ominously, 
advancing menacingly across an already mournful sky, mixing 
dangerously with the clouds of noxious gas.  Processions of insects 
seemed to cover every surface like an unstoppably scuttling carpet.  
The only thing able to be heard over the deafening thunder were 
the harrowing cries of the wounded, constantly searching for a 
level of hope in the overwhelming darkness.

But this was nothing.  Soon … the fighting began.  Bullets flew through the air like 
a deadly assassin; silent, lethal … unstoppable.  Rows upon rows of men queued, 
eager for a chance to be the one to deliver this murderous gift.  Their cheers of 
victory were inward sobs of guilt but silenced by the haunting gunfire.  The dread 
–  inspiring noise reverberated throughout the muddy land like a rhythmic siren of 
doom.  The sleet and rain barely contributed to the glacial chill of the discord that 
the artillery produced. 

This sound, however, was a mere precursor to the events to come.  Very soon bullets 
began to find their mark; lone gunmen shot blindly in the vain hope that their 
country would be supreme.  The pain spread like a disease, with bellows of torment 
following soon behind.  Men were losing their lives on both sides, with widows 
being made at every point along the trenches.  But what did it matter … as Stalin 
said, “The death of millions is a statistic.” 

But then silence.  The storm ceased; the gunfire desisted; even the wounded seemed 
to join with the eerie calm.  The clouds, though present, stopped moving and 
simply hung, as if they were incapable of damage.  Wind, rain, sleet and hail were all 
displaced by the calm constant tumbling of snow.  It was as if the world itself knew it 
was Christmas.

Slowly, the white flag rose, visible high above the German trenches like an island in 
a sea of falling snow.  Choruses of German song were just audible across the snow-
covered no-man's-land, greeting the British like an obeisance.  As the allies joined in 
this serenade of peace, the night was far from silent.  Throughout the trenches the 
wails of the wounded transformed the melodic hymns of peace and proclamations 
of Christ’s birth. Reluctantly, each side began climbing over the top, skirting around 
blown-up mud swamps and stepping around the bodies of the dead.  Still chanting 
lyrics, they advanced towards each other until soon they met in an orchestrated 
battle of song. 

The song, however, soon developed into friendly laughter and familiar chatter.  
Buttons, chocolate, badges and all sorts of gifts were brought out and exchanged.  
Every soldier searched through their belongings, in the search for a present for their 
new-found friends.  To commemorate the occasion, hundreds of dead were buried, 
giving the night a sombre yet joyous theme.  This mournful event, however, was 
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quickly concluded with the addition of a football.   Makeshift goals from old boots, 
coats and bullet-ridden hats soon became the home of a goalkeeper, eager to defend 
the honour of their nation. 

Unfortunately, the whole experience had to end.  Goodbyes were said and soldiers 
embraced, assured that in just a few hours they would again be fighting, continuing 
to defend their country's freedom.  Reluctantly, they returned slowly to their 
trenches with the festive spirit of Christmas still in the air, ready to live again in the 
swamp-like environment.  And the conflict started once again.

But now it was different.  They knew what they had to protect.  It was no longer just 
about honour.  Their families and their friends deserved to have that experience: to 
be able to play freely with other nations, without any threat and any prejudice.  They 
fought, so that we don’t have to.

Lessons in Peace
Lessons must be learned;
knowledge we may gather.
Peace is a knowledge,
a not-yet-flourished flower.
Questions are then asked,
and we await an answer.
You may never receive it -
through death and ignorance.
After you stand, know how much pain,
In life or death, keep asking: ‘Who wins?’
So, a result found in peace?
The answer to it all.
The outcome, you wonder?
Never will there be another war.
But millions will die.
Be natural, or not.
Now we know the lesson.
Will we ever learn?
To make peace? No.
To remember? Yes.
Today we learn the secret,
to peace we must confess.

Taken from ‘War Anthology,’ 
JOSEPHINE RIANI 9 Cumming

Sacrifice
A child is born into a world of envy and greed;
through computer error, this child is unknown,
through nuclear error, it blows up his home.
It kills his family and slowly him too,
but this slow torture is sadly not new.
In the First World War, trenches were built;
man killed man, then died with the guilt.
In the Second World War, they turned down their lamps,
and family by family were sent to the camps.
I now sadly fear in this world that I live,
for a final world peace, how many more lives must we give?

JAMES STRICKLAND 9 Routledge

Waiting
As air raid sirens nearby go off,
guns are fired and bombs are 
dropped.
This conflict stuff is nothing new,
soldiers will die and commoners too.
And as I sit in my shelter here
stranded, with nothing left but fear,
I silently wait for the planes to pass,
and pray for the war to be over fast.
My husband’s gone, so too my son;
my lover of ten years and our precious 
one. 
The paper’s running out, and so is my 
ink --
I’ll have to go, ’cause I can’t think
of what to say about this war …
Fighting should be firmly against the 
law!
I’m hungry now, and all alone.
When will my husband and child 
come home?
I rub my eyes and lie here yawning;
I hope that I’ll wake up in the 
morning.

KATELIN DWYER 9 Lloyd
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PASSPORT TO SUCCESS: Creative Pieces
Dark shimmers and formidable beams struck through the cool murky water, creating 
an icy plane on which the pollen danced as it was kicked from the safety of its pod.  
The veering dust tickles the throat and coaxes out a cough.  The sudden inhaling of 
air drives an appalling stench into the nose, water so loathed by its inhabitants that 
they lie dead on the surface.

Swiftly moving off, the larger rocks poke and prod the feet, occasionally 
piercing the skin causing abject discomfort, soon to be overwhelmed by the 
heat and anger of that beating sun - so powerful it has left scorched and 
shrivelled decimation in its wake.

The sound of those forgiving and merciful trees is a relief for a broken 
and worried wanderer.  Salvation is clearly this wooden chapel, so majestic and 
prestigious in its placement. Everything thrives here from the silky bee’s buzz to the 
cool fallen leaves.

AIDAN SZPAK 10 Joshi

As I wandered down the dusty path, the guardians of the forest gave me a slight 
wave.  Their crispy leaves gently fell on the ground.  I continued walking and 
approached the meadows which were filled with a sunburst of buttercups.  In the 
distance, birds chirped happily, communicating to one 
another.  If only I knew what they were saying! Soon 
I found that all of the nature was not as calm as it 
seemed.  It always disguises itself as an innocent 
plant, but stings those who dare to touch it.  The 
sweet smell of fresh grass drifted up my nose as it 
was carried along on the cool breeze.  I continued 
to walk.  I heard a sound: a sound that disrupted 
this stillness of nature.  It whooshed down the 
ragged rocks and crashed into the water below.  
The sound drowned in the pond, and was caught 
up with the suffocating reeds.  Maybe nature isn’t 
so gentle and kind?

KEIR NYAMBEGA 10 Ogborn and ANNA HASTIE 10 Schneider

The distant echo of the pure water crashing against the rocks drowned my ears.  As 
I gazed in mystery deep into the forest, with the guardian tree guiding me, I saw a 
slight shimmer in the corner of my eye.  Turning to see what my eye encountered, 
I was partially blinded by the sparkling rays of water which were crashing against 
the chalky rocks.  Forcing my way through the lush, green grass, I was in my 
element.  The chaotic crown of trees huddled together, obstructing my path, while 
I fought with the weeds and plants. I found myself tangled in a thorn-bush, with 
my leg impaled.  I exited the forest, leaping over the sunny buttercups.  Anxiously 
walking, feeling vulnerable, my shadow following closely behind, I came to the hot, 
clear water.  As the bees were overwhelmed with flowers, the pollen flooded the 
delicate petals, unbalancing the weight of the fragile flower, rocking it from side 
to side.  Embracing nature, I headed home as the clouds rolled in, darkening the 
surroundings, confusing my thoughts momentarily.

AMY FULLARTON-BROWN 10 Schneider and EMILY NEWSTEAD 10 Wood
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BEAT THE RAT RACE 2015
None of us knew what was in store for us on 4 November, as 
we were asked to participate in a languages event at Newcastle 
University.  Days after being asked, we were put on to a mini-bus 
and driven to the University.  After a brief introduction, we were 
required to complete several events throughout the day, the first 
being an ‘icebreaker’ challenge; we had to match up words with 
their languages from around the world.  This greatly helped our 
knowledge of languages.  The next event was a panel of multi-
lingual workers.  We asked them questions and they told us their 
language experiences.  We all found this incredibly interesting, 
and it helped us by giving us inspiration to reach our future goals.  
We realised that languages are more than a lesson taught in school; it is exploring 
traditions and being able to communicate with people from around the world.  We 
then completed a poster containing something to do with languages.  Our idea was 
‘hello’ in lots of languages and teaching the basics of being a linguist.  Then the 
group enjoyed a healthy, delightful lunch which gave us the energy needed for the 
rest of the day.

Following lunch, we were taken to learn a new language.  Our group was taught 
Swedish, which definitely pleased us all.  We learned key phrases, and phrases we 
wanted to know. This was the most engaging part of the day and Phoebe Tomlinson 
(9 Buckley) said “This part of the day was excellent, funny and interesting – definitely 
the highlight for me!”

Then we were escorted back to the hall to find out who had won the poster 
competition.  Unfortunately, it wasn’t us, but we were incredibly proud of what we 
had done.  We were shown a short video clip made by Ubisoft, and were driven, 
back to school.  Overall, we learned a lot from the day and our languages skills were 
greatly improved.

DANIEL THIRLAWAY 9 Glover and MUHAMMED HUSSAIN 9 Milburn

A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies … 
The man who never reads lives only one!
Reading can do so much more than just entertain a reader; it can save lives. 

Readathon is the UK’s biggest sponsored reading event run in schools across 
the UK. Since 1984, Readathon events up and down the country have raised 
£25 million for seriously ill children, with tens of thousands of books being 
read each year. A Readathon can be held at any time throughout the year 
and children can read whatever they like, including comics, poetry, non-
fiction or electronic books. The money raised helps seriously ill children, and 
participating schools get free books worth 20% of the total that they raise.

Reading for enjoyment can transform children’s lives. It’s proven to be more 
important than wealth or social background in improving a child’s future socially, 
emotionally and academically. The money raised by schools running a Readathon 
helps seriously ill children by supporting four UK charities:
•	 ReadWell	-	Readathon’s	sister	charity	which	provides	books	and	storytellers	to		
 children in hospitals.
•	 Roald	Dahl’s	Marvellous	Children’s	Charity	-	Helping	seriously	ill	and	disabled		
 children.
•	 Together	for	Short	Lives	-	Raising	funds	for	children’s	hospice	services.
•	 CLIC	Sargent	-	The	UK’s	leading	cancer	charity	for	children	and	young		 	
 people.

Last year, Readathon events across the country raised a massive £145,000 for CLIC 
Sargent.

KEZIA BELL 9 Routledge and MATTHEW SHIELS 9 Cumming
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TEN STUDENTS FROM GATESHEAD CHOSEN 
FOR JAPANESE EXCHANGE …
Last summer was spent welcoming a young Japanese girl, named Moe, to my 
home for ten days. 

A friend of my mother told us about an opportunity to take part in a Japanese 
exchange, and asked if I was interested.  At first I thought nothing of it, but after 
more consideration, I decided to go for it as I knew it could be the experience of 
a lifetime.  I went to the Civic Centre in Gateshead to apply.  It was an informal 
interview; I was a little nervous as there were about 20 applicants and only ten 
could be selected. 

A few days later, I received a phone call from Gateshead Council.  As I listened, my 
heart was in my mouth.  On hearing the news I was consumed with happiness.

We had very little time to prepare for Moe’s arrival - the anticipation was 
overwhelming. But when I finally met Moe, I felt much more relaxed and relieved. 
Fortunately, she could speak good English!  

During Moe’s ten-day stay, I introduced her to my friends from school and, together, 
we showed her many of the region’s most celebrated sights.  Moe seemed to have 
a fantastic time, which was a great relief to me.  Thankfully, she felt comfortable, 
despite the fact that she was thousands of miles away from home. 

PART II
During the summer, I was lucky enough to travel to 
Japan to complete the second half of this exchange, 
visiting Komatsu, via Paris and Tokyo.  It was a long 22-
hour journey; however, we received a warm welcome 
from the families when we finally arrived at Komatsu 
Airport. 

I spent ten fantastic days learning about Japanese 
culture and family life.  For the first few days, we visited 
many of the local schools of Komatsu, some of which 
are linked to schools here in Gateshead.  Some of the 
remarkable places we visited included Ataka Shrine, 
Kibagata Lagoon and Natadera Temple.  The experience 

of travelling around the streets of Takayama in a rickshaw is one I won’t forget.  One 
of the most traditional aspects of the visit was the Yukata Experience. Our hosts took 
great pleasure in dressing us head to toe in Japanese Kimonos, and sharing their Tea 
Ceremony traditions with us. 

Most days we spent all together; however, each evening, each of us was taken 
back to our host families, to spend the evening with them.  My partner, Moe, not 
only lived alongside her mother, father and brothers, 
but her grandparents too.  The family was amazing, and 
so kind, which made the trip so much better.  We did 
different things each night, such as bowling, visiting a local 
footbath, eating out at traditional restaurants and even 
throwing me a surprise ‘early birthday party’. 

I feel very fortunate to have experienced this opportunity 
at such a young age.  Both the English and Japanese who 
were involved in this youth exchange were such amazing 
people, and I hope we stay in touch in future.  The trip 
has given me a huge insight into Japanese culture, and the 
differences in everyday life.  This has been an experience 
which I have been able to learn a lot from, and is definitely 
something I will never forget. 

KATE SOWERBY 9 Routledge
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THE GERMAN-ENGLISH 
REUNIFICATION
In February half-term, eight of our A-Level German students had an exciting 
opportunity to travel to Berlin, to experience life in Europe’s fourth largest city 
and continue to improve their German after a visit to Freiburg in the summer.  
Upon arrival, our friends from Gustav-Heinemann Oberschule greeted us at the 
Airport, ready to make our week in the Capital unforgettable.  Sunday involved a 
busy day in the Mauerpark, a strip of land where the Berlin Wall once stood.  Here 
we experienced a variety of European cultures, from Belgian Waffles to Fezzes 
and even a classic Romanian band, providing us with an obscure, yet memorable 
beginning to our trip.  

Berlin is recognised all over the world for its national history and extravagant 
architecture, meaning our visit to the Brandenburg Gate couldn’t have been more 
relevant.  Followed by visits to the Holocaust Memorial, the Victory Column, 
Potsdamer Platz and the Mall of Berlin, it was a Monday to remember as we 
experienced some of Germany’s most historical landmarks contrasted with a bustling 
metropolitan intersection, side by side in the heart of the city.  Taking a city train 
from Potsdamer Platz in the afternoon, we travelled to the home of the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics, the 2006 World Cup Final and the 2015 Champions League Final – the 
Olympic Stadium.  This was a highlight of the trip as it was a site of national history 
and a host for a number of significant sporting events, which were of interest to 
many of us.  Later in the evening we travelled into Kreuzberg, a small district in the 
suburbs, for what Matthew Bell (12 Roberts) could only describe as “the most fierce 
rivalry in history” as we took on our German friends in Laser tag. 

At the halfway point in our week, we visited arguably the most significant site in 
the city, the Berlin Wall.  Standing only 3.6 metres tall and around 40 kilometres in 
length, this concrete curtain divided a city for 28 years.  What remains is astonishing.  
Conserved since the reunification in 1990, this small segment of the Wall represents 
a huge part of German history and creates a powerful atmosphere that visitors travel 
the length of the world to experience first-hand.  Following this, we took the tram to 
the Berlin Hauptbahnhof, a modernised hub that accounts for 300,000 passengers 
every day, and continued on foot to the Reichstag building.  After passing through 
layers of airport-like security, we entered Germany’s parliamentary building for a 
short tour.  Walking around the edges of the glass dome on such a clear day, we 
were able to see the entire skyline from one central point and appreciate the size and 
scale of such a phenomenal city.  Just as we thought our experience of the Reichstag 
couldn’t have been any better, upon reaching the bottom of the lift we were able to 
see Angela Merkel, Germany’s chancellor, making a speech to hundreds of MPs in 
the Bundestag – something we would be unlikely to experience ever again. 

During the week, further visits to attractions such as Madame Tussauds, the Berlin 
TV Tower, the Berlin Dungeons, Checkpoint Charlie and the Berlin Underworld, as 
well as areas like Kurfürstendamm and Alexanderplatz, enabled us to engage in the 
culture and frequently speak and understand the language, something that can’t 
be replicated in the classroom.  It was also a fantastic opportunity for us to become 
more independent as young adults, being responsible for ourselves in such a major 
city, as well as organising our visits and our travel to and from Berlin – all of which 
was great practice for university life. 

The trip was undoubtedly a huge success, with many of us already organising to visit 
our friends again in the near future.  Much of the credit goes to Mrs Neibig for her 
commitment and organisation, providing us with endless opportunities beyond the 
classroom.  As a class we can all agree that it was a truly fantastic week away.

MICHAEL IVESON 12 Wood
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FRENCH EXCHANGE
In early October, 29 nervous students readied themselves to travel to France in order 
to participate in the French Exchange.  

After an exhausting 12 hour journey through the Euro-tunnel, we arrived at Lycée 
Alexandre Ribot, the school of our French correspondents, which was situated in 
Saint-Omer, Pas de Calais.  Following a warm greeting from our new French friends, 
we travelled to their homes to meet our host families for the week.

Over the course of the week, we visited a number of genuinely interesting locations 
with the aim of culturally enriching our minds and education.  This included the 
Musée Départemental de Flandre, an art museum in Cassel where we were given a 
tour and instructed in painting with different materials.  Following this, we headed to 
Centre d’Histoire de Paix, a World War I museum where we learned about the history 
of the area and the impact of the Great War.  This was complemented by a later visit 
to La Coupole, which answered some questions about the French involvement in 
World War II and enabled us to examine some items which had been recovered from 
the war.  

On a more light-hearted note, we enjoyed a visit to a traditional market, where we 
relished the opportunity for some free time and the option of purchasing some gifts 
for our return home.  Another highlight was undoubtedly our visit to an activity 
centre, where we took part in a series of challenges such as sky-walking, an obstacle 
course, trivia tasks and even a maze!  We also had the option of engaging in some 
friendly competition through either bowling or swimming.  Not to mention a 
memorable trip to the cinema to see blockbuster ‘Everest’!

Amongst all of this excitement and excursion, we also experienced the reality of 
what a French school is actually like.  We attended school with our French friends 
and took part in a number of lessons conducted entirely in French!  Whilst a little 
confusing at first, we all felt that it was invaluable in enabling us to develop our skill 
in the language.

Going a little further afield, we also enjoyed trips into Paris and Lille.  Whilst 
somewhat of a flying visit, we were able to visit a number of iconic locations like the 
Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame and the Pont de l’Archevêeché, which is often referred to 
as the ‘Love Lock’ bridge.  It was a powerful symbol of a city which, despite having 
experienced such loss and suffering of late, has an overwhelming message of love.

As we prepared to depart, we exchanged tokens of appreciation with our host 
families, and enthusiastically thanked them for their kindness and hospitality.  We 
were already looking forward to returning the favour.

DYLAN STODDART and JAMES FERRY 10 Wood
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AUF WIEDERSEHEN, PET!
As the EU Referendum dawned on us all, students on the German Exchange spent 
Activities Week enjoying the real beauty of Europe.  However, there was far more 
than this on offer in the hottest city in Germany – Freiburg.  For ten days, Year 10 
and sixth-form students dived into the culture of a different nation, picking up some 
handy German phrases in the process. 

After an exhausting flight from Edinburgh, followed by a journey through the 
picturesque Swiss countryside, the students pulled up in Freiburg and were 
welcomed by rain - uncharacteristically for the Black Forest in early July.  A long-
awaited reunion was soon to follow, as the English students were pitched into the 
unexpected and unusual atmosphere of Theodor-Heuss-Gymnasium.  Many people 
thought that THG was really different, including Joy Winch (12 Robson) who said: 
“The staff and pupils were friendly and the lessons were interesting, yet it was very 
different from Emmanuel.”

Despite a few grazed knees and bleeding shins, many students found themselves 
using bicycles and trams far more often than they would – or could – in England.  
Wednesday saw a journey to the historic city of Strasbourg, a city that is partially 
French and partially German, but which for one day also had a large group of 
English people thrown into the mix.  After admiring the ancient cathedral and 
learning about the city, the students somewhat predictably went shopping, not only 
to local shops, but also to the ever-present McDo.  They served triple cheeseburgers. 
Triple cheeseburgers!

Yet the final and most enjoyable days of the exchange were spent in sweltering heat 
in Europa-Park and enjoying the typically German public viewings of EURO 2016 
football matches.  “The politeness of German football fans during the Public Viewing 
was certainly the most noticeable difference between the two countries,” said Anna 
Spence (12 Stewart). 

The heat really made it possible to tell who was who, as the sweating English, 
equipped with their paprika crisps and fizzy apple juice, contrasted with the unfazed 
Germans.  All too soon it was time to leave and say “Auf Wiedersehen” to our 
exchange partners, hoping that we would one day return to fantastic Freiburg.

KATIE WILSON 12 Simblet
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VIVE LA FRANCE!

It wasn’t all frogs’ legs and l’escargot, as a selection of Year 9 
students discovered during their Activities-Week escapade in 
Normandy!

A half-five-in-the-morning trip to school doesn’t exactly result 
in a good start to a day. However, spirits were soon lifted as we 
embarked upon the long journey to our destination, le Château 
du Baffy.  The journey was uncomfortably protracted, but the 
spectacular French landscape and architecture soon helped us to 
relax.

The trip was a chance for us all to reflect upon the brave sacrifices of so many 
soldiers in both World Wars in order to give us the lives we have today.  Visits to the 
American and Bayeux war graves were both a time of reflection, but also to learn 
about the nature of the World Wars.  Additionally, our visit to the Bayeux Tapestry 
was an opportunity to learn about one of the most key events in our history.

However, the trip wasn’t all museums and war graves, as we got the chance 
to explore some of the traditional French treats, visiting a caramel factory, a 

boulangerie, a goats’ cheese farm, a supermarché and 
a cider farm (although we were informed that only 
the apple juice was available to try!).  Furthermore, 
we were treated to croissants and pains au chocolat 
with our breakfast and even the chance to try some 
frogs’ legs and l’escargot, much to the amusement of 
some of us less-adventurous students.  The staff at the 
Château du Baffy were even kind enough to organise 
some group games for us.

Overall, the visit was well worth the journey and 
was very enjoyable (with the exception of Mr Clarke 
taking mugshots of us all when we were least 

expecting them).  It was a fantastic opportunity to 
learn more about some very important points of 
both global and local history. 

MATTHEW SHIELS 9 Cumming
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VIVE LA FRANCE!
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RUGBY WORLD CUP 2015
New Zealand V Tonga
It was a brisk night at St. James’ Park when 14 Emmanuel rugby players had the 
privilege of witnessing one of the 2015 World Champion’s steps on the road to 
glory.  The stadium was packed with people from all around the world, with over 
50,000 people attending the match.  In what can only be described as a dominating 
performance, New Zealand were victorious 47-9.  Accompanied by Mr Peterson, Mr 
Ingham and Mr Bains, we enjoyed watching the future World Champions put on 
a display against one of the tournament’s weaker sides.  Despite this, most of the 
stadium was rooting for the underdogs, despite the odd New Zealand fan. 

The two teams faced off before kick-off for the Tongan Sipi Tau and the New Zealand 
Haka. Tonga went first and were very loud as we could hear them from the top 
of the stand!  Not to be outdone however, the All Blacks responded not a second 
later with emphatic fashion.  It wasn’t until the 13th minute when the scores were 
broken, when Ben Smith went over the line for New Zealand’s first of seven tries.  
Dan Carter tidily put away the conversion to make it 7-0.  Tonga was in the mood 
for a contest as there were many big hits and plenty of grafting from the oldest side 
to have ever been fielded at a World Cup.  Tonga responded on the 26-minute mark 
with a penalty kick; however, just five minutes later, Tonga scored again.  This time 
it was Woodcock with the try and Carter converted.  In the 37th minute, the All 
Blacks’ captain Kieron Read was sin-binned for collapsing a maul, giving all Tongan 
fans some hope of a potential try.  Tonga was showing great ambition throughout 
the game and although there were chances to claim the penalty points, they opted 
to kick for touch and try and put some pressure on the New Zealand side.  They 
thought they had grounded the ball late on, but the referee decided that there was 
no grounding clear enough to award the try.  Half time came with the score 14-3. 

The start of the second half saw Tonga continue the tempo they had in the first half, 
with some sensational offloads.  As a reward, they were given a penalty which the 
Tongan number 10, Morath, tucked away nicely.  The reigning World Champions 
responded almost instantly with Milner-Skudder (the man of the match) going 
over four minutes later.  New Zealand was leading 21-6 but wasn’t finished yet, 
and Milner-Skudder went over for a second try in the 58th minute.  Dan Carter 
converted both tries to make it 28-9 after a third Tonga penalty.  The man mountain 
and crowd favourite Sonny Bill Williams was brought on for the All Blacks on the 
60-minute mark in order to try and finish the job and see out a New Zealand victory 
– he was greeted with an almighty roar from the packed audience.  It wasn’t long 
before he made an impact either; five minutes later, Williams scores under the posts 
to make it 35-9 and it was converted by Carter.  Tonga began to become frustrated 
and Taumalolo, the Tongan hooker, upended Carter in a horribly dangerous tackle 
and was consequently yellow-carded. Sam Kane was the next try-scorer for the 

champions and Dan Carter kept up the 100% 
record for this match by converting – 42-
9.  To cap it all off, Ma’a Nonu on his 100th 
appearance for the All Blacks scored a brilliantly 
worked try to make it 47-9 which was the way 
it stayed as Carter failed to convert. 

It was a valiant effort from the Tongans with 
some aggressive tackling and rucking, but the 
New Zealand team simply outclassed them.  
All the Emmanuel students definitely learned a 
thing or two from watching the professionals at 
work!

STEVEN BARNES 13 Farrelly and CAMERON NYAMBEGA 13 Armour
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On 18 July 2016, the College had its annual Sports Dinner.  The event consisted 
of a delicious buffet meal, presentations, a guest speaker, and videos and awards 
recognising the sporting success the College achieved during the 2015-2016 
academic year.  This year the College was particularly successful in athletics.  Year 
10 girls won the Gateshead District Championship, while Year 7 and 8 followed in 
second place.  Year 8 and 9 boys became District champions.  Particular mentions 
go to Amelia Bateman and Sam Gorman who performed exceptionally over the 
athletics season.  Josh Dixon (9 Glover) said that he was impressed by Mr Leonard’s 
“motivational speech”, delivered to conclude the dinner.

The College has welcomed many notable athletes over the years, and this year 
was no exception.  Nicola Minichiello gave an inspiring speech to students and 
staff about the things she learned while competing as a bobsledder for Team GB 
from 2001 to 2011.  She told the audience how to make the most of the sporting 
opportunities that we are given.  If you attended, I’m sure you’ll agree that her talk 
was truly inspiring.  It has made me realise that perseverance in sport is crucial.  You 
may not always win, but learning from these mistakes in order to achieve next time is 
vital.  It was incredible to hear from such a successful woman, and it has encouraged 
me to achieve my best. 

LUCY KAY 9 Routledge

SPORTS DINNER 2016
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WE’LL NEVER WALK ALONE…
On 24 November, 15 keen rugby players took the trip down to Liverpool to play 
one of the strongest schools in the region.  It was a wet, windy day in Liverpool 
but this did not dampen the team’s spirit. Liverpool College, a well-known rugby 
school, faced Emmanuel College’s first team in a competitive fixture.  The game was 
physical and big hits were made, especially by vice-captain Steven Barnes, leading 
by example.  As the game went on, Liverpool College scored three unanswered 
tries, due to “the lads still being on the bus” according to Mr Bains, but Emmanuel 
stepped up as the game went on bringing it back to three tries to two before half 
time, with a beautiful try from Matthew Cornish.  The second half then began and 
Emmanuel was tiring but, due to Liverpool College’s large squad, they produced 
a revitalised team, and Emmanuel rose to the challenge.  The game was a great 
experience, playing such a well-respected and talented team, and the lads learned a 
lot from this for the next game …

The rugby team then had to play Oswestry School, a very physical side, and this was 
proven in the game, which was controlled by the forwards even without vice-captain 

Steven Barnes, after he suffered a shoulder-popping blow in the starting five 
minutes of play.  Steven’s early departure meant that the lads had to step up and 
really graft to see out the game.  Emmanuel dominated physically, demonstrated 
by a rolling maul which went half the length of the pitch.  The game was tiring, 
and monstrous hits were made by all, in particular James Rodger.  The game 
was strenuous and a test of character both physically and mentally.  Emmanuel 
College took the lead early on in the second half with Adam Sewell weaving 
through the smallest of gaps in the Oswestry back line.  But his afternoon 
was soon cut short as he had to go off late in the half with a black eye due to 
a high tackle.  Matthew Cornish’s kicking game was slightly off, missing the 
conversion and two penalties from close range.

The game went on and Emmanuel looked in control, having two tries disallowed 
from Harry Wilson and Cameron Nyambega.  The game was coming to a close 
and Emmanuel gave away a series of unnecessary penalties, allowing Oswestry 
to gain yards.  Emmanuel College was then punished from this as a simple tap-
and-go penalty broke Emmanuel College’s line.  The kick was then converted 
and Oswestry led 7-5 with only minutes to go, but Emmanuel did not let their 
heads drop and inspirational words from Captain Cameron Nyambega helped 
the team maintain their motivation to win the game.  The game continued 

and Emmanuel looked hungrier than ever to try and get a victory but Oswestry’s 
defensive line seemed impossible to break until the end when the pressure from 
Emmanuel seemed too much for Oswestry and they gave away a penalty directly 
under the posts.  Surely Matthew Cornish could not miss this one.  A very nervous 
looking Cornish stepped up to take the penalty with all Emmanuel sports team 
staring him down knowing that the kick had to be made.  Mathew Cornish did not 
let his nerves get the better of him and he just squeezed his kick between the posts, 
and in a Jonny Wilkinson fashion sealed the game for Emmanuel.  For the last few 
minutes Emmanuel kept it close in the forwards and then Matthew Bell kicked out to 
touch to take the victory in the final play. The lads were tired and couldn’t wait for 
their meal later on courtesy of Oswestry School.  Emmanuel 8 - Oswestry 7.

Performances were recognised by all staff and awards were given out for 
achievements, including the tour coaches’ Player of the Tour, Will Armstrong.  
Players’ Player of the Tour was James Rodger, and Back of the Tour was Matthew 
Cornish, despite his poor effort at goal, while Forward of the Tour was Cameron 
Nyambega.  To summarise, Steven Barnes said: “This tour will be one to remember: 
the lads well and truly grafted, especially myself (for at least one game), and I am 
proud of my efforts and to be part of the team.  To think my head couldn’t get any 
bigger!”

CAMERON NYAMBEGA 13 Armour
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NEWCASTLE FALCONS VS. 
WORCESTER WARRIORS
In early March, after the Year 9 rugby team 
played a friendly match against The King’s, 
students were given the opportunity to 
watch Newcastle Falcons play Worcester 
Warriors at their home ground, Kingston 
Park. 

Having lost 29 – 12 to The King’s, the team 
was feeling deflated.  Initially, the score 
had read 19 – 0 down at half-time, but 
tries from Oliver Lewis and Max Winthorpe 
rescued 12 points and some remnants of hope. Sadly, it wasn’t enough - we lost in 
the end.

Spirits were soon lifted as we journeyed towards Kingston Park.  The game?  
Incredible.  The atmosphere?  Amazing.  It was a fiercely contested match, with the 
Falcons having a number of opportunities - particularly through the impressive 
performances of Rob Vickers and Craig Willis, with some powerful runs from Taione 
Vea and Alex Tait.  However, the Falcons were finding it difficult to break through the 
Warriors’ defences.  Despite this, the Newcastle players continued to persevere and 
provided sterling examples of endurance and determination.

Whilst the Falcons narrowly lost the match (14-15), it was still an undoubtedly 
exhilarating experience.  We look forward to more opportunities to learn by their 
example.

MAX WINTHORPE 9 Routledge and MISS GARDNER

Victory at the Sainsbury’s School Games
The Sainsbury's School Games attract athletes from across the UK, 
competing in events such as track and discus, including Sophie Merrix (13 
Osterman).  She won a silver medal in discus and achieved her personal 
best, despite usually specialising in running. 

Having taken the trip to Manchester to compete in the Games, Sophie 
commented: “It was extremely sociable and I met lots of incredible new 
people.  One of my teammates even competed in Rio de Janeiro for the 
Brazilian School Games recently.”

During the weekend she attended workshops on anti-doping awareness and 
psychology, conducted by past Olympians, including Sam Ruddock, a field athlete 
who represented Great Britain at the London 2012 Paralympic Games. 
After an eventful few days, Sophie had the privilege of watching cycling at the 
Velodrome before the School Games closing ceremony.  Present was Dina Asher 
Smith, a British sprinter and the 2014 Junior World Champion for the 100m. 

Reflecting on her experiences over the weekend of sport, Sophie tells us: “I’m 
not going to go down the line of being a Paralympian as I am more academically 
focused, but it’s been a fun hobby and I hope to continue with sport at university.”  
Sophie told us that she plans to establish a Paralympic sporting club at her 
university, proving her commitment to sport. 

KATIE WILSON and CHARLOTTE SEFTON 12 Simblet 
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RUGBY

Year 11
Back row - Reece Dunlop, Jack Wood, Alex Boyle, Aarun Sangha, Louis Underwood, 
Alex Sparks, Amir Dervishi, James Urwin
Front row - Amor Sahota, Bradley Pentolfe, Haydn Lisk, Morgan Conley-Owens, 
Ryan Cunningham, Josh Glencorse, Will McLeod, Elliott Trott

Year 10
Back row - Josh Moran, Seb Walker, Robert Fish, Filip Tatalovic, Cameron Mather, Chris 
Hewitt, Tom Kell, Kieron Ruddick, Matthew Penney, Jake Jones
Front row - Alex Makepeace, Alex Smith, Joseph Wilson, Oscar Symington, Adam Welsh, 
Ben Garrity, Joel Barney, Joseph Cameron, Aidan Gifford

1st XV
Back row -  Jack Wood, Ryan Cunningham, Matthew Purdy, Will Lacey, Matthew Bell, 
Matthew Cornish, James Rodger, Sam Henderson, James Moore, Alex Boyle, 
Alex Ulianov
Front row - Josh Glencorse, Christopher Briers, Bradley Pentolfe, Will Armstrong, 
Adam Sewell, Cameron Nyambega, Steven Barnes, Elliott Trott
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Year 7
Back row - Elliot Wade, Aedan Kerrigan, Isaac Tissington, Noel Ohimor, Charlie Green, 
Liam Chaney, Adam Fergus, William Bond, Thomas Barnes, Ben Allan
Middle row - Matthew Finnigan, Harry Sanderson, Elliott Hunter, Leo Dixon, Lewis 
Cheel, William Bourn, Christien Sessford, Reuben Podbury
Front row - Ryan Taylor, Drew Norris, Oliver Chapman, Callum Lodge, Ben Walmsley, 
Adam Reid, Gilbert Amakie

Year 9
Back row - Ales Strother, Josh Snowdon, Thomas Hope, Matthew Straughan, Vusi Dube, 
Kirk Boyd, Jack Betram, Luke Riley, Jack Gilfillian
Front row - Morgan Fowler, Max Winthorpe, Oliver Lewis, Niall Dixon, Jack Vinnicombe, 
Liam Todhunder, Zak Mudie, Joseph Barnes, Samien Khan

Year 8
Back row - Sabbir Ahmed, Haseeb Imtiaz, Thabo Dube, Dru Scott, Chim Nwoye, Evan 
Lawther, Saimir Ibishim, Sam Steer, Josh Etherington
Front row - Findlay Hobby-Bell, Jordan Mather, Ridwan Abed, Kai Leeke, Tyler Hepple, 
Joe Innes, Kris Lewis, Jack Todhunter, Soudagar Khan
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HOCKEY

Year 10
Back Row - Ellen Birdsall, Anna 
Hastie, Rebecca-Jayne Stokell, 
Kier Nyambega

Front Row - Rebecca Robson, 
Mia Weatherill, Bethan Hardy, 
Louisa Appleby

Year 11
Back row - Jess Morgan, Georgia 
Kyle, Olivia Ewart, Sophie Phillips, 
Alicia Reed, Joyce Tchadjie

Front row - Umaymah Uddin, 
Caitlin Cook, 
Anya Cassidy-Robson,
Imogen Tennet, Eve Oliver

Year 12 & 13
Back row - Jess Watts, Ellie 
Cummins, Ellie Toal, Katie 
Cuthbertson, Amy Feetham, 
Emily Crow

Front row - Emiline Scott, Jannah 
Uddin, Alice Cassidy, Ellie Sundin, 
Emily Graham
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Year 7
Back row - 
Kitty Bailey, Rose Underwood, 
Natalie Ho, Hannah Evans, 
Hannah Waterfield

Front  row - 
Gemma Smith, 
Abigail Chisholm, Mary Allan, 
Nicola Jewitt, Isabelle Eddy, 
Jess Mowbray

Year 8
Back row - Lucy Lynch-Deakin, 
Jiayu Chen, Megan Fish, 
Olivia Steanson, 
Morgan Huthart, 
Annika Graham    

Front  row - Beth Williamson, 
Chloe Ritchie, Kate Sowerby, 
Gemma Moran, 
Phoebe Thomlinson, 
Jenny Slater, Katie Douglas

Year 9
Back Row -  Chloe Cleugh, 
Libbi Guthrie, Lauren Francis, 
Ellie Dixon, Olufunke Adeneyi

Front Row - Katie Phillips, 
Abbie Lewis, Danielle Wilcox, 
Katie Savage, Rebecca Calland, 
Caitlin Parkin
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NETBALL
Year 12 & 13
Back row – 
Bethany Hewitson, 
Olivia Ewart, Sophie Phillips, 
Caitlyn Cook, 
Charlotte Bainbridge

Front row – Imogen Tennet, 
Catherine Gibson, 
Anya Cassidy Robson, 
Amy Feetham, 
Jessica Morgan, 
Katie Cuthbertson

Year 10
Back row - Keir Nyambega, 
Amelia Bateman, 
Daisy Emerton, 
Bethany Cornish 

Front row - Anna Hastie, 
Kate Cleland, Lucy Brooks, 
Ellie Hiscock

Year 11
Back Row – 
Bethany Hewitson, 
Olivia Ewart, 
Sophie Phillips, 
Caitlyn Cook, 
Charlotte Bainbridge

Front Row – 
Imogen Tennet, 
Catherine Gibson, 
Jessica Morgan, 
Anya Cassidy-Robson 
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Year 9
Back row - Holly Norman, 
Katie Lemmon, Naomi Grant, 
Anna Burbidge-O’Flaherty,  
Libbi Guthrie, Kayleigh Clarke, 
Erin McDougall, 
Fiona Ismaili, Ilana Hussain

Front row - Abigail Dale, 
Alesia Beqiraj, Ellie Hodgson, 
Emily Henderson, Mia Clark,  
Ella Nattrass, Lucy Kay, 
Paola Alagusheva, 
Abby Stavers

Year 7
Back row - Amy Li, 
Kate Lawson, Chloe Chia, 
Jessica Mowbray, 
Catherine Bailey, Aimee Little

Middle row - Isabel Slater, 
Lauren Heslop, Gemma Smith, 
Hadji Boukoro-Nkombo, 
Caitlin Paris, Natalie Ho, 
Kacey Ross

Front row - Holly Jones, 
Ellie-Jay Russell, Sophie Jones, 
Hannah Evans, 
Mikaela Crocker

Year 8
Back row - Kirsten Dobbison, 
Sofia Kasfiki, Rebecca Calland, 
Louisa Boad, 
Christina Vainer

Middle row - Ellie Porritt, 
Peace Fashanu, 
Olivia Steanson, Holly Farrell, 
Zoe Allan, 
Alana Nicholson,

Front row - Alana Donnohue, 
Samantha Byrne, Lucy Hastie, 
Amelia Booth, 
Holly Walker, Malika Riffert
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ATHLETICS

Senior Boys
Back row - Alex Boyle, Michael Farrell, Oliver Hogg, Thomas Donnelly, Alex Sparks, 

Ryan Cunningham, Elliott Trott 
Middle row - Cameron Mather, Luke Pegg, Haydn Lisk, Reece Dunlop, Nick Hall, 

Olufemi Adeniyi, Alex Makepeace 
Front row - Joseph Wilson, Matthew Pendleton, Murray Wright, Joshua Glencorse, 

Bradley Pentolfe, Aaron Morris, Liam Lawrence

Junior Boys
Back row - Evan Lawther, Alex Strother, Kieron Milne, Noah Porthouse, Calum Szpak, 

Sam Gorman, Matthew Straughan, James Bradley, Jack Bertram, Joshua Dixon 
Front row - Kieron Jobes, Joe Innes, Ridwan Abed, Benjamin Rooney, Oliver Lewis, 

Ryan Green, Charles Lewis, Kris Lewis

Senior Girls
Back row - Jess Morgan, Caitlyn Cook, Georgia Kyle, Olivia Ewart, Kayleigh Newton, 

Kier Nyambega, Mia Weatherill
Front row - Amy Kyle, Sophie Ward, Louisa Appleby, Macy Youngman, Kate Cleland, 

Rebecca Robson
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BADMINTON

Junior
Front row - 
Manaswi Vemula
Jay Smith
Edward Bourn
Jake Williamson
Isaac Webster
Pulla Abhishek
Ahmed Chowdry
William Bourn
Back row - 
Natalie Ho
Benjamin Tsow
Henry Truong
Wenxing Zheng
Saimir Ibishim
Alana Nicholson
Jonny Gibb
Aedan Kerrigan

Senior
Back row - 
Johnathon Peacock
Navraj Lalli
William Armstrong
Jamie Milroy
Matthew Maddock
Front row - 
Matthew Cornish
Oliver Acaster
Tyler Dwyer
Murray Wright
Michael Oxley
Haydn Lisk

Junior Girls
Back row - Kayleigh Clarke, Taylor Leck, Katie Lemmon, Anna Burbidge-O’Flaherty, 

Mia Bell, Lucy Lynch-Deakin, Funke Adeniyi, Louisa Boad
Front row - Kate Sowerby, Lydia Rippon, Malika Riffert, Olivia Steanson, Amy Baker, 

Amy Richardson, Sam Byrne, Abbie Lewis
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CROSS COUNTRY

Girls
Back row - Gemma Moran, Aimee Little, Robyn McLeod, Amy Baker, Malika Riffert, 
Alana Nicholson, Sophie Prest, Taylor Leck, Abigail Brown, Abbie Lewis
Front row - Hannah Evans, Kate Sowerby, Isabelle Eddy, Hannah Waterfield

Boys
Back row - Gilbert Amakie, Ben Walmsley, Isaac Stamper, Asad Ehtesham, Benjamin 
Rooney, Calum Szpak, Sam Gorman, Joshua Dixon, Ridwan Abed, Harry Parkin, Thomas 
Boyer, Julian Jones 
Front row - Harry Sanderson, Ahmed Chowdry, Ben Underwood, Sean Hobson, Roman 
Sparks, Elliott Hunter, Kris Lewis, William Bourn

Senior
Back row - 
Rebecca Robson
Anna Douglas
Megan Kay
Amelia Bateman
Kate Cleland
Holly Ip
Anna Kay
Front row - 
James Cummins
Lewis Tunstall
Chris Hewitt
Murray Wright
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KARATE
I woke up at 3 o’clock in the morning and the 
nerves started to kick in.  I said to myself that 
I would take in the experience of the World 
Championships no matter what the outcome 
was, and enjoy it.  The drive to Glasgow in 
Scotland was tiring, so I slept for most of the 
journey.  The nerves began to intensify as 
we pulled in for breakfast.  We were now ten 
minutes away!

We arrived at The Emirates Arena before all 
other competitors and referees.  As the rest 
of the England Squad arrived alongside the 
competitors from other countries, I could sense 
the atmosphere building.  For Rowan, Steven and myself, this was the biggest karate 
competition we’d ever competed in and we felt honoured and privileged to have 
been selected to represent our country.  We were standing proud wearing our 
England tracksuits, while parents and coaches took photos of the squad, all excited 
and nervous at the same time.  We all watched as each country warmed up and had 
their own ways of cheering each other on before entering the arena.  All eyes were 
particularly on Japan.  After recent announcements of Karate in the Tokyo Olympics 
2020 everyone was keen to observe the masters in play.

It was now time to enter the arena.  Rowan, Steven and I walked shoulder to 
shoulder with the rest of the England squad during the opening ceremony.  The 
atmosphere was electrifying!  27 countries were taking part, each with about 30-
50 supporters in the crowd.  I looked around for my parents and spotted a huge 
England flag; I knew where they were.

My Team Kata event started.  We competed against countries like Estonia, 
Scotland and Ireland.  In the final round, each team performs one Kata and 
receives a score.  Scotland went first and set the bar high, a 27.7. Estonia was 
next, a 27.4. Then Ireland, a 26.4. Then we were up.

We performed our Kata well and waited anxiously for the scores.  We knew 
it was close and the tension was rising.  Had we done enough?

We had!  A 27.8 meant we beat the Scottish Team by 0.1 of a point.  I could 
not quite register the announcement - I felt very proud as I stood on the 
podium, the first category of the event to be announced.  I could not quite 
believe they were talking about me - World Champions at Team Kata aged 11-
13 years.  The day had got off to a great start!  From here on the medals started 
to roll in for the rest of the squad too in the team events.  I watched as my 
colleagues Rowan and Steven won a bronze in their team as well. 

The Championships were over two days.  The second day was the individual 
events.  We all performed well across all categories, with Rowan going on 
to win an individual Bronze medal in the Koten Kata category against tough 
competition.
We all went home happy as can be with our medals round our necks. The 
hard work beforehand had paid off; we now look forward to perhaps the 
Olympics in 2020.  Watch this space …

JOHN GOUGH 7 Gardner                                     
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WALKING AND CAMPING
This year, the walking and camping trip was a great success!  A group 
of Year 9 students had the exciting opportunity to get in touch with the 
outdoors during a series of challenging events.  They spent two days 
camping, and the other three in and around school.  

On the first day, they travelled to the beach.  After spending the 
morning foraging for crabs and winkles, they went orienteering (in other words, 
getting lost!).  Overall it was a really fun day!

During the second day, the students stayed at school.  In the morning, they made 
boats to float down the river at the campsite.  Later on they made their own lunch, 
consisting of soup, pasta, custard, chocolate and strawberries.  They then had the 
chance to sample some of the seaside delicacies that Mr Leonard had kindly cooked 
for them.  Most of the students were brave enough to try some winkles, but Jack 
Gilfillan (10 Phillips) got to try a huge whelk that he had found while rock-pooling! 

The third day was very exhausting!  The students walked all the way from school 
to Causey Arch, and back!  Walking back through Watergate Park, they found a 
geocache, hidden in a secret location: “It was very exciting to see what was hidden in 
the box!” said Reeve Stanners (9 Milburn). 

Everyone arrived at school early on the fourth day, ready to leave for the campsite.  
Packing the bus seemed to take forever, and the journey was very long; however, it 
was all worth it when they arrived.  After they pitched their tents, they played many 
games, as well as racing their boats, and paddling in the river.  Later on, they cooked 
their tea and told spooky stories around the campfire.  

On the last day of their adventure, the students woke up and cooked their breakfast, 
before walking up a huge hill!  They all ate a delicious ice cream from a local farm, 
and went on a tour to see the animals, including pigs, sheep, rabbits and chickens.  
One particular highlight was seeing the majestic horses, and getting to pet them!  
Afterwards, the students had to pack up all of their equipment and get back on the 
minibus home.  Upon arrival at school, they had to unpack everything again, and 
put it all away!

Reeve Stanners said that he “really enjoyed making new friends” and that he had a 
great time  Maab Ahmed said that she “really enjoyed the time at the seaside” and she 
“loved cooking and trying new food!”    

MAAB AHMED and ALIX SLADDIN 9 Glover
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THE BOATH MINUTE 
The Boath Minute takes place every year to commemorate the life of Andrew Boath, 
a former student of Emmanuel College.  This year marked the 12th anniversary of 
the event, and honoured Andrew’s memory on his birthday.  Three boys and three 
girls tackled the challenge of sprinting around the perimeter of the school grounds.  
This year, Penny-Rose Scott, Olivia Ewart and Dominica Iwanuik took part for the 
girls, and Reece Dunlop, Nick Hall and Lewis Terrell competed for the boys.  Olivia 
Ewart was four seconds off the girl’s record set by Sophie Montgomery, with a time 
of 56.4 seconds, and Reece Dunlop was the top boy with a time of 56.5.  There was 
a huge turnout of spectators, with sixth-form students watching the event from the 
turning circle while others marked out the course and officiated.  We’d like to thank 
all the runners for taking part and the spectators who watched.  This great annual 
event will continue to keep memories of Andrew alive.

SOPHIE MERRIX 13 Osterman 

A ROYAL ACCOLADE FOR SERVANT-HEARTED SACRIFICE
Zoe Forster (12 Simblet) has earned royal attention through her great dedication to 
helping young riders achieve their dreams.

“I volunteer at Washington Riding Centre,” she tells us, “which is the home of the Tyne 
& Wear ‘Riding for the Disabled Association’ (RDA) group.  It is a horse-riding centre 
that is a part of the RDA, although able-bodied riders can use the centre’s facilities 
also.”

“When I’m volunteering, I help out on the yard with the horses, mucking out, grooming, 
filling hay bags and hay nets, getting horses ready before and after lessons and taking 
them to and from the fields.”

Zoe also informs us that she often leads ponies in the ‘tots ride’ which is an 
opportunity for young children to start learning to ride.  Additionally, she leads 
horses or ponies in lessons for those with disabilities and assists them by ensuring 
that their stirrups are the correct length and are comfortable. 

On 9 May, Princess Anne, the Princess Royal, presented Zoe with a prestigious award 
for her dedication to the centre and for the impressive amount of volunteering she’s 
carried out for the horse-riding club.

“The centre manager mentioned the award was for my outstanding contribution as a 
volunteer to the riding centre for the disabled.  The award is from the riding centre, but it 
was presented by Princess Anne who is president of the RDA.”

We congratulate Zoe for her incredible achievement in this award and her 
outstanding dedication to serving others. 

MATTHEW SHIELS 9 Cumming and CHARLOTTE SEFTON 12 Simblet
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DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS FOR D OF E!

This year, The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award celebrated 60 years of success 
with a garden party at Buckingham 
Palace, an event to which our very own 
Mr Leonard and Mr Winch were invited.  
The Award Scheme is something that 
Emmanuel esteems highly, and so the 
pair represented College with pride.
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is 
recognised worldwide for encouraging 
young people to strive to reach their 
full potential.  With its combination of 
challenge, service and skill, all three 
Awards – gold, silver and bronze – are 
very demanding and therein lies its 
success, according to Mr Winch.  “I think 
it works because it is genuinely difficult 

to achieve; and in this world where everything is so easy, it is refreshing.”  It’s more 
than something to put on a CV; it develops life skills and character.  These values that 
underpin the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award are “timeless” said Mr Winch – “just as 
important now as they were when they were developed”.       
    
At the celebration, some of College’s past students were honoured with the 
prestigious Award.  “The students involved with the Scheme who were there 
had been gone from the school for six months!” explained Mr Leonard.  “It made 
me proud to see that our kids had developed into young adults.”  Clearly, the 
Award is something very close to Mr Leonard’s heart, and when asked how it 
has changed him, he replied honestly: “I have learned to become more patient 
and understanding of students.”  His goal is for students to work hard with 
encouragement, so that they do not give up, and to make it enjoyable.  Mr Leonard 
also mentioned that his favourite part was the expeditions.  “It’s great to be 
outdoors, and exciting to be in charge of so many students”.

The day at Buckingham Palace was a celebration of the achievements of not only 
Emmanuel College and its own students, but of a nation of different schools and 
communities.  It was, in true Windsor family fashion, a splendid outdoor event, a 
British garden party.  Mr Winch explained how the gardens were located behind the 
palace and were “absolutely gorgeous.”  The day gave Mr Leonard and Mr Winch a 
chance to rub shoulders with like-minded individuals, and they felt inspired as they 
talked with guests who worked with disadvantaged children and young people.  
They were reminded that these young people needed help in the first instance – 
through volunteers; however, as part of their Awards they had been carrying out 
their own volunteering!  

Our delegates from College had the opportunity to meet all three dukes!  Mr 
Leonard noted that the Duke of Edinburgh himself was “very funny,” and Mr Winch 
stated that he was impressed by his “energy” and “willingness to continue office” 
which demonstrated his unrelenting commitment to the Scheme.  

LAURA MCCLELLEND and LAUREN BAILEY 9 Milburn
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GALATIANS REPORT

CORINTHIANS REPORT
We’ve done it again!  That’s now two years in a row that 
Corinthians has succeeded in winning the House Cup, 
after four long years of living up to a not-so-positive name.  
However, this victory is not just down to the House Captains, 
but also to the constant drive and determination of all 
staff and students representing Corinthians House in their 
motivation to succeed.  As House Captains, we have noticed 
some amazing talents in the House - from being able to 
score a vast amount of goals on the netball court, to being 
able to wow a crowd on stage in Performing Arts.  We must 
understand that everyone has a talent, no matter what field it 
falls within. 

Although we began the year with some unfortunate losses, we soon got back on our 
feet and pushed ourselves, knowing that we could do better.  By Christmas time, we 
were slowly creeping ahead of Romans and Galatians by gaining victories in events 
such as ‘Yes Chef!’ and House Chess, and second places in Christmas Cracker and 
House Brainstormers. 

We then managed to carry on a tradition of winning Performing Arts, with Bronwyn 
Riani singing her original song.  Throughout the whole year we have fought hard in 
all competitions and, although we may not have won all of them, we still showed 
great determination to do our best, and in the end it really paid off. 

Nearer the end of the year we had the biggest event of all, one of those that, in our 
generation, Romans House has been known to win.  However, this year the tradition 
changed, and this time it was Corinthians that took the first-place podium on Sports 
Day.  As House Captains we were so proud to stand on the podium and lift the 
House Cup in front of the whole school, and we are so thankful for the effort that 
was put in by every single person on that day. 

It was amazing to win the House Cup this year; however, we cannot just stop here.  
We must carry on striving to succeed next year in order to win again.  Even if you 
don’t think you’re the best at a certain event, it doesn’t matter.  We gain most of our 
points from people simply taking part, and it’s the vast levels of participation which 
have led us to victory. 

We would like to thank Nav, Roxy, Mr Steer and Mrs Lisk for their constant help 
throughout the year because, if it wasn’t for them, we would never have learned the 
things we know today. 

We strongly believe that our new House Captains, Sophie Phillips and Ryan 
Cunningham, will be a great asset to our team and can lead us to victory once again 
next year. 

AMY FEETHAM 12 Roberts and JONATHAN BRENT 12 Robson 

Congratulations on another year of hard work and 
participation!  We have shown great determination, 
especially in Years 7 to 9, with new leaders blossoming.  
Being the House Captain, I have constantly seen people 
trying their hardest in events, with students showing 
great humility even in the face of defeat. 

The score line did not reflect such efforts, with 
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Romans started the year well with a convincing win 
in the Swimming Gala.  Impressive performances 
were delivered from many students; however, 
notable mention should go to Oliver O’Halleron 
and Ellie Cummins, who blew everyone else out 
of the water!  The overall team spirit of the House 
was remarkable, with many students with different 
interests and backgrounds taking part in the 
vast array of events over the course of the year.  
Romans are renowned for their performance in 
Brainstormers each year, and the knowledge of the 
pupils taking part was broadcast with a convincing 
performance from Jack Foley, the overall winner of 
the event.  The sporting events throughout the year 
were also a success, with students taking second 
place in cross-country, football, basketball, rugby 
and cricket.  The students were enthusiastic when 

taking part in the events, which displayed their talents, and they were excellent 
sportsmen and sportswomen.  Despite not quite achieving first place, we were 
delighted to gain enough points to secure second place.  However, we pipped our 
rivals to the post in the Merit Mark competition, where we achieved first place!  This 
is testimony to the fact that students within Romans House have gone above and 
beyond what is expected in their work in College, as well as in their extra-curricular 
activities.  With an overall position of second place in the House Cup, we take great 
pride in our students’ achievements throughout the year! 

PENNY-ROSE SCOTT 12 Simblet

ROMANS REPORT

Galatians unfortunately coming third to our rivals Romans and Corinthians, although 
we do congratulate them on their successes.  This shows that next year we need to 
work even harder to become the champions we have been in previous years.  We 
are calling on everyone to do at least one House event so we can bring back the 
gold: try something new!  Whether it is a sports event such as rugby or netball, or an 
academic event such as maths or the Techno Challenge, we need to ensure we have 
the best possible chance of succeeding. 

Galatians stormed to victory in cross-country, basketball, rugby, Poetry and Prose, 
and Techno Challenge, so big congratulations!  Still, we need to keep working hard, 
being accountable to ourselves by making sure we turn up to events and try our 
absolute best. 

Lewis, Olivia, Haydn and I will be coming to watch the House events, especially for 
the younger Years.  We’ll be cheering you on, so don’t worry if you are nervous!  We 
are always around College if you need to ask any questions, and Mrs Rutter always 
has her door open, too!

Galatians House has rallied the troops well this year, with very conscientious Year 7 
and 8 Tutor Prefects.  The Year 9 Prefects are taking on a big responsibility and we 
are sure they’ll do a great job this year: the boys are Noah Charlton, Jay Smith and 
Kieron Milne; the girls are Peace Fashanu, Lucy McKie and Anna Reynard.  These 
guys are also always about College, willing to help any younger Years with details for 
House events and other important information you may want to know.

So, I would like to say a big ‘well done’ to Galatians and the students who 
participated last year, but it’s a new year now and we need to fight to try and bring 
back the title.  Let’s do this!

KATIE CUTHBERTSON 13 Osterman
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SPORTS DAY RESULTS
Winner Girls Record Holder College 

Record Event 
Winner Record College 

Boys Holder Record 
I Eddy H Lambert ‘06 12.5 s 

Hurdles 

Minor S Reeves D Lambert ’08 12.4 s 
A Baker H Lambert ‘08 11.9 s Junior A Strother NEW RECORD 12.4 s 

A Bateman S Bell ‘08 12.6 s Inter M Pendleton S Spence ‘11 15.4 s 
J Watts A Scott ‘03 13.3 s Senior J Cummins A Gibson ‘08 16.2 s 

H B-Nkombo S Ferguson ’94 13.5 s 

100m 

Minor R Sparks L McNall ‘11 13.0 s 
E Kane S Ferguson ‘95 12.8 s Junior S Gorman NEW RECORD 11.5 s 
C Bush K Gould ‘94 12.7 s Inter C Mather D Robinson ‘04 11.3 s 
T Rose S Varty ‘11 13.1 s Senior J Gray I Johnson ‘07 11.3 s 

B Odunaya S Ferguson ‘94 28.8 s 

200m 

Minor E Hunter J Winter ‘05 27.5 s 
A Burbridge K Gould ‘93 27.4 s Junior E Lawther J Boyle ‘10 24.4 s 
K Clelland K Murphy ‘11 27.4 s Inter A Makepeace L McNall ‘07 23.8 s 
H Parkin S Montgomery 27.5 s Senior I Griffiths L McNall ‘09 23.3 s 
K Bailey Z Njie ‘06 49.7 s 400m 

(300m for 
minor and 
junior boys 
and all girls) 

Minor T Boyer L Morgan ‘10 46.5 s 
K Lemmon S Loraine ‘07 44.1 s Junior O Lewis J Warriner ‘14 39.2 s 
A Merricks R Jameson ‘07 45.2 s Inter O Symington D Robinson ‘05 52.3 s 

M Kay A Seadon ‘11 46.9 s Senior J Cummins N Montgomery ‘09 53.9 s 
I Eddy S Bell ‘05 2’38.1 min 

800m 

Minor R Sparks O Birney ’14 2’26.8 min 
A Baker S Bell ‘06 2’16.0 min Junior C Szpak T Oliver ‘08 2’08.9 min 
S Ward S Bell ‘08 2’17.0 min Inter L Trinstall N Montgomery ‘08 2’06.7 min 

S Birbeck S Montgomery ‘14 2’33.5 min Senior I Griffiths N Montgomery ‘09 2’03.5 min 
K Bailey S Bell ‘05 5’12.3 min 

1500m 

Minor T Bimer O Birney ‘14 4’55.4 min 
A Lewis S Bell ‘06 4’59.0 min Junior J Snowdon A Carr ‘14 4’34.2 min 

K Clelland S Bell ‘08 4’58.4 min Inter O Symington L McCourt ‘09 4’24.1 min 
M Kay C Gibson ‘00 5’10.2 min Senior J Cummins L McCourt ‘10 4’28.3 min 

N Jewiss S Harrison ‘92 7.90 m 

Shot 

Minor C Green C Smith ‘99 10.03 m 
A Burbidge K Devlin ‘97 8.94 m Junior S Gorman NEW RECORD 11.73 m 
A Bateman K Devlin ‘98 8.72 m Inter M Penny A Seraphine ‘09 11.94 m 

T Softly A Scott ‘03 9.18 m Senior A Lamb D Lambert ‘13 12.19 m 
K Ross S Barnes ‘96 16.90 m 

Discus 

Minor K Milne A Boyle ‘12 25.79 m 
M Fish NEW RECORD 22.25 m Junior L Lawrence J Skelton ‘04 36.05 m 

L Appleby G Kyle 22.5 m Inter L Lawrence J Skelton ‘06 34.65 m 
A Feetham A Scott ‘03 23.06 m Senior M Purdy D Hughes ‘09 33.80 m 
M Crocker L Jobling ’96 17.96 m 

Javelin 

Minor S Istrat C Bell ‘03 24.08 m 
S Byrne A Winkworth ‘00 26.47 m Junior E Lawther F Weatherill ‘13 39.50 m 

L Appleby A Winkworth ‘01 27.78 m Inter C Mather J Edwards ‘11 41.74 m 
J Watts A Winkworth ‘03 26.00 m Senior J Tomlinson P Leonard ‘05 34.67 m 

B Odunaya A Scott ‘98 1.35 m 
High 
Jump 

Minor T Boyer S Gorman ‘14 1.49 m 
N Bell S Bell ‘07 1.53 m Junior S Gorman P Reynolds ‘09 1.60 m 

A Bateman NEW RECORD 1.65 m Inter M Pendleton S Barras ‘97 1.76 m 
P Scott L Smales ‘06 1.54 m Senior L Eagle D Shorten ‘12 1.80 m 
I Eddy S Ferguson ‘94 4.11 m Long Minor G Chickwem J Winter ‘05 4.77 m 

A Burbridge L Smales ‘03 4.77 m Jump Junior O Lewis O Walker ‘08 5.90 m 
K Clelland L Smales ‘04 4.95 m  Inter A Makepeace O Walker ‘09 6.03 m 

J Watts S Montgomery 4.68 m  Senior J Gray F Nyadu ‘12 5.79 m 
S Rowland S Ward ‘13 8.21 m 

Triple 
Jump 

Minor J Gough C Mather ‘13 9.46 m 
K Lemmon K Cuthbertson ‘13 9.30 m Junior E Lawther G Ayres ’98 12.13 m 

S Ward O Ewart 9.69 m Inter C Mather L McNall ‘07 12.11 m 
P Scott R Shiel ‘00 11.66 m Senior J Griffiths J Cloak ‘02 12.18 m 
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SPORTS DAY

Upon the arrival of the staff and students at Gateshead Stadium, the excitement 
increased for the beginning of the year’s grandest House event - Sports Day.

The day commenced with Mr Stewart giving us a thought for the day, focusing on 
the importance of sportsmanship and the unique friendships that sport offers.  Not 
long after, the warm-up commenced, shortly followed by the main events of the day. 

The first was the high jump, shortly followed by shot putt, long and triple jump, 
javelin and discus, building the excitement for the highly anticipated sprints, relays 
and long-distance runs, but also giving some of the College’s most accomplished 
athletes the chance to demonstrate their skill.  Sam Gorman, Alexander Strother, 
Amelia Bateman and Oliver Lewis achieved college records, as well as boosting their 
own already extensive list of sporting achievements.  Sam recently achieved 6th 
place in the English Schools Championships, with a personal best of 1.75 metres.  

MATTHEW SHIELS 9 Cumming
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CHECKMATE?
Sixth Former James Cummins stunned both fellow students and teachers alike 
after defeating a top chess player at his own game in the annual House Chess 
competition.

James was one of 40 students taking part in House Chess; however, competing 
against the students (and knocking them out one by one!) was professional chess 
player Jonathan McLatchie.  Each student played a simultaneous match against 
Mr McLatchie; he moved around the various boards, making swift and calculated 
moves, before proceeding to the next student.  Despite our best efforts, we were all 
forced into checkmate, save James.  In order to increase the pressure upon James, Mr 
McLatchie imposed a five-second-move rule, which worked against him, causing him 
to make an error and allowing James to force his opponent into checkmate. 
“When you play 40 games at once, you do occasionally make a mistake,” explained 
Mr McLatchie.  “But I was very impressed with the way James played, and the 
standard of players in the College's chess club as a whole.” 

Mr Schneider, who runs Chess club, commented: “To be able to play someone of 
such a high standard is an amazing experience for all the players – to win is even 
better.  News spread around the College instantly!  I am sure this will encourage 
more people to play what is an excellent game that encourages strategic thinking, 
boosts memory and enriches learning.”

“It had been a long and complex game and I didn’t really notice his mistake.  Then I 
saw a chance and couldn’t believe it when it was checkmate.  I was ecstatic,” gushed 
James, on his victory.  However, this was not only a chance for James to demonstrate 
his skill, but also for some younger students to have a chance to test theirs.  One 
of the youngest players was Year 7 student Scott Brown.  He said: “It was really 
hard but I think I did quite well; I just got beaten by a better player.  I’m sure the 
experience will improve my game.  I have been playing for about five years – my dad 
taught me.  Perhaps now I will be able to beat him!” 

MATTHEW SHIELS 9 Cumming



TOO MANY COOKS …?
Students eagerly anticipated one of the College’s most tasty of traditions … the 
annual, and much-loved, Yes Chef competition.

Corinthians, Galatians and Romans Houses battled head to head to cook up a culinary 
concoction that matched no other.  Students worked diligently to prepare and cook 
an array of delights: a starter, a main course and a dessert.

The judges were dazzled by the degree of talent on display, with sparklers and 
popping candy catching the judges’ eyes and, ultimately, their taste-buds!

However, as always, there could be only one winner … This time, it was Galatians’ 
turn to triumph!

Constructing a menu of beetroot and apple soup with homemade plaited bread, 
Asian-themed barbecue and dazzling firework cake, Ashleigh Pulla, Josh Steer and 
Hannah Waterfield sieved, stirred and sliced their way to victory … and into the hearts 
of their captive audience.

Josh Steer, a familiar face in the Yes Chef competition, was delighted with his team’s 
performance, having been pipped to the post in previous years.  He commented: “I 
took part last year and wasn’t happy coming third, so I have spent a year thinking 
of the menu and am delighted to win.”  He was in good company, with budding 
chef Hannah Waterfield on side to lend a hand: “I think it would be great to be a 
professional chef and am really pleased to be in the winning House.”

Chief judge Douglas Jordan, chairman of NECTA, the North East Culinary Trade 
Association, said: “The food was bright, vibrant, tasty and well cooked.  The standard 
was exceptionally high and the students performed well under considerable 
pressure."

MISS GARDNER
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HOWZAT!
Our house cricketers met at Whickham Cricket Club on Friday 8 July.  It was 
an excellent day; every single player participated to their personal best.  They 
enjoyed playing against the elements; all four seasons of weather were on display 
during the course of the day.

Game One: Corinthians V Galatians
Matthew Purdy (Corinthians) won the toss and elected to bat.  Matthew opened 

with Alan Thompson and the pair quickly set about the Galatian’s bowling attack.  
Matthew was eventually caught out after scoring 47, with Ismael Ahmed offering 
excellent support, scoring 46 before himself being caught out.  The pick of the 
bowlers was Josh Etherington who had figures of 3-27 off three overs.  Corinthians 
finished on 136-7.  In response, Galatians played some good cricket; however, they 
lost wickets at regular intervals with Matthew Purdy picking up four wickets and Will 
Davis being the pick of the bowlers taking 4-9.

Game Two: Corinthians V Romans
As before, Matthew Purdy won the toss and elected to bat. On this occasion he was 
bowled for a royal duck, first ball by Dan Jeffery.  Corinthians went on to score 80, 
with 29 from Ismael Ahmed and 19 from Evan Lawther.  Bowling from Dan Jeffery, 
taking 2-7, and Chris Hewitt, 2-8, were the pick.  In response, Romans scored 68, 
with Alex Smith on 18 Not Out.  The pick of the bowling was Umar Ahmed taking 
2-11.

Game Three: Galatians V Romans
This turned out to be the most nail-biting game of the day with a run chase at the 
end that went right down to the wire.  The sporting behaviour of Romans house 
was particularly impressive; the boys who had not batted in the previous match 
were given the opportunity to open the batting.  Sam Jupp and Edward Bourn got 
them off to a decent start, both scoring 7.  Alex Smith added a further 12 to the total, 
leaving them with a total score of 50.  Musfiq Choudhury bowled the only wicket 
maiden of the day in this match.  In response, Reece Vinnicombe led the charge, 
scoring 18 and, with three overs remaining, the chase was down to a required run-
rate of less than a run a ball.  The final over came with Mueed Uddin stepping up 
to bowl the final over with 8 required.  Four wides were bowled and this left Musfiq 
Choudhury requiring a four of the final ball.  Mueed bowled a good ball that Musfiq 
was unable to play, leaving Romans the winners.

MR BAINS

OVERALL 
STANDINGS

1st Corinthians
2nd Romans
3rd Galatians

BRAINSTORMERS 
Do you know your Walkers from your ASDA Smart Price?  Well, pay attention, 
because you never know when you might need to.

Friday 11 December was certainly a day for competition, with House Chess, Yes Chef 
and Christmas Cracker. But, of course, we cannot forget Brainstormers.  Stepping 
up to take Mr Ward’s place this year was Mr Peterson, who tested our brains in every 
aspect from visual memory to obscure general knowledge.  Throughout the previous 
week, members of Corinthians, Galatians and Romans had battled it out within their 
Houses, in order to earn themselves a place on the team.  However, it was when the 
buzzer for period 4 sounded, that the real competition began. 

Throughout each multiple choice, observation and food tasting (namely, Jaffa cakes 
and crisps) rounds, each team appeared to be equal.  However, it was the final round 
that separated the Challengers from the Eggheads, with a winning House finally 
emerging.  Despite the furious efforts of all the Houses, there could only be one 
winner and this year it was Romans who rose victorious.

Without a doubt, the event was one of the most enjoyable House events of the year 
and we look forward to doing it all again next year!

NOAH CHARLTON 8 Colquitt and MATTHEW SHIELS 9 Cumming
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YOUR MISSION, SHOULD YOU 
CHOOSE TO ACCEPT IT …
Who? Lindsay Farrimond and Ian Farrimond
Where? Blantyre, Malawi, Africa
What? Missionary work in Malawi

On Monday 16 November 2015, Mr Ian Farrimond and Mrs Lindsay Farrimond 
(who used to work at Emmanuel College), came into College to talk to Year 7 about 
SIM (Serving in Mission) Malawi.  They talked to students about the country, their 
lifestyle, Bible translations, and what they are doing to help some of Africa’s poorest 
people.

Mr and Mrs Farrimond work in Malawi in Africa, and live in the commercial capital of 
Blantyre, which is towards the south of Malawi.  Malawi is roughly the same size as 
the UK.  They live in a bungalow on a big compound, which is one and a half acres 
in size, and is located near the office where they work.  Due to very poor electricity 
supplies, they experience regular power-cuts.

As Malawi is a very poor country, the local people see Mr and Mrs Farrimond as very 
rich; they would see most foreigners as rich, too!  For this reason, the Farrimonds are 
often confronted by people begging and trying to sell them things that they don’t 
really need at inflated prices.  There is a local woman who regularly brings fresh 
fruit and vegetables to sell to them at their home in the compound.  She walks long 
distances with a heavy basket of produce balanced on her head. 

Mr and Mrs Farrimond are Christian missionaries who spread the good news of God.  
They do this by helping to promote one of SIM Malawi’s goals of everybody having 
access to a Bible in their own language.  Ian is the Communications Co-ordinator 
and produces compelling editorial and video content.  Lindsay is a talented artist 
who also puts her skills to good use in spreading the good news of Jesus.

SIM Malawi is an organisation which works with people who are translating the 
Bible into different languages all over Africa and around the world.  Currently, 
532 languages enjoy a full translation of the Bible, and there are 2,195 languages 
still being processed; however, a whopping 1,860 languages haven’t even had a 
translation started!  As you can imagine, translating the Bible is a mammoth task.  In 
the world, 4.9 billion people have access to a full translation, 1.9 billion have access 
to a section of the Bible, and 0.2 billion have access to nothing at all!  

HANNAH EVANS 7 Gardner and 
SOPHIE ROWLAND 7 Hartley
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SOUTH AFRICA 
This term we spoke to Mr Bourn as he reflected on his trip to South 
Africa last summer.  He described the warmth and positivity of 
the South African people as the ultimate highlight of his trip 
especially as, while working in the townships, negative stories 
about AIDS and crime dominated the media. 

The government finally started facing up to the AIDS crisis, which Europe dealt with 
in the 1980s. There is an increasingly reduced number of AIDS cases in South African 
townships.  However as more young girls turn to prostitution in a divided society, 
there is little hope of resolving the problem within a generation.

In a township where there is a very low level of state welfare support in place, 
“the students were taken aback by the friendliness of the community and enjoyed 
spending time with the children, who were full of life. Townships are tough, but the 
people are fantastic.”

Despite the wealth-divide in South Africa, the culture is not materialistic and 
the people are neither miserable nor cynical.  Townships are increasingly 
entrepreneurial, and Mr Bourn believes there is always an opportunity to make extra 
money.

Those on the South Africa trip didn’t just spend time in the Tembisa Township, but 
also experienced the city of Johannesburg.  “Johannesburg is huge.  It is the business 
hub of South Africa and quite developed.  We could appreciate the progress made 
in this country at the Apartheid Museum, and we naturally enjoyed stroking the lion 
cubs at the zoo.”

Although South Africa is the richest country in Africa, it is the third worst in 
education.  The government is struggling to make education reforms, due to the 
power of teaching unions, and the rich rely on private education.

Mr Bourn noticed a change in the students who took part in the visit to South Africa.  
They became less materialistic, and found a new appreciation for their parents, 
college and teachers.  They realised that happiness is not what you own, and many 
would like to take a gap year in order to further their charity work, or take on more 
people-oriented careers. 

The children at Nokuphila do not experience much affection at home, and many 
are orphans.  There is no guarantee they will learn to read or write through the 
state school system.  However, subsidised schools offer hope to these children and 
hugely improve townships, with support from Emmanuel College.

Next year Mr Bourn will be taking a 
bigger group to South Africa from 
across the Emmanuel Schools 
Foundation, in order to build 
the school for which we 
raised the money.

KATIE WILSON
12 Simblet
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A PEARL IN AFRICA’S CROWN
Following last year’s massive success of the Emmanuel College 25th Anniversary 
Africa Appeal, the Charities Committee jumped straight into action as, on just the 
second Monday of term, we once again hosted the truly majestic Pearl of Africa 
Children’s Choir.  After stunning us all in Monday morning assembly once again, 
many students enjoyed receiving workshops of singing and dancing.

As always, the Pearl of Africa’s stunning performances touched us all, and 
demonstrated their potential for success, despite their seemingly difficult situation.  
Once again, their homemade gift stall was massively popular, with many enjoying 
purchasing jewellery, ornaments, or even drums.

Once the buzzer went at 4pm, the choir enjoyed a dinner supplied graciously by Mrs 
Harper and the catering team, before getting to play football with some members 
of the Sixth Form and Dr Parkhurst.  After this, the Pearl of Africa began to warm up 
for the spectacular concert which took place in the evening.  Half way through the 
performance, we enjoyed meeting everyone in the choir. From as young as six, they 
all stood forward giving their names and ambitions, some of which had been made 
possible by the Molly and Paul Foundation.  This amazing performance was a great 
way to end a spectacular, money-making day.

The Pearl of Africa Children’s Choir is one of the three main charities that the 
College supports annually. The Pearl of Africa is run and supported by the Molly 
and Paul Foundation, a charity which provides a home, education, and meals 
for orphans in Uganda.  The charity was started 27 years ago, for the purpose of 
helping disadvantaged children in east Africa.  The foundation also provides its own 
primary, secondary, medical, and agricultural education for some of the poorest, 
most disadvantaged children in Africa.  During the day, students from different year 
groups were given the opportunity to meet the children, as they told us of their 
ambitions of being doctors, vets, lawyers, politicians and even a DJ!   Their ambitions 
will hopefully, one day, become realities, through the support provided by the Molly 
and Paul Foundation.  This is all made possible by the money that we, and others, 
continue to raise.

Everyone, from the choir itself, to the volunteers who assist the choir, were full of 
enthusiasm and joy for the full duration of their visit.  During every performance, the 
one constant presence was their happiness and thankfulness; it was truly humbling 
to see that, even with so little, people can be so happy.  In everything they did, they 
took all the negative energy in the room and threw it out of the window, replacing 
it with an awesome, euphoric joy emitted through every note they sang, every beat 
they danced to and every harmony they struck. 

They truly stunned us all, and we already eagerly await their return.

JOSH STEER 11 Robson
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SETTING SAIL ON THE 
SEVEN SEAS
On 19 June 2016, 40 students from all four Emmanuel Schools set off as strangers, 
unaware of how life-changing the week ahead would be, and of how close we 
would all be by the end of our ten-day Tall Ships voyage.  After a long coach 
journey down to London we finally arrived at what would be our home for the 
next nine nights: the Stavros S Niarchos tall ship.  We set off the next day on our 
journey to Blyth, via the beautiful town of Brugge, Belgium.

Upon boarding the ship, we were assigned a watch: Red, White or Blue.  We 
would be eating, sleeping and working with these people throughout the 
journey, although we became close friends with everyone on board.  Each berth 
hosted eight ‘bunk-hammocks’, where we would spend the next nine nights, 
sharing snacks and staying up later than we probably should have, talking with 

our new friends from the other three schools.  Meal times were in two sittings, which 
rotated each day, so we always had a chance to eat with other watches.  We were fed 
well: full English, cereal, porridge and fruit were available every day for breakfast; 
a soup starter with delicious fresh baguette bread followed by a hot main meal for 
lunch, and tea consisting of a hot main meal and a dessert.

There were two main duties that an individual could be assigned to: Mess Man, 
where you helped in the galley (kitchen) or Day Worker, where you helped with 
tasks such as cleaning the decks and making sure every toilet had enough toilet roll!  
Thankfully, you only had to be Mess Man or Day Worker for one day.  The other main 
duty was being on watch – a responsibility completed with all members of your 
watch on The Bridge, from where the ship was controlled.  Jobs included helming 
(steering) the ship and being on lookout.  If you weren’t doing these, you could 
relax at the back of The Bridge, chatting and drinking much needed tea, but you had 
to be ready to take over at any point.  Each watch lasted two or four hours.  When 
we weren’t on watch or at a duty, we had time to relax with each other, eating our 
way through countless packets of ginger-nut biscuits, drinking tea and playing cards 
or chess or, if you preferred, just watching in the mess – where we also ate meals.  
At other times, we would head down to our bunks for a break and to hang out with 
each other.  Several hours were also spent relaxing on deck sunbathing throughout 
the trip.  One evening we even watched a film all together in the mess.  You could 
always find Mr Mustard and help him attempt to catch a fish over the side of the 
ship, although only one was ever caught!

While White Watch was on 4.00-8.00am watch on Wednesday morning, we arrived 
in sunny Brugge to a welcoming 28 degrees.  Later that day, we stepped onshore 
after a few days at sea.  Many of us regretted the decision not to wear shorts, as it 
was very sunny and humid!  We took a walk into the beautiful town square, before 
being allowed to split into small groups and look around.  Of course we were all 
eager to try the delicious chocolate, chips, waffles and ice cream Belgium had to 
offer!  That evening we had a very eventful inter-watch football tournament on a 
nearby field, which ended with a bang due to the thunderstorm overhead!  The next 
day we visited Brugge again and we stayed in the Brugge docks that night.

Throughout the trip there were many challenges, like restricting our water usage at 
certain points on the voyage, Happy Hour – an hour in the morning spent cleaning 
below deck.  Also, seasickness affected some people at times and everyone agreed 
the hammocks were difficult to adjust to at first.  Despite these things, the good 
points easily outweighed the bad.  It’s impossible to choose one favourite part of the 
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trip, but a few of the highlights include: sunbathing on deck, watching the sunset, 
visiting new places, climbing the rigging (one of the most demanding yet rewarding 
experiences), inter-watch competitions, such as rowing a timed lap around the 
Stavros, and even an opera on the last night, some very memorable performances 
… including parody songs, heartfelt messages and even five acts strutting down the 
mess’ catwalk!

During the voyage we all made new friends and memories; we were all so sad to 
leave each other on Tuesday morning, and many tears were shed!  We’re all still in 
touch and intend to meet up again.  The Tall Ships voyage was an amazing trip, one 
of the best weeks of our life, and we are so glad to have had the opportunity.

AMY BAKER 9 Parkinson and BECCA DAWES 9 Glover
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POSTCARD FROM THE 
KING’S ACADEMY

The exceptional privilege of participating in school 
life, in particular at an Academy with the heritage 
of The King’s, has been resonant since joining in 
September 2015, along with well over 200 new Year 
7s and Sixth Formers.  There is a unique opportunity 
that comes with any new arrival, whether as a student 
or staff member, including the chance to look with 
humility, freshness and critical appraisal at one’s 
new situation.  Whilst this must never be wasted, in 
joining an Emmanuel Schools Foundation academy it 
is impossible not also to be awed by the diligence and 
skill of one’s predecessors, and in this case those of Mr 
McQuoid and Mr Drew.

There will be points in life when you experience 
similar honour and blessing.  It may be when 
you become a Sixth Former, or gain your place at 
university, when you are appointed to a much desired 
job or secure your first business contract.  It may be 
when you take on that greatest calling of fulfilling 

family responsibilities.  Whatever it is, you will quickly 
encounter the enormous responsibilities and accountabilities that come with any 
position of honour – however great or small it may seem in the often uninformed 
eyes of the world – and there will always be surprises!

The King’s has had a wonderful past year, and one that has seen God’s blessing on 
the Academy, its staff and students.  “Education in the Truth for Life and Eternity” 
are eight words that capture the Academy’s purpose, with developing excellent 
‘character’ – not just of students but of staff and the whole Academy – having a 
huge part to play in this.  We have seen this year: a fabulous production of ‘Annie 
Jr’ (being followed by ‘Beauty and the Beast’ this autumn), amazing performances 
at The King’s from all four schools in the Business Game and ESF Olympics, 
overseas trips, including those to Barcelona, Mexico and Texas, fierce competition 
between our Houses, with Medes winning for the fifth successive year, outstanding 
achievement at A Level, with this having been our best year ever, and at GCSE.  

Students’ attendance leapt by 2,000 days this year and, although we can’t fully 
quantify the value of this, it meant that education worth more than the cost of a new 
Porsche 911 wasn’t wasted.  (As a former engineer in automotive manufacturing, 
King’s students are becoming familiar with such comparisons).

Little of this would have happened in Teesside had we not been your sibling in 
the ESF family, albeit one that is rather competitive ...  We send you our greetings, 
thanking God whose Son was sent as our Saviour, that we are part of this great 
family.

DAVID DAWES Principal



91

POSTCARD FROM 
BEDE ACADEMY
Dear Friends,

It has been a tremendous year for us as we have once again 
seen our students go from strength to strength, and there is 
much to be thankful for.  Last year, Bede students produced 
their best-ever set of examination results at Year 6, GCSE, AS 
and A2.  I continue to be amazed by the effort, determination 
and achievements of our students to reach their personal best, and am humbled by the 
commitment and dedication of our staff.

As we begin our eighth year as an Academy, it is a true joy to see students flourishing 
personally and academically from age 3 up to 19.  The journey has not been without its 
challenges but, as with all aspects of life, it is through these challenges that we learn, grow 
and develop, and I am truly proud of all that the staff and students have accomplished. 

Aside from academic achievements we have had an excellent year for sport, with 29 
new records being set at Sports Day, over 200 students celebrating the year’s sporting 
achievements at the Sports Awards Dinner in July and, of course, a particular highlight was 
being crowned winners at the ESF Olympics! 

The Music Department celebrated a year of many successes, particularly students’ 
achievements in their ABRSM examinations and the excellent results from our GCSE and 
A-Level musicians.  Alongside their academic prowess, our musicians have performed in 
many events throughout the year, both within the Academy and in the community.  The 
pinnacle of their experiences was the Department’s visit to Barcelona, where 40 members of 
the Cantata Choir and Jazz Band gave top-quality performances to large Spanish audiences.  
As well as performing, the students enjoyed sight-seeing and experiencing the local culture, 
including paella-tasting and flamenco-dancing! 

It was a delight to welcome past Bede students back for our first alumni event in March.  
Alumni students competed against current Bede students in an afternoon of sporting 
activities, and the event finished with a fantastic alumni dinner.  It was such a joy to meet 
past students and listen to their experiences and how they are thriving in their endeavours, 
whether that be at University, in apprenticeships and even setting up their own businesses, 
and I look forward to our alumni programme growing in future years.

Perhaps the most memorable event of the year was Presentation Day which is always a 
highlight, but this year the students took the standard to new heights. Staff and students 
were joined by parents as we celebrated the efforts and successes of students at Bede North 
and South.  We were delighted to welcome Baroness Caroline Cox as our guest speaker, who 
spoke on the theme: Doing Difficult Things and the Importance of Perseverance.  As well as 
celebrating the awards, we were also treated to some outstanding performances by Bede’s 
musical students.  The performance of the Les Misérables medley is something that will live 
long in all of our memories. 

As you reflect on the past year at your school in this Yearbook I trust you will be reminded of 
the many reasons you have to be thankful and all that you have to be grateful for in 2015-
2016.  I wish you every blessing for the coming year and trust you will have many more 
reasons to rejoice over the next 12 months.

Yours sincerely

GWYNETH EVANS Principal
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It hardly feels like five minutes since I was being asked for the 
last postcard, and here I find myself writing another.  A year in 
the life of the Academy seems to fly past – probably because 
it is so packed with activity and excitement that it can feel like 
there is hardly time to draw breath before hurtling into the 
next event.  This year has been no exception to that, and we 
have managed to pack a lot into the busy calendar of events.  
These are just a small selection of the highlights …

At Prize Giving, we considered “what if?”: what if no one likes 
me?  What if all my friends desert me?  What if, what if, what 

if?!  We heard from our Head Girl, Yasmin Mosby, about her exciting new career 
with Doncaster Belles Football Club as a professional footballer, an ex-student, 
Joshua Taylor, who is qualifying as a doctor, and saw a martial arts display from a 
highly decorated multiple world champion, Sophie Hawkins.  Incredible talents with 
incredible commitment, who did not let their fears dominate their ambitions – they 
didn’t let the “what if?” questions defeat them.

Earlier in the year, we saw one of the best performances we have ever witnessed in 
the Academy.  Our students and staff turned the main hall into the grasslands of the 
Savannah complete with Pride Rock, as lions and a host of other animals took to the 
stage.  Of course, this was for Disney’s The Lion King (Jnr) and we were thoroughly 
entertained throughout the sell-out show.  The community response was amazing 
as we printed more tickets and set out more chairs every night.  The artwork and 
costumes just added to the sense of occasion – complete with life-size elephant 
ambling through the crowd.

“I’ve been to many places in the world, but nothing comes even close to this.  The 
friendships you make here are absolutely wonderful.”  This is what one student 
said on our first-ever trip to Romania for Year 11 students.  The students sampled 
the local cuisine, bathed in mud, swam in salt lakes and hiked up mountains!  They 
spent half a day with teenage volunteers from the charity ‘SMILE’, an organisation 
which helps in various children’s homes in Ramnicu Valcea, as well as seeing some 
of the places where Samaritan’s Purse delivers our Christmas shoeboxes.  Each day 
began by looking at an encounter with Jesus from John’s Gospel.  There were also 
opportunities throughout the day to see real faith in action.  Everyone was struck by 
how the Taranu family (their hosts) lived their lives for God.  It was an incredible trip 
and the staff can’t wait to take another group this year.

The Three Peaks Challenge saw a record number of students and staff attack the 
20-mile route which had to be completed within 12 hours.  As ever, everyone rose to 
the challenge.  It is always good to have staff, who have not had a go before, walking 
and supporting the students – sometimes it is the other way round!  Over £1,200 
was raised for the Academy charities in the day, with some tired feet and legs – but a 
great deal of satisfaction too!

We look forward to another year working together with our sister schools, and wish 
you all every blessing during 2016-17.

DAVID PAGE Principal

POSTCARD FROM TRINITY 
ACADEMY
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THE SENIOR BOARD 
Mr J Winch - Principal
Mr M Waterfield - Head of School
Mr S Grant - Vice Principal 
Mr M Hall - Vice Principal 
Mr T Sims - Director of Teaching School
Mr G Steer - Assistant Vice Principal 
Mr S Gill - Senior Tutor 
Mrs M Green - Director of English
Mr P McKenzie - Director of RE
Mr D Ridley - Director of Mathematics

PASTORAL HEADS 
Mr N Ogborn - Deputy Senior Tutor
Mr D Greenshields 
Mr P Ingham 
Mr T Oakes 
Mrs L Simblet 
Mrs A Spurr 
Miss J Thompson 
 
ART
Miss J Butterfield (Head of Department)
Mrs S Cockell 
Mrs S Oakes 

BUSINESS EDUCATION
Mr S Robson (Head of Department)
Mr S Hennessey (Head of ICT)
Miss D Baker 
Mr J Griffiths
Miss K Newton 
Mrs L Rowland
Mrs L Simblet 
Mr N Wiecek 

DRAMA
Mrs P Wells (Head of Department)
Miss R Oliver 

ENGLISH 
Mrs M Green (Director of Department)
Miss B Brown
Mrs S Cox 
Miss E Gardner
Mr S Grant
Miss A Hennessey
Mrs H Murthy 
Ms P Osterman 
Mr A Oughton 
Miss J Philipson
Mrs A Scott
Mrs R Scott
Miss K Simpson
Mrs M Hallam-Wooler 

ECONOMICS
Mr G Clarke (Head of Economics)

GEOGRAPHY 
Mr L Yellowley (Head of Department)
Ms A Colquitt 
Mrs K Heptinstall 
Mrs J Normanton
Mr T Sims
Mrs K Smith

HISTORY 
Mr S Bees (Head of Department)
Mrs G Buckley 
Mr J Ferstenberg
Mr S Gill 
Miss L Greenwood
Mr N Ogborn 

INDIVIDUALISED LEARNING 
Mrs N Armour 

MATHEMATICS 
Mr D Ridley (Director of Mathematics)
Mr D Caleya Chetty
Mr W Cumming 
Miss J Hamilton
Mrs V Higgins
Ms N Joshi
Mr P Lawrence 
Mr J Lloyd 
Dr S Parkhurst 
Miss S Parkinson
Mrs R Renshaw 
Mr B Wood

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
Mr T Oliver (Head of Department)
Mrs A Neibig (Head of German)
Miss C Allen 
Miss H Daglish
Mrs R Magee
Mr S Mulgrew
Mrs K Roberts 
Mrs A Scott
Mrs A Spurr 
Miss L Walker
Mr P Ward

MUSIC 
Mrs D Dueck (Head of Department)
Mr E Bourn
Mr M Cragg

STAFF OF 2015-2016
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Mr S Leonard (Head of Department)
Mr P Ingham (Head of Department from Jan’16)
Miss V Aspinwall
Mr D Bains
Mrs J Begg
Mrs R Dawson
Mr L Lacey
Miss E Routledge

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Mr P McKenzie (Director of Religious Education)
Miss J Thompson (Head of Community & Ethos)
Mr D Greenshields 
Mr D Schneider 
Mr L Spence
Mr J Wood

SCIENCE 
Mr C Farrelly (Head of Department & Physics)
Mr D Bourn
Mr S Layfield
Miss B Milburn
Mr J Simmons
Dr D Howe (Head of Biology)
Miss R Clegg
Mr M Hall 
Dr D Hartley
Mrs N Milburn 
Mr T Oakes
Miss J Teasdale
Mr D Osman (Head of Chemistry)
Miss H Davies
Miss K Davies-Walters
Miss L Jarvis
Miss S McKenna
Mr R Stewart 

TECHNOLOGY 
Mr P Ogden (Head of Department)
Mr D Hagon (Head of Electronics)
Mr J Honey (Head of Engineering)
Mrs L Glover  
Mr K Miah 
Mr D Mustard 
Mr C Peterson 
Mr G Phillips 
Mr G Steer 
Mr G Thompson 

SUPPORT STAFF
Mrs S Longton (P.A. to the Principal)

ACADEMIC OFFICE 
Dr K Benbow (Head of Data Services)
Mrs L Rickman 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
Mrs M Jackson (Head of Department)
Mrs C Boath 
Mrs C Clark
Mrs A Glaister

Miss M Jopling 
Mrs C Thompson 
Mrs A Whiteley

AUDIOVISUAL SERVICES 
Mr S Richardson (AV Services Manager)
Mrs V Dixon 
Mrs S Fingleton 
Mr G Nattrass 

FACILITIES 
Mr I Wildgoose (Facilities Manager)
Mr T Alexander
Mr G Wilson

FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Mrs P Everitt (Finance Officer)
Mrs J Allinson 

HOUSE MANAGERS 
Mrs M Banks (Galatians)
Mrs G Lisk (Corinthians)
Mrs S Rogerson (Romans)
Mrs A Rutter

LEARNING SUPPORT 
Mrs J Birleson 
Mrs G Corner 
Mrs L Curry
Mr L Lacey
Mrs G Lisk
Mrs R Saul
Mrs K Smith

LIBRARY & INFORMATION SERVICES
Miss J Philipson (Head of Department)
Mr J Johnson

NETWORK SERVICES 
Mr C Middlemas (Network Services Manager)
Mr A Lewis 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
Mrs J Atkinson (Senior Science Technician)
Mr B Buckley 
Mrs L Herring 
Mr M Hern

TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
Mr D Runciman 
Mr S Thomas 
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