
 
6 November 2020 
 
Dear Parent 
 
I am extremely proud of our students who continue to conduct themselves in a mature and 
purposeful way, demonstrating character at an undoubtedly challenging time for us all. At 
Emmanuel College we are delighted that we are able to remain open and serve young people by 
providing outstanding education, working particularly hard to ensure that students catch up on any 
work missed during the first national lockdown. We continue to believe that Emmanuel is a safe 
place and the best place for students to be. We are delighted that parents and students are 
supporting that view and I can report that our attendance is as strong as usual. 
 
Update on positive COVID-19 cases 
I can confirm that there have been four new confirmed cases of COVID-19 since I last wrote to you – 
one case in Year 8, one case in Year 10, one case in Year 11, and one case in Year 12. In each case we 
have been able to identify close contacts of the affected students and act accordingly. The numbers 
affected by this are low but I wish to remind parents that if your child develops symptoms of COVID-
19, they should stay at home and not come into College. We continue to liaise with Gateshead Public 
Health, and they remain supportive of Emmanuel’s procedures in response to the pandemic. 
 
Assessments 
There have been some queries about assessments. As assessments are taking place in a more 
flexible way this term, results are being provided directly to students when they become available. I 
encourage you to have a conversation with your child on a weekly basis regarding the feedback they 
have received from these assessments, which are designed to identify gaps with a view to them 
catching up what may have been missed during the first lockdown. 
 
Charity initiative 
Support for charities locally and internationally has been an important part of the life of Emmanuel 
for many years. This year, COVID-19 restrictions mean that we are not able to engage with the wide 
range of fundraising activities we usually encourage students to participate in. However, I am sure 
you will acknowledge that at this time the need in our society is as great as ever. As such, we would 
like, as a community this term, to raise money through online giving, proving support to three 
charities chosen by the College community. 
 
Over the last few weeks students have been encouraged to put forward suggestions of charities that 
will address the basic needs of people in society, assist with mental health and general health needs. 
The next step in this process is for us as a community to decide on which three charities we will be 
supporting this term. To that end, can I ask that, with your child, you complete the following survey. 
You will be asked to select your top three charities from the list that has been put forward by 
students. You will find links to the charities if you wish to find out more about them. 
 
I hope you will join us in this endeavour and I look forward to announcing the chosen charities and 

the way you can help. You can find the survey here. 

 
Social media 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KjXqEW-MvkOdRU6rYU5-Az4PxEYOvkJNsHU5TSsxksRUNVJFS0VCM09FMVRDUFNVVjZNUDVWQ1RZTC4u


A small number of parents have made us aware that there is a photograph circulating on social 
media of students failing to social distance in a school. We understand that the name of the school 
where the photograph was taken is Immanuel College in Bradford. Hence, there has been some 
confusion and concern that the photograph was taken at Emmanuel College Gateshead. 
 
I can assure you that the photograph was not taken at Emmanuel College Gateshead (a brief study of 
the photograph makes this clear – the students are not wearing Emmanuel uniform and the building 
is not ours) and that the atmosphere within Emmanuel College Gateshead is calm and safe. I am 
grateful to those parents who have dispelled rumours online about the photograph originating at 
Emmanuel College Gateshead. 
 
 
It has been a great start to the new half-term and I am confident that this positivity will continue 
over the next few weeks, however challenging they may be. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Matthew Waterfield 
Principal 
 


