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THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Year 10 

Year 10 Autumn, Half-Term 1 Autumn, Half-Term 2 Spring, Half-Term 1 

Unit Title Theme D: Religion, Peace and 
Conflict 

Theme H: Mark’s Gospel as a 
Source of Religious, Moral and 
Spiritual Truth 
The Kingdom of God 

Theme H: Mark’s Gospel as a 
Source of Religious, Moral and 
Spiritual Truth 
Faith and Discipleship 

Key 
Question(s)? 

What do the religious 
traditions of Great Britain say 
about issues of peace and 
conflict in our world? 

What did Jesus teach about the 
Kingdom of God? 

What did Jesus teach about 
being a follower of him? 

Threshold 
Concepts 

War is the use of force 
between nations to settle 
conflict, while peace is the 
absence of war. War is caused 
by a range of reasons, some of 
which can be justified by the 
‘just war theory’.  
 
Pacifism is the belief that 
armed conflict is wrong. Some 
pacifists use non-violent 
protest as a means of 
changing the law.  
 
Terrorism is the use of 
violence, or the fear of 
violence, as a means to 
achieve a political goal.  
 
Weapons of mass destruction 
can be atomic, biological, or 
chemical. The use of them is 
illegal and morally 
reprehensible. 

Christians believe that the 
Kingdom of God can be 
understood as a present reality 
and a future hope. It is also the 
case that many Christians 
believe that the kingdom is a 
personal inner state and that 
Christians today are called to be 
a community as the ‘first fruits’ 
of the kingdom. 
 
In this unit students will explore 
six narratives from Jesus’s 
ministry as recorded in Mark’s 
gospel. Through these passages 
they will encounter key 
features of Christian teaching, 
including: 
 
The teachings of the parables of 
the kingdom regarding the 
growth of the kingdom and its 
welcome to non-Jewish 
(gentile) believers. 
 
The way that ‘citizens of the 
kingdom’ should respond to 
wealth and one another. 

Christians believe that all 
people who believe in Jesus 
are his disciples, or followers. 
 
In this unit students will 
explore six narratives from 
Jesus’s ministry as recorded in 
Mark’s gospel. Through these 
passages they will encounter 
key features of Christian 
teaching, including: 
 
The breadth of people who 
were called by Jesus shows 
that all can be disciples, 
regardless of background.  
 
The twelve are called to 
spread the message of Jesus 
and this mission is the same 
for disciples today.  
 
Christians should expect 
persecution for their faith, and 
will experience times of 
testing. Peter’s denial of Jesus 
and later restoration are 
testament to the grace of the 
message of Jesus.  
 

Link to Prior 
Knowledge 

Christians believe that all 
people are made in the image 
of God and therefore life is 
sacred.  
 

The kingdom is partly 
evidenced by the miracles of 
Jesus as studied in Year 9 and 
Year 8. 
 

This ties in with the previous 
unit on the Kingdom of God 
(indeed, in the previous GCSE 
they were both part of the 
same unit). Being a disciple is 



Jesus taught that we should 
love our enemies and avoid 
being judgmental about 
others. 
 
Jesus willingly went to unjust 
death despite his innocence, 
in order to save others, even 
though he could have stopped 
it violently. This suggests a 
preference for pacifism. 
 

The kingdom is prophesied to 
David, and the fulfilment of this 
is said to be in the annunciation 
of Jesus’s birth to Mary, both 
studied in Year 8. 
 
Ideas about Messianic 
expectation learned in Year 9 
are relevant here.  

part of being in the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
The theme of persecution, 
present in Background to Mark 
and the Kingdom of God is 
looked at in more detail here. 

 Spring, Half-Term 2 Summer, Half-Term 1 Summer, Half-Term 2 

Unit Title Theme H: Mark’s Gospel as a 
Source of Religious, Moral and 
Spiritual Truth 
Jesus’s Relationship With 
Those Disregarded by Society 

Theme E: Religion, Crime and 
Punishment 

Judaism: Beliefs and 
Teachings, Part 1 

Key 
Question(s)? 

What does Jesus’s example 
teach us about how we should 
treat others? 

What do the religious traditions 
of Great Britain say about how 
we should respond to crime, 
criminals and the victims of 
crime? 

What are the fundamental 
beliefs of Orthodox and 
Reform Jews today? 

Threshold 
Concepts 

Christians believe that they 
have a responsibility to follow 
Jesus’s example and to reach 
out to those in today’s society 
who are considered to be 
disregarded or outcasts. 
 
In this unit students will 
explore six narratives from 
Jesus’s ministry as recorded in 
Mark’s gospel. Through these 
passages they will encounter 
key features of Christian 
teaching, including: 
 
Jesus’s willingness to associate 
with the sick, the social 
outcast and the foreigner and 
the implications for how we 
today interact with others.  
 
Jesus’s remarks concerning 
the widow at the treasury and 
the woman in the anointing at 
Bethany highlight the 
significance of sacrificial giving 
in the lives of Christians today. 
 

Many argue that there are 
matters of absolute morality, 
where something is always 
right or wrong no matter what 
the circumstances, and relative 
morality, where the 
circumstances dictate the 
morality of the action. An 
example of this would be civil 
disobedience in response to an 
unjust law. 
 
Crime has a range of causes and 
society has a responsibility to 
punish criminal acts. 
Punishment is motivated by the 
four aims of punishment: 
retribution, reformation, 
deterrence, and protection. 
There are a range of methods 
of punishment used in the UK 
legal system today. Corporal 
punishment and capital 
punishment are no longer 
applied.  
 

Judaism teaches that God is 
one, and completely different 
from any other living being. He 
is the Creator God who reveals 
himself to the world through 
the creation. As a result, some 
Jews seek to redistribute 
resources across the world 
more evenly.  
 
Judaism teaches that God is 
just, merciful and loving. These 
attributes of God are 
celebrated in the festival of 
Rosh Hashanah.  
 
Judaism teaches that God will 
send an anointed leader for his 
covenant people, known as the 
Messiah. Orthodox Jews 
believe this will be an 
individual, descended from 
David while Reform Judaism 
teaches that the messianic age 
is a corporate goal to be 
worked towards. 

Link to Prior 
Knowledge 

This unit builds on units that 
have looked at Jesus’s 
interaction with others, 
including his miracles in the 
Identity of Jesus and his 
teaching in the Work of Jesus 

This unit draws on a Christian 
understanding of the cross 
from Year 7 when students 
learned about God being both 
loving and just. 
 

This unit has links to: Christian 
beliefs in Year 7 by way of 
contrast; the Birth of Israel in 
Year 7 as it includes the 
patriarchs and covenants, and 
the conquest of the promised 



in Year 8, and Theme G in Year 
9, as well as other passages in 
Theme H in Y10. 
 

It also links to work done on the 
cross at the beginning and end 
of Year 9. 
 
Furthermore, it links with 
Theme H when considering 
Jesus’s interactions with 
outcasts and the relationship 
between the Kingdom of God 
and secular governments. 
 
Finally, an understanding of the 
Christians’ relation to the state 
in Theme D, based on Romans 
13, is also relevant here. 
 

land; the Kingdom of Israel in 
Year 8 as it includes Elijah, 
David, Solomon and the 
Temple; Judaism in Year 8; 
Messianic expectation in the 
Later Ministry in Year 9. 

Knowledge 
and 
Sequencing 
Rationale 
 

Mark’s gospel is finished in Year 10 and there are a few reasons for this. Firstly, it is the part of the 
GCSE that students struggle with the most, so completing it first allows for time to rehearse it 
through retrieval practice. Secondly, the GCSE course has a symbiotic nature, whereby aspects of 
Mark’s gospel are relevant to the ethical themes, Judaism, and Christianity, and it provides a great 
deal of evidence to draw from. Theme G and Theme H are separated by Theme D: Peace and 
Conflict, and this is partly because it allows for some interleaving of topics, as well as giving 
students a break from Mark’s gospel. Theme E: Crime and Punishment follows on well from the 
last unit on Theme H: Jesus’s Relationship with Those Disregarded by Society, partly because it 
concerns the forgiveness of sinners and partly because it concerns the treatment of outcasts. This 
finishes all the content for Paper 2, so that by the trial exam in November students can be given 
Paper 2 in its entirety. The Judaism content for Paper 1 begins next for a few reasons. Judaism 
could be completed by the trial exams in November, allowing for a full assessment. It is also a part 
of the course that students struggle with more, so there is more time for retrieval practise and 
revision. One could choose to move back and forth between Judaism and Christianity as the 
corresponding topics are taught (e.g. prayer in both religions), but this may cause too much 
confusion and prevents students from being able to grasp Judaism as a whole religion. 

 


