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THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Year 11 

Year 11 Autumn, Half-Term 1 Autumn, Half-Term 1 and 2 Autumn, Half-Term 2 and 
Spring, Half-Term 1 

Unit Title Judaism: Beliefs and Teachings, 
Part 2 

Judaism Practices Christianity: Beliefs and 
Teachings 

Key 
Question(s)? 

What are the fundamental beliefs 
of Orthodox and Reform Jews 
today? 

What are the key practices 
of Orthodox and Reform 
Jews today?  

What are the key beliefs and 
teachings of Christianity? 

Threshold 
Concepts 

Judaism teaches that the end of 
life is as natural as birth, and that 
death does not mark the end of 
existence. There is debate within 
Judaism as to what happens after 
death. 
 
Judaism teaches that when God 
made his covenant with Abraham 
the Jews were set apart as God’s 
covenant people and that God’s 
covenant with Moses directly 
connected to the people’s 
obedience to God’s 
commandments with their role as 
his chosen people. 
 
There are a number of key moral 
principles within Judaism that are 
explored in the TeNaKh including 
justice, charity, and kindness to 
others.  
Jews believe that human life is 
sacred, or infinitely precious. 
Pikuach Nefesh is the principle 
that the preservation of human 
life is more important than any 
other command because human 
life is sacred. 
 
The commandments found in the 
Torah are known as the mitzvoth 
and the Talmud states that there 
are 613 mitzvot in the Torah, 365 
‘prohibitions’ or commands not to 
do and 248 positive commands, 
or commands to do. 
 

The Jewish place of worship 
is a synagogue and these 
places play a central role in 
the religious and cultural life 
of Jews today. Synagogues 
have the same key features 
which reflect Jewish beliefs 
and shape the way that Jews 
today worship together.  
 
The sacred text of Judaism is 
the TeNaKh and the dietary 
laws of Judaism are a 
practical way that Jews 
today remember their 
covenant promises with 
God.  
 
Prayer is a key practice in 
Judaism. It provides Jews 
with the opportunity to 
reflect on their relationship 
with God, the mitzvoth and 
one another. The Hebrew 
word for prayer is Tefillah 
and key prayers include the 
Shema and the Amidah.  
 
The Shabbat is a key practice 
in the life of a Jew. It is a day 
of rest that originates in 
creation and the Ten 
Commandments and is 
observed in both synagogues 
and homes. 
 
There are two key rituals in 
the childhood of Jews today: 

Christianity is a monotheistic 
faith and believes in a triune 
God. The persons of the Holy 
Trinity are God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
Christians believe that Jesus 
Christ is God ‘incarnate’ and 
that this is reflected in the 
teachings of the New 
Testament. Jesus’s death and 
resurrection are fundamental to 
the Christian faith. 
 
Christianity is the main religious 
tradition of Great Britain. 
Within Christianity there are 
several denominations including 
the Church of England and the 
Roman Catholic Church.  
 
Christians believe that God is 
loving, all-powerful and just. 
This is sometimes challenged by 
the logical problem of evil. 
Christians also believe that God 
is the creator of all things. There 
are a range of theories within 
science and religious belief as to 
how the world began.  
 



the Brit Milah and the 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah which mark 
boys and girls becoming sons 
and daughters of the 
commandments. 
 
Marriage is a key ritual 
within Judaism. It is seen as 
a creation of God for the 
bettering of mankind and is 
sacred. 
 
Festivals provide a key ritual 
and practice in the life of 
Jews today. These include 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur 
& Pesach. 

Link to Prior 
Knowledge 

This unit has links to: Christian 
beliefs in Year 7 by way of 
contrast; the Birth of Israel in Year 
7 as it includes the patriarchs and 
covenants, and the conquest of 
the promised land; the Kingdom 
of Israel in Year 8 as it includes 
Elijah, David, Solomon and the 
Temple; Judaism in Year 8; 
Messianic expectation in the Later 
Ministry in Year 9. 
 
Furthermore, there are links to 
the idea of the sanctity of life 
encountered in Themes D and E. 

This unit has links to the 
Birth of Israel in Year 7 as it 
includes the Exodus which is 
what is celebrated at 
Passover, as well as the 
Judaism unit in Year 8. By 
way of contrast, it has 
connections with the study 
of Islam in Year 8. 

Christians believe that God is 
triune God. That means that he 
is three in one; God the Father, 
God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Christians believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. Many 
Christians believe that his public 
ministry, death and resurrection 
are of first importance and that 
at his crucifixion Jesus bore the 
judgement that humanity 
deserved. 
 
Christians believe that the Bible 
is God’s special revelation to 
humanity. There are a range of 
opinions within Christianity 
about how the Bible should be 
interpreted.  
 
Christians believe that God is 
worthy of worship. This takes 
place in a range of settings and 
styles. 

 Spring Half-Terms 1 and 2 

Unit Title Christianity: Practices 

Key 
Question(s)? 

What are the key practices of Christianity? 

Threshold 
Concepts 

Christian worship takes a variety of forms. The historical denominations of Christianity often worship 
with a set liturgy, while more contemporary expressions of Christianity either have no liturgy or an 
informal style. 
 
Prayer is the means by which Christians believe they can communicate with God. There are ‘set 
prayers’ within the Christian tradition, including the Lord’s prayer, although prayer can be 
spontaneous. 
 



Christianity includes sacraments, or holy signs. These are baptism and Holy Communion. Different 
denominations of Christianity interpret these signs in different ways. 

Link to Prior 
Knowledge 

Christians believe that God is triune God. That means that he is three in one: God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
 
Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Many Christians believe that his public ministry, 
death and resurrection are of first importance and that at his crucifixion Jesus bore the judgement 
that humanity deserved. 
 
Christians believe that the Bible is God’s special revelation to humanity. There are a range of 
opinions within Christianity about how the Bible should be interpreted.  
 
Christians believe that God is worthy of worship. This takes place in a range of settings and styles. 

Knowledge 
and 
Sequencing 
Rationale 
 

Judaism is completed by the trial exams so that it can be examined fully and benefit from retrieval 
practice over the course of the rest of Year 11. While there may be debate about the extent to which 
belief precedes practice or vice versa in Judaism, we feel that gaining an understanding of the basic 
beliefs of Judaism is necessary prior to studying the practices. This is also the case for Christianity, 
and it is studied last because students are most familiar with it, as well as it being supported greatly 
by the curriculum through KS3 and KS4, and particularly the understanding of the Bible narrative and 
theology that will have been learnt. 

 


