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THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Year 8 

Year 8 Autumn, Half-Term 1 Autumn, Half-Term 2 Spring, Half-Term 1 

Unit Title The Kingdom of Israel Judaism The Identity of Jesus 

Key 
Question(s)? 

What was the Kingdom of 
Israel? 

What is Judaism? What do the birth, claims and 
signs of Jesus teach us about 
who Jesus is? 

Threshold 
Concepts 

The nation of Israel wanted a 
king, like the nations around 
then. David was anointed to 
be the second king of Israel 
because of the quality of his 
character.  
 
David is regarded as the 
greatest king of ancient Israel 
because of his military and 
political successes and his 
authoring of many of the 
Psalms. God’s promise to him 
that his throne would endure 
forever connects him to 
messianic expectation and 
fulfilment. 
 
Solomon succeeded David and 
established the Temple. 
However, his disobedience to 
God led to his downfall. 
 
The Kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah were defeated by the 
Assyrian and Babylonian 
Empires, leading to the exile 
of the people of Israel. 

Judaism is a monotheistic 
religion. Jews believe that God is 
one and this made the Jews 
different from the other 
religious communities as the 
religion began. 
 
Jews believe that God revealed 
himself to his people through 
the written (TeNaKh) and oral 
(Talmud) law.  
 
Jews today believe that they 
have the opportunity to respond 
to God and his covenant 
promises to them. This includes 
the observance of the Shabbat 
and the mitzvoth and the 
celebration of festivals.  
 
The Jewish year has a number of 
key festivals that help them to 
recall their history and to build 
their relationship with God, 
including the festivals of Pesach, 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
 
The history and role of the 
temple in Judaism. 
 

Christians believe that the 
birth of Jesus demonstrates 
that Jesus is the son of God, 
descended from David and 
sent to be a saviour. 
 
Jesus uses the phrase ‘I am’ to 
describe himself in John’s 
gospel. This reflects the name 
of God described in Exodus 
and Christians believe that 
Jesus is here claiming to be 
divine.  
 
Christians believe that Jesus 
worked miracles during his 
ministry on earth. These 
miracles were a 
demonstration of Jesus’s 
authority and are often used 
as a sign by the gospel 
authors to an element of 
Jesus’s person or teaching. 

Link to Prior 
Knowledge 

Christians believe that God 
established his covenant with 
Abraham and Moses. 
 
Christians believe that this 
covenant relationship is 
explained and protected in the 
covenant law.  
 

The concept of a divine being 
that reveals itself by both 
general and special revelation. 
 
The concept of covenant.  
 
The narratives of the 
establishing of the covenants 
between God and Abraham and 
God and Moses. 

The Christian belief that God 
is a Triune God; God the 
Father, God the Son and God 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Christian belief that God 
the Son, Jesus, is at work in 
creation and in salvation. 
 



Christians believe that sin – 
the rejection of God’s 
authority – has consequences. 
 
Christians believe that the 
nation of Israel is part of God’s 
plan of salvation to redeem 
humanity and restore 
creation. 
 

 
The Kingdom of Israel and its 
downfall into the separate and 
exiled nations of Israel and 
Judah. 
 
The concept of the trinitarian 
God in Christianity contrasts 
with the Jewish understanding 
of God as one but not three. 
 

The concept of covenant and 
the promises made to David 
by God in 2 Samuel. 
 
The idea of a messiah, and 
that God’s plan of salvation 
involved the calling of the 
nation of Israel. 

 Spring, Half-Term 2 Summer Term 

Unit Title Islam  The Work of Jesus, Part 1 

Key 
Question(s)? 

What are the central beliefs 
and practices of Islam? 

Why do Christians believe Jesus came to earth? What was his 
‘mission’? 

Threshold 
Concepts 

The word ‘Islam’ means 
submission and a Muslim is 
one who submits to the will of 
Allah and seeks to be obedient 
to him. Muslims believe that 
Allah is ‘one’, eternal, all-
powerful, all-knowing and all-
present.  
 
Muhammad is the greatest 
prophet in Islam who received 
the revelation of the Qur’an 
from Allah. The Qur’an is the 
Holy book of Islam and is 
believed to be a ‘recitation’ of 
the revelation given to 
Muhammad by the angel 
Jibril. 
 
There are five key practices in 
Islam, known as the Five 
Pillars. They are the 
declaration of faith, prayer, 
giving alms, fasting and 
pilgrimage. 
 

Jesus taught that to be a follower of him you must be born again 
– that is, spiritually renewed by faith in the person of Jesus.  
 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus explains what it means to be 
a follower of him. This includes the instruction to love your 
enemies, not to judge others and to pray. 
 
Jesus taught that love of the neighbour was a key part of being a 
follower of him, and that God gives forgiveness to those who 
repent. Jesus taught that all people need forgiveness and warned 
against self-righteousness. 
 

Link to Prior 
Knowledge 

The concept of a divine being 
that reveals itself by both 
general and special revelation. 
 
The idea, as with Judaism, that 
religious practices and are 
linked to religious beliefs. 
 
The location (Temple Mount) 
and role of the temple in 
Judaism. 
 
The identity and role of the 
patriarchs, particularly 

The Christian belief that God is a Triune God: God the Father, 
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Christian belief that Jesus is the son of God who was born at 
a specific point in history as part of God’s salvation plan, and 
taught with authority.  
 
The nature of the law and covenant in Judaism and the Old 
Testament. 
 
An understanding that part of Jesus’s mission was the 
establishment of the Kingdom of God. 



Abraham and Moses, and the 
identity and role of Jesus. 

Knowledge 
and 
Sequencing 
Rationale 
 

This continues the chronological progress through the Old Testament story of God’s salvation of 
humanity until the time of the exile. At this point, as we leave the Old Testament, we investigate 
Judaism, whose scriptures are the Old Testament, as well as being supported by the Talmud. Here 
we study the core beliefs and practices of the Jews, looking at how their understanding differs 
from that of Christians. We then move on to studying the incarnation of Jesus, and how his arrival 
fits into the wider narrative we have been looking at. Of particular interest is how Christianity links 
with Judaism but also divides from it, and how promises made by God, seen in earlier units, are 
fulfilled. Furthermore, the Kingdom of God is introduced (a topic that students find most difficult 
to understand at GCSE) as the fulfilment of promises to David, studied in Unit 5. 
 
Following that, we examine the religion of Islam, a religion followed by a number of our students 
and with contrasting beliefs and practices to Judaism and Christianity. Finally, the year finishes 
with an examination of Jesus’s teaching, as part of an analysis of his ministry, so that over this 
term and the first term of Year 9 we look at Jesus’s identity, teaching ministry as well as death and 
resurrection. There are important ethical themes in this last unit that both help us understand the 
relationship of the law to grace (and in that Judaism to Christianity) and salvation, which is helpful 
for a general understanding and for GCSE, as well as attitudes to tolerance, forgiveness, and self-
righteousness. 
 

 


