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THE ART DEPARTMENT 

Year 8 

Year 8 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Unit Title Colour and Composition 
(Graphics) 

Pattern Mixed Media 

Key 
Question 

How can we use colour and 
composition to communicate 
a message? 

How can we develop our 
knowledge of colour theory 
through working with pattern? 

How can we use mixed media 
to create a piece of art?   

Threshold 
Concepts 

Composition is the placement 
or arrangement of visual 
elements in a work of art.  

Pattern is used by artists to 
create a desired visual effect. 
Patterns can occur naturally or 
artificially and are often 
repetitive. 

In visual art, mixed media is an 
artwork in which more than one 
medium or material has been 
employed, for example 
assemblage or collage. 

Link to 
Prior 
Learning 

Application of colour theory 
to emulate an artist’s style. 
 
Blending and rendering 
techniques to create depth 
and distance. 
 
Deepening grasp of how to 
analyse an artist’s context, 
work and influence, with 
specific reference to designing 
an exhibition. 

Application of colour theory to 
create secondary colours within 
a pattern. 
 
Development of tonal 
techniques including shading 
and rendering. 
 
 

Building and blending of tone 
and colour using a range of 
media or materials. 
 
Application of prior 
understanding of strengths and 
weaknesses of materials will 
inform selection of media 
within this unit. 

Knowledge 
and 
Sequencing 
Rationale 

In Year 7, students have been introduced to some of the discrete formal elements of art. The work 
studied in Term 1 of Year 8, brings together and builds on this knowledge. Students are introduced 
to the work of Hundertwasser and use their existing knowledge of colour, while exploring 
composition, pattern and refining their application of colour, through blending and rendering. 
Terms 2 and 3 continue to build on students’ knowledge of colour while introducing them to new 
media and process, looking at the work of Jasper Johns in the first instance and then the work of 
Van Gogh. Students will not only have developed skills during these units, but they will be confident 
in identifying the properties and limitations of a variety of media. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 


