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THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Year 9 

Year 9 Autumn, Half-Term 1 Autumn, Half-Term 2 Spring, Half-Term 1 

Unit Title The Work of Jesus, Part 2 The Background to Mark’s 
Gospel  

Theme G: The Life of Jesus – 
The Early Ministry 

Key 
Question(s)? 

Why did Jesus have to die? What was the historical, 
political and religious context 
at the time that Mark wrote his 
gospel? 

What were the key events of 
the early ministry of Jesus? 

Threshold 
Concepts 

Jesus was put to death by 
crucifixion which was a 
criminal’s punishment and 
seen as a ‘curse’ by Jews. 
 
Jesus’s death is significant to 
Christians today as it is an act 
of sacrifice, of substitution and 
of reconciliation. 
 
Christians believe that Jesus’s 
resurrection is essential to 
their faith. There are a number 
of arguments for and against 
the historical reality of Jesus 
being raised from the dead. 
 
The New Testament records 
Jesus’s resurrection 
appearance and his ascension 
and the birth of the early 
Church in Jerusalem. 

The author of Mark’s gospel is 
widely accepted as being the 
‘John Mark’ described in the 
Book of Acts. The gospel was 
written c. 64AD.  
 
The Roman Empire was the 
dominant political force in the 
first century. Jewish and 
Gentile people were drawn to 
believe in the new Christian 
faith.  
 
Mark draws on a number of 
sources to write his gospel, 
including the apostle Peter, the 
early written accounts and 
recorded Aramaic sayings of 
Jesus.  
 
Mark wrote his gospel to 
describe the identity of Jesus 
and the Kingdom of God. His 
gospel was used for the 
encouragement of the 
persecuted early Church. 

In this unit students will 
explore six narratives from the 
early phase of Jesus’s ministry 
as recorded in Mark’s gospel. 
Through these passages they 
will encounter key features of 
Christian teaching, including:  
 
The belief that the message of 
Jesus, as recorded in the New 
Testament, is good news.  
 
The use of the title ‘Son of 
Man’ to describe Jesus as a 
means of demonstrating his 
authority, his fulfilment of 
scripture and his identification 
with humanity.  
 
Jesus’s authority over sickness, 
nature, and death, as 
demonstrated in the miracle 
narratives recorded by Mark.  

Link to Prior 
Knowledge 

The Christian belief that God is 
a triune God: God the Father, 
God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
The Christian belief that Jesus 
is the son of God who was 
born at a specific point in 
history and taught with 
authority. 
 

Key Christian beliefs regarding 
the nature and authority of the 
Bible. 
 
The Christian belief that Jesus 
is the son of God who was born 
at a specific point in history 
and taught with authority. 
 
The Christian belief that the 
public ministry, death and 

Some of the miracles is this 
unit are the same as those 
covered in The Identity of 
Jesus, though in Mark’s gospel 
this time, and some are 
different. 
 
It is important to understand 
all of Mark’s gospel in the 
context of the previous unit, 
Background to Mark, 
particularly Messianic 



The Bible narrative of creation, 
fall, redemption, and 
restoration, particularly seen 
through the death, 
resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus, and the beginning of the 
Church. 
 

resurrection of Jesus are key 
events in history. 
 
The role of the temple in 
Judaism and the Old 
Testament. 
 

expectation of the first century 
and the situation of 
persecuted Christians that 
Mark was writing to. 

 Spring, Half-Term 2 Summer, Half-Term 1 

Unit Title Theme G: The Life of Jesus  
The Later Ministry 

Theme G: The Life of Jesus  
The Final Days in Jerusalem 

Key 
Question(s)? 

What were the key events of 
the second half of Jesus’s 
public ministry? 
 

What were the key events of Jesus’s last week, and why are they 
significant? 

Threshold 
Concepts 

In this unit students will 
explore six narratives from the 
latter phase of Jesus’s ministry 
as recorded in Mark’s gospel. 
Through these passages they 
will encounter key features of 
Christian teaching, including:  
 
Jesus’s identification as the 
Messiah by Peter in the 
conversation on the road to 
Caesarea Philippi and the 
disciples’ continuing 
misunderstanding of Jesus’s 
messianic mission and identity, 
demonstrated as he teaches 
them about his death and 
resurrection. 
 
Jesus’s identification as the 
Son of God, through the 
narrative of the 
Transfiguration. 
 
Jesus’s person and mission as a 
fulfilment of Old Testament 
prophecy and expectation, as 
demonstrated through Jesus’s 
arrival into Jerusalem. 

In this unit students will explore 6 narratives from the final week 
of Jesus’ ministry as recorded in Mark’s gospel. Through these 
passages they will encounter key features of Christian teaching, 
including: 
 
The establishing of the sacrament of Communion through the 
events of the Last Supper, and the contrasting beliefs within 
Christianity today about the role of the bread and wine in its 
celebration. 
 
Jesus’s prayer in Gethsemane, including his reluctance to die, 
and the unjust trials that lead to his sentence to death.  
 
The events of the crucifixion and death of Jesus including the 
symbolic meaning of Jesus’s cry, the darkness over the land and 
the tearing of the Temple Curtain.  
 
The empty tomb and its demonstration of Jesus’s rising from the 
dead. This will include a discussion of the historicity of the 
resurrection and the debate surrounding the longer and shorter 
endings of Mark’s gospel.  

Link to Prior 
Knowledge 

Key Christian beliefs regarding 
the nature and authority of the 
Bible. 
 
The Christian belief that Jesus 
is the son of God who was 
born at a specific point in 
history and taught with 
authority. 
 
The Christian belief that the 
public ministry, death and 

The Christian belief that the public ministry, death and 
resurrection of Jesus are key events in history. 
 
The narrative and historical context of Mark’s gospel. 
 
Jesus’s use of the title ‘Son of Man’ for himself as a means of 
showing his fulfilment of scripture and identification with 
humanity. 
 
Crucifixion was a form of execution used by the Romans on 
criminals. 
 



resurrection of Jesus are key 
events in history. 
 
The narrative and historical 
context of Mark’s gospel. 
 
Jesus’s use of the title ‘Son of 
Man’ for himself as a means of 
showing his fulfilment of 
scripture and identification 
with humanity. 
 

Christians believe that Jesus’s crucifixion was an act of sacrifice 
for believers.  
 
Christians believe that the resurrection of Jesus demonstrates his 
victory over death and this forms a key teaching in the Christian 
faith. 

Knowledge 
and 
Sequencing 
Rationale 
 

Year 9 begins by finishing the chronological path through the Bible with the central event: the 
death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, and the beginning of the Church. The crucifixion and 
resurrection is the fundamental event at the heart of Christianity, and links all the themes studied 
at KS3 and KS4 (as well as some at KS5). From there, we begin preparing for GCSE, with the 
Background to Mark’s Gospel unit, which focuses on the socio-economic conditions of first century 
Palestine and the political, religious, and cultural tensions. In order to understand Mark’s gospel, it 
is key that students understand Mark’s sources and purposes in writing – these are covered here, 
as well as significant groups of people and institutions. The rest of the year involves studying 
Theme G: The Life of Jesus, covering his earthly ministry and the final week of his life. Covering it in 
this way enables students to have an understanding of Mark’s narrative, and many of the key 
themes, ending again with the crucifixion and resurrection, enabling a spiralling of the curriculum 
and a revisiting of the most central threshold concepts. 

 


