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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents

Two memories stand out for me from the last twelve months. The first is 
a family landmark - the birth of our first granddaughter. The second is a 
landmark for the Emmanuel family - our twenty fifth anniversary! 

As with all the best birthday parties, we made Emmanuel’s birthday last 
a long time. Between the launch of celebrations at our Carol Service and 
its conclusion in a wonderful Thanksgiving Service this September, we’ve 
enjoyed nine months of celebrations.

Highlights included our prizegiving in The Sage Gateshead, made especially 
memorable this year by an astonishing rendition of You Raise Me Up from guest 
speaker Henry Olonga and the College orchestra. But for me the best thing has been 
the wonderful way in which students, parents, staff and friends joined hands to 
realise the vision of a primary school in a desperately poor township in South Africa. 
We aimed to raise £25,000; in the end we’ve raised over £42,000. And we had a lot 
of fun in the process! More than seventy separate events were organised, including 
a 2,000-press-ups challenge, a coast to coast cycle ride, a Frozen singalong, a charity 
football match and a teacher dance-off; there was even a chilli-eating contest!

We’ve partnered with one of the most respected charities in South Africa, Love Trust, 
who will now set the school up and find teachers who will give of their time to 
transform lives. Love Trust hope that this school will serve as a model of excellence in 
education for future primary schools in townships throughout South Africa.
Why did we choose to celebrate our quarter-century by raising money for a group of 
children we’ve never met?  

First of all, we want to say thank you to our good God. He is the one who has built 
Emmanuel. What better way to express our gratitude than to give to others out of the 
riches we’ve received ourselves?

Secondly, this is what Emmanuel’s about. We’ve seen that education makes a 
difference, and we believe that those who have benefited from it have a responsibility 
to pass it on.

Your sons and daughters are a remarkable group of young men and women. Their 
achievements and their character make us humbly proud of them, as parents and 
as teachers. My prayer and my ambition is that each one may take the education 
they have received here at Emmanuel and use it to serve others. We want to raise a 
generation of world changers. 

Thank you for your extraordinary generosity during our birthday celebrations. I hope it 
won’t be long before we’re seeing pictures of smiling students from our newest sister 
school, Emmanuel School Tembisa.  

 Sincerely yours,

JONATHAN P WINCH 
 Principal
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FROM THE HEAD OF 
SCHOOL
Dear Parents

I would like to echo Mr Winch’s thanks and congratulations to the whole 
Emmanuel family for what has been a remarkable year in so many ways. There 
have been many, many examples of considerable generosity from students, 
parents, staff and friends of college that will now bear fruit for the children of 
Emmanuel School Tembisa, as well as a considerable number of achievements 
that compel us all to be proud of our college.

It has also been a year of change for me personally as I have prepared to take on 
the privilege of leading Emmanuel College day to day. Occupying a chair that some 
remarkable school leaders have occupied previously is no small challenge; however, I 
take it on with the continued guidance of Mr Winch and the support of a remarkable 
staff team. This year has also seen us prepare, as a family, to become Emmanuel 
parents with our eldest daughter joining the college this September. Experiencing 
these two changes have reminded me what a special place Emmanuel College is. As 
we end one year and begin another, I would like to reflect briefly on why this is.  

Firstly, Emmanuel is a school where students are welcome whatever their 
background. Our students achieve some outstanding successes in academic work, 
sport, creative arts, engineering and in many other areas of college life and they do 
so whatever their background, not because of their background. This yearbook is 
packed with accounts of what students of all abilities, many faiths and very different 
home situations have accomplished.

Secondly, Emmanuel is a school that puts character first. We recognise that academic 
progress is of little value if we have not cultivated minds that think carefully, wrestle 
with problems tenaciously and pursue truth relentlessly. Exam results are of minor 
importance if our students do not have hearts the seek to place others first.
Thirdly, Emmanuel is a school where teachers and support staff very often go well 
beyond what is expected of them to ensure that our students have the very best 
opportunities to achieve their potential. I would encourage you, as you read through 
this extraordinary document, to take note of how much of what has taken place this 
year would not have been possible without the self-sacrificing commitment of our 
staff team.

Once again, the students taking external examinations this year managed secure a 
place for Emmanuel in the top 20 comprehensive schools in the country. It is with 
some apprehension but great enthusiasm that I take on the responsibility of ensuring 
that Emmanuel continues to go from strength to strength while holding fast to the 
timeless, distinctive commitment to putting character first and pursuing personal 
best whoever you are, for the glory of God.

Sincerely yours,

MATTHEW S WATERFIELD
Head of School
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EMMANUEL COLLEGE RAISES 
£42,000 FOR AFRICA!
A staggering £42,000 has been raised in just two academic terms by students, 
parents and staff at Emmanuel College and it’s sister schools. The whole community 
joined together in the fundraising campaign, which was to raise money to build 
a primary school in Tembisa township just outside Johannesburg, South Africa. 
The initial target of £25,000 was smashed by the generosity, commitment and 
determination of everyone involved.

Over the last eight months there have been over 75 separate fundraising events, 
including a teacher dance-off, Frozen cinema, chilli eating, a coast-to-coast cycle ride, 
marathons, sponsored silences, Easter egg competitions, a charity football match 
and a danceathon, not to mention many incredibly generous cash donations. Details 
of each event will be posted on our website. With money still coming into College, 
we may even top £40,000.

This project is part of Emmanuel College’s silver anniversary celebrations; the 
College first opened its doors in 1990. The school will serve the urban poor of one of 
Johannesburg’s toughest townships. It is hoped that this new school will serve as a 
model of excellence in education for future primary schools in townships throughout 
South Africa. 

This project is delivered by the highly respected South African charity Love Trust, 
which has experience of establishing early learning centres all over South Africa. 
We have been advised by Professor James Tooley of Newcastle University, one of 
the world’s leading authorities on low-cost sustainable schooling, and Mr David 
Longfield, a researcher for Professor Tooley and a governor at Emmanuel.  Love Trust 
has kindly agreed that the new primary school will be called, ‘Emmanuel School’.

Emmanuel College would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has 
supported this project. It has been a fantastic way to celebrate 25 years of 
outstanding education.  We look forward to seeing how our sister primary school in 
Tembisa will impact the lives of many disadvantaged young people in South Africa.

MR BOURN 
   Project Co-ordinator
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The Principal has this year awarded four scholarships, each of which is worth £500 over 
three years. These scholarships are awarded to reflect the academic, social, cultural, 
spiritual and personal contributions and achievements of students in their Sixth Form 
years.  These awards are made in advance of A Level or BTEC results being known.

This year’s scholarships go to:
Hope Barney, Mark Foggin, Megan McMillan, Joe Parkin

The following students achieved outstanding results in each of the subjects listed 
and are to receive £100 bursaries from the Business/Industry Sponsors mentioned 
alongside, to whom we are deeply grateful.

A Level:

Art     Kara Ferguson   Emmanuel Award

Biology    Joe Parkin   Wearside Footwear

Business Studies   Abbie Goulbourn  Emmanuel Award

Chemistry    Joe Parkin   Emmanuel Award

Drama    Callie Ferguson  Emmanuel Award

Economics    Stephen Creed  Kinnair & Co

English Language   Sarah Bond   Emmanuel Award

English Literature   Mary Winn   Emmanuel Award

French    Rachel Hammerton  Emmanuel Award

Further Mathematics  Cameron Barker  Emmanuel Award

Geography    Sarah Burgess   Emmanuel Award

German    Frederick Potts   Emmanuel Award

History    Sarah Burgess   Emmanuel Award

Mathematics with Mechanics Cameron Barker  Norstead

Mathematics with Statistics James Knox   Emmanuel Award

Physical Education   Laura Cruxton   Emmanuel Award

Physics    Joe Parkin   Emmanuel Award

Religious Studies   Sophie Charlton  Emmanuel Award

Technology    Lewis Dutton   Emmanuel Award

BTEC Engineering (Ext. Dip) Liam Nelson   The Rotary Club of 

         Whickham Clavering

BTEC Business (Dip)  Daniel Bate   Emmanuel Award
     Liam Hedley 
 
BTEC Applied Science (Dip) Alexander Bainbridge  Emmanuel Award
     Wasim Iqbal

Special Endeavour Award  Tasnim Ahmed  Emmanuel Award

Sixth Form Bursary Scheme
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ATTENDANCE RECORD
The College attendance record from September to May study leave shows 

attendance after absences for illness and other authorised absences at 96.20%. 
The authorised absences are shown at 3.72% and the unauthorised at 0.08%.

College results against 
previous targets

Target 
for 

2015

Result 
for 

2015

Target 
for 

2016

National 
average 

(2014 results)

G
C

SE

Students gaining 5 A*-C 100% 93% 100% 66%

Students gaining 5 A*-C including English 
and mathematics 90% 85% 90% 57%

Students gaining the English Baccalaureate 
(75% of the year group were eligible) 75% 50% 62% 24%

Students making expected progress in English 100% 84% 100% 72%

Students making expected progress in 
mathematics 100% 91% 100% 66%

Students achieving CC or higher in science 90% 71% 90% not available

Average grade per entry (from attainment 8) B B B not available

A
 L

ev
el

A*-B Grades 70% 71% 70% 52%

A*-E Grades 100% 100% 100% 98%

Average grade per entry B B B C

Students achieving AAB in three facilitating 
subjects* 20% 13% 20% not available

* Facilitating subjects are: maths and further maths, physics, biology, chemistry, history, geography, 
modern and classical languages and English literature
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Advanced Level (Year 13)

BTEC (Year 13)

AS Level (Year 12)
Subject

No. of 
entries

No. of students achieving each grade 
(grades A-E are full passes)

A B C D E U
Applied ICT 13 3 5 4 1
Applied Science 15 3 8 3 1
Art 14 3 6 4 1
Biology 31 8 8 5 3 6 1

Business Studies 28 1 11 8 3 4 1
Chemistry 34 5 10 12 5 2
Drama 5 3 2
Economics 26 7 11 5 1 2
English Language 36 4 26 5 1
English Literature 22 8 8 1 4 1
French 8 6 1 1
Further Mathematics 11 5 3 2 1
Geography 24 6 2 5 5 6
German 11 4 3 4
History 28 15 8 5
Mathematics 59 26 12 4 6 6 5
Music 6 1 4 1
Physical Education 16 3 2 7 3 1
Physics 22 7 5 7 1 1 1
Religious Studies 17 10 4 2 1
Technology 20 2 8 8 2

Subject
No. of 
entries Distinction* Distinction Merit Pass Incomplete/Fail

Business 14 4 8 2

Engineering 27 19 8

Science 14 6 5 3

Subject No. of 
entries

No. of students achieving each grade 
(grades A*-E are full passes)

A* A B C D E U
Applied ICT 10 2 8
Applied Science 6 3 3
Art 6 2 1 2 1
Biology 24 3 6 9 1 3 2
Business Studies 8 4 3 1
Chemistry 26 4 6 4 9 2 1
Drama 7 3 4
Economics 13 4 5 2 1 1
English Language 35 1 8 12 14
English Literature 18 2 8 7 1
French 7 1 5 1
Further Mathematics 5 2 2 1
Geography 15 1 2 9 3
German 10 2 4 3 1
History 24 5 6 10 3
Mathematics 39 7 9 13 4 5 1
Music 2 1 1
Physical Education 10 2 1 3 3 1
Physics 15 3 3 5 3 1
Religious Studies 18 12 5 1
Technology 5 2 1 2
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Advanced Level (Year 13) YEAR 13 SUMMARY STATISTICS (2014 figures are shown in brackets)

Students achieving 360 points or more :    56 (55)
Grades Points

Percentage of grades at A* 17% NR (15%)
Percentage of grades at A*- A 47% NR (41%)
Percentage of grades at A*- B 74% NR (71%)
Percentage of grades at A*- E 100% (100%)
Percentage of students achieving AAB in three facilitating subjects* 13% (16%)
Average total points score per student** 347 NR (347)
Average point score per entry 104 NR (101)

NR = New Record
* Facilitating subjects are: maths and further maths, physics, biology, chemistry, history, geography, 
modern and classical languages and English literature
** UCAS points: A* = 140, A = 120, B = 100, C = 80, E = 40

There were 117 students in the year group (136 in 2014). 80% of students studied A Levels predominantly 
(83% in 2014), with the remaining studying a mixture of A Level and vocational qualifications.

Student Destinations after Year 13 
 University 85   Work/work with training 10 
 Further study 5   Gap year   2 

James Knox Biology, Chemistry, Further Mathematics, Mathematics, LAMDA Gold A*A*A*A*Dn 625
Joe Parkin Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, LAMDA Silver A*A*A*A*Ps 595
Cameron Barker Chemistry, Further Mathematics, German, Mathematics A*A*A*A* 560
Robin Larkin French, German, Economics, Mathematics, LAMDA Gold AABBDn 555
Anna Cummins English Literature, French, German, English Language, Latin, LAMDA Gold AAB(A)(A)Dn 525
Sarah Burgess Religious Studies, Geography, History, Creative Writing, English Literature AA*A*(A)(A) 520
Lewis Dutton Technology, Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma AD*D*D 520
Frederick Potts Chemistry, German, History, Latin, Philosophy AA*A*(A)(A) 520
Alice Drysdale Biology, Chemistry, French, LAMDA Bronze, LAMDA Silver, LAMDA Gold AAADnDnMt 515
Mary Winn History, Religious Studies, English Literature, Creative Writing, Philosophy AAA*(A)(A) 500
Hope Barney English Literature, Biology, Drama, Economics, LAMDA Bronze AA*B(A)Mt 475
Benjamin Gorman Further Mathematics, Mathematics, Music, Technology, Alto Sax Grade 8 AAB(A)Dn 475
Julie Chung Chemistry, Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics AA*BB 460
Benjamin Heath Further Mathematics, Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics AA*BB 460
Rebekah Hilton English Literature, Drama, Religious Studies, English Language, Biology, LAMDA Bronze ABB(A)(E)Mt 460
Natish Kumar Technology, Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma (C)D*D*D* 460
Khushbu Srivastava Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Economics AA*A*(B) 450
Stephen Creed Economics, English Language, Mathematics, Geography AAAC 440
Callie Ferguson Drama, English Language, English Literature, History AAA*(A) 440
Kara Ferguson Art, English Language, English Literature, History A*AA(A) 440
Rachel Hammerton French, History, Economics, English Literature A*A*B(A) 440
Megan McMillan English Literature, History, Religious Studies, Philosophy, Economics AAA(B)(E) 430
Joseph Aydon Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma D*D*D* 420
Francis Christofis Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma D*D*D* 420
Abbie Goulbourn Business Studies, English Language, History, Physical Education AABC 420
Maciej Iwaniuk Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, History AA*B(A) 420
Liam Nelson Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma D*D*D* 420
Samuel Pendleton Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma D*D*D* 420
Sarah Reay Art, Business Studies, Economics, Mathematics AAA(B) 410
Matthew Laidlaw English Literature, Drama, History, Religious Studies, LAMDA Gold, LAMDA Silver ABB(E)DnMt 405
Amy Fuller Physical Education, Religious Studies, Biology, LAMDA Gold AABMt 400
Rebecca Hopkins Economics, French, Geography, Biology AAA(C) 400
Mollie Kerrigan Art, Drama, English Language, LAMDA Gold, LAMDA Silver BBCDnDn 400
Harriet Miller Economics, Biology, Geography, Chemistry, LAMDA Gold ABB(E)Mt 400
Matthew Reynolds Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma D*D*D 400
Bethan Thomas German, History, Religious Studies, Latin AAB(A) 400
Abigail Gill Chemistry, History, Biology, Mathematics AAB(B) 390
Lauren Morton German, Religious Studies, History, Art AAB(B) 390
Victoria Waugh English Literature, Geography, Physical Education, Religious Studies, LAMDA Gold BBC(B)Mt 390
Andrew Haggath Mathematics, Technology, Physics, LAMDA Gold AACDn 385
Alexander Bainbridge English Language, Business Studies, Applied Science - BTEC Diploma C(E)D*D* 380
Erin Grant Biology, Mathematics, English Literature, Religious Studies AAB(C) 380
Wasim Iqbal Applied ICT, Applied Science - BTEC Diploma BD*D* 380
Adele Woolsey Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, German ABB(A) 380
Callum Bellshaw Geography, Economics, English Language, French, LAMDA Gold BCC(B)Dn 375
Lia Akhryapina Mathematics, English Literature, Physics, English Language ABB(B) 370
Edward Smith English Literature, English Language, History, Drama, LAMDA Bronze ABC(D)Dn 370
Sarah Bond English Language, Biology, Physics, LAMDA Gold A*BDDn 365
Callum Brown Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma DDD 360
Sophie Charlton English Language, History, Religious Studies AAA 360
Olivia Coltman Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics AAA 360
Mark Foggin Mathematics, Physics, Geography A*A*C 360
Jemma Makepeace Biology, English Literature, Geography, Mathematics ABB(C) 360
Erin McHutchieson English Literature, History, Biology AA*B 360
Ross Morgan Engineering - BTEC Extended Diploma DDD 360
Amber Varty English Language, Business - BTEC Diploma BD*D 360
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BTEC

Subject No. of 
entries No. of students achieving each grade

A* A B C D E F G U

Art 38 19 7 8 4

Biology 82 15 33 19 11 4

Business Studies 45 1 5 21 12 5 1

Chemistry 82 21 30 23 8

Computing 15 2 3 4 5 1

Core Science 97 2 21 42 28 4

Additional Science 97 2 25 37 28 5

Drama 11 7 3 1

Economics 20 1 12 6 1

Economics and Business 54 9 28 13 3 1

Engineering 22 3 8 9 2

English 191 11 35 70 54 20 1

English Literature 163 19 45 58 35 5 1

Food and Nutrition 17 2 4 4 5 1 1

French 129 22 19 21 40 27

Geography 78 13 15 32 13 4 1

German 40 4 11 9 15 1

History 81 7 16 23 19 8 4 3 1

ICT 18 4 5 5 3 1

Industrial Technology 22 6 14 2

Latin Language 17 17

Mathematics 191 32 43 53 51 3 4 3 2

Music 7 3 2 1 1

Physical Education 34 5 11 7 8 3

Physics 82 10 24 28 18 2

Religious Education 191 32 37 39 41 25 11 2 4

Technology 191 30 93 57 11

Subject No. of 
entries Distinction * Distinction Merit Pass Level 1 Fail

Principles of Applied Science 
(First Award) 12 1 11

Applications of Applied Science 
(First Award) 12 5 7

Business (First Certificate) 28 4 23 1

ICT (First Award) 28 15 10 3

GCSE
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BTEC

GCSE YEAR 11 SUMMARY STATISTICS (2014 figures are shown in brackets)
There were 191 students in the year group (193 in 2014)

                      Number         Percentage
Students attaining 5+ A*-C grades 177 (183) 92.7% (94.8%)

Students attaining 5+ A*-C grades including English and mathematics 162 (162) 84.8% (84.5%)

Students gaining the English baccalaureate (75% of students eligible) 95 (118) 49.7% (61.7%)

Students attaining 10+ A*-C grades 129 (142) 67.5% (73.1%)

Grades at A*-A 738 (848) 36.6% (40.3%)

Grades at A*-C 1787 (1856) 88.7% (89.4%)

Average total points score per student* 506.1 (522.4) 

Average points score per entry 45.8 (46.8)

NATIONAL COMPARISONS
In our specialist subjects of 

English, science, mathematics 
and technology the following 
percentages were achieved:

A*-A A*-C

Emmanuel National Emmanuel National

English 24% 15% 89% 65%

Mathematics 39% 17% 94% 63%

Technology 64% 17% 100% 61%

Biology* 59% 42% 95% 91%

Chemistry* 62% 43% 100% 91%

Physics* 41% 43% 98% 92%

* College enters 43% of students for separate science GCSEs.  This is not the case nationally where only the most able 25% 
of students are entered.  College believes that separate science GCSE is by far the best course for 16-year-olds and is the 
strongest preparation possible for success at A Level. 

Student Destinations 
after Year 11 

Remaining at Emmanuel College
122

Leaving for full-time study elsewhere, 
employment and/or training

69

Students achieving 11 or more A* / A : 26 (29)
   A* A A*/A
Jonathan Iceton 11 0 11
Charlotte Sefton 11 0 11
Wenqian Zeng 10 2 12
Olivia Moran 10 1 11
Anna Spence 10 1 11
Joy Winch 9 3 12
James Cummins 9 2 11
Rhys Gilhespy 9 2 11
Faye Hammerton 9 2 11
Alice (Tilly) Softly 9 2 11
Charlotte Pharoah 8 4 12
Holly Parkin 8 3 11
Katie Irving 7 5 12
Rebecca Kirkley 7 5 12
Jessica McCoy 7 5 12
Oluseyi Adeniyi 7 4 11
Jonathan Brent 7 4 11
Bronwyn Riani 7 4 11
Katie Wilson 7 4 11
Anna Douglas 5 6 11
Kieran McDonald 5 6 11
Penny-Rose Scott 5 6 11
Jack McGuinness 4 8 12
Jennifer Shannon 4 8 12
Ellen Armstrong 3 9 12
Rebecca Charlton 1 10 11

Year 11 Academic Award Winners 

Excellence 
Olivia Moran

Jonathan Iceton
James Cummins

Endeavour
Jessica Snowdon

Ayesha Aslam
Abbey Eggenton

*  Points score: A* = 58, A = 52, B = 46, C = 40, D = 34, E = 28, F = 22, G = 16
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UNIVERSITY COURSES COMMENCING AUTUMN 2014
Aston Reay Sarah BSc  Business and Management

Buckinghamshire Williamson Adam BA  Sports Business and Coaching

University of the Safarimooki Parham BSc  Architecture 

West of England
Cambridge Burgess Sarah BA  History

 Jessop Callum BA Modern and Medieval Languages

 Parkin Joe  BA  Natural Sciences

Cardiff Gill Abigail BSc  Physiotherapy

Chichester Anderson Emma BA  Musical Theatre and Arts Development

City University London Reed Connor BSc  Economics

Durham Akhryapina Lia  BA  Accounting and Finance

 Creed Stephen BA  Economics

 Cummins Anna Lucy BA  Modern Languages and Cultures 

 Ferguson Callie BA Primary Teaching (General)

 Morton Lauren BA  Modern Languages and Cultures 

Edinburgh Hindmarsh Jennifer MA Ancient and Medieval History

Edge Hill Cruxton Laura BA Physical Education and School Sport

Essex Laidlaw Matthew CertHE Theatre Arts

Glasgow McMillan Megan LLB  Law/Politics

Greenwich Larkin Robin BA Professional Dance and Musical Theatre

Huddersfield Collins Matthew BA Accountancy and Finance

Hull Greenwell Callum MEng Computer Science with Games Development

 Safarimooki Mahdieh BSc Biomedical Science (with foundation year)

Herriot-Watt Cuthbertson Dan  MEng Chemical Engineering with Energy Engineering

Kingston Fashanu Mercy BSc Adult Nursing

Lancaster Heath Benjamin MPhys Physics

 Iwaniuk Maciej BSc Physics

Loughborough Hopkins Rebecca BA International Relations

Leeds Drysdale Alice  MBiol Zoology

 Hammerton Rachel BA History

 Kerrigan Mollie BA  Theatre and Performance

 Makepeace Jemma BSc  Biological Sciences

 Miller Harriet BSc  Geography

Liverpool Easton Jacob LLB Law

Liverpool John Moores Scott Lauren BSc Nursing with Registered Nurse Status (Adult)

Leeds Beckett Hedley Sam  BEng Civil Engineering

 Powell Rebecca BA Business and Management

Manchester Harbison Rhys  BA Modern Language and Business and Management   

     (German) (4 years)

Newcastle Ahmed Syeda LLB Law

 Ayoub Akees BSc Biochemistry

 Bate Daniel BA Marketing and Management

 Blewitt Chloe BA Sociology

 Bond Sarah BA Ancient History

 Christofis Francis BSc Computer Science

 Chung Julie  BSc  Chemistry (4 years with Industrial Training)

 Cummins Matthew BA  Modern Languages

 Foggin Mark BEng Civil and Structural Engineering

 Gibson Jessica BSc Biology (Cellular and Molecular Biology)

 Goulbourn Abbie BA Business Management

 Grant Erin  BSc Biology

 Hilton Rebekah BA  English Literature

 Hussain Monjur BSc  Chemistry

 Huthart Sam MB  BS Medicine (stage 1 entry)



17

 Iqbal Wasim BSc  Food and Human Nutrition

 Jewitt Nathan BEng  Mechanical Engineering

 Kumar Natish BEng Electrical Power Engineering

 Malik Amani BSc  Food Marketing and Nutrition

 Maughan Daniel BA  History and Archaeology

 Woolsey Adele BSc  Biology and Psychology

Northumbria Asif Zayn BEng Engineering with Foundation Year

 Atess Connor BSc Applied Chemistry

 Bainbridge Alexander BSc Criminology and Forensic Science

 Bell Stephanie BA  Sport Development with Coaching

 Bellshaw Callum BA Business Leadership and Corporate Management

 Brown Callum BEng Mechanical Engineering

 Chambers Holly BSc Nursing Studies, Registered Nurse (Adult)

 Charlton Sophie BA  Early Primary Education

 Clough Erin  BSc Information Technology Management for Business   

     (ITMB)

 Curtis Jennie BA Childhood Studies and Early Years

 Hedley Liam BA International Business Management

 Mchutchieson Erin  BSc  Nursing Studies, Registered Nurse (Adult)

 Owens Jemma BA Business Management

 Reynolds Annabel BA English Language Studies

 Robson William M BEng Engineering with Foundation Year

 Sanson Victoria BA  International Business Management

 Varty Amber BA International Business Management

 Waugh Victoria BSc  Sport Management

Nottingham Henderson Holly BA Modern Languages

 Smith Edward BA  Ancient History

Oxford Knox James MChem Chemistry

 Potts Frederick BA History

 Winn Mary BA English Language and Literature

Reading Fuller Amy  BSc Biological Sciences

Royal Vetinary College Brodie Anna BSc  Bioveterinary Sciences

Sheffield Pattinson Katherine BA  Korean Studies and Business Management

Sheffield Hallam Storey Eleisha BA Primary Education (5-11) with QTS

St Andrews Coltman Olivia  BSc Psychology

Sunderland Anderson Conner BSc Biomedical Science

 Garry Callum BA  Accounting and Finance

 Hussain Adil  BSc Joint Scheme of Extended Programmes Science  

     BioPharmaceutical Science pathway

 Inness Georgia BA English Language and Literature

 Nasho Charlene LLB  Law (Qualifying)

 Whittock James BEng Joint Scheme of Extended Programmes Science -

     Automotive Engineering pathway

Teeside Backhouse Michael BA Indie Games Development

 Hall James MEng Chemical Engineering with Industry

 Malone Shannon BSc  Sport and Exercise (Coaching Science)

Warwick Barker Cameron MMath Mathematics

 Thomas Bethan BA Modern Languages

York Barney Hope BA  Social Work

 Gorman Benjamin BEng Computer Science

 Whittock Sophie BSc Nursing (Adult)

York St John Davison Ellen BA  Primary Education (5-11)



18

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
Head Boy   Sam Hedley
Head Girl   Anna Cummins
Assistant Head Boy  James Clay
Assistant Head Girl  Jennifer Reay
Student Editors  Matthew Fairhurst
    Georgia Middlemiss
    Amelia Calvert 
HOUSE CAPTAINS 

CORINTHIANS Callum Bellshaw and Amy Fuller
Assisted by  Navraj Lalli and Roxanne Hall

GALATIANS  Andrew Haggath and Victoria Waugh
Assisted by  Matthew Maddock  and Emma Hill

ROMANS  James Knox and Harriet Miller
Assisted by  Cameron Nyambega and Emily Crow

TEAM CAPTAINS AND VICE-CAPTAINS

RUGBY
 Captain  Vice-Captain
U12 Thabo Dube  Tyler Hepple
U13 Jack Vinnicombe James Bailey
U14 Josh Moran  Jake Jones
U15 Elliot Trott  Ryan Cunningham
U16 Matthew Purdy Ben Hedley
1st XV Sam Hedley  Andrew Haggath

HOCKEY
 Captain  Vice-Captain 
U12 Lucy Lynch-Deakin Olivia Steanson
U13 Kate Sowerby  Gemma Moran
U14 Ellie Hiscock  Lauren Hughes
U15 Catherine Gibson Jess Morgan
U16 Ellie Sundin  Ellie Cummins
U19 Abbie Goulbourn Laura Cruxton
Boys Arran Sangha  Sam Donkin 
 
NETBALL
 Captain  Vice Captain  
U12 Samantha Byne Lucy Hastie
U13 Anna Burbridge Katie Lemmon
U14 Lucy Brooks  Kate Clelland
U15 Charlotte Bainbridge Erin Wadey
U16 Katie Cuthbertson Louise Ridley
U19 Holly Henderson Harriet Miller

Sixth Form Prefects
Ishmam Ahmed

Akees Ayoub
Hope Barney
Daniel Bate
Kara Beattie
Kelsey Black
Amy Calvert
Alice Cassidy
Olivia Cossey

Stephen Creed
Laura Cruxton
Joe Donnohue
Callie Ferguson
Kara Ferguson

Jack Foley
Jenny Goon

Darcy Hamilton
Holly Henderson

Jennifer Hindmarsh
Laura Hodgson
Monjur Hussain
Georgia Inness

Alex Ip
Michael Iveson
Nathan Jewitt
Robin Larkin

Jemma Makepeace
Sophie Merrix

Megan McMillan
Jemma Owens

Katherine Pattinson
Joe Parkin (G)
Freddy Potts

James Rodger
Emiline Scott

Declan Southern
Charys Urwin
Harry Wilson

Alex Walls

Year 9 Prefects
Jake Jones

Chloe Bush
Samuel Chapman 
Lizzie Spencer-Robinson

Michael Farrell
Lucy Brooks

Aaron Shankar
Kate Cleland

Matthew Penney
Amy Lloyd

Christopher Hewitt
Francesca Cockell
George Bonner

Charmiane Chikiwa 
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PRESENTATION EVENING
Cries of laughter permeated the air at The Sage Gateshead on Presentation Evening, 
as Mr Winch and Mr Stewart enjoyed their first traditional Irish dancing lesson!

There was much singing, dancing and acting as we revisited 25 years of College 
productions, including: The Sound of Music, Annie and Fiddler on the Roof. This was 
concluded by Emily Thornber’s impressive performance of Irish dancing, and her 
subsequent dance lesson for enthusiasts Mr Winch and Mr Stewart.

Our special guest this year was both incredibly entertaining and highly interesting. 
This was Zimbabwean cricketer, musician and singer, Henry Olonga. His message 
was thought-provoking, but undoubtedly clear, encouraging students to continue 
their hard work with “more of the same.” Mr Olonga took the opportunity to 
demonstrate his comedic prowess at the same time, resulting in waves of laughter 
rolling through the audience. The audience also enjoyed a taste of his musical ability 
as he sang a beautiful version of ‘You Raise Me Up’, accompanied by the Senior 
Choir and the orchestra. This was followed by a performance of ‘Love Divine’ from 
the Junior choir.

The night concluded with Mr Sims leading us in our prayer. He left us with the 
reminder of our renewed 25th anniversary goal, which has increased to £35,000,  
and will help to build the Emmanuel School Tembisa.

MATTHEW SHIELS 8 Cumming and 
JAMES STRICKLAND 8 Routledge
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ACADEMIC AWARDS - EXCELLENCE
YEAR 7

Annika Graham
Abbie Lewis

Peace Fashanu

YEAR 8
Olufunke Adeniyi
Gemma Moran

Emily Lynch

YEAR 9
Nikhil Smith

Daniel Calland
Luke Robinson

Holly Ip

YEAR 10
Dawid Adamowicz

Carter Harrison
William McLeod

ACADEMIC AWARDS - ENDEAVOUR
YEAR 7

Etta Beckreck
Jamilah Mumin

Alex Tyson

YEAR 8
Abby Stavers

Taylor Elliott-Brayford
Kaif Dad

YEAR 9
Kieron Smith

Rebecca Fawcett
Olivia Francis

YEAR 10
Jessica Saunders

Amy Kyle
Jordyn Black

SPELLING AWARDS AND MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS
THE WATERSTONE’S 

SPELLING PLATE
THE WATERSTONE’S 
SPELLING AWARDS

OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT 

IN MUSIC

OUTSTANDING 
CONTRIBUTION 

IN MUSIC

OUTSTANDING 
PROGRESS 
IN MUSIC

Daniel Calland
Alana Nicholson (Year 7)
Daniel Thirlaway (Year 8)

Ellen Weaver (Year 9)
Benjamin Gorman Declan Southern Rebecca 

Pittman-Wood

SPORTS AWARDS

VICTOR 
LUDORUM

VICTRIX
LUDORUM

SENIOR RUGBY 
PLAYER 

OF THE YEAR 

HOCKEY 
PLAYER 

OF THE YEAR 

SENIOR NETBALL
PLAYER 

OF THE YEAR

Kieron Milne
Cameron Mather

Alex Boyle
Lwis Morgan

Minor
Junior

Intermediate
Senior

Lydia Rippon
Anna Burbidge-O’Flaherty

Olivia Ewart
Kate Johnson

Andrew Haggath Victoria Waugh Rebecca Hopkins

THE BOATH MINUTE THE LLOYD MEDAL SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR SPORTSWOMAN OF THE YEAR

Conner Anderson (boys)
Amy Fuller (girls)

Ben Hedley (boys)
Paradise Safarimooki (girls) Conner Anderson Louise Griffiths

SPECIAL PRIZES

EMMANUEL SCHOLARSHIP PRIZE JUNIOR COLLEGE PUBLIC 
SPEAKING AWARD

Abbie Lewis (Key Stage 3) and Stella Blackman (Key Stage 3)
Kieran O’Mahony (Key Stage 4) and Megan Eckford (Key Stage 5) Holly Ip

WESLEY OWEN AWARD FOR 
BIBLICAL STUDIES

DEREK ESP TECHNOLOGY PRIZE 
LECTURE (Yr8)

SOKKIA TROPHY FOR BUSINESS 
EDUCATION

Michael Farrell Abid Choudhury Charlotte Farr

DAVID WILLIAMS AWARD FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN THE WRITTEN 

WORD
BONAS AWARD FOR GERMAN 

AND TECHNOLOGY
CLOUGH AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 

IN ELECTRONICS

Matthew Fairhurst Tilly Softly Jonathan Brent

ALBERT DICKEN AWARD FOR 
ECONOMICS

EMMANUEL COLLEGE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION PRIZE

THE MALTHOUSE SMITH 
CHEMISTRY AWARD

Sarah Reay Jennifer Hindmarsh Shannon Richardson

MAJOR AWARDS
CHAIRMAN’S 

SHORT STORY AWARD
JOHN LAING COMMUNITY SERVICE 

TROPHY
THE ALBERT DICKEN AWARD FOR 

BUSINESS STUDIES

Francessca Cockell Sarah Bond Harriet Miller

THE ONYX CUP FOR TECHNOLOGY DUKE OF EDINBURGH GOLD AWARD

Alan Thompson Francis Christofis, Rebecca Hopkins, Harriet Miller, Ben Heath, 
Daniel Bate, Sarah Bond and Hope Barney

PREMIER AWARDS
THE WIECEK 

CUP
THE DEREK TAMS 

AWARD
THE HARLIE GILBERTSON 

ENDEAVOUR AWARD
THE VARDY CUP FOR 

EXCELLENCE

Jack Holmes Kyle Munro Samuel Pendleton William McLeod

HOUSE CUP

Corinthians

ECAS AND DRAMA AWARDS
ECAS  LEVEL 1 

EXCELLENCE AWARD
ECAS  LEVEL 2 

EXCELLENCE AWARD
OUTSTANDING 

CONTRIBUTION TO DRAMA

Edward Bourn
Malika Riffert

Patrick Foley
Amy Richardson Matthew Laidlaw
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Jasmine Hucks
GCSE Fine Art (mixed media)

Lauryn McPhee
GCSE Fine Art (mixed media)

Dominika Iwanuik
AS Fine Art (pastel pencils)
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Kushi Lai 
AS Fine Art (fine liner)

Roxanne Hall
AS Fine Art (graphite)

Sarah Reay
A2 Fine Art (graphite)

Megan Cox
AS Fine Art (acrylic paint)

Shubhangi Jha
AS Fine Art (graphite)

Erica Bone
AS Fine Art 
(coloured pencils)
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MILESTONE SERVICE 
SHINES LIGHT ON FUTURE

On a dark December night, a major new charity appeal, several outstanding 
musical performances, and a memorable address by a former teacher, illuminated 
Emmanuel’s 25th annual Carol Service.

Opened in impressive style by the College Orchestra’s performance of ‘Christmas 
Carol Fantasy’, the jubilant atmosphere of the evening was embodied in a rendition 
of ‘Joy Has Dawned’, involving the entire Year 7 choir, which was almost humbling 
in its power. A refreshingly unorthodox rock version of ‘Joy To The World’, a superb 
Mary Winn solo of ‘Jesus Is His Name’, and a big-band swing arrangement of ‘Mary’s 
Boy Child’, with Matthew Laidlaw on vocals, provided the evening with class and 
variety. 

The event, a significant milestone in the College’s history, was graced with the 
presence of Mr Ian Brew, former Principal of Trinity Academy and previously an 
Emmanuel Vice Principal. Amongst tales of Geordies and Mackems, Mr Brew’s 
address presented an opportunity to take time out of a hectic festive season and 
reflect on what we hold dear.

While the service was an opportunity to celebrate 25 years of Emmanuel and God’s 
grace to the school, it was also an occasion tinged with sadness, as it would be 
Miss Nichol’s last contribution to one of the College’s major events. The evening’s 
outstanding musical arrangements were an appropriate farewell to a member of staff 
who contributed invaluably to musical proceedings during her time at Emmanuel, 
and who will be missed deeply by the student body.

It is all too easy during the festive period to take for granted our own plenty, which 
rendered the Carol Service a suitable occasion to mark the launch of Emmanuel’s 
new charity appeal. Mr Winch announced the College’s aim to raise £25,000 for 
Nokuphila School in South Africa - a target which would already be surpassed by the 
second half of the summer term. It was a night to celebrate the blessings Emmanuel 
has received over the past quarter of a century, and to reassert its aim to help the 
disadvantaged as it moves into the future.

MATTHEW FAIRHURST 12 Roberts
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GETTING ‘PHYSICAL’ IN 
GENEVA
We arrived at Central Station, drenched by the typical English weather and 
eager to leave for Switzerland. The three-hour train journey to Manchester 
Airport was filled with games of Mario Kart and anticipation of what was 
to come. We landed at Genève Airport with temperatures which tested our 

tolerance for heat. 

After an overcrowded, sweaty bus journey, we arrived at our accommodation in the 
early hours of the morning, ready to start adventuring the same day. The sun rose on 
a beautiful morning in Geneva and, for our first day, we travelled into the city centre. 
Afterwards, we crossed the French border and took a cable car up a mountain which 
offered us breath-taking views of Lake Geneva and the Swiss mountains. After what 
felt like a mini Duke of Edinburgh trek, we reached the top of the mountain where 
we were able to see the whole of Geneva, and lying underneath it all was the Large 
Hadron Collider. 

The following morning, we took a tram to a science museum on the edge of Lake 
Geneva before travelling to the University of Geneva observatory where we watched 
a 3D planetarium presentation. After a quick visit to the supermarket, we enjoyed 
a barbecue outside of our accommodation and played Beach Volleyball to end the 
night.  

Thursday was the most important day of the entire trip: we were visiting the Large 
Hadron Collider, the hub of physics and home to the world’s most powerful particle 
accelerator. We received an interesting lecture by a British professor who told us the 
history of CERN, its current progress, and how it helps scientists understand how 
the universe works. After, we caught a bus across the French border to the ATLAS 
particle detector, the site where high-energy protons collide with each other. 

Following a satisfying 
lunch, we left CERN and 
caught a ferry across 
the lake to Genève-
Plage (Geneva Beach). 
We spent the afternoon 
playing volleyball under 
the scorching alpine sun, 
swimming in the majestic, 
yet freezing, Lake Geneva, 
and jumping off diving 
boards into the beautiful 
water. Whilst there were 
many highlights of the 
trip, the most notable 
was certainly Mrs Tully’s 

questionable rendition of ‘The Hills are Alive’ amidst the picturesque clouds. 

On Friday morning, we began the journey home, sad to be leaving Geneva so soon, 
but cherishing the experiences and memories we had made on what we believed to 
be the best school trip we have ever had. 
 
ALEXANDER IP 12 Farrelly, MOLLY BOWDEN and SHUBHANGI JHA 12 Bourn
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A HARD DAY’S LABOURING
A group of Year 8 students travelled to Souter Lighthouse to volunteer at the 
spectacular National Trust site. This year, we were just in time to help create an 
entire fake beach, as part of the NT Big Beach Day Picnic. This entailed spreading 
a vast membrane at the location and then distributing huge piles of pebbles and 
sand which were brought in by farmers’ trucks. After watching the students struggle 
somewhat with the rakes and shovels, Miss Philipson, Mrs Rutter and Mrs Wooler 
decided to lead by example, convinced that the pupils simply weren’t trying hard 
enough. A few minutes later, the aching, perspiring teachers conceded that it was 
MUCH harder than it looked! The Assistant Ranger, Dougie Holden, commented: 
“Not only did they turn over three decent-sized vegetable plots, they assisted 
massively with the distribution of 35 tons of play sand and gravel to create an 
artificial beach within the lighthouse grounds – hard work indeed!”

It was really satisfying to see our work completed by the end of the day.

MISS PHILIPSON
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This was a homework at the end of the year to try and improve the students’ 
knowledge of some of the great mathematicians. Each student was given a different 
name and they had to produce something about the mathematician.

Louisa Boad (7 Saul) 
Diophantus

Megan Fish (7 Saul) Pierre de Fermat

Niamh Byrne (7 Cox)
Emmy Noether
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This display, which was produced by students in Mrs Tully's class, is a scale 
representation of the size of the planets of our solar systems. The posters are 
surrounded with examples of students' most impressive independent research 
findings.

Emmanuella Ajayi 
(7 Jarvis) Florence 
Nightingale
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Dr Howe’s Year 12 Biology class recently took part in a 
Citizen Science Project organised by the Natural History 
Museum and called the ‘Microverse Project’. The aim was 
to determine which species of microorganisms inhabit the 
local urban environment, and the external factors that affect 
their diversity and population density. 

The data collected by the students will be used by Dr Anne 
Jungblut, a researcher of microbes whose previous work has 
been conducted in the Artic and the Antarctic. Interestingly, 

she worked on comparing DNA of cyanobacteria, which 
was collected over 100 years ago by Captain Scott’s expedition, against present-
day samples. The project work carried out by Emmanuel students will enable Dr 
Jungblut to fill some of the gaps in our scientific knowledge about urban ecology.

Analysis of the results is already in progress, with the fresh information revealing 
new taxonomic groups, as well as the recent discovery of the biological processes 
occurring inside the microorganisms investigated. At the Natural History Museum, 
Microverse uses an Illumina sequencer containing a microchip with 96 samples, 
consisting of thousands of DNA molecules. To sequence a single run takes 72 hours 
and costs £1,000. Already, Microverse has been presented at the Citizen Science 
Association International Conference in California in February 2015, as well as 
receiving other public acclaim.

In January, Year 12 biologists chose three areas of the College building to sample for 
the project; they were the window of the Science block, the window frame of the 
Technology block and the door of the Music block. They did 10 tests in each sample 
area, collecting the microorganisms using a sterile swab and then placing them in a 
DNA preservative to send to the Natural History Museum for DNA sequencing to be 
carried out. 

A massive 380,000 microorganisms were found in the three small samples which 
were collected. Over 800 different individually identified species of bacteria were 
present. We will leave you to ponder why the window frames of the Technology 
department produce the most biodiverse microbial habitats, and have the bacteria 
that can withstand the most extreme of conditions!

The dataset which the Year 12 biologists collected is one of 152 that are being 
analysed to determine which species are present on buildings across the UK 
and what factors affect these microbial 
communities. This data, and the conclusions 
drawn from it, will eventually be submitted 
for publication in international peer-reviewed 
scientific journals. In August 2015, a poster 
presenting the results was displayed at the 
International Congress for Conservation 
Biology conference in France.

Possibly the most exciting aspect of the project 
is that there are 19,390 ‘other’ bacteria present 
whose identities remain a mystery. It is quite 
possible that Emmanuel biologists may have 
discovered a new species of bacterium, and 
who knows - it might be the source of the next 
new antibiotic discovery!

ISABELLA BOSANKO and
CLAIRE ROBSON 12 Clarke

Y12 Biologists investigate Microverse project
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A GRAND PRIX TO REMEMBER…
At 5.30am, a group of 92 sleepy students and teachers left College grounds. We all 
headed south towards Alton Towers, and after a four hour bus journey, we finally 
arrived. The purpose of the visit was to discover real technology in action, seeing 
how the attractions are constructed and how the engineering works alongside the 
environment. As we moved around the park, our group leaders highlighted the 
various factors which created these amazing feats of engineering. 

To round off our amazing day at Alton Towers, we enjoyed an epic staff vs students 
water fight! The sailing battle ships led the students to victory, despite the fact that 
Mr Honey and Mr Peterson soaked us. Eating too many sweets was a grave error for a 
number of our group, making some students feel very uncomfortable after some of 
the rides!

After a well-earned sleep, we woke bright and early at 6.00am ready to devour the 
all-you-can-eat buffet breakfast. We crammed ourselves into the hotel lounge where 
Mrs Heptinstall shared our morning ‘thought.’ We all boarded the coach, eagerly 
anticipating our day ahead at Silverstone for the Grand Prix. 

When we arrived at Silverstone, the noise of the roaring car engines from the 
support races filled our ears. Rather than waiting for the race to begin, we decided 
to explore the many engineering-themed activities taking place around the circuit. 
The newly opened Silverstone UTC had opened its doors for us to explore a range 
of engineering and scientific topics. We were allowed to explore the ‘Bloodhound’ 
land speed record; experience a gyroscopic chair; design, build and fire race cars 
as part of the F1 in Schools competition; and, use the laser cutter. These activities 
encouraged students to explore the other extra-curricular activities on offer at 
Emmanuel College. 

Finally, after all of the activities, we went back to the stands and readied ourselves 
for the race. In an exciting race involving crashes and the occasional rain shower, the 
cars finished their 52nd lap. Lapping most people, Lewis Hamilton’s car (No.44) was 
victorious. After Lewis’ triumph, we had the opportunity to retrace his journey on 
the track. 

Once homeward bound, we enjoyed a highly amusing journey home, from Mr 
Honey’s jokes to Mr Peterson’s infamous tales. As this was Mrs Tully’s last Grand 
Prix visit before her retirement, we recognised the time she had spent with us by 
presenting her with a token of our appreciation before the end of the visit. 

We had an unforgettable time and enjoyed a once in a lifetime experience.

KATIE WATSON, KATIE PHILIPS and 
HOLLY RICHARDSON 7 Wiecek and 
HARRY MOFFATT 7 Ward
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TECHNOCHALLENGE

Students waited with baited breath for this year’s TechnoChallenge. Many rumours 
circulated about the challenging day; they ranged from manufacturing F1 cars which 
could race at blazing speeds to constructing rockets and planes. 

The day kicked off with group allocation in the sports hall, with half of the 
year group manufacturing F1 cars, and the rest of the year group enjoying the 
responsibility of rocket construction.

Afterwards, we were asked to create two cars: a hill climber which was intended 
to venture up a steep hill, and a race car designed to optimise speed along a fixed 
course. The car-building consisted of drilling holes into pieces of aluminium and 
attaching wheels and a motor to it. To make the car lighter, our team decided to cut 
some aluminium off so it could reach a greater maximum speed. After a few test 
runs, the car clocked an embarrassing time of 21.47 seconds, with the quickest time 
being 9.09 seconds. After lunch, the groups switched activities. It was our turn to 
construct rockets made from paper and fired by compressed air. 

To round off the day, we were given the opportunity to see the F1 car crafted by the 
Year 9 F1 in Schools Team, which smashed the college record. 

We all wish the Year 9 team success in the final!
SEAN MOTSI 8 Cumming
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GREENPOWER CROFT HEATS
With a test run the night before on the Granary yard, most of the team enjoyed a 
taster of our car, the Black Diamond. The next day, we set off for the Croft Heats in 
Darlington to test the Black Diamond’s endurance for its upcoming races.

Having arrived, we were scrutinised by a team of officials, who checked the Black 
Diamond to ensure that it complied with the regulations. Following this, we had to 
rehearse helping drivers in and out of the cars to ensure quick pit-stops during the 
races. 

During the first lap of the F24 race, the Duchess’s Community High School’s car 
broke down; this meant that they would have to withdraw from the race as they 
did not have a spare motor. Mr Mustard offered them our spare motor and they 
eventually got a chance to rejoin the race to try and make up for lost time.  

For the first F24 race, we had Lewis Bush (11 Heptinstall), Katie Ross (11 Peterson), 
and Alan Thompson (11 Heptinstall), who each drove in half-hour intervals. We had 
set some ground rules for this, such as staying at a speed of 20 mph, which used 
approximately 18 amps of current. After this first F24 race, we finished in 9th place 
out of 26 cars. In comparison to last year, our car seems to have improved a great 
deal. 

The F24+ race took place after lunch, and after Aratee had got into the car, the 
throttle decided to engage by itself. Five minutes prior to the race, we were still 
trying to rectify the problem, meaning we had to remove the rear bodywork of 
the car to replace the fuses for the throttle. Unfortunately, we were still no closer 
to finding a solution. As a last resort, we decided to replace the electronic throttle, 
which thankfully rectified the problem. 

It only took our team 15 minutes to resolve the issue and we got back out on to the 
track, still with 45 minutes to go. In that time we set a good pace and managed to 
finish in 14th place.

As a result of our issue with the throttle in the F24+ race, our performance in the 
second F24 race was slightly slower than we had hoped; however, we were still able 
to achieve 9th place again. 

The day was a tremendous success, and the team left the heats contented. We were 
even more delighted when we were awarded the ‘Spirit of Greenpower’ trophy, 
for our sportsmanlike conduct in assisting the Duchess’s Community High School, 
enabling them to compete on the day. 

JAMES CLAY 12 Ferstenberg and ARATEE KUMARI 12 Osterman 
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For many students, 7th July was Sports Day; however, for Mrs Glover’s 9.2 
Technology class, alongside Mr Hagon and a group of Sixth Formers, it was a 
day filled with showcasing our products to judges at Northumbria University.

In groups of four, we had to invent a product that would help people, 
especially people with special needs. With the help of Mrs Glover, we 
constructed the printed circuit board (PCB) and casing for our product, as 
well as posters and a PowerPoint to present our invention.

After lots of hard work, we were finally at Northumbria University. The 
enormous hall was filled with people from lots of different schools in the 
North-East, ranging in age from ten to 17. We each had a board to set out our 
product. After we did this, the judges came around and we had to explain how our 
product worked; why we thought people would want this product; evaluate the 
product by citing problems and improvements; and explain how much it would 
cost.

I worked alongside Holly Ip (9 Osman) and Beth Calvert (9 Murthy). Our product 
was a humidity sensor for the visually and hearing impaired. We worked quite well 
in our team: Beth as team manager, Holly as design manager, and I as electronics 
engineer. Some of the components of the humidity sensor were: a green LED to 
show that it was on and working; a red LED which flashed, and a buzzer which 
beeped, when the humidity was above 45%; and a download socket to see what 
humidity has been like over a period of time, alerting the user to fix the mould in 
a room or turn on a fan (both of which lessen the humidity). We thought people 
would want this product because it was like nothing on the market; it was portable 
and durable. Eventually, we would have wanted to add a Braille feature and have a 
USB port instead of a download socket, as USB ports are closer to universal.

At the ceremony of awards,  we awaited with eager anticipation. Had we won 
anything? Not our group, but … Emmanuel College was certainly the school which 
shone brightest, as most of the awards were taken by us! Three of the Year 9 groups 
and three Sixth Formers won prizes; the products which they had made included a 
nightlight for autistic children, a lamp for dyslexic people and a die for the blind. 
In addition, two Year 9 groups and two Sixth Formers went through to the finals 
held in Birmingham! 

Even though our group hadn’t won anything, it was still a lot of fun making our 
product, and all the work we had put into it made it feel like we had achieved 
something. I would definitely recommend budding engineers and designers to make 
a project for the Big Bang; it’s a great experience!

BETHANY SCHWEITZER 9 Murthy

THE BIG BANG FESTIVAL
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GCSE Graphics Products – Major Project: Chocolate Bar Project

INKY – Brandon Flowers (11 Phillips)
TREMBLEMAKER – Bronwyn Riani (11 Heptinstall)

Outstanding work in technology

Outstanding work in economics

Students were required to develop a corporate identity for a new confectionary 
company, which was used to design and model a chocolate bar using CADCAM, 
along with its wrapper and POP box.  

Steven Jaremko 
(10 Butterfield) 

Having considered 
the impact on 
the UK economy 
of fiscal policy 
and monetary 
policy, students 
began to analyse 
the economic 
rationale behind 
implementing 
expensive 
infrastructure 
projects such as 
HS2.
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Crime was prevalent on the Year 8 Beamish visit, 
as a serial killer stalked the mine and a certain Mr 
Schneider turned into a master bag thief.

As the dim lights flickered back on in the mine, 
Sean Motsi (8 Cumming) was spotted posing 

as a serial killer. This was not the first crime of the day, as Mr Schneider had taken 
possession of our group’s bags. The pigs were also a source of much amusement 
throughout the day, as one person asked the pig-keepers whether they “were 
vegetarian” and “enjoyed bacon sandwiches.” Back on the home farm, we explored 
WW2-style farmhouses and felt a sense of what it was like to live in that era. 

The sweet shop, however, wasn’t so welcoming this year as a seemingly innocent 
red sweet turned into a sour monstrosity. But the sweet shop wasn’t the only food 
supplier of interest, as it was discovered the newly opened bakery sold iced buns as 
an alternative. 

On a more serious note, we explored the advantages and disadvantages of being 
a miner in the 1800s. This enabled us to get a sense of how cramped living and 
working conditions were for the miners. We were also given the opportunity 
to delve into the mine and explore the cottages around the pit village. “It was 
interesting to learn about a miner’s daily life and his hardships in the Victorian era,” 
said James Strickland (8 Routledge).  

Overall, the day was packed with much humour, but it was also very informative 
and engaging, allowing us further insight into what life was like during the Industrial 
Revolution. 

MATTHEW SHIELS 8 Cumming and FUNKE ADENIYI 8 Milburn

BEGUILING 
BEAMISH

STUDIES OF A SYNAGOGUE
During Activities Week, Year 8 students enjoyed an interesting and informative visit 
to a number of local churches and a synagogue. Students learned about several 
different practices and acts of worship performed inside a synagogue, as well as 
finding out more about the way the Jewish community lives today.

The synagogue, being the highlight of the tour of Newcastle, was by far the most 
interesting. Matthew Shiels (8 Cumming) said: “It was interesting discovering about 
the various forms of worship that take place within the synagogue.”

Throughout the day, we also visited two churches: Westgate Baptist Church and 
Jesmond Parish Church. It was very interesting to note the differences between the 
two churches. Although practising the same religion, different interpretations of 
the Bible led to many dissimilarities between the acts of worship that took place. 
Kezia Bell (8 Routledge) said: “It was amazing to think that 
though the churches practised the same religion, there 
was so many minor differences; however, the underlying 
message was always the same.”

JAMES STRICKLAND 8 Routledge
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ROME - RELIGION, RELICS 
AND RUINS
…. not to mention art, culture, food and so much more!  It’s clear from the moment 
that you first step inside the Vatican Museum that art has played a major part in the 
formation of Rome’s culture. The Sistine Chapel is absolutely covered in the most 
beautiful and breathtaking frescoes!  After hours of walking through the packed 
Vatican Museum and craning our necks to breaking point, we arrived at the Chapel 
and we knew our long journey had been worth it.

For four days, our curiosity was piqued, as we followed our knowledgable tour 
guide, Mr McKenzie; leader of our avid explorations. Despite a few fears that we 
might get lost, he showed us many different attractions by leading us on varied 
routes through Rome. We were rewarded with amazing artwork, street graffiti and 
towering monuments that we would never have seen if we hadn’t taken a step off 
the beaten track. Food, of course, is an art in its own way. Pizza? Pasta? Ice-cream?  
Rome has it all. From a simple Margarita to an exciting gnocchi pasta dish, Roman 
food is to die for. The ice-cream (or gelato) was fresh and sweet, and tasted like 
nothing you woud find in Britain.  

RAYNOR NUGENT 9 A Hennessey and FRANCESCA COCKELL 9 Parkhurst

The four days that we spent in sunny Rome were some of the best days of our 
lives! The first day of our tour of the great city included the Roman Forum and the 
Colosseum. Other days were spent looking at St Peter’s Basilica, as well as many 
magnificent churches, which were filled with intricate artwork. Many of these iconic 
features of Rome were based upon religious grounds - be it showing their wealth or 
as a medium of praise. 

During the night, we were able to roam around the piazzas of Rome where there 
was a large variety of shops and stalls selling anything from pizzas and ice creams to 
keychains and magnets. 

Throughout the week we were able to see so many sights, statues and strange 
buildings, not to mention a dance-off (Year 9 won!). It was a superb visit which 
offered endless excitement and intrigue.

RYAN CHUNG 9 Stewart and SARAH PHILLIPS 9 Honey
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SIXTH FORM CONFERENCE
“I shop therefore I am,” was just one of the many hard-hitting ideas shared with 
both Emmanuel and Bede Academy students during the Sixth Form Conference. This 
humorous take on Descartes’ profound saying, “I think therefore I am”, opened the 
day’s lectures with an insightful talk on consumerism and celebrity culture from our 
first speaker, Mark Roques. A seemingly endless supply of amusing accents brought 
his anecdotes to life without distracting from the profundity of his words, setting the 
tone for the day of lectures ahead.  

After a small break and a chance for students to reflect on the morning’s message, 
the next session was quickly kicked off by Bill Edgar and his thoughts on 
entertainment. Exploring the value of entertainment and its significance in a world 
of ever-improving technology gave students the opportunity to grapple with the 
proposed idea of a motivation to work because of rest, not in order to rest. With 
his closing words, “We are restless until we find our rest in thee,” the penultimate 
lecture of the day was drawn to a close.

Lunch gave students the opportunity to discuss the ideas of the day, as both 
Emmanuel and Bede students chatted their way through the break. However, 
the final talk of the day was soon underway as Ruth Naomi Floyd brought us her 
insightful words on race. This thought-provoking and emotive talk went straight to 
the heart of racism and the necessity for equality, a message particularly relevant to 
today’s society. Her inspiring message concluded with the opportunity for students 
to discuss and consider her words, highlighting any questions or personal opinions 
regarding the talk. This was then followed up with the chance for students to ask 
all three speakers questions, either for clarification or to raise their own point. 
Both Emmanuel and Bede students showed their enthusiasm in asking an array of 
questions of the speakers, who eagerly responded in order further to develop their 
points. This was an excellent chance for students to demonstrate their confidence in 
asking a question before their friends and colleagues, highlighting their eagerness to 
get involved.

The conference concluded with an 
incredible performance from both 
Bill Edgar, an accomplished jazz 
pianist, and Ms Floyd, a jazz vocalist 
and composer, who sang and played 
for the sixth-form students. This 
incredible music was a taster of the 
evening event, Heaven in a Jazz Club, 
in which Ms Floyd and Bill Edgar 
performed again for students and 
parents.

The Sixth Form Conference 
succeeded in exploring and 
emphasising the importance of world 
views today. Students of Emmanuel 
and Bede are incredibly thankful to 
Mark Roques, Bill Edgar and Ruth 

Naomi Floyd for speaking to us, as well as all to the teachers who helped to organise 
the day.

ERICA BONE 12 Oughton
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BRITAIN TO BERLIN
Undoubtedly, the most poignant lesson from a place like 
Berlin is the country’s determination to learn from the 
past and not to make the same mistakes in future. A 
lasting reminder of the oppression that the people of 
Berlin once faced is the Berlin Wall, which still stands 
in part of Berlin. Today, however, it has become 
a symbol of change and of freedom, covered in 
graffiti from across many years. In some places, all 
that remains of the once repressive Wall is the metal 
skeleton which originally held it up, so people can 
easily walk through it. 

Another reminder of a very dark period in Berlin’s history is Sachsenhausen 
Concentration Camp, which we also visited. Rather than destroy this former place 
of death and atrocities, the camp has been preserved the way it was, kept both as a 
memorial to those who were killed there, and as a stark reminder to all generations 
of past mistakes in an effort to avoid making similar ones in future. Sachsenhausen 
is undoubtedly the most memorable place I’ve ever been to, and I’m sure the 
other people on the trip would agree. At every ‘Station’, where not so long ago 
thousands of people were murdered, there were single flowers left in remembrance, 
leading all the way from the towering black gates to the single red flower left on 
the mangled remains of the ovens at ‘Station Z’, where the bodies of thousands of 
people were burned during WW2. 

We were extremely fortunate to meet a survivor of the camp named Jonny Valentin, 
who told us his own haunting story of his time there. It was impossible for us to 
imagine the hunger and pain he described, and when he had finished we were 
rendered speechless. He told us that he loves to tell children about his experiences, 
and we realised how important it is to him that future generations learn from 
harrowing accounts such as his and never make the same mistakes in future.

This sentiment was echoed everywhere we went - from the Reichstag building, 
which now has a large glass dome on the roof to symbolise that everyone can see 
into parliament and what is going on there, to the Chapel of Reconciliation, built 
on the site of the Church of Reconciliation, which was destroyed by East Germany 
in 1987. The city of Berlin has been through many dark periods and many mistakes 
have been made there, leading to tragedy and huge-scale loss of life, but the 
importance of change and remembrance was overwhelming.

RACHEL FAIRHURST 10 Robson
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NETHERLANDS
48 students were given a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
travel to Holland and discover its history and culture.  Some 
of the amazing sights we visited included some of Holland's 
most famous landmarks:  Rotterdam Zoo, Amsterdam Arena, 
and Walibi World. 

Many found that the ferry to Ijmuiden was quite leisurely, whereas for others, this 
brand-new experience filled them with butterflies. The next morning we arrived 
in the Netherlands.  Our first destination was the capital, Amsterdam, where we 
met up with Captain Lieuwe, who took us on a guided canal tour of the city.  We 
passed landmarks such as Anne Frank’s House, the seven stone bridges, and the 
NEMO Science Centre which we later visited.  After this, we returned to our hotel 
for our evening meal, and got ready for our choice of crazy golf or a visit to a local 
swimming pool. 

On the second day of our visit, we travelled to Rotterdam to see the iconic Kinderdijk 
Windmills, which are a collection of 19 authentic Dutch windmills. At the World 
Heritage site, we learned about water management and about the workings of 
windmills. This was followed by an enjoyable afternoon at the zoo and a delicious 
meal in a Dutch pancake house.

Our third day in the Netherlands brought us to Walibi World, one of Europe’s largest 
theme parks, which we certainly felt in our feet after an entire day of walking. We 
began by easing ourselves into one of the fastest rides: X-Press Platform 13.  The 
queue was long but it was worth the wait. To begin, we had to make our way 
through a darkened maze, where the staff would jump out at us. We then moved on 
to El Condor, and the most extreme ride: the Ferris Wheel. Only dogs could hear our 
screams! After lunch, we moved on to rides such as Goliath and Robin Hood, then 
returned to the hotel. After dinner we enjoyed a competitive game of bowling.

The following day, we visited the beautiful (and 160 year old) Clara Maria Cheese 
and Clog farm, where we learned about the processes for creating both cheese and 
clogs. Afterwards, we headed to Amsterdam arena, where we received an interesting 
tour of the grounds. Finally, we headed to Imjuiden for the ferry. We returned with 
wishes that we could go back. To conclude our memorable week, a rare event even 
occurred: a tear of joy rolled down the cheek of Mrs Heptinstall due to positive 
comments from HM Customs officers and members of the public on our behaviour 
and the way we had conducted ourselves! 

MATTHEW STEPHENSON 9 Stewart, JEM WILCOX 9 Honey, OWEN YOUNGER 
9 Parkhurst and AARON SHANKAR 9 Murthy, HARRY LEWINS 9 Murthy
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NETHERLANDS

A coach full of excited Year 7 students, enthusiastically singing along to their favourite 
nursery rhymes and pop songs, pulled away from Emmanuel College one morning 
during Activities Week. We were on our way to Warkworth Castle.

By the time we arrived at Warkworth, we had been sorted into groups, in which we 
would explore the castle and village. Our group entered through the huge black 
gate house. We learned that this was where the knights and defendants would throw 
buckets of hot oil over attackers who cunningly entered the castle and grounds.

We then made our way to the Castle Keep where we met a maid of the lord who 
owned the castle, convincingly played by Mrs Wells. She taught us about the castle 
and Lord Percy. She even taught us how to bow properly once we entered the 
presence of the very superior and wealthy Lord Percy, played by Alexander Walls 
(12/13 Wooler).

After a busy morning meeting the priest, the lady-in-waiting, Lady Percy and a Knight, 
we sat down and enjoyed our well deserved lunch.

Shortly afterwards, we strolled over to Warkworth Church. There, we learned about 
the area of Warkworth, how important religion was in the medieval ages, and plenty 
of other wonderful facts about the church itself.

After an interesting and expressive lecture by Mr Schneider and Mr 
Osman, we walked back to the castle to board the coaches and return to 
college.

This magnificent historical visit helped us all step back in time to a totally 
different society in a way that we will never forget. In the words of 

Jacob Ferris Woolley (7 Hennessey), “It was a very exciting experience 
to visit such a historically fascinating castle as Warkworth!"

MAX ABDULGANI 7 Cox

WARKWORTH CASTLE
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Outstanding work in geography & RE

On two exciting June mornings, crowds of eager Year 
7 students surrounded the base of ‘Newcastle River 
Escapes’, near the Gateshead Millennium Bridge. 
Yes, they were going on the popular activities week 
adventure led by Ms Colquitt.

The trip is unique in that it offers pupils a view of 
Newcastle that they’ve never seen before. “I thoroughly enjoyed the Geography 
visit,” remarked Ms. Colquitt. “Exploring the North-East by foot and boat offered a 
new perspective on the geography of the area.”

On the trip, students admired views of Newcastle which highlighted the city’s 
industrial heritage such as Newcastle’s great shipyards and factories. “I was very 
surprised by how many factories lined the river,” commented Max Abdulgani (7 
Cox), “it goes to show how many people must have worked in the shipyards.”

In contrast to the calm waters around the boat, the return journey featured a quiz 
competition which required our full concentration. The atmosphere was tense, as 
the winner would be afforded the opportunity to steer the vessel! “The boat trip 
was awesome, as my group won the quiz and got to steer the ship,” exclaimed Jake 
Ferris-Wooley (7 Hennessey). 

What a great success! We look forward to many more trips like this one in the future. 

NOAH CHARLTON 7 Colquitt 

NEWCASTLE RIVER 
ESCAPES

This work was completed by Year 8 students after activities week. Students 
completed an array of fieldwork activities looking at the human geography of the 
river Tyne and the surrounding land use. Students then used their fieldwork data to 
produce an information booklet on these topics.
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The work adjacent and below is a double sided leaflet produced by 
Annika Graham (7 Hennessey)

Katie Watson 
(7 Wiecek)

produced this 
colourful A3 Poster



46

Is the Bible still relevant today?
The Bible is a collection of books which offers direction and purpose for our lives. It is 
believed to be divinely inspired; sharing the word of God and the life of Jesus Christ.  
However, it is estimated that sections of the Bible were written 3,400 years ago. Is its 
teaching still relevant to us today? 

We live in a world filled with technological advancements, where many things 
becomes outdated very quickly. Trends last for a few months and then are replaced 
and forgotten. Yet despite this, a book written thousands of years ago, still sits on 
millions of people’s shelves, and is still studied, read and believed. But will this 
always be the case? Are the issues contained within its covers irrelevant to a modern 
society? Does the Bible have any meaning anymore?

The Bible isn’t something that should be read literally, nor is it a book of facts; in 
fact there is no physical evidence to prove its truth. However, I suggest its purpose 
isn’t to be read as pure history but instead to give direction to life. The parables and 
stories, to a modern audience, may seem unquestionably irrelevant and unhelpful 
to our lives. When the car won’t start and you desperately need to get to the airport 
for a flight, you won’t find a direct solution to the problem in the Bible. There are, 
however, bigger issues which are timeless and still as relevant today as they were at 
the start of civilisation. These are the areas which are tackled by the Bible.  

We have all asked ourselves, when looking out over a beautiful landscape, where the 
world has come from and what is the purpose of life. This has been the subject of 
debates between philosophers and scientists for years; however, there is no definitive 
answer from any source. Therefore, it is up to each and every person to develop their 
own views and opinions on the subject. In my opinion, there are only really two 
sides that can be taken: that the Earth was created as a coincidence, or alternatively 
that there is in fact a higher being and creator. Only the second reason gives humans 
real purpose and an aim in life. It is through the Bible that believers can learn about 
creation, about their purpose, and about how they can achieve it. Therefore, I 
suggest that as long as there is life on the Earth, the Bible’s message will always be 
relevant. 

The reason why so many things become obsolete so quickly today is because new, 
better versions of them are created. Though they may make people temporarily 
happy, possessions cannot create permanent happiness. The Bible, however, is 
something that people can relate to. Through its use of parables and poetry, it has 
the ability to draw emotion, promising eternal life and happiness to all those who 
trust in it. This is a promise that has the same relevance that it did thousands of 
years ago and delivers something that is unique and special. The fact that the Bible 
is the world’s best-selling book of all time is clearly testimony to its timelesness and 
undoubted relevance. 

We also have to remember that the realities of war, crime and sin, haven’t changed 
over time. Wars still occur and people are still murdered unjustly; there is still 
persecution like that which took place hundreds of years ago. People still commit 
crimes and the fact that we are a fallen people remains. The Bible responds to this 
reality in a way that, even today, we can benefit from. Many laws derive from the 
Bible’s messages and if people lived by its example, the world would be a much 
better place. If the Ten Commandments were followed by all, there would be no 
murder, no persecution, no crime and no war. That is surely a good thing and, 
therefore, proves that the Bible is still as useful and relevant as it always was. The 

WESLEY OWEN AWARD
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basis of the right way to live life hasn’t changed.  

So is the Bible still relevant today? I suggest it is 
and I suggest it always will be because, unlike 
possessions, it has the power to give eternal life and 
happiness; the power to give life a direction and 
an aim; and, the power to change people’s lives. 
Still today we hear stories of people who have read 
and heard the Word of God and whose perspective 
on life has changed because of it. We hear stories 
of people’s lives being turned around by faith and 
by the Bible. It contains wisdom and a way of life 
that would, even in the modern day, be beneficial 
to humanity and also it gives hope.  Just like it gave 
hope to those who suffered in the past, it gives hope 
to people in trouble, in need and suffering today.  
It has survived the test of time unlike anything else 
and that is with good reason. The big questions 
in life never age, and nor do their answers. The 
answers which are found within the Bible reiterates 
its relevance today and for as long as there is human 
life. 

“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; 

it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12

MICHAEL FARRELL 9 Milburn

FACT FILE
What is meant by ‘Wesley Owen?’
Wesley Owen was the name of a Christian bookshop, formed using an 
amalgamation of the names of John Wesley and John Owen.

Who was Wesley?
John Wesley (1703-1791) was the founder of the 
Methodist church, which has 300,000 members in 
Britain alone. He strongly believed that Christian living 
depended on acts as well as faith. He was also passionate 
that the church should not be allowed to exclude 
ordinary people from their sermons. For most of his life, 
he diligently campaigned for social issues such as reform 
in the prisons and access to education for all. 

Who was Owen?
John Owen (1616-1683) is widely considered as one of 
the greatest Reformed theologians of all time. During 
his lifetime, he produced more than 68 volumes of his 
religious ideologies, which were largely based on a 
Calvinist philosophy. He was determined to reform the 
practises and doctrine of the Catholic church, particularly 
with regards to the harshly physical punishment of 
heretics.

CHARLOTTE SEFTON 11 Ogborn
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Malika Riffert (7 Aspinwall) produced this very informative leaflet
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CHAIRMAN’S SHORT STORY
The Chairman’s Short Story Award invites all students from Years 
7 to 9 to write a piece of creative prose.  The winning entry is a 
closely guarded secret until, on Presentation Evening, the winner 
is revealed – even to the surprise of the author!

This year’s Award goes to Francesca Cockell (9 Peterson) who 
wrote this wonderful story:

25 years later
The amount of dust on the top shelf of my parents’ old oak 
wardrobe is astounding.  As I lift the equally old, ornately carved 
box off said shelf, the dust drifts around my head, each mote 
reflected in the afternoon sun.  Each tiny orb is like a planet, 
spinning rapidly and dissipating into the atmosphere.  I cough, 
breaking the dust’s natural path, then jump down off the pile 
of books I was using to reach the shelf.  I walk over to the neatly 
made bed and sit, laying the box on my lap. 

“Jessica Marie Ellison
Born 15th July, 1990” 

Inside are 24 objects, from my 24 birthdays. Tomorrow it will be the 15th July yet 
again, and I will be a quarter-century old.  Only three more quarters to go and I’ll be 
a full century.  I can make it.  I prise open the box which I have never been allowed 
to look inside until now, and begin exploring its contents.  I won’t have long so I 
can’t list them all - but I’ll find the most interesting and document them forever. 

Of course, you must mention the first - the object from the day I was born - my 
hospital wristband which is so tiny that I can barely fit three fingers in it.  The old 
plastic hasn’t been damaged, binned or lost for the past nearly 25 years. Sitting here, 
I try and think of my earliest memory. I sit and I think and think and think until … my 
fourth birthday. The tiny heel off my Spanish-dancer shoe. Red with black polka dots, 
the heel snapped off as I was throwing shapes on the floor. To my embarrassment, I 
fell to the floor in a most ungraceful fashion, bruising my arm to add to the complete 
fiasco. I rifle round the box to see if it was put in there, but no. Hmm. This suggests 
that something else from my 4th birthday should be in that box. I search further 
until I find the cake-topper. Ah. The cake-topper. A little pair of ballet shoes made out 
of sugar. Very cute, but very nice to chomp on - which is probably why they’re only 
half there. The other half must have been digested years ago. I smile at the thought 
of my mother having to prise the sweet tempter off me, pulling the soggy shoes out 
of my sticky grip. I sneakily give the ballet shoes another lick. The sugary taste has 
stuck in my mind for nearly 21 years, and it’s still as satisfying as I recall. Not wanting 
to give into the temptation of eating it, I hastily place it back into the box. Eager to 
see what I was like at my first milestone, I look for the object from my 10th birthday. 
I smile to myself at this object. A little owl key-ring, from my first ‘true love’, Jamie. 
Jamie Helders to be exact. I can still remember him stuttering out, 

“H-happy b-b-birthday, Jessie.”

 Aww. He was nice, but shy. I wonder briefly what he’s doing now, before the box 
takes over my mind again. I have gone too far into my little goldmine of forgotten 
memories to worry about people from my past. My hand once again creeps into the 
box, rifling through it until I reach the object from my birthday dating back to ten 
years ago. A tiny little speaker. I lift the speaker to my ear and press the button. 

“Happy fifteenth, Jess! We love you!” 
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Ella and Mona - thankfully I still know where they are. Ella teaches in Toronto, whilst 
Mona tours the world as a graphic designer. I replay the message, hearing the slight 
giggle at the end and feeling my heart warm and nostalgia set in. Without thinking, I 
pick up the little key I got for my 13th birthday -

“You’re a teenager now- we’re letting you go out with your friends by yourself. Keep 
this with you all the time, though!”

- and replace my speaker with it. I turn it over in my hand. Well worn, trapped in 
the front door, dropped, dented … it had been everywhere with me until I left for 
university, then somehow it ended up in this box. It’s funny how that happens. I’m 
reminded of falling asleep on the sofa as a child, then miraculously waking up in 
bed. Did I teleport into bed? Did my key teleport into this box? I smile to myself at 
the childish mind-set I have going on. Before long, however, I’m rooting around 
the box again. What will I find? My hand closes around something hard and round. 
I peer at the object from my 18th. Another key-ring, but this one much more 
sophisticated. This was supposed to hold my car-keys, but of course it was much too 
grown up and professional for my still childish ways, so had ended up in the sacred 
box. Checking my watch, I’m startled. Late evening already! I think there’s time for 
one more object. This time I search for a specific, because this time I know what I’m 
looking for. The tiny ring, barely big enough to fit on my little finger. I slip it on. The 
pattern of lizards and swirls nearly all worn off, this heirloom is still beautiful. On my 
first day of being 12, my grandmother gave it to me. 

“This was my mother’s. You have it now.” 

I was flattered- this was my first ‘proper’ ring, and I cherished it until I thought I’d 
lost it. I didn’t want to tell anyone, but I had my suspicions of where it had gone. 
And I was correct. 

It’s late, I need to sleep. Before settling into my own bed across the hall, I replace the 
box on the shelf, wondering when my mother would let me see it again - certainly 
not in another 25 years.
 

********

The next morning comes and with it, something unexpected. A note and a gift.

Hello, Jess.

It’s been a quarter of a century, and last night we let you look in the box from the past 
24 birthdays. We did feel, however, that the box was getting a bit full … 

Mum and dad xo

My eyes travel to the gift, lingering on the beautiful wrapping paper. A deep crimson 
with birds of paradise and blooms of flowers. It seems almost too well wrapped to 
open, with fancy gold detailing and a certain thickness that only comes with money 
and a passion. Nevertheless, my hand reaches for the gift, pulling it across the table. 
With expert care, I slowly peel off the tape and leave the paper intact. What greets 
me with a jolt is the box underneath the paper. Exquisitely made, with glossy brown 
wood and brass detailing, the box is one of a kind. The beauty of the paper withers 
in comparison to this masterpiece. My eyes search for a latch and when I do, I grin. 
The box is locked and the key is nowhere to be seen. Yet another note is present, 
written in cursive on the white side of the gorgeous paper.

Here’s to another 25 years …
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POINTS OF VIEW
Labelling: What’s in a name?
The 21st Century has brought about various advancements, ranging from innovative 
technology to modern science, to a new era of fashion . . . what it hasn’t left behind, 
however, is racism and discrimination. Perhaps you might think I’m exaggerating, 
but the number of times I’ve been told to ‘go back to my own country’ or been 
called a ‘terrorist’ is more than a little saddening. 

September 11th 2001 claimed the lives of 2,996 people, and its aftermath shook 
the world. Since then, more attacks have stolen innocent lives, for example the 7/7 
bombings in Central London. A total of 52 people tragically perished and more than 
770 people were injured due to the immoral attacks. More recently, the Paris attacks 
that took place at the beginning of 2015 saw the shooting of 12 innocents. These 
terrorist attacks have claimed the lives of men, women and children irrespective of 
race, nationality or religion.  

Back in 2001, I was three years old. My only problems were deciding which dress my 
Barbie doll should wear or what might happen in today’s episode of the Teletubbies! 
I was entirely innocent of the chaos which inhabited the world. Evil only existed in 
fairy tales, but at the end, order was always restored.

During the Summer of 2007, I was on summer holiday in London. I vividly remember 
the sight of the television covered in images of iconic London buses which had been 
destroyed. When I reached the age of 13, Obama’s agents finally tracked down the 
terrorist, Osama Bin Laden, who had been hiding out in Pakistan. This was the first 
time I became aware of what really happened on September 11th or July 7th. It was 
a strange realisation that finally had crept in. 

I sometimes think I lead a double life. One where I go to school and am educated, 
meet up with friends, go shopping, and the other is being a good Muslim girl in a 
21st Century world.

So I don’t drink alcohol, I don’t eat pork, I  haven’t  physically hurt anyone; however, 
I still sometimes have my silly moments where I tell lies, argue with my family and 
“borrow” things (without asking) from my siblings. All in all, I think I’ve got a good 
handle on the Muslim side of me, though I’m not a big fan of that feeling; the feeling 
that you’re being judged for how you are dressed, or how you look - one of the main 
reasons I lead a double life. 

On Tuesday 7th January, the ‘Charlie Hebdo’ Paris attack claimed more innocent 
lives. One of the most surprising parts of the press coverage was that one of the 
police officers murdered by terrorists was also a Muslim. On the same day as this 
attack, I vividly recall reading through my Twitter feed and seeing that the slogan 
‘#LetsKillAllMuslims’ was trending. I was shocked and horrified at the ignorance 
of the people who were blithely tweeting, “Yes, they’re evil. Let’s kill them all.” 
Followed by, “Islam is an enemy.” Those comments really did make me lose a little 
faith in humanity. 

First of all, it is important to realise that the terrorists who orchestrate these horrific 
attacks aren’t faithful Muslims.  One of the main differences between Muslims and 
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these extremists is that the latter believe killing many ‘infidels’ and themselves will 
get them straight into heaven. In actual fact, Islam condemns the taking of innocent 
lives. Therefore, judging a whole religion based on the actions of a small minority is 
prejudiced. 

Back in May 2013, a British soldier named Lee Rigby made headlines when he was 
brutally murdered by two men. They claimed that they were avenging the death of 
many Muslims at the hands of the British Armed Forces. This was a horrific attack, 
and it is disturbing to think that such violent attacks still occur in this day and age. In 
the aftermath of the attack, many innocent Muslims were targeted, with attacks on 
mosques and forcible removal of women’s headscarves.  

Why should I be told to ‘die’, or ‘leave England and go back to my own country’, 
when I was born in the UK, and am the proud owner of a British passport? I’m not 
suggesting that all non-Muslims share in this racism and discrimination; however, 
alarmingly, there does seem to be a growing number who share in these anti-
Muslim sympathies. I am also not making the statement that it is just Muslims 
who are labelled: not all police officers are corrupt, not all people who wear black 
are depressed, not all white people are racist and not all black people can dance!  
Anorexia is not a body type, depression is not a mood matter, and ‘gay’ should not 
be an insult. 

Stop labelling someone as an atheist or a Catholic or a self-harmer or a terrorist or a 
geek or fat. People are more than the label assigned to them. People are so complex 
that it is ridiculous to label them and to limit your impressions of them by whatever 
they’ve been tagged as. They are so much more than that: they are their hobbies; 
they are their favourite songs; they are their doodles; they are their quirky habits; 
their sense of humour - so much more than any label.

I was once told that everyone is fighting their own battle, so I should be kind - I like 
to think that lots of people would adhere to this motto. You are unique in every 
single way and I hope you realise that being labelled does not define who you are. 
Open yourself up  and surround yourself with people who make you feel good 
about yourself, consider new ideas and cultures and don’t be ignorant to other 
viewpoints. We’ve made it to 2015 and now we need to stop labelling.  

SAFA KHAN 12 Neibig

“What’s in a name? 
That which we call a rose
By any other name would 

smell as sweet.”

Romeo and Juliet, Act II Scene II
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Outstanding work in English and MFL
In the style of Anglo-Saxon Boasts as studied in ‘Beowulf’ by Year 7.

I am Findlay, son of Bell, son of Hobby. I come from the land of Eng and 
rise above all who stand in my path. My field of play is rugby; all who 
oppose me quiver and run. Like those who have come before me, I hold 
the most awards ever given. As I play, the smart ones run, knowing my 
power – but the deranged ones, who have no sense or wits, charge 
at me. But they always bounce off me as I triumphantly walk to the 
finish. I have been known to crush the stands as I take a victory 
stroll. I am the breaker of bones, the destroyer. To train, I push 
over mountains, as when I obliterate them it doesn’t harm 
anyone around me. The referees ask me for a second opinion. 
And as the hope-giver gives us orders, he asks my consent. As I rise above all others, 
the crowd cheering my name, I am King, I am the protector of teams. My name is 
Findlay, son of Bell , son of Hobby, and I am Home.

FINDLAY HOBBY-BELL 7 Spurr

Description of an idyll
A description of an idyll, having reading about an idyll in ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress.’

Once, I dreamed of a land, a utopia that would be a downgraded heaven, the best 
for us, but minor for the gods.

The mass of land was luscious meadows, a shade of green pleasant to the eyes, 
where flowers bloomed in every colour, and small creatures scurried and thrived.  
If you walked across the fields you would find the grass soft underfoot, and warm 
breezes would cause the trees to sway gently, and the tinkle of birdsong would 
force you to stop and listen.  Spotless skies and soft glows of sunset greet you day 
and dawn; at night the stars would twinkle and the moon would cast a shallow 
light over you, a glow in the callous shadows.  On the right of the meadows there 
was a waterfall, its water gushing down into the natural pools bordered by crests 
of rock.  To the left, the meadow dips down into a valley, with a more audacious 
atmosphere, where caverns hollow out into the sheer sides, and there are small 
springs for children to play in.  Everyone lives in houses with the luxuries of the 
modern day and homeliness of a shack in the countryside.  Living in this land would 
leave you with unblemished skin and as healthy as you ever would be.

Beneficially, the only emotions you feel are warm.  Death or great injury does not 
occur in this land, grief is like a stab in the gut – overwhelming, painful – but pain 
is an unknown phenomenon.  Amongst the gods that rule this utopia, pain is 
forbidden and treated with enmity.

Life in this place is enjoyable for children as well.  There are various areas such as 
parks, libraries, pools and climbing activities for playing in or on, or (in the case of 
the library) relaxing and doing something you enjoy.  Worrisome parents will have 
no need to fear, as the community is close knit so children are almost in no danger 
of getting lost.  Altogether, the place is beautiful, in harmony and peaceful, and is a 
place I would love to live in.

ABBIE LEWIS 7 Aspinwall



55

Year 10 students went with Mrs Green and Miss Philipson 
to Watergate Park during Activities Week to commune 
with nature and focus on two of their exam poems: 
‘Blackberry Picking’ and ‘Death of a Naturalist’. They 
ate blackberries and peaches in an effort to replicate the 
sensory experiences described in the poems and then they 
collected samples of nature in cups and wrote their own 
descriptions of the positive and negative perspectives 
children can form about the natural world.

The close-up pine cone as crisp as ripples in a lake.
Looking closely at the fern, we can see the 
amazing petals.
As soft as clouds
feeling not even real.
Pine cone as small as the sense of water
Like a rough feeling of bark
Crunching as you move it around your fingers.

THOMAS DONNELLY 10 Griffiths

Nothing, an empty void of sorts
No smell, no sight, nothing,
The emptiness seemed odd as I always had my senses 
with me,
Staring into an abyss of senseless vacancy.
The vacancy tends to be lonely at times
But my imagination takes me from nothing
To an array of colours and senses,
An amazing place of delight

ADEEL RASHID 10 Robson

The bubbling stream flowed softly past my eyes
Unshaken by the stones that blocked its path.
Overhanging branches and leaves
Lay sweet and calmly murmuring in the wind;
Their thorns and brambles pierced my staring eyes
But emeralds were made to gaze upon
With dandelions blossoming at the shore;
The scent of golden water claimed my thoughts.
 
A cacophony of streams shot through my soul.
The screams were muffled gently by the lake;
Unbearable horrors were suffered here.
Drowning infants’ breath was gulped with water.
As flowers nearby may seem beautiful,
Their golden beauty never seems to fade
Unless you know they overtake the land.
The talons of weeds grasp and drag all down.

BEN MARSHALL 10 Robson
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Olivia Ord (8 Lloyd)
We have been studying the topic of holidays with a particular 
emphasis on accurate use of present and past tense verbs.  This 
piece, by Olivia Ord, was very accurate and well presented.

TATORT: Year 8 decided 
on the worst crimes 

against German 
grammar and syntax. 

The victims here 
are subject to lethal 

mistakes in word order 
and fatally misplaced 

commas!

This is the 
‘Wunderwand’ 
found in Room 
66. It displays 
work from 
Year 8 and 9 
(Anfaenger), 
GCSE 
(Mittelstufe) 
and Sixth Form 
(Oberstufe).
Lower school 
students 
have been 
researching 
Germany and 
its culture 
to produce 
informative 
posters. 

GCSE students wrote diary entries about celebrities. You can spot David Cameron 
and Barack Obama explaining their daily life in German!

A-level work depicts research on environmental projects for the Umwelt topic, as 
well as creative writing based on Brecht’s poetry!
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FRENCH EXCHANGE

Early one November morning, with the sun not quite up, a coach full of Emmanuel 
students set off for a small town in the north of France.

A nine-hour journey lay ahead of us to reach the town in question, Saint-Omer.  After 
travelling by coach to Folkestone, we crossed the Channel through the Eurotunnel.  
Those for whom it was the first time in the tunnel were quite surprised at how quickly 
we reached the other side.

Late that afternoon we arrived at the Lycée Alexandre Ribot and our correspondents 
greeted us before we set off for their homes, where we were introduced to the rest of 
the family.  We gave our host families a small gift as a token of appreciation for their 
hospitality, and to help break the ice!

Over the course of the week we had a variety of brilliant trips, from climbing the 
magnificent beffroi (belfry) in Arras to watching a French film at Saint-Omer’s cinema.  
Although the film was interesting, it was difficult trying mentally to translate the 
dialogue into English!  In our free time, our host families were kind enough to show 
us some of the Nord-Pas-de-Calais’ fascinating sights, such as La Coupole, a Second-
World-War V2-launching dome.

During our stay in France, it was the 100th anniversary of the start of the First 
World War.  The school was therefore closed for the Armistice public holiday, to 
commemorate those who lost their lives in the conflict.

The lycée immediately gives a quite laid-back impression, especially to an 
Emmanuel student.  However, the school hours are very long; waking up early 
every morning, for those staying in the outskirts of town, was quite a struggle.  
We got the chance to go into various lessons and tell the students about ourselves 
in English, before doing our best to follow lessons in French.

The main benefit of finishing school late was going to the boulangerie – chocolate 
croissants taste much nicer when they’re from an authentic French bakery!

Overall, the exchange was a valuable experience which gave all students a brilliant 
insight into French culture.

SOPHIE MITCHINSON 10 Anthony and MATTHEW FAIRHURST 12 Roberts
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Snails, ping-pong championships and rollercoasters: this could only be the 2015 
French Study Visit to St Omer, France.

Featuring several brand-new additions, such as Mr Oliver’s spectacular singing of 
‘Simply The Best’ and a day trip to Bellewaerde Theme Park, the visit was destined 
to be one no-one would ever forget.  For the thrill-riders, there was the spectacular, 
blistering ‘Boomerang’, and for the more timid, the traditional teacups.  For the girls: 
three nice shopping trips around France and Belgium.  Finally, for the boys: four 
quality games of football and table tennis.  There truly was something for everyone!

From the beautiful pains au chocolat à la boulangerie to the magical sea lions and 
deadly sharks at Nausicaá Sea Life Centre, our welcoming and kind ‘Groupie’, 
Millie, was with us all the way to provide us with interesting facts and insight on 
both France and Belgium.  At the marché, everyone bought something, food and 
accessories being very popular!  Our wonderful accommodation, the Château 
D’Ebblinghem, provided us with anything and everything, including table-tennis 
tables and a games room.  Our bedrooms were immaculately decorated and 
incredibly comfortable, but everyone’s favourite part of the trip, although emotional, 
was the history trip to Ypres, Belgium. 

NIKHIL SMITH 9 Murthy

History Day
We were all blown away by the heartbreaking displays of the Flanders Fields 
Museum on Wednesday morning.  We were given chipped wristbands which were 
scanned at different intervals to reveal information on screens throughout the 
museum.

Following this, we explored the beautiful town of Ypres.

After this, we rode to the Tyne Cot Cemetery which contains 11,954 
gravestones of the fallen English soldiers who died fighting for our country. 
It was in pristine condition and we were blown away by the sheer number of 
gravestones. The Langemark cemetery, dedicated to fallen German soldiers, 
was also very moving, though not as vast as the Tyne Cot Cemetery.

At the end of the day, we were taken back to Ypres to watch the ‘Last 
Post Ceremony’ at the Menin Gate. It was sobering, yet beautiful, to 
commemorate the vast numbers of soldiers who fought, and 
died, in the Great War.

BETH CALVERT 9 Murthy

“BIENVENUE EN FRANCE!”
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SPORTS ROUNDUP
Rugby - In autumn the Year 7 rugby team had a squad of over 30 students, 

split up into groups A and B, and finishing as runners-up in the Gateshead 
tournament. The Year 8 team finished fifth in the Gateshead league, and the Year 
9 team was in the Gateshead CVL final, which was played in December. Years 
10 and 11 remained unbeaten! Year 11 also made the final, which was played in 
January. Finally, Years 12 and 13 were the CVL Champions, and were undefeated 
on the sixth-form tour. In the spring results, Year 7 placed second out of eight 

in the Gateshead CVL with two matches left to play. Years 9 and 10 won the 
Gateshead CVL, which was a great achievement! Year 10 also won the plate final 
in the Newcastle School for Boys sevens competition. Last but not least, the senior 
team was runner up in the Newcastle School for Boys sevens competition.

Netball - Years 7, 8, 9 and 11 remain undefeated and Year 10 has only lost one 
game. All teams are top of the Gateshead league table. Year 11 convincingly won the 

Gateshead Tournament, hosted by Emmanuel College. The sixth-form team has 
won against teams in the Gateshead League and finished 3rd overall in the Tyne 
& Wear tournament, they have challenged some of the top teams in Newcastle. 

Our Year 10 team also won the National Team Challenge run by the YMCA at their 
National Centre on the banks of Lake Windermere. 

Hockey - The senior hockey team visited London on tour during November, 
and they played excellently during both of their fixtures against some tough 
opposition. The first game, against Waddesdon School, ended in a 3-0 defeat and 
the second fixture finished with the same score line after a tough 50 minutes against 
Priorsfield Independent School. Years 8 and 10 were both very successful in their 
league campaigns this year, and have managed good results against very strong 
competition. The sixth-form team came sixth overall in this year’s Under-18 County 
Tournament.

Badminton - The badminton teams were able to reach new heights this year – 
they became the runners-up of the Tyneside Senior School Championships, and the 
Under-16 team won the county tournament, then eventually went on to win the 
Tyne & Wear finals

Duke of Edinburgh - Three gold and one silver Duke of Edinburgh teams set out 
on their assessed expeditions in September, alongside the Year 10 team carrying 
out some more outdoor activities. They have won the National Team Challenge run 

by YMCA at their National Centre on the banks of Lake Windermere. 

Trampolining - The trampolining team sprang into action at the Gateshead 
Trampolining competition.  Ella and Alanah Natrass were both able to 

finish first in their Elite events and Anna Burbidge-O’Flaherty came 
first in the Novice competition.  Lauren Hughes claimed 
the bronze in the KS3 Elite competition. 

Basketball - The basketball teams just missed out on first place, coming in second 
in the Gateshead Central Venue League.  The Year 10 and 11 team put in a great 
effort, but lost narrowly to Whickham and St Thomas More in the Gateshead Central 
Venue League.

RAYNOR NUGENT 9 A Hennessey
DAISY HEWITSON 9 Murthy
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The purpose of Year 7’s visit to Dukeshouse Wood was to build on 
our teamwork skills. The first night was a calm and peaceful one, 
with most people asleep inside ten minutes, but the day to come 
was going to require a lot of strength, physically and mentally!

The second day was the one packed with the most activities. Max Abdulgani (7 Cox) 
said, “On the second day, my favorite activity was outdoor laser, because it was very 
tense and intriguing.” Afterwards, all of the students were all hoping for a good 
night’s sleep. Alas, it was not to be, as we were first told by Mr Leonard what to do in 
the morning.

Those who had not yet changed into their pyjamas were rewarded; though, others 
were not so fortunate - while in the middle of packing, the fire alarm sounded and 
every pupil was sent outside, some having to be carried by their peers. Within two 
minutes, the problem was sorted and everybody was sent back inside.  

This night was one of talk and stories: the talk was of the day ahead, telling our 
famlies about the amazing time we were having, and the stories were of ghosts! 
The following day was boiling hot, and unfortunately we were competing in 
orienteering, which meant a lot of running. By the end, we were so out of breath 
that we couldn’t speak. 

Noah Charlton (7 Colquitt) said, “The visit was excellent, as it taught us about 
working in a team and how to value and appreciate the contributions of others. The 
team was especially important in exercises such as Jacob’s ladder and orienteering.”

We all thoroughly enjoyed the visit and hope that next year’s Year 7 
students will too.

JACOB FERRIS WOOLLEY 7 Hennessey

DUKESHOUSE WOOD
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SPORTS TOUR 2014
In the last week of November, four Emmanuel sport teams from our Sixth Form 
made the long trip ‘down South’ for the annual Sports Tour.  After the five-hour 
coach journey, we made our first stop in Towchester, Northamptonshire, in 
preparation for the first games against Waddesdon Church of England School.

In all of these matches, our teams played brilliantly, each working well together 
against fierce opposition.  Despite this, the rugby team was the only one to come 
out with a win, although the netball team came close with a 21-21 draw.  The 
footballers lost 3-1 – if only the ball had gone in the net instead of hitting the bar 
four times!

We then made the journey into London where we went sightseeing, stopping at 
Tower Bridge and other famous sights such as Piccadilly Circus and Covent Garden.  
On Thursday, the boys went up against the Worth School, a prestigious private 
school on the edge of London (with its own 18-hole golf course!) and both teams 
came away with a victory despite unbelievably boggy pitch conditions.  The rugby 
team won 36-12 and the footballers 6-1.  To celebrate our victories, we rounded off 
the day at Topgolf, Surrey – a driving range with a difference!

Friday was the last day of the tour, and the girls played against Prior’s Field school, 
Miss Robinson’s new school, where we were reunited with Mr Barlow!  The 

netballers won 17-14, but the hockey team unfortunately lost 3-0, even with 
great play.

It was great to break up the long journey home, especially as it meant enjoying 
the last night at a curry house in Sheffield.  I think we had earned every bite after 

all those strenuous matches!

HARRY WILSON 12 Osterman



63

THE LLOYD MEDAL
Continuing what has become a proud annual tradition, 
on 26 March all students in Year 13 gathered on the sports 
field to spectate the Lloyd Medal.  The race commemorates 
Michael Lloyd, a student and enthusiastic cyclist who passed 
away four years ago from meningitis.  Four girls and four 
boys compete in two separate cycle races around Watergate 
Park in his honour.

Conditions on the day were gruelling, with boggy ground 
and strong winds making it difficult for the cyclists, but all 
eight participants put in a superb performance.  The girls’ 
race was first, and Paradise Safarimooki (13 Simblet) took 
victory with a time of 8 minutes and 33 seconds; Becky 
Hopkins (13 Oughton) was close behind with 8:46.  The 
intriguing prospect arose of one family taking both medals, 
as Paradise’s brother Parham (13 Oughton) was a competitor 
in the boys’ race.  For much of the race he had the lead, but 
Ben Hedley (11 Watters) managed to pull off a remarkable 
upset, finishing in a time of 7:20, with Parham in a close 
second with 7:29.

Both races made for a fascinating watch, despite the 
conditions. Ultimately, both Paradise and Ben were both 
worthy winners who put in great times in a fitting tribute to 
Michael.

FREDDY POTTS 13 Wooler

A Week to Remember
From an intense match of Kayak-Bulldog to the epic fate of the Delta team’s raft, 
Whithaugh was packed full of memorable moments.

When we arrived, everyone was eager to start our action-packed week; however, for 
the Delta team, the upcoming ordeal would swiftly diminish their chances of staying 
dry.  The aim was to create a raft from a selection of materials and then float on to 
the lake. Sadly, this was not to be; within five minutes, Cameron Ash (9 Osman) took 
a plunge into the murky ice-cold lake, with everyone else soon to follow!

Reaching rapid speeds at colossal heights on the zip wire was just another one of the 
many adrenalin-pumping activities Whithaugh had to offer.

The ‘leap of faith’ tested the trust we had in our harnesses and instructors as we 
plummeted towards the ground, the floor below rushing towards us.

Mountain-biking also saw a few calamities, as many students slid off the infamous 
wooden bridge into the ditch below.  Despite this, numerous students thought 
mountain-biking was the highlight of their trip, thanks to the invigorating speeds 
you could reach on the downhill track.

Overall, it was a time of enjoyable yet demanding activities, described by Oliver 
Hogg (9 Stewart) as “exhilarating fun!”

NATHAN DELANEY 9 Stewart and JAMES FERRY 9 Murthy
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RUGBY

Year 11
Back row - Finlay Weatherill, Nathan Lowrey, Matthew Purdy, Julian Tomlinson, 

Ben Hedley, Jed Charlton, Andrew Snowdon, Partick McGee
 Front  row - Lewis McNall, Chris Briers, Louis Burbridge, James Moore, Charlie Davis, 

Ben Sanderson, Daniel Candlish, Connor Gray.

1st XV
Back row -  Thomas Roberts, James Rodger, Harry Wilson, Jonnie Bolam, Sam Hedley, 

Andrew Haggath, Samuel Henderson
Middle row - Callum Bellshaw, James Richardson, Adam Sewell, Cameron Nyambega, 

Conner Anderson, Latif Mohammed,
Front  row - Steven Barnes, Mark Foggin, Ben Dixon, William Lacey.

Year 10
Back row - Arron Sangha, Haydon Lisk, Elliott Trott, Alex Boyle, Andrew Carr, 

Ryan Cunningham, Joshua Glencorse, William McLeod, 
Front  row - Amor Sahota, Jack Wood, Connor Easton, Morgan Conley-Owens, 

James Urwin, Armir Dervishi, Femi Adeniyi, Bradley Pentolfe.
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Year 7
Back row - Evan Lawther, Jordan Mather, Kieron Milne, Dylan Roberts, 

Benjamin Rooney, Dru Scott, Sam Steer,
Middle row - Ridwan Abed, Adam Charlton, Thabo Dube, Joshua Etherington, 

Tyler Hepple, Ethan Wilson, Wenxing Zheng,
 Front  row - Kris Lewis, Harry Moffat, Stephen Anderson, Kai  Cubby, William Davis, 

Kai Leeke, Jack Todhunter.

Year 9
Back row - Seb Walker, Josh Moran, FilipTatalovic, Aidan Gifford, Cameron Mather, 

Alex Smith, Jake Jones, Robert Fish,
Middle row - Joseph Cameron, Matthew Penney, Evan Chrisp, Ben Garrity, 

Christopher Hewitt,  Alex Makepeace,
Front  row - Joel Barney, Adam Welsh, Tom Kell, Joseph Wilson, James Graham, 

Kieron Ruddick.

Year 8
Back row - James Bailey, Luke Longstaff, Nathan Wood, Matthew Straughan, 

Noah Porthouse, Jack Gilfillian, Vuisisizwe Dube, Luke Riley,
Middle row - Samien Khan,Aadam Ghani, Morgan Fowler, Jack Bertram, 

Jack Vinnicombe, Liam Todhunter,
Front  row - Oliver Lewis, Max Winthorpe, Josh Riley, Ryan Woolsey.
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HOCKEY

Year 10
Back Row - Ellie Cummins, Sarah Birbeck, Katie Cuthbertson, Louise Griffiths, 

Jessica Watts, Grace Crosby
Front Row - Annabel Armstrong, Amy Feetham, Ellie Sundin, Amy Buckley, Ellie Toal

Year 11
Katie Cuthbertson, Sarah Birbeck, Ellie Sundin, Ellie Cummins, Jessica Watts, 

Amy Feetham.

Year 12 & 13
Back row - Sophie Johnson, Sarah Burgess, Laura Hodgson, Holly Henderson, 

Harriet Miller, Anna Cummins, Becky Hopkins, Amber Varty, Emily Crow
Front  row - Alice Cassidy, Jannah Uddin, Vikki Waugh, Laura Cruxton, Charlotte Saint, 

Abbie Goulbourn, Emily Graham, Emiline Scott.
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Year 7
Back row - Lucy Lynch-Deakin, Lucy Hastie, Jenni Williams, Megan Fish, Holly Bucknall, 

Mia Bell, Olivia Steanson, 
Front  row - Charlotte Hughes, Spreha Jha, Jaiyu Chen, Grace Turnbull, Malika Riffert.

Year 8
Back row - Olufunke Adeniyi, Naomi Grant, Libbi Guthrie, Erin McDougall, 

Katie Lemmon, Ellie Dixon, Rebecca Dawes, Anna Burbidge O’Flaherty,
Front  row - Beth Williamson, Chloe Ritchie, Kate Sowerby, Gemma Moran, 

Phoebe Thomlinson, Jennifer Slater, Katie Douglas.

Year 9
Back Row -  Ellen Birdsall, Bethany Cornish, Ellie Hiscock, Rebecca Stokell, Anna Hastie, 

Morgan Smart, Carly Gray.
Front Row - Kier Nyambega, Kate Cleland, Surena Sahota, Rebecca Robson.
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NETBALL

Year 9
Kier Nyambega, Anna Hastie, Bethany Cornish, Holly Ip, Kate Clelend, Lucy Brooks, 

Morgan Lisk, Daisy Emmerton

Year 10
Georgia Kyle, Olivia Ewart, Kayleigh Newton, Jessica Morgan, Imogen Tenet, 

Charlotte Bainbridge, Alica Reid, Erin Wadey

Year 12 & 13
Charys Urwin, Jemma Owens, Holly Henderson, Shannon Malone, Harriet Miller, 

Becky Hopkins, Kate Johnson
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Year 7
Peace Fashanu, Ellie Porritt, Lucy Hastie, Abby Whitfield, Holly Walker, Lydia Rippon, 

Sam Byrne, Kirsten Dobberson, Alana Donnohue, Jenni Williams

Year 8
Emilia McRobie, Libbi Guthrie, Lucy Kay, Kayleigh Clarke, Katie Lemon, 

Anna Burbridge, Erin McDougall, Abby Holmes

Year 7B
Holly Farrell, Megan Oliver, Christina Vainer, Amelia Booth, Mailka Riffert, 

Stella Blackman, Lucy Richardson, Mia Bell
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CROSS COUNTRY

Junior
Back row - Kate Sowerby, Lucy Lynch-Deakin, Malika Riffert, Niamh Byrne, 

Stella Blackman, Grace Turnbull, Ridwan Abed, Kieron Milne, Gemma Moran, 
Front row - Calum Szpak, Joshua Dixon, Taylor Leck, Lydia Rippon, Joe Innes, 

Kieron Jobes, Kris Lewis, William Davis, Abbie Lewis, Harry Parkin,
Amy Baker, Kate Smith

Intermediate
Adam Mason-Douglas, Holly Ip, Joel Barney, Joseph Wilson, Jonathan Peacock, 

William McLeod

Senior
Daniel Candlish, Lewis Terrell, Paradise Safarimooki, Shannon Malone, Ben Dixon, 

Amy Fuller, Dominika Iwaniuk, Joseph Wallace, James Cummins
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Gymnastics - Year 7 & 8
Amy Baker, Olivia Ord, Amy Richardson, Gemma Moran, Ellie Iveson, Sophie Ward

Gymnastics - Year 7
Back row - Holly Bucknall, Peace Fashanu, Katie Watson, Caitlin Parkin, Ellie Guyan, 

Emmanuella jouyi, Megan Fish, Mia Bell,
Front  row - Olivia Steanson, Sophie Prest, Jiayu Chen, Amelia Booth, Mailka Riffert, 

Holly Walker, Ellie Porritt.

GYMNASTICS & FENCING

Fencing
Back row - Max Abdulghani, Stella Blackman, Sam Steer.

Front  row - Matthew Goon, Matthew Shiels, Dean Fowler, William Gaffing, Matthew 
Earl, Andrew Waddle, Freddie Potts.
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DANCE

Year 7
Back row - Louise Phillips, Peace Fashanu, Beau Hedley, Holly Wright, Katie Watson, 

Holly Walker, Caitlin Parkin, Ellie Guyan, Mia Bell,
Front row - Katie Savage, Catherine Brodie, Katie Phillips, Spraeha Jha, Amelia Booth, 

Stella Blackman, Mailka Riffert, Olivia Steanson

Year 8 & 9
Jessica Coleman, Olivia Ord, Gemma Moran, Grace Armstrong, Milly Houston-Codling, 

Amy Baker, Amy Richardson, Ellie Iveson, Sophie Ward. Corcoran, Josephine Riani

Leaders
Anisha Sahota, Charlotte Bainbridge, Amy Kyle
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BASKETBALL & FOOTBALL

Sixth form Football
Back row - Conner Anderson, Tatenda Musakanya, Lewis Terrell, Matthew Maddock, 

Sam Hedley, Liam Hedley, Matthew Cornish, Daniel Cuthbertson, Jonnie Bolam,
Front row - Callum Bellshaw, Michael Backhouse, Alexander Bainbridge, Nathan Jewitt, 

Ben Dixon, James Hall, Ryan Lemmon, Stephen Creed,
 Michael Iveson, Mark Foggin.

Years 8 & 9
Back row - Oliver Hogg, Dylan Bradley, Owen Younger, Nathan Delaney, Harry Gray, 

Joshua Grant,
Front row - Abid Choudury, Abubakar Raja, William Gaffing, Max Winthorpe, Hakan 

Eskikaya, Daniel Thirlaway.

Years 10 & 11
Back row - Arron Sangha, Jack Warriner, 

 Front row - Haydn Lisk, Femi Adeniyi,  Morgan Conelly-Owens, Oliver Cooper, 
Tom Armstrong
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BADMINTON

Year 7 & 8
Joshua Dixon, Malika Riffert, Wenxing Zheng, Harry Moffatt, Kris Lewis, 

Man Hei Tsow, Dylan Roberts, Mia Bell, Ismael Ahmed

Year 9, 10 & 12
Matthew Maddock, Joshua Owen, Michael Oxley, William Bailey, Oliver Acaster, 

Jonny Peacock, Matthew Stephenson, Navraj Lalli.

Rio 2016, Here We Come?!
Emmanuel students played a key role in ensuring the success of March’s Disability in 
Sport Athletics Day at Monkton Stadium, Jarrow.

Mrs Dawson enlisted the help of Year 12 PE students to help officiate, and I was the 
sole competitor for Emmanuel! Year 12 were given the crucial role of sport coaches 
for the day. They were involved in demonstrating events, collecting scores and 
ensuring the safety of all. There were various events available for students to really 
get their teeth into, including javelin, discus, shot-put, 100m, and high jump. 

I competed in javelin, discus and shot-put with 19 other students all of similar 
ability from across the region. It was brilliant to see everybody cheering people on 
and encouraging them to smash their personal best, even though most of them 
had only known each other for half an hour!

Megan Cox (12 Swan), who was helping out with the shot-put, said she had a 
great time and realised that the most important thing was “letting the competitors 

know that they could do shot-put and javelin and the other sports, because once 
they knew they could, it was easier for them to try”.

KATIE MILMORE 10 Griffiths 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 
SCHOLARSHIP
Three Year 11 students – Jed Charlton (11 Schneider), Lewis Burbidge-
O’Flaherty (11 Philips) and Joe Smith-Millican (11 Phillips) – have long 
managed to juggle sporting careers and their academic progress and have 
now received scholarships from Gateshead College for Rugby League!

Jed, Joe and Lewis have all been involved in rugby for many years.  For 
Jed and Joe, it was visits to their primary schools by inspiring coaches that 
got them hooked on rugby, whereas Lewis was inspired by his mother’s 
partner, himself a semi-professional Rugby League player.  All three train 
twice a week and play matches every Saturday, at Kingston Park, the home 
ground of the Newcastle Falcons.  Now, after seven years of training, hard 
work and a highly competitive selections process, their efforts have finally 
paid off.

Beginning next year, Jed and Joe will have the opportunity to train with top-class 
coaches in great facilities, building links to universities and clubs alike.  For the next 
two years, they will train regularly but will also have the opportunity to play in an 
Under-19 League against established Super League and AASE clubs, gaining valuable 
experience and access to further opportunities.  In addition to this signal success, 
Lewis, who was offered a place on the same programme, has instead opted to accept 
a two-year contract from the Rugby Super League club Castleford Tigers, giving him 
a direct route into the game and the prospect of a bright future in Rugby League.

According to Lewis, rugby is a particularly valuable sport because “it’s a great way 
to test your character.  There’s nowhere to hide on the rugby field and the team that 
wants it the most will win”.  To anyone looking to get involved in Rugby League, 
Jed says: “It’s good to get involved in community clubs; the sport is growing and 
getting new funding, so if you have the talent and the work ethic you might well get 
spotted.  It’s also a great way of having fun with your mates.”

FREDDY POTTS 
13 Wooler
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SKI VISIT TO LA PLAGNE: 2015
50 anxious, but eager, Year 8 students boarded the coach, their home for the 
next 24 hours.  Waving goodbye to our parents, we debated important issues like 
who was going to sit with whom and making sure that our friends knew which 
sweets belonged where. This was necessary so that we could keep a count on 
how many would be ‘taxed’ by teachers or other colleagues upon the bus.

After 24 hours on the bus, with several stops, we disembarked and dragged 
ourselves to the front entrance.  Many green faces ran straight into the toilet to 
be sick, including myself, as the bus journey was long and the road was winding 
as we went up the mountain. 

Now, on to the best bit: skiing. On the first morning, we met our French 
instructors and began the daunting process of learning how to ski. At the 
beginning of the week, we didn’t believe it possible that we would be going 
down the long, steep slopes; however, somehow we managed it! The whole 
experience was incredible; we were practically experts by the end of our visit, 
and the sights we witnessed were truly breath-taking. I would love to visit the 
slopes again in the future.  

After a hard day of skiing, we had little energy left to expend on the evenings; 
however, we mustered up some strength for playing games such as pool and 
table football. We also enjoyed taking turns at karaoke, and there was even 
a PlayStation 3!  One of my favourite evenings was our fancy-dress karaoke. 
One student donned Batman’s costume to emphasise his prowess with the 
microphone. Unfortunately, all good things come to an end. It was eventually 
time to return home after this once-in-a-lifetime experience: skiing with our 
friends.

WILLIAM GAFFING 8 Lloyd
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GALATIANS REPORT

CORINTHIANS REPORT
With Romans in second place and Galatians in 
third place this year, Corinthians finally clinched 
victory, after a wait of four long years. This year we 
succeeded in achieving our aim of showing that 
we are force to be reckoned with. But of course, it 
was not down to just the House Captains, but due 
to the constant determination and willingness of 
everyone in the House to compete on a regular 
basis. During this year as House Captains, we have 
seen the exceptional talents of so many people in 
Corinthians and we would like to thank everyone 
for competing.

Early victories in the House Swimming Gala and 
Table Tennis gave us great hope and belief that we could win the House Cup. Before 
the Swimming Gala, many people expected that Romans would once again take the 
lead, but we didn’t let that happen. Exceptionally strong performances from Thejes 
Sundar and Patrick and Matthew Cummins in the Swimming Gala led us to victory, 
showing how important the Year 7 and 8 swimming time trials were. 

We achieved strong victories in the Christmas Cracker Competition and House 
Chess.  Two of the most supported events of the year were the Performing Arts 
House Event and Sports Day.  It was because of the hard work behind the scenes 
that we were able to earn much needed points, taking first place in the Performing 
Arts. The endeavour from students such as Arrun Sangha, Adeel Rasheed and Amy 
Kyle on Sports Day was astounding and meant we could take a secure a second 
place.

Although we pulled through and won the House Cup, we must demonstrate great 
humility in the next year and, in the words of Henry Olonga, produce “more of the 
same”. We would like to thank Amy, Callum, Mrs Lisk, Mr Steer and of all the tutors 
for their unbelievable amount of help this year, as victory would not have been 
possible without them. 

Our new House Captains, Jon Brent and Amy Feetham, will be a great asset to the 
team next year, and we hope that they can lead us to victory once more!

NAVRAJ LALLI 12 Greenshields and ROXANNE HALL 12 Farrelly

First of all, we would like to say a big thank you to everyone 
who has taken part in all of the House events this year, 
giving both their time and energy to the House, because 
without you all, we wouldn’t have stood a chance. As House 
Captains, this year has been fantastic, seeing new levels of 
enthusiasm and team spirit, which have certainly made our 
jobs this past year slightly easier!

This year has been packed full of highs and lows for 
Galatians, kicking off early in the year with first cross-country 
and then Sports Week. Sports Week was a new concept 
which debuted this year, and it was particularly different 
as it meant that everybody in each year group had to take 
part. Notably, negativity was absent, with everybody giving 
their particular sport their all, helping us to secure second 

place in rugby, hockey, netball and cross-country, and an excellent first place in 
football. As we neared Christmas, the year continued to get better for us as a House, 
managing to win both ‘Yes, Chef’ and the Poetry and Prose competition. This was 
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First of all, we would like to say a huge thank you to all those 
who have participated in House events this year. Although 
our efforts were not quite enough to win the House Cup, we 
have shown real strength of character through our hard-work, 
commitment and determination – particularly on Sports Day. 

Undoubtedly, Sports Day was the highlight of this year, where 
we were able to demonstrate our sporting prowess on the track 
and field - not to mention the overwhelming support of the 
spectators who filled the stadium with their cheers and chants. 

House Assemblies have been another important factor in creating Romans House’s 
positive and persevering attitude. A personal highlight must be the Smoothie 
Challenge, where ‘smoothie’ concoctions, consisting of ingredients like milk, 
vinegar, eggs, cheese and garlic, were mixed and digested on stage - though in 
some cases, the smoothies did not remain digested for long, unfortunately, while the 
House Captains were still on the stage.

We have shown not only our physical ability, but also our musical, academic 
and creative talents in order to succeed in inter-House Events. Unfortunately, it is 
impossible to thank each and every individual who has participated in a House 
event this year; however, we would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
some students who have gone the extra mile for their House. The talented Alexander 
Walls (12 Neibig) composed a piece of music for the biggest musical band that the 
Performing Arts competition has ever seen. He also gave a solo performance, which 
left the crowd stunned; he opted for something slightly out of the ordinary- a rap. 
Within College, he’s now recognised as the ‘Lyrical Miracle,’ and has commented 
that: “we’ll be back next year with a new piece and a new place – 1st!” In terms 
of academic accomplishment, Jack Foley (12 Oughton) led Romans to first place in 
Brainstormers. Despite fierce competition, Jack proved that Romans have both the 
brains and the brawn of the Houses. 

We would like to take this opportunity to remember the the hard work of the House 
Managers. With their incessant support, infectious determination and heartfelt 
congratulations, Mr Grant and Mrs Rogerson continually keep Romans House 
motivated to do our very best. Every Roman is vital to our success, so onwards and 
upwards!

EMILY CROW 12 Neibig and CAMERON NYAMBEGA 12 Armour

ROMANS REPORT

supplemented by a great performance during Christmas Cracker, with the whole 
House contributing to give us a great second place. 

Summer Term came quickly, and with it came victories in rowing and softball; then, 
finally, it was the big event: Sports Day. With Galatians taking pride of place in the 
middle of the stands, a sea of red could be seen from the track, created by the red 
caps bought by many members of Galatians to show their support both for their 
House and the Africa appeal. Never in my time at Emmanuel have I ever seen such 
enthusiasm at a Sports Day, with everyone willing and ready to fight for that Sports 
Day trophy. Unfortunately, in what turned out to be possibly the closest House event 
in the history of Emmanuel College, we were beaten by the narrowest of margins – 
just one point – into third place, behind Corinthians. 

Overall, as a House, we had an amazing year, none of which would have been 
possible without the efforts of Mrs Banks, Mr Hall, the students of Galatians and, 
of course, Vikki and Andrew, whom we wish all the best as they leave Emmanuel. 
We are looking forward to the coming year, when we will welcome the new House 
Captains Katie and Lewis, and are hoping that next year will be even better!

EMMA HILL 12 Osterman
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SPORTS DAY RESULTS

 

Winner 
Girls 

Record 
Holder 

College 
Record     Event Winner 

Boys 
Record  
Holder 

College  
Record 

M Riffert H Lambert ‘06 12.5 s 

Hurdles 

Minor  K Lewis D Lambert ’08 12.4 s 
A Baker H Lambert ‘08 11.9 s Junior C Mather L Bloomfield ‘06 12.4 s 
O Ewart S Bell ‘08 12.6 s Inter E Adeniyi S Spence ‘11 15.4 s 

K Johnson A Scott ‘03 13.3 s Senior S Henderson A Gibson ‘08 16.2 s 
H Walker S Ferguson ’94 13.5 s 

100m 

Minor  S Anderson L McNall ‘11 13.0 s 
G Shield S Ferguson ‘95 12.8 s Junior A Makepeace D Robinson ‘03 11.6 s 
S Phillips K Gould ‘94 12.7 s Inter E Trott D Robinson ‘04 11.3 s 
S Martin S Varty ‘11 13.1 s Senior M Fairhurst I Johnson ‘07 11.3 s 
L Rippon S Ferguson ‘94 28.8 s 

200m 

Minor  C Lewis J Winter ‘05 27.5 s 
A Burbridge K Gould ‘93 27.4 s Junior O Lewis J Boyle ‘10 24.4 s 
K Newton K Murphy ‘11 27.4 s Inter R Dunlop L McNall ‘07 23.8 s 

S Montgomery S Montgomery 27.5 s Senior C Morgan L McNall ‘09 23.3 s 
A Lewis Z Njie ‘06 49.7 s 400m 

(300m for  
minor and 
junior boys 
and all girls) 

Minor  J Baggs L Morgan ‘10 46.5 s 
K Lemmon S Loraine ‘07 44.1 s Junior J Wilson J Warriner ‘14 39.2 s 

C Cook R Jameson ‘07 45.2 s Inter A Sparks D Robinson ‘05 52.3 s 
J Uddin A Seadon ‘11 46.9 s Senior M Lofthouse N Montgomery ‘09 53.9 s 
A Lewis S Bell ‘05 2’38.1 min 

800m 

Minor  K Milne  O Birney ’14 2’26.8 min 
A Baker S Bell ‘06 2’16.0 min Junior O Symington T Oliver ‘08 2’08.9 min 

S Walton S Bell ‘08 2’17.0 min Inter A Sparks N Montgomery ‘08 2’06.7 min 
I Bosanko S Montgomery ‘14 2’33.5 min Senior J Wallace N Montgomery ‘09 2’03.5 min 
M Riffert S Bell ‘05 5’12.3 min 

1500m 

Minor  K Jobes O Birney ‘14 4’55.4 min 
K Clelland S Bell ‘06 4’59.0 min Junior J Moran A Carr ‘14 4’34.2 min 
O Ewart S Bell ‘08 4’58.4 min Inter H Lisk L McCourt ‘09 4’24.1 min 

D Iwaniuk C Gibson ‘00 5’10.2 min Senior L Terrell L McCourt ‘10 4’28.3 min 
L Lynch-Deakin S Harrison ‘92 7.90 m 

Shot 

Minor  J Etherington C Smith ‘99 10.03 m 
L Guthrie K Devlin ‘97 8.94 m Junior L Lawrence J Warriner ‘14 11.44 m 
J Morgan K Devlin ‘98 8.72 m Inter J Warriner A Seraphine ‘09 11.94 m 
K Johnson A Scott ‘03 9.18 m Senior A Azam D Lambert ‘13 12.19 m 

E Cuthbertson S Barnes ‘96 16.90 m 

Discus 

Minor   K Milne A Boyle ‘12 25.79 m 
A Burbridge H Allen ‘02 21.88 m Junior L Lawrence J Skelton ‘04 36.05 m 

G Kyle NEW RECORD 22.5 m Inter A Boyle J Skelton ‘06 34.65 m 
A Steanson A Scott ‘03 23.06 m Senior A Sewell D Hughes ‘09 33.80 m 

S Byrne L Jobling ’96 17.96 m 

Javelin 

Minor E Wilson C Bell ‘03 24.08 m 
L Appleby A Winkworth ‘00 26.47 m Junior A Morris F Weatherill ‘13 39.50 m 

H Woolcock A Winkworth ‘01 27.78 m Inter R Cunningham J Edwards ‘11  41.74 m 
C Gaughan A Winkworth ‘03 26.00 m Senior R Lemmon P Leonard ‘05 34.67 m 

A Donnohue A Scott ‘98 1.35 m 
High  
Jump 

Minor K Milne S Gorman ‘14 1.49 m 
M Weatherill S Bell ‘07 1.53 m Junior S Gorman P Reynolds ‘09 1.60 m 

C Cook K Dunbar ‘05 1.53 m Inter A Boyle S Barras ‘97 1.76 m 
K Johnson L Smales ‘06 1.54 m Senior S Henderson D Shorten ‘12 1.80 m 
L Ribbon S Ferguson ‘94 4.11 m 

Long  
Jump 

Minor R Green J Winter ‘05 4.77 m 
A Burbridge L Smales ‘03 4.77 m Junior A Makepeace O Walker ‘08 5.90 m 
K Newton L Smales ‘04 4.95 m Inter M Chapman O Walker ‘09 6.03 m 

S Montgomery S Montgomery 4.68 m Senior C Morgan F Nyadu ‘12 5.79 m 
S Blackman S Ward ‘13 8.21 m 

Triple  
Jump 

Minor D Tunstall C Mather ‘13 9.46 m 
S Ward K Cuthbertson ‘13 9.30 m Junior C Mather G Ayres ’98 12.13 m 

O Ewart NEW RECORD 9.69 m Inter F Adeniyi L McNall ‘07 12.11 m 
Z Taylor R Shiel ‘00 11.66 m Senior M McTeer J Cloak ‘02 12.18 m 
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SPORTS DAY
Early one Tuesday morning in June, Emmanuel’s students and staff congregated 
at Gateshead International Stadium, some to compete, and some to cheer on the 
competitors in our annual Sports Day.

After the members of each House sat in their designated portion of the stadium, 
each House’s competitors communally ran a warm-up lap around the track. The 
competition kicked off with the 100m hurdles, and was swiftly followed by the 
javelin, discus, long jump, 1500m, and many other events. At half past eleven, we 
joined the nation in a one-minute’s silence respectfully commemorating the lives of 
the victims of the tragic shooting in Tunisia. The sporting events of the day ended 
with the relays; then followed the presenting of the prizes and titles. 

First, the titles of Victor and Victrix Ludorum were handed out for each age group, 
with some familiar names mentioned, and some new ones as well. Then the most 
anticipated result was announced: which House had won this year’s sports day? It 
was a very close competition, with a tiny difference of merely 15 points between 
first and last place! Galatians came last with 1,399 points. Corinthians followed very 
closely with 1,400 points, but Romans took the first place with 1,414 points.

We are sure that the lovely sunny weather added to everyone’s positive mood, and 
encouraged us all the more to cheer on our Houses!

KATE CLELAND 9 Murthy
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“This year was quite unlike the last; I think that this was the 
best year yet!” said Sarah Phillips (9 Honey).  Sarah, who 
was in Dr Howe’s group, obviously enjoyed herself – but she 
clearly wasn’t the only one.  “So much fun!  Lots of sweets – 
perhaps even more than last year!” said Rosie Foers (10 Scott).  Personally, I enjoyed 
it immensely because of the activities and the cheery Christmas atmosphere!

The video at the start of the Christmas bonanza was comical; Mr Winch sat in the 
futuristic-looking ‘Cracker Central’, and from there he gave his instructions for the 
video activity – a spot-the-difference round.  The video was played a second time 
with certain differences, such as random teddy bears sitting on the desks!  This 
new feature for 2014 surprised the students and teachers; who knew we had a 
professional TV studio here in Gateshead?

There were dozens of great challenges, but one that I enjoyed the most was the 
‘Teacher Face Swap’.  In this activity, teachers’ pictures from the Loaves and Fishes 
corridor were mixed together very peculiarly!  You had to guess which three 
teachers’ pictures had been mashed together, which Mark Schweitzer (10 Teasdale) 
described as “hard but hysterical… almost terrifying!”

To wrap it all up, the time came for the greatly anticipated music round.  In this 
final challenge, clips from popular songs such as ‘Eye of the Tiger’ by 
Survivor were played through the tannoy.  The aim was to guess the 
animal the song could be themed around.  

After waiting days to hear news of the winners and losers, with the 
Science and Maths Departments ready for 
another victory, we were met with a surprising 
result: Mr Stewart’s group came in last and 
Mrs Green’s group first.  Well done to all the 
other groups.  Maybe next year, Mr Peterson!

ELIZABETH CALVERT 9 Murthy

WHAT A CRACKER 
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WHAT A CRACKER 

SWIMMING 
GALA

CHESS 
Eagerly awaited each year, the House Chess Competition gives 
the opportunity for the College’s chess players to battle for 
points for their House, as well as compete for the coveted titles 
of Junior and Senior Chess Champion.  This year’s tournament 
was fiercely fought and kicked off with the House Competition.  
Each competitor challenged an opponent from a rival House, 
and since the overall ranking of the Houses was based on wins, 
games were tough, with everyone trying to lead their House to 
victory.  Victors in this contest were Corinthians, who stormed into the top place, to 
the delight of the tournament organiser, Mr Cumming.  Romans followed in second, 
with Galatians close behind. 

Following the House competition, the intense knock-out round commenced, aimed 
at finding the best chess players in College.  Each competitor was given a random 
opponent; win, and you could stay on in the competition, but lose, and you 
were immediately knocked out.  One of the contenders, Aaron Morris (9 Osman), 
explained: “It was very tense knowing that one mistake could knock you out of the 
competition.”  Within an hour, the players had been whittled down to the final eight 
– the semi-finalists who were to battle it out for the trophies.

These skilled challengers then played to leave the two Junior and two Senior finalists; 
one game stood between them and the title of Champion.  Two challenging 
matches ensued, full of tactics, talent and impending stalemates, and finally, the 
victors were revealed: Senior Chess Champion, James Cummins (11 Peterson) and 
Junior Chess Champion, James Ferry (9 Murthy). 

When asked about his victory, James Ferry declared that “it was a great feeling to 
win, and to know that all the effort I put into it was worth it”.

MICHAEL FARRELL 9 Milburn

On a chilly September 
morning, the College’s 
swimmers readied 
themselves for the annual 
Swimming Gala event. The 
competition was fierce, with 
many students engaging 
in the swim of their lives; 
however, there could only 
be one winner/swimmer. 
Corinthians were victorious 
after  an exhausting, but 
exhilarating, morning.
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This year’s Performing Arts Festival looked more professional than ever 
before.  With a fantastic sound and lighting system, even the rehearsals 
were impressive.  Indeed, the friendly yet competitive atmosphere 

between Houses made the afternoon of preparations an enjoyable 
experience, Mr Steer keeping everyone on track with his characteristic 
organisation and upbeat nature. 

All the acts put on a great show, from Hannah Wilkinson’s (8 
Buckley) scarily flexible gymnastic and dance routine, to 
Katherine Ruff (7 Wiecek) performing a powerful and festive 
rendition of Slade’s Merry Xmas Everybody. 

In addition to the acts, further entertainment was provided 
by the curious combination that was the judging panel.  To name just a few, Mrs 
Green provided heartfelt feedback to many candidates, being reduced to tears more 
than once throughout the show.  Mr Gill delivered Louis Walsh-esque entertainment, 
with wandering yet amusing commentary.  However, it was left up to Miss Nichol to 
provide the most honest and constructive criticism: a true Simon Cowell at heart. 

Some of the evening’s most memorable acts included Seyi Adeniyi’s (11 Heptinstall) 
stand-up beat-boxing routine - a comical yet highly skilled compilation of sounds 
and impressions.  Jacques Hudson (8 Lloyd) returned for his second consecutive 
Festival to perform a fast-paced tap-dance, filled with energy and confidence.  
Galatians House Captain Vikki Waugh (13 Wood) teamed up with Matthew Laidlaw 
(13 Wood), one of the stars of last year’s West Side Story, to provide a side-splitting 
rendition of Total Eclipse of the Heart, giving Mrs Green a front-row experience that 
was somewhat too close for comfort. 

When the results were announced, it was impossible to guess who the top three 
would be.  Third place went to Alexander Walls (12 Neibig), a former winner of the 
competition, and his trusty Romans House Band.  They performed a piece written 
by Alexander himself, including a very catchy rap and saxophone solo from Dominic 
Bell (10 Simmons).  Second place was awarded to Bethany Dunn (11 Phillips) 
and Andrew Ewart (11 Schneider), singing a beautiful and tear-jerking version of 
‘For Good’, dedicated to the late Mrs Williams, a woman of great importance and 

influence in both of their lives.  However, we were shocked to find out that 
we, Kara Ferguson and Emma Anderson, received first place, after singing 
the classic Elaine Page and Barbara Dickinson duet ‘I Know Him So Well’, 
accompanied by the fabulous piano skills of Mr Farquhar, a latecomer to 
the competition!  It was a great privilege given that this was our last year 
at Emmanuel College, and we both hope to honour Mrs Green’s wish for 

our continued friendship by 
singing this song annually. 

All in all, the Performing 
Arts Festival 2014 proved 

one of the most exciting 
displays of artistic talent yet!

KARA FERGUSON 
13 Wooler and 
EMMA ANDERSON 
13 Wood

PERFORMING ARTS
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PUSHING IT TO THE LIMIT
The whole school loved seeing students and teachers – from Senior Management to 
science fanatics – taking part in the 10,000 Press-Ups Challenge in March.

The entire yard was filled with students, some hopping to see over the heads of 
their peers to glimpse a shot of the action, while others had bagged a fantastic spot 
lounging near the speakers which blared summer anthems into the blue skies.

The fit and the fearless lined up at the longest edge of the tarmac and, although the 
skies were sunny, it was bitterly cold. In the ensuing minutes, we witnessed some 
gruelling scenes of determination and strength as participants pushed themselves to 
the limit, sweat decorating their faces and breaths coming in gasps. I’m sure at that 
moment they could have throttled Parham Safarimooki (13 Oughton), who dreamed 
up this fantastic fundraising idea!

“The goal of 10,000 may have 
previously been declared over-
ambitious, but this did not deter 
students of staff, who were eager 
to show off their strength and raise 
money for a good cause,” said Holly 
Parkin (11 Ridley).

A grand total of over £600 was raised 
– well done, everyone!

BRONWYN RIANI 11 Heptinstall and 
CHARLOTTE SEFTON 11 Ogborn

At the beginning of the year the task was revealed: raise £25,000 for the Emmanuel 
College 25th anniversary project to fund the building of a primary school in 
Tembisa, South Africa. By March, fundraising was well under way, the totaliser had 
been prepared and new schemes were being masterminded for the months ahead.

12/13 Ferstenberg had an idea so great that it was the talk of the school: a Teacher 
Dance-Off! The anticipation had gripped us all as we eagerly waited to enter the 
Main Hall for the star-studded line-up. Each teacher, dancing to a song for their 
subject, revealed themselves …

First came the man himself: Mr Ferstenberg, in full ancient Egyptian attire, dancing 
to none other than ‘Walk like an Egyptian’.  He exited to enthusiastic applause, to 
be replaced by one of Maths’ greatest hits: ‘The Circle Song’, complete with Mrs 
Renshaw and Miss Parkinson with hoola-hoops. With the audience in raptures, 
they left the stage for an astronaut: the Physics Department’s very own Mr Bourn, 
‘dancing’, equipped with a telescope, to ‘Spaceman’. The English Department 
followed, with the legends that are Mrs McHugh, Mrs Green and Mrs Scott. Their 
winning performance could only be described as phenomenal, and left the 
Languages Department with Monsieur Oliver (aka François Hollande) and Frau 
Neibig (aka Angela Merkel) in a close second.

In total, a fantastic £621.90 was raised. Congratulations to 12/13 Ferstenberg!

LEWIS BUSH 11 Heptinstall

DANCE YOURSELF DIZZY
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SIXTH-FORM 
CHARITY FOOTBALL
Venue: Gateshead Stadium 
Date: Thursday 9 April (Easter Holidays)
Time: 12.30pm kick-off

“The sun was shining and the banter was flowing.” – 
Ethan Langford

Two Sixth-Form football teams: African Stanley (Captain: Lewis Morgan) and 
Equitorial Guinea Pigs (Captain: Joe Donnohue) met for a charity football match to 
raise money for the EC25 Appeal.

Over 60 fans from Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 watched the match and generously 
donated to our Africa Appeal. 

The game ended in a 1-1 draw.  But in a final penalty shoot-out, African Stanley won 
4-2!

The total funds raised amounted to a staggering £835 … a massive thank you to all 
students who played and watched!

The players:
Ethan Langford, Matthew McTeer, Adam Bradford, Aaron Nagra, Govind Pannu, 
Lewis Morgan, Tatenda Musakanga, Matthew Lofthouse, Jack Lewis, Matthew 
Maddock, Will Todd, Liam Sowerby, Andrew Sundin, Joe Donnohue, Nathan Brown, 
Jack Foley, Navraj Lalli, Scott Renwick, Brett Mason, Aaron Armstrong, Matthew 
Fairhurst, Michael Iveson and Ryan Lemmon (ref).

Match Report:
By kick-off time the atmosphere was electric and everyone was pumped up.  After a 
poor start for African Stanley, Matthew Fairhurst took the lead.  It took a last-minute 
goal from Matthew Lofthouse (Equitorial Guinea Pigs) to equalise and thus require 
a penalty shoot-out.  There were fiery and assured performances from both teams.  
The penalties were nerve-wracking, but one player for African Stanley missed, 
followed by two for Equatorial Guinea Pigs, so the victory was all on the shoulders 
of Matthew McTeer (African Stanley) who dispatched the ball in a cool, calm and 
collected manner.  This epitomised the performance of African Stanley on the day, 
although Equatorial Guinea Pigs also gave an assured and quality 
performance.  

AARON NAGRA 12 Wood and 
ETHAN LANGFORD 12 Osterman
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MS COLQUITT’S DUATHLON 
FUNDRAISER
During May Bank Holiday weekend, Ms Colquitt of the 
Geography Department, took part in a duathlon to raise 
money for the South Africa appeal.  Over three days, she ran an 
incredible 55 miles and cycled 30 miles, following the coast from 
Berwick-upon-Tweed all the way down to Tynemouth.

“This is one of the biggest challenges I have done, as well as one 
of the most enjoyable.  It is definitely an unusual way to see the 

Northumberland coast!” she said.  Hopefully, she had plenty of moral support from 
her dog, Skye, who accompanied her the whole way!

NOAH CHARLTON 7 Colquitt

We decided on a Pop-up Easter Shop for our fundraising task.  With all of 
our ideas put together, we designed cards, decorations, and gifts.  The 
initial planning took place in January 2015 and we began to manufacture 
the cards first.  Over the following months we spent breaks and lunch-times 
manufacturing the other products.  We all agreed that this was very exciting in 
learning how to prepare a shop and to make goods that people would like to 
buy as Easter presents. 
 
When setting up the stall, we decided on a vintage feel and used displays that 
would complement the gift ranges.  Our first day of selling on Friday 27 March 
was very hectic; it surprised everyone how many students came.  It was the 
same on our second day, on Monday 28 March.  We enjoyed making the gifts 
but we all agreed that selling was our real forte!

In total we raised £323.67 - a fantastic amount to go towards the 25th 
Anniversary African appeal.  As a tutor group we set a target of £300, and to 
have exceeded this is wonderful!
  
TYLER DWYER, STEVEN JAREMKO AND JONNY PEACOCK 10 Butterfield

POP-UP EASTER SHOP
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POSTCARD FROM THE 
KING’S ACADEMY
Dear friends,

It is a privilege, once again, to be contributing to your Yearbook, in a year 
when your school, and our Foundation, has much to celebrate and give 
thanks for.

2014-15 was my tenth, and final, year as Principal of The King’s Academy, 
and in our annual Prizegiving ceremony in July, I dedicated my ten years 

of Headship to the students of The King’s and all that they have achieved over that 
time. With the expertise and commitment of the teachers and support staff, and with 
the vital support of parents and carers at home, many of our students have once 
again worked hard and achieved their ‘personal best’. At both GCSE and A-Level, a 
large number of students have excelled, yielding public exam results far beyond their 
original hopes and aspirations.

However, the four schools of the Emmanuel Schools Foundation (ESF) are about 
much more than exam results alone. In each College and Academy, we strive to 
foster in our young people a strength of character, where they seek to develop not 
only academic excellence but also moral fibre and spiritual understanding. This is 
achieved by a keen focus on the seven core values that you will be familiar with: 
Honourable Purpose, Humility, Compassion, Integrity, Accountability, Courage and 
Determination.  Furthermore, through the explanation and understanding of these 
seven core values, each College and Academy seeks to fully support ‘British Values’, 
which can be summarised as democracy, the rule of law, the freedom to hold other 
faiths and beliefs, and respect for others.

Perhaps the greatest pleasure of working as part of ESF over the years has been 
the willingness there has been from so many students to think of others before 
themselves. At The King’s Academy this year, more than £5,400 was raised for our 
three nominated charities, with more than £60,000  raised for good causes over the 
last twelve years. This willingness to prioritise those in need and those less fortunate 
than ourselves has, I know, been a hallmark of students in each ESF school, and 
all givers and fundraisers are to be commended for their individual and collective 
endeavours. There is no nobler calling than to put others ahead of ourselves in our 
thoughts, our words and our deeds.

So - well done for another successful year, as we all look forward to the challenges 
and exciting opportunities that lie ahead.  “May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15 v 13)

As I handover the Headship of The King’s to Mr David Dawes, I give thanks for all 
that has been achieved over the last twelve years, and I look forward with great 
excitement to all that will be achieved in the years to come. I wish Mr Dawes, all 
students, all staff and all senior leaders in each of our schools every success for the 
future.

With all best wishes from the students and staff of The King’s Academy,

CHRIS DREW Principal (2005-2015)
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POSTCARD FROM 
BEDE ACADEMY
Dear friends

How will you remember 2014-2015?  

Will it be the lasting friendships you have made 
within your own school and with those from your 
sister schools?  Will it be facing up to a challenge, 
doing your very best and finding that you have 
discovered a new talent?  Will it be helping someone less fortunate than you for no 
other reason than you wanted to make a difference?

Coincidentally, the theme for this year’s Presentation Day was Celebrating a World of 
Difference:  Making a World of Difference.  Students reflected on achievements in the 
past year and listened to the guest speaker, Mr Shephen Mbewe, who told of his life 
as a young child with very few books to read, very little food and no shoes, and who 
is now making a huge difference to others through his charitable work in education, 
healthcare and sustainable agriculture. He shared how his childhood was spent 
working in fields; he walked five miles a day barefoot to school along dusty roads 
and how he discovered comics and books while playing on a rubbish dump. He 
described how this discovery led him to learn to read and nurtured a passion within 
him for reading, and a desire to enable other people to discover the joy of reading.  I 
trust this will inspire others not only to take on challenges and conquer adversity but 
to be compassionate and help others too.

Following the disaster in Nepal at the end of April, the Student Action Group at 
Bede South decided to raise much needed funds to help those suffering.  They made 
small coin boxes, asking family and friends to fill them with their small change.  An 
amazing £1,835 was raised through their generosity and eagerness to help.  Year 
12 students have also travelled to South Africa to help in the Nokuphila School and, 
closer to home, students have again support the local community by helping with 
environmental projects to improve surroundings which others in Blyth will enjoy.

Students at all key stages have been growing in their persistence to strive to achieve 
their personal best and we were delighted to see that the Key Stage 2 attainment 
continues to be higher than the national average, as well as the increase in students 
achieving the level 6 across Mathematics, Reading, Writing and Spelling Punctuation 
and Grammar. It was also inspiring and humbling to see the tears of joy and pride 
amongst our Key Stage 4 and 5 students and their parents this summer when they 
received their results.  I am sure that they will now make a difference as young adults 
in whatever they aspire to do, whether it be university, college, apprenticeships or 
the world of work.

Let me wish you a wonderful 2015-2016 and trust that you continue to make a 
difference.

GWYNETH EVANS Principal
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POSTCARD FROM 
TRINITY ACADEMY
Emmanuel College are not the only member of the family to have a birthday. They 
are also not the only member to have a significant birthday! This year marks the 
start of our 10th year and, as we look back, we are grateful for the many blessings 
we have enjoyed. It is humbling to reflect on how many thousands of students 
have passed through the Academy; how many of those students have gone on to 
universities; how many lessons have been taught in that time; and, how many bacon 
butties have been eaten! And, what a privilege we have in being a small part of the 
journey of Trinity Academy.

In the summer, we held 
our Prizegiving and 
celebrated reaching a 
decade of “educating 
Yorkshire.” We were joined 
by a special guest who 
knows everything about 
triumphing in adversity and 
about working together 
as a team to achieve a 
goal. Victor Fellowes was a 
survivor of the recent ITV 
program, “Bear Grylls – the 
Island.” 

Victor described how the 
experience was unlike 
anything he had ever 
imagined, how it made 
him and the other islanders 
reliant on each other and 

how much he missed his wife and sons. In the program, he became the main food 
provider for the other islanders as an expert fisherman and showed everyone how 
to build a shelter for sleeping and protection. He was a fascinating guest and talked 
about the determination that was required to endure the difficult conditions on the 
island for twelve weeks.

Determination has been a real theme of the past two years for us as we have 
wrestled with difficult times. We are so glad to have the support of the family of 
ESF schools behind us and we look forward to being able to repay that care and 
compassion in the future. 

Best wishes,

DAVID PAGE Principal
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AN UNEXPECTED HONOUR
An unexpected honour awaited Ishank Arora when he left Emmanuel in 2014 to 
continue his education in America…

America… a different country, with different characteristics, and different customs. 
I would like to thank everyone at Emmanuel College for preparing me well for my 
adventure in the US.  Emmanuel’s character development through the seven core 
values, and its excellent educational environment made for a seamless transition into 
the US high school system, where I found myself, due to my father’s transfer to El 
Paso, Texas.

What I never expected was the great privilege of being invited to join the prestigious 
National Honor Society (NHS).  This is a nationwide organisation guided by four 
main purposes: to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to 
render service, to promote leadership, and to develop character in the students 
of secondary schools – very similar to Emmanuel’s objectives!  These purposes 
also form the criteria used for membership selection in each local NHS branch, or 
‘chapter’.  It was a proud moment to discover that I was eligible for the NHS, on the 
basis of my grade averages and an application detailing my strengths and abilities 
and services to the community.  Being thrown back into a familiar environment, so 
like Emmanuel College, was wonderful, humbling, and rather nostalgic.

NHS is a prestigious and formal organisation to be part of: prestigious because 
of the limited spaces in each chapter, leading to a rigorous selection process; 
formal because of the ceremonies and activities involved.  One such example is an 
induction ceremony in which the newly-admitted members pledge their allegiance 
to NHS.  Another is an election process for obtaining positions like President of the 
local branch, Vice-President, Treasurer, Audio/Visual Coordinator and Secretary.  
NHS is a superb organisation to participate in.  The projects which give back to the 
community and the scholarly opportunities provided by the NHS are second-to-
none.

While I’m delighted to find educational opportunities here in America similar to 
those I enjoyed at Emmanuel, the two places couldn’t be more 

different physically: the serene greenery in and around 
Newcastle compared with the barren desert land of El 
Paso; the cold, rainy weather of Newcastle as opposed to 
the sun and heat of El Paso; the green hills versus the rocky 
mountains.  I do miss Emmanuel College and would love 
to come back to visit.  I hope everyone there is doing well!
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MONTHLY REVIEW
SEPTEMBER
As protests in Hong Kong against Communist rule and 
government policies raged on, Emmanuel’s own campaign 
for justice was assisted by two sixth-form students, Georgia 
Middlemiss and Olivia Cossey. They were elected for the 
Gateshead Youth Assembly, joining Alice Drysdale, Jennifer 
Reay and Steven Anderson in their fight for the defeat of child 
poverty in the UK.

OCTOBER 
Britain voted to recognise Palestine, and Bolivia 
elected Eva Morales as president for the third 
term in a row, but Jack Manning, Robyn Watt 
and Rebecca Pittman were able to grasp the 
opportunity to expand their own horizons 
by winning the chance to visit the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg.

NOVEMBER
When the Sainsbury’s Christmas advert hit the screens, it not only 
moved the nation, but reminded us all of the 100-year anniversary 
of the start of World War One. Emmanuel’s Joshua Baggs also 
commemorated the outbreak of war by playing with the Sunderland 
AFC Academy team as they toured Ypres, Belgium, to mark the 
anniversary.

DECEMBER
Though Christmas was on the way, December 
saw tragedy, with a siege taking place in a café 
in Sydney and militants terrorising a school 
in Pakistan. However, the College’s efforts at 
helping many people in need, at what is often 
the harshest time of the year, brought a little 
light to the month. 258 shoeboxes were filled 
for the shoebox appeal, aiming to give hope to 
people suffering in Eastern Europe, Africa, and 
Asia.

JANUARY

Greece’s bold decision to vote in left-wing 
party Syriza was a surprise for Europe but, in 
what many others considered to be an even 
bolder move, six Year 10 students headed 
off to Lake Windermere to compete in the 
gruelling YMCA Outdoors Challenge with 
Mr Leonard. The team managed to win first 
place, much like Alexis Tsipras.
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FEBRUARY
Four sixth-form students came third in the ‘F1 In Schools’ 
National Final, winning a chance to compete in the global 
competition in Singapore in September later this year. 
Theirs wasn’t the only victory though, as it was announced 
that Australia had reached the Eurovision Song Contest 
Finals for the first time!

MARCH
Unrest in Ferguson, Missouri, after the shooting of Michael Brown 
last August, continued as protests against the police’s use of 
force continued elsewhere in the US, but students congregated 
in an altogether different manner to celebrate World Book Week. 
Competitions throughout the week provided entertainment for all 
and helped students from all years of the College to broaden their 
horizons.

APRIL
The Large Hadron Collider at CERN, in 
Switzerland, was restarted after two years; 
elsewhere in Europe, Year 10 students visited 
Berlin to delve into the Germany’s past, and 
made leaps and bounds in their knowledge of 
history as opposed to particle physics.

MAY
As the onset of external exams loomed over many students’ 
heads, another date was also intriguing the British public. 
On 2nd May, Princess Catherine gave birth to her daughter, 
Charlotte, who is fourth in line to the British throne. 

JUNE
As staff and students enjoyed their break from teaching, the whole College engaged 
in exchange visits, Tall Ships expeditions, outward-bound 
trips and work experience all over the country. Thus 
celebrating 25 years of Emmanuel while exploring new 
fields. Meanwhile, the entire country marked the 800th 
anniversary of the Magna Carta being sealed, bringing 
into law freedoms we still rely on today.

GEORGIA MIDDLEMISS 13 Wooler and MATTHEW FAIRHURST 13 Roberts 
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MARITIME MEMORIES
5.45am may seem terribly early to set off on a journey, but to 22 excited 
Emmanuel and Bede students, this was just the beginning of our ten-day 
seafaring escapade as crew aboard the Stavros S Niarchos.

After a couple of hours of travel, we arrived at the docks. The majestic sight 
of the tall ship was breathtaking, with the 200 square foot rigged brig 
being the biggest one built in the UK in a century. We were split up into 
three groups before being shown to our cabins, then called to the Mess 
Room where we were introduced to the crew and given our schedule. The 
first thing we had to do was to sign in and get our harnesses, waterproof 
pants and coats fitted, then put them on our individual hooks. Shortly after 
exploring the ship we (literally) learned the ropes in our first training lesson. 
We were taught how to cast the coils on deck, full turn, half turn, hand over 
hand, sweating and tailing, and how to cast the line out. We then had our 
first climbing task. After learning how to put our harnesses on safely, we 

practised switching the clips to cross over to the top while climbing. 

Following these exertions, our first meal, BBQ pork with rice and peas followed 
by pears and ice cream, was most welcome. We then visited the bridge deck and 
learned how to steer the ship. Following this was a safety talk and fire drill, including 
sounding the different alarms so we would know which was which. That night, we 
collapsed into our bunks, tired but content, and wondered what the next day would 
bring.

Each day on board followed a routine. After waking early for watch duty, we would 
report to the Mess for porridge, cooked breakfast and toast. Then we had Happy 
Hour, where we cleaned the ship, while listening to music, to make it shipshape! We 
then climbed 100 feet high to the yards to set the sails and admire the stunning view. 
At midday, the crew would meet in the Mess again for a hearty meal before taking 
the helm and steering the ship. When we were not on watch, we could relax on the 
bow of the ship or in our bunks. We often sat watching the spectacular sunset over 
the horizon.

The highlights of the trip included climbing, arriving, 
exploring ashore in Boulogne, and sampling the delicious 
crèpes. Competitions known as inter-watch challenges were 
also great fun. In these, we had to complete timed tasks, such 
as dressing a group member in 23 different items of clothing, 
or building the highest tower of cards. Climbing the yards to 
set the sails was great fun, although putting the sails away 
in high winds and driving rain was pretty scary! Hosting an 
open day for the public was really enjoyable too; the public 
loved looking around the ship. We did have a rough day on 
the Tuesday though, as the sea was really choppy and we 
had been sailing overnight, so everyone felt rather seasick. 

As we sailed into Blyth’s Dun Cow Quay, we all felt elated at what we had achieved 
as a group during our once-in-a-lifetime experience. We were thrilled to be 
interviewed by a local news reporter, who was very keen to hear our tales of life 
on the ocean wave. Whilst it was a relief to be greeted by our families back on dry 
land, we all agreed that the journey in the beautiful Stavros S Niarchos had been a 
challenging, life-changing adventure that we will never forget. 

DAISY HEWITSON 9 Murthy
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THE SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM 
Mr J Winch - Principal
Mr M Waterfield - Senior Vice Principal 
Mr S Grant - Vice Principal 
(Pastoral Oversight)
Mr M Hall - Vice Principal 
(16-19 Achievement)
Mr T Sims - Director of Teaching School
Mr G Steer - Assistant Vice Principal

THE SENIOR BOARD 
Mr S Gill - Senior Tutor 
Mrs M Green
Mrs D McDonnell - Senior Teacher (Learning)
Mr P McKenzie
Mr D Ridley

PASTORAL HEADS 
Mr N Ogborn - Deputy Senior Tutor
Mr D Greenshields 
Mr P Ingham 
Mr T Oakes 
Mrs L Simblet 
Mrs A Spurr 
Miss J Thompson
Mrs A Young 
 
ART
Miss J Butterfield (Head of Department)
Mrs S Cockell 
Mrs S Oakes 

BUSINESS EDUCATION
Mr S Robson (Head of Department)
Mr G Clarke (Head of Economics)
Mr S Hennessey (Head of ICT)
Miss D Baker 
Mr J Griffiths 
Mrs L Rowland
Mrs L Simblet 
Mr N Wiecek 

DRAMA
Mrs P Wells (Head of Department)
Miss R Oliver 

ENGLISH 
Mrs M Green (Director of English)
Mrs S Cox 
Miss E Gardner
Mr S Grant
Miss A Hennessey
Mrs D McDonnell 
Mrs M McHugh 
Mrs H Murthy 
Ms P Osterman 
Mr A Oughton 
Miss J Philipson
Mrs A Scott

Mrs R Scott
Mrs M Wooler 

GEOGRAPHY 
Mr L Yellowley (Head of Department)
Ms A Colquitt 
Mr A Farquhar 
Mrs K Heptinstall 
Mr T Sims
Mrs K Smith

HISTORY 
Mr S Bees (Head of Department)
Mrs G Buckley 
Mr J Ferstenberg
Mr S Gill 
Mr N Ogborn 

INDIVIDUALISED LEARNING 
Mrs N Armour 
Mrs S Cockell 

MATHEMATICS 
Mr D Ridley (Director of Mathematics)
Mrs G Barrass 
Mr D Caleya Chetty
Mr W Cumming 
Miss G Foster 
Miss J Hamilton
Ms N Joshi
Mr P Lawrence 
Mr J Lloyd 
Dr S Parkhurst 
Miss S Parkinson
Mrs R Renshaw 
Mr B Wood

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
Mr T Oliver (Head of Department)
Mrs A Neibig (Head of German)
Mrs A Allen 
Miss A Anthony
Mrs R Brown
Mrs R Magee
Mr S Mulgrew
Mrs K Roberts 
Mrs A Spurr 
Mrs A Young 

MUSIC 
Mrs D Dueck (Head of Department)
Mr E Bourn
Miss H Nichol 
Miss M Westerholm

STAFF OF 2014-2015
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Mr S Leonard (Head of Department)
Miss V Aspinwall
Mr D Bains
Mrs R Dawson
Mr P Ingham 
Mr L Lacey
Miss C O’Sullivan
Miss E Routledge

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Mr P McKenzie (Director of Religious Education)
Miss J Thompson (Head of Community & Ethos)
Mr D Greenshields 
Mr D Schneider 
Miss M Watters 

SCIENCE 
Mr C Farrelly (Head of Department & Physics)
Mr D Bourn
Mr T Oakes 
Miss B Milburn
Mr J Simmons
Mrs C Tully
Dr D Howe (Head of Biology)
Mr M Hall 
Miss N Milburn 
Miss J Teasdale
Mr J Ward 
Mr D Osman (Head of Chemistry)
Dr D Hartley
Miss L Jarvis
Mr S Layfield
Mr R Stewart 

TECHNOLOGY 
Mr P Ogden (Head of Department)
Mr D Hagon (Head of Electronics)
Mr J Honey (Head of Engineering)
Mrs L Glover  
Mr K Miah 
Mr D Mustard 
Mr C Peterson 
Mr G Phillips 
Mr G Steer 
Mr G Thompson 

SUPPORT STAFF
Mrs S Longton (P.A. to the Principal)

ACADEMIC OFFICE 
Dr K Benbow 
Mrs L Rickman 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
Mrs M Jackson (Head of Department)
Mrs C Boath 
Mrs C Clark
Mrs A Glaister
Miss M Jopling 
Mrs C Thompson 
Mrs A Whiteley

AUDIOVISUAL SERVICES 
Mr S Richardson (AV Services Manager)
Mrs V Dixon 
Mrs S Fingleton 
Mr G Nattrass 

FACILITIES 
Mr I Wildgoose (Facilities Manager)
Mr T Alexander
Mr G Wilson

FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Mrs P Everitt (Finance Officer)
Mrs J Allinson 

HOUSE MANAGERS 
Mrs M Banks (Galatians)
Mrs G Lisk (Corinthians)
Mrs S Rogerson (Romans)
Mrs A Rutter

LEARNING SUPPORT 
Mrs J Birleson 
Mrs G Corner 
Mrs R Saul
Mrs K Smith

LIBRARY & INFORMATION SERVICES
Miss J Philipson (Head of Department)
Mr J Johnson

NETWORK SERVICES 
Mr C Middlemas (Network Services Manager)
Mr A Lewis 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
Mrs J Atkinson (Senior Science Technician)
Mr B Buckley 
Mrs L Herring 
Miss K Stephenson 
Mr M Hern

TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
Mr D Runciman 
Mr S Thomas 
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