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THE MUSIC AND DRAMA DEPARTMENT 

Year 7 

Year 7 Autumn, Half-Term 1 Autumn, Half-Term 2 

Unit Title Introduction to the Language of Music  
(6 weeks) 

Instrumental Music (7 weeks) 

Key Question (s)? What are the building bricks that make up 
music? 

What are the different instruments of the 
orchestra? 

Threshold 
concepts 

The fundamentals of music, the ‘Elements of 
Music’ are used in every single topic from 
Years 7-13. Being able to define these 
elements and understand how to use them 
when analysing music is a threshold concept 
in this unit. In addition, knowledge of 
musical notation including note values and 
note names is essential.  
 

The orchestra is made up of the four 
instrumental families (brass, strings, 
woodwind, and percussion). Sonority is the 
element of focus here. Listening to and 
appraising music skills are developed.  

Link to Prior 
Learning 

 Students will have listened to a range of 
different instruments during the introduction 
to the language of music. During the discovery 
of instrumentation, students will have prior 
knowledge of some popular musical 
instruments such as flute, violin, guitar and 
piano. 

 Spring Term Spring, Half-Term 2 and Summer, Half-Term 1 

Unit Title Vocal Music (10 weeks) Music for Stage and Screen (6-7 weeks) 

Key Question (s)? How is the voice used as an instrument in 
music? 

How is music composed for the stage and 
screen? Musical genres.  

Threshold 
concepts 

There are a range of different voice pitches 
within vocal music including soprano, alto, 
tenor and bass, as well as treble, mezzo and 
baritone. Students will understand the 
musical term for texture (layers) and will 
have an understanding of how music is 
structured through songs. The exploration of 
texture will allow students to use technical 
vocabulary like ‘homophonic’ and 
‘polyphonic’. Song structure is also a 
knowledge concept which is vital when 
studying vocal music.  
 

The world of music for the stage and for the 
screen and the fundamental differences 
between the two genres. Focus will 
specifically be on Disney musicals, exploring 
the history of Walt Disney and how he 
changed the form of the musical forever. 
Students will explore and understand the 
songs, the lyrics, the story and the dancing 
and they impact these have on the audience. 
 

Link to Prior 
Learning 

Students will have a clear understanding of 
the pitch ranges for different instruments of 
the orchestra. This will give them the ability 
to recognise the different pitches of the 
human voice, using their prior knowledge of 

Students will have an understanding of vocal 
music and how pitch ranges have an impact 
on certain songs. Students will already be able 
to describe pieces of music using the elements 
of music and therefore will have the skills to 



pitch in different instrumental families. Their 
learning of the elements will support their 
descriptions when describing the different 
features of vocal music. Studying texture will 
give students a basic understanding of how a 
piece can be ‘thick’ and ‘thin’ depending on 
the instruments used. 

describe how songs from musicals work. They 
will also be able to recognise the instruments 
used for the accompaniment of these songs. 

 Summer Term 

Unit Title Fusion Music (7 weeks) 
 

Key Question (s)? What is fusion and how do we recognise it in music? 

Threshold 
concepts 

Fusion music and its importance culturally and musically. The focus is specifically on Celtic 
music and the culture of the different countries that combine to create Celtic music and why 
this is classed as fusion. Students will study and perform the piece ‘Greensleeves’ and analyse 
its Celtic roots. Celtic music in film, specifically Lord of the Rings, will enhance understanding 
of Celtic fusion.  

Link to Prior 
Learning 

Students will have explored a variety of genres from orchestral to stage and film music. In 
addition, they will now have a firm grasp of the elements. This is a further extension of their 
understanding of how all of the musical elements and genres combine. Fusion is essentially 
the drawing together of musical styles of usually two different cultures. This scheme comes at 
the end of the year to allow the students to gain a wide repertoire of listening beforehand to 
be able to grasp the concept of fusion.  

Knowledge and 
Sequencing 
Rationale 

Introduction to the language of music 
This unit introduces students to the fundamentals of music. The ‘Elements of Music’ are used 
in every single topic from Years 7-13. Students will learn the definitions to these elements and 
understand how to use them when analysing music. They will also study musical notation 
including note values and note names. The curriculum is heavily based on performance and 
composition; therefore, these are the essentials of knowledge to enable students to develop 
their performance skills.  
 
Instrumental music – instruments of the orchestra  
This unit explores the orchestra and the four instrumental families (brass, strings, woodwind 
and percussion). Students will learn about the sounds that these different instruments make 
and why a composer will choose specific instruments depending on their sonority. Students 
will listen to a range of different orchestral pieces and develop an understanding of the roles 
of different instruments; listening to and appraising set works whilst also being introduced to 
recital music skills.  
 
Vocal music 
This unit explores the human voice, understanding the parts of the body that have an impact 
on how we sing. Students will grasp the knowledge of pitch ranges – soprano, alto, tenor and 
bass as well as additional vocal groups. They will be able to recognise the different voice 
groups in pieces of choral music. In addition to this, they will explore ‘The Rhythm of Life’ 
which demonstrates the different layers of vocal groups. The exploration of texture will allow 
students to use technical vocabulary like ‘homophonic’ and ‘polyphonic’. Song structure is 
vital when studying vocal music, so the learning of structure and form is taught to develop 
this. 
 
Music for stage and screen 
Students explore the magnificent world of music for the stage and for the screen. They will 
learn the main difference between the two. They will focus specifically on Disney musicals, 
exploring the history of Walt Disney and how he changed the form of the musical forever. 
Students will explore how songs work in these musicals, how the lyrics are written and what 
impact they have, the storyline and what they relate to, the dancing and how that impacts the 



storyline. Students will also be able to describe the music from Disney musicals using the 
elements of music. 
 
Fusion music 
This unit introduces students to what fusion music is and why it is so important, culturally and 
musically. The focus is specifically Celtic music. They will study the different countries that 
combine to create Celtic music and why this is classed as fusion. Students will study and 
perform the piece ‘Greensleeves’. They will understand how the piece is recognised as Celtic 
music with the main focus being on instrumentation and rhythm. Students will also look at 
the use of Celtic music in film, specifically Lord of the Rings, and how this helps to fit with the 
storyline. 

 


