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THE MUSIC AND DRAMA DEPARTMENT 

Year 9 

Year 9 Autumn, Half-Term 1 Autumn, Half-Term 2 

Unit Title Instrumental Music (7 weeks) Vocal Music (7 weeks) 

Key Question (s)?  

How to compose a piece of instrumental 
band music? 

What are the key features and styles of 
popular song and how can I use them to 
compose my own song?  

Threshold concepts Fanfares and marches are the focus of 
instrumental band music. The musical 
features of each are explored, specifically 
focusing on the instrumentation, the 
tonality as well as rhythmic styles used in 
compositions. 
 
Developing tonality and introduction to 
scales – major, minor, mode, pentatonic 
and their emotive qualities.  

Popular song structure: verse, chorus, bridge, 
outro, and the development of melody. In 
addition, understanding chord sequences; 
using major and minor chords to explore 
tonality.  
 

Link to Prior 
Learning 

Students will have an understanding of the 
brass and percussion family from their 
exploration of orchestral instruments. They 
will know about the importance of major 
and minor tonalities and their impact that it 
has on pieces. Students will also know what 
is meant by a scale and why they are used 
for composition. 

Students will have an understanding of vocal 
music and the importance of choosing the 
correct voice for a song. They will also know 
about song structure from the Blues unit in 
Year 8. They have also just recently 
completed a composition assessment which 
required a structure to it. They can also use 
their prior keyboard work to support their 
playing during this topic. 

 Spring Term Summer Term 

Unit Title Music for Stage and Screen (7 weeks) Fusion music (7 weeks) 

Key Question (s)? How do I create music for film and which 
pieces are examples for me to learn from? 

What is fusion and how do we recognise it in 
music? 

Threshold concepts The extensive usage of music in film to 
create mood, for example, suspense and 
excitement. The key features of film music 
will be explored, including:  
o Diegetic and non-diegetic music and its 

use in film.  
o Different moods of film music and how 

a composer can achieve this.  
o Tonality and instrumentation in a film 

score.  
o The main motifs and themes in a film 

score.  

Latin fusion, experiencing Latin American 
music and the sub-genres involved:  
o Jazz and its influence on Latin music  
o Samba music and why it is so important 

in Brazilian culture.  
o The introduction of Bossa-Nova music. 
o Understanding the use of improvisation, 

sequences, and extended chords in this 
piece. 

 



o In addition, composition using Sibelius 
begins in this scheme.   

 

Link to Prior 
Learning 

Students will use their prior knowledge of 
music for stage and screen to support their 
learning. They will know about the historic 
timeline of musicals and how they got 
where they are today. They will know about 
the main components of a musical which 
will support their assessment work in this 
topic. They can use their knowledge of the 
elements of music to understand how a 
composer has achieved mood. 

Students will have an understanding of the 
key features of African and Celtic music. 
Students will already know that there are 
some genres specific to a country and may 
already know some of the instruments used 
in Latin American music. Students know 
about programme music and should grasp 
the idea that Samba music is composed for a 
carnival. 

Knowledge and 
Sequencing 
Rationale 

Instrumental music 
Students will look specifically at fanfares and marches. They will explore the difference 
between the two and why they are composed. Students will identify the musical features 
used in each, specifically focusing on the instrumentation of brass and percussion, the 
tonality of the music, as well as the rhythms required to make a march or a fanfare 
successful. Students will gain the knowledge of composing a march/fanfare by using the 
musical features learnt. They will compose a piece which will be assessed and must match 
the criteria of a march or fanfare. 
 
Introduction to scales – major, minor, mode, pentatonic and the importance of using scales 
to compose your music. Knowing that major scales suggest a happy and light-hearted piece, 
whilst a minor scale can give a feeling of sorrow or aggression. 
 
Vocal music 
There are a range of different song styles within vocal music. Students will understand the 
range of terms associated with the popular song structure such as, verse, chorus, bridge and 
outro. Melody and how create successful melodies in integral to their course. Students will 
also gain knowledge of a chord sequence using major and minor chords. Students will 
understand that certain pop songs may include tonalities of both major and minor. Students 
will also write lyrics for their song based around a certain topic and must fit with their 
composed melody. They will develop their understanding of structuring songs so that the 
chorus is always the main feature. 
 
Music for stage and screen 
Music can be used in films and can be used to create certain moods such as suspense and 
excitement. Students will understand the key features that make up film music and study 
set works. 
 
Key knowledge will include diegetic and non-diegetic music and why composers use a 
mixture of both in their film scores. Different moods of film music and how a composer can 
achieve this. Tonality and instrumentation in a film score like Psycho. The main motifs and 
themes of James Bond will be explored using Sibelius – a programme which is a vital skill for 
GCSE. They will use these main themes and compose a piece of film music which matches a 
James Bond trailer. 
 
Fusion music 
Exploring Latin American music and the sub-genres involved. Jazz is an important influence 
for Latin American music and students will understand how this achieved. They will explore 
what samba music is and why it is so important in Brazilian culture. The introduction of 
Bossa-Nova music will prepare the students for the GCSE set work ‘Samba em Preludio’ 
which we also explore in the latter stages of the Year 9 course, understanding the use of 
improvisation, sequences, and extended chords in this piece.  
 

 


