
 

 
2 February 2021 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students 
 
I would firstly like to offer my sincere thanks to the whole college community for all that is taking place 
in homes across our region to ensure that children miss out on as little as possible at this time.  I fully 
recognise how challenging it is to support children who are learning remotely and I know that many 
of you share my deep sadness about the extent to which young people have lost out due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.  I am also so thankful for our staff team who, as you know, are doing what they 
can to make remote learning effective. 
 
Returning to school  
 
I would dearly love to be able to communicate with certainty about when students are likely to return 
to school but as you will know, I cannot do so.  We do know that students will not return before 8 
March but whether all or any students will return on this date remains unclear.  I can assure you that 
we are doing all we can to make sure that we will be ready to welcome students back to Emmanuel 
as soon as we are permitted to do so and will communicate with you as soon as information becomes 
available. 
  
External examination results 
 
Although some of the detail in relation to awarding grades for Year 11 and Year 13 students remains 
unconfirmed, we can be almost certain that work and assessments still to be completed will play a 
large part in the grade awarding process.  It is, therefore, essential that students in these year groups 
work as hard as they can at this time, engaging as fully as possible with remote learning and 
opportunities for revision and support.  We will confirm our processes as soon as we are given greater 
clarity by the Department for Education and the exam boards.  I can confirm that we will do all we can 
to ensure students receive the grades they deserve. 
  
Some parents have asked whether we shall consider being more lenient with sixth form admissions 
criteria this year.  Last year, we published revised admissions criteria in advance of the sixth form 
enrolment day and we will do the same this year.  The admissions criteria exist principally to guide 
students towards the best courses for them, so they will remain in place while some modifications will 
be made to reflect the very challenging situation that our students have been placed in. 
 
Assessment and reporting  
 
There have been a number of queries about assessments and reports.  This is an important matter 
that we would like to address in detail and to that end, Mr Ogborn will be sharing a video towards the 
end of the week, outlining our plans for assessment and reporting in the current climate and into the 
future.  Please do look out for that.  
 
The (home) school day! 
 



Firstly, please allow me to acknowledge that for some families, flexibility with timings throughout the 
day is essential.  I understand this and do not wish to add any unnecessary pressure to any of our 
families at this time.  I would ask, however, that best efforts are made to follow the timing of the 
school day, which begins at 8:55am with Good Morning Emmanuel.  There are numerous benefits to 
doing so, not least the keeping to routine and healthy sleep patterns which will, in turn, ensure 
students make the most progress possible during this time.  
  
Staff news 
  
Some of you may know that Mr Hirst has chosen to move on from Emmanuel College.  Mr Hirst will 
be known to many as an expert chemistry teacher and supportive colleague and I know that he will 
be missed by many.  Mr Hirst has taken the decision to move on from Emmanuel College and to 
relocate to be nearer family.  I know you would want me to express my thanks for all that he has done 
to serve the College community and we trust that this change will represent a positive step for him.  Mr 
Osman will now work with colleagues to ensure that Mr Hirst's teaching groups are allocated to 
appropriate staff.   
 
Further help and support  
 
Finally, let me restate our desire to do all that we can to support families at this time.  Please do ask if 
there is anything further we can do and please do encourage your child to keep in regular contact with 
their teachers throughout each day and to shout if they have queries or concerns. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Matthew Waterfield 
Principal 


