SIXTH FORM
PROSPECTUS 2021 - 2023

WELCOME
TO EMMANUEL COLLEGE
SIXTH FORM
You’re probably reading this
because you’re in Year 11 and,
planning the next step. If so, then
you’ve got a lot to look forward
to. Most sixth formers would say
that their sixth form years are the
best years of their lives – so far.
Sixth form is about growing into
adulthood and preparing to leave
home.
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Of course, principally Emmanuel College is
a place for serious academic study but we
are also committed to providing an holistic
education with an emphasis on developing
character. And there is this difference from
Year 11: you choose only subjects that
interest you and that you’re good at so you
might want to turn to page 11 first and see
what we offer.

You’ll also have independent study periods:
time when you’re responsible for moving
your learning forward. If you are up to date
with work you can choose whether to study
in the subject department, sixth form centre
or library (using laptop computers), or work
out in one of the state-of-the-art fitness
rooms. Successful independent study is
about time-management and self-discipline
– exactly the skills you’ll need at university.
Are you up for the challenge?

Mr Matthew Waterfield,
Principal
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Probably the best preparation for adulthood
is to do hard things. The Emmanuel Sixth
Form will certainly push you out of your
comfort zone. Your social circle will be
wider, and competition will be stronger;
you may decide to take on the Duke of
Edinburgh Challenge, get involved in
service in the community, learn to play
an instrument, play your sport at a new
level, take a lead part in the sixth form
Production, apply to Oxbridge, sing in front
of two thousand people, teach your subject
to a group of Year 8 children on a visit.

External
Examinations

Begin UCAS
application
form

Academic
Tutorials

External
Examinations

Assessment
5

Academic
Tutorials

Assessment
4

Academic
Tutorials

Rehearsal
Examinations
Academic
Tutorials

Year 12

Year 13
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6

NOVEMBER HALF TERM
Assessment
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Uniform can be ordered and subsequently
purchased from our uniform shop. Please see
our website for opening times over the summer:
www.emmanuelcollege.org.uk/parents/uniform/

CHRISTMAS

Dispatch of
UCAS
Forms

UNIFORM

FEBRUARY HALF TERM

Assessment
1

In past years we have taken Year 12 to
Whithaugh in September to help them bond as
a year group. We do not know yet whether this
will go ahead in September 2021. If we are able
to offer this, we would expect all students to
attend where reasonably possible, and will let
students know with as much notice as possible.
For budgeting purposes this usually costs
around £200.

EASTER

Assessment
2

YEAR 12 VISIT TO ROCK UK,
WHITHAUGH COUNTRY PARK

We invite all applicants and their parents to a
Virtual Open Evening from 6:00pm to 8:00pm
on Thursday 11 March. Should external
applicants wish to apply, they should fill in an
online expression of interest form here on our
website.

MAY BANK HOLIDAY WEEK

Assessment
3

All students, both those at Emmanuel College
and those at other schools for Year 11, will need
to complete an application form for Sixth Form
once their results are confirmed. We will contact
students with the confirmed timings for this
when the arrangements for the release of GCSE
results are confirmed.

If you are in Year 11 at Emmanuel, or thinking
of trying a new school and feel excited at the
thought of joining our sixth form community,
then we would love to hear from you, so
please look carefully at the general and specific
criteria in this booklet and start to choose
your subjects. All Year 11 students currently
studying at Emmanuel will be invited to submit
their preferred subjects to us online, along with
any external students who have expressed an
interest in joining our sixth form.

Academic
Tutorials

Students applying to Emmanuel from other
schools will need to bring a copy of their results
to Emmanuel College when they are released.

WHAT DO I DO NEXT?

SUMMER TERM

Provisionally, the GCSE Results Day is scheduled
for Thursday 26 August. We would ask that
students are available on both Thursday 26 and
Friday 27 August to discuss this application.

Wednesday 8 September 2021 at 8:10am

SPRING TERM

The arrangements for the collection of GCSE
Results and Registration with Sixth Form will
depend on the timing of the release of GCSE
results this year.

START OF COLLEGE TERM

AUTUMN TERM

GCSE RESULTS AND REGISTRATION FOR
SIXTH FORM

OVERVIEW OF YEAR 12 AND 13

Scottish
Borders
Visit

IMPORTANT DATES

Entry to the Emmanuel College Sixth Form is
based upon merit. Preference will be given to
students who:
•
•

are academically capable of dealing with 		
the rigour of their chosen course;
have demonstrated in their school career
to date that they have contributed to wider
school life

The Emmanuel Sixth Form is a supportive
environment in which students are challenged
to achieve their personal best and inspired
to serve others with their talents. There is
an opportunity on the application form for
applicants to outline how they would contribute
in an environment such as this.

A. General admissions criteria
•
•
•
•
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•

Five GCSEs at grade 5 or higher including
English and maths
An exemplary conduct record from January
to June in Year 11
An attendance of at least 93% in Years 1011, or a relevant medical explanation
A willingness to participate in the Sixth Form
Leadership Programme
A willingness to commit to all aspects of the
Learning Agreement

B. Subject specific admissions criteria
Entry into the individual A level courses is
dependent upon specific entry requirements, as
detailed by each subject.
Note that a minimum grade 6 is required
for many subjects. Some subjects, such as
mathematics, chemistry, biology, physics
and languages where the jump to A level is
particularly challenging, will require candidates
to have a strong grade 7 or above.

C. External admissions
Emmanuel really welcomes applications from
other schools and benefits greatly when
students join from elsewhere. Students who
are interested in joining the Emmanuel College
Sixth Form are welcome to contact Emmanuel to
arrange a taster day during Year 11.
Where the grades achieved by a student
narrowly miss the entry requirements for the
courses requested to studied, the Principal will
exercise his discretion in making the offer of a
sixth form place.

VISION AND VALUES
Emmanuel College is a well-respected City
Technology College in which you will find
the highest standards of post-16 education
delivered within a caring Christian environment.
Our aim is to help young men and women
achieve their best academically and to develop
their character to make a positive difference
to the world they live in as they become the
leaders of the future.
Again, probably the best preparation for
adulthood is to do hard things. Academically we
focus on traditional, facilitating A levels which
are still the ‘gold standard’ for universities and
employers. Every student in the sixth form will
be challenged to serve others in a leadership
role and this may be anything from leading a
choir, coaching or mentoring younger students.
We have carefully thought through the core
values listed in the Mission Statement which
underpin all we do in College. They are based
on the character of Christ. Staff recognise that
they apply in the first place to them but similarly,
as leaders in the student body, sixth formers
take the lead in living out our core values.

INTELLECTUAL DISCIPLINE
The Emmanuel Sixth Form involves learning
how to think. Knowing how to think, we know
how to learn. Thinking and learning require
intellectual discipline.

Getting Started

Executing Well

Handling Challenges

Curiosity: a disposition to
wonder, ponder, and ask why. A
thirst for understanding and a
desire to explore.
Slogan: Ask questions!

Attentiveness: a readiness
to stay focused and on
task. Notices and attends to
important details.
Slogan: Look and listen!

Open-mindedness: an ability
to think outside the box. Gives
a fair and honest hearing to
competing perspectives.Slogan:
Think outside the box!

Intellectual humility: a
willingness to own up to one’s
intellectual limitations and
mistakes. Unconcerned with
intellectual status or prestige.
Slogan: Admit what you don’t
know!

Intellectual carefulness: a sensiIntellectual courage: a
tivity to the requirements of
readiness to persist in thinking
good thinking. Quick to notice
or communicating in the
face of fear, including fear of
and avoid intellectual pitfalls
and mistakes.
embarrassment or failure.
Slogan: Take risks!
Slogan: Avoid errors!

Intellectual autonomy: a
capacity for active, selfdirected thinking. An ability to
think and reason for oneself.
Slogan: Think for yourself!

Intellectual thoroughness: a
willingness to probe for deeper
meaning and understanding.
Unsatisfied with mere
appearances or easy answers.
Slogan: Go deep!

Intellectual tenacity: a
willingness to embrace
intellectual challenge and
struggle. Keeps one’s “eyes on
the prize” and doesn’t give up.
Slogan: Embrace struggle!
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WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR IN
PROSPECTIVE SIXTH FORM STUDENTS?

From the beginning of sixth form courses, whether
A level or vocational, students are expected to
work in a self-motivated and responsible way to
produce work of the highest quality.

LESSONS
Students develop the skill of noting the most
important ideas, concepts and arguments in a
concise fashion. Further help in note-taking is
outlined in academic diaries. Students should
arrive punctually for every lesson and immediately
catch up on any work that is missed for whatever
reason. Some time should be invested at
weekends revising the work covered that week
so that mastery is achieved. This also clarifies
any problems of understanding that arise. Those
students unable to maintain this routine are put
on a supervised programme of directed study until
they catch up.

INDEPENDENT STUDY
The purpose of independent study (IS) is to
encourage a deeper understanding of the
subjects studied, and to develop organisation,
responsibility and self-motivation. The choices
involved require students to manage their own
learning outside of taught lessons and are good
preparation for adult life.
The following independent study facilities are
available for the responsible majority to use:
•

•
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•
•

The sixth form centre, in which the
atmosphere is of focused, but not necessarily
silent, work. There are plenty of computers, as
well as access to library resources next door;
The library, available for silent study and
research, equipped with laptop computers;
IT open area computers;
Specialist rooms for music, art and technology
students, which may be used with the
agreement of departmental staff;

Students who struggle to study independently
– who miss deadlines or submit substandard
work – may be referred by their teacher to attend
directed study (DS) for the following week under
direct staff supervision.
The most effective routine for students is to revise
in College during their Independent Study periods

and complete their homework at home. Every
year the most successful students are those who,
each week, complete 10 hours of independent
study time in College and at least 10 hours of
work from home during the evenings and over the
weekend. As students approach assessments and
examinations, this time is expected to increase.
Part-time work is very valuable for many students,
but we require that students do not work more
than 10 hours a week. Students who work more
than this risk falling behind and will struggle to
complete their courses.

TUTORIALS
Each sixth form student has a form tutor who
they will meet daily. They will also be assigned
an academic tutor who will meet with them
throughout the year. These interviews enable the
College to assess individual progress whilst also
giving them the chance to share areas of diﬃculty
and concern with a member of staﬀ who will
be looking out for their personal interests over
the next two years. The academic tutor is a key
member of staff to assist sixth form students to
make the transition from school to university or
the world of work.

PERIODIC TESTING
Every 6 weeks there is an assessment in class
in each subject the results of which will be
communicated to parents. These assessments are
cumulative and will cover a selection of all the
material studied to date.

TIMETABLE AND EXTERNAL
ASSESSMENT
•

•
•

A sixth former’s week is made up of twentynine periods of teaching plus two periods
of philosophy, theology and ethics (PTE) or
guidance and two periods of games.
All courses are a two year commitment and
once a course has begun it is expected that
the student will see it through to conclusion.
All courses run in response to demand, and
where there is over-subscription the Principal
will make final decisions about entry. It
is hoped that no subject will have to be
withdrawn through lack of numbers.

SIXTH FORM UNIFORM
Sixth formers wear a distinctive uniform
designed to project a professional, businesslike
image. Sixth formers are naturally a focus of
inspiration to younger students, and the way
in which they dress sets a lead; it is therefore
vitally important that a high standard is set in
respect of both smartness and modesty and that
uniform exemplifies the sixth form community.

UNIFORM
The Emmanuel College Uniform guide (see
below) outlines uniform requirements for day
wear and PE, indicating which items must be
bought from the school uniform shop. The bullet
points below provide detail regarding how the
uniform is to be worn:
• Trousers should be pulled up properly, using
a plain black belt if required.
• Skirts are worn to within an inch of the knee
and not rolled over at the top.
• Ties are to be worn waist length and pulled
up to cover the top shirt button.
• Knots must be slender and all shirt buttons
should be covered.
• Shirts must be kept fully tucked in.
• Blazers are to be worn at all times in
the building: between lessons and when
stepping out of a classroom. Students may
only take off blazers when agreed by their
teacher.
• Blazer sleeves should not be rolled up, and
blazers must be buttoned up for assemblies.

SHOES
All students wear plain black, sensible,
polishable shoes. Unlike younger students, some
sixth form students wear shoes with minimal
metal accessories which are part of the shoe
design and not a fashion statement. Shoes
with other distinctive fashion features, such as
moccasins, training shoes and boots, are not
worn as a normal part of day wear. Stilettos
and sharp-heeled shoes are not worn for health
and safety reasons, and all heels are not to
be excessively high. All shoes must provide
substantial foot support, therefore thin-soled
ballet pumps are not allowed. In the summer
term girls may opt to wear flesh-coloured tights
rather than the normal black tights.

JEWELLERY AND MAKEUP
Girls limit their jewellery to a single ring, a single
discreet gold or silver chain with a pendant
(which must also be discreet), a discreet stud
in each ear lobe and a slender gold or silver
bracelet; boys, a single ring. Students are asked
to remove any item of jewellery which is gaudy,
conspicuous or otherwise out of line with these
guidelines, and confiscation follows any repeat
offence.
Girls may wear make up, but this must be
tasteful and discreet. Nail varnish is also allowed,
but must be in natural, unobtrusive single
colours.

HAIR
Hairstyles – to be neat and tidy, as befits a
professional, business like environment.
• Hair that extends beyond the collar must
be tidy and worn in a way that it does not
obscure the face.
• Hair may be dyed, but this is a subtle, natural
effect: hair that is noticeably different
colours (e.g. bold highlights or streaks) or
non-natural shades (ash blonde/white,
colours such as mahogany/purple, jet black,
peroxide) are not permitted.
• Appropriate use of styling products can be
used.
• Any hair clips or adornments should be in
metallic or dark colours, not ostentatious.
• Beards must be kept well groomed and free
from adornment or dye.
• Any hair-cut should avoid extreme styles
that would be out of place in a professional
environment (such as sculpting, lines, ‘spikes’,
significant and ostentatious steps) and hair
should not be shaved.
• It is the decision of the Sixth Form team as
to what constitutes an acceptable hairstyle
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ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILITIES

CHOOSING SUBJECTS
Arts and Humanities

Science and Technology

Art

Biology

Business Studies

Design and Technology: Product design

Drama
Economics
English Language
Assessment
primarily
by exam

COMPULSORY CURRICULUM

English Literature
French

Chemistry
Further Mathematics (2 A Levels)
Mathematics
Physics

Geography
German
Graphic Communication
History
Latin
Music
Politics

BTEC National Diploma in Business (Equivalent to 2 A Levels)

How do I decide the best subjects for me?
An exciting thing about being a sixth former
is that you study only the A level subjects you
choose. That’s great, because few of us are good at
everything! There are five questions to ask:
1. Am I more ‘arts’ or ‘sciences’? See below on this.
2. What do I enjoy? What would it be a pleasure
for me to spend two years studying?
3. What am I good at? What comes naturally
to me? (Ask your parents, and teachers and
friends who know you!)
4. What do I want to do next? What will open
doors for the future? If you don’t yet know
what you want to do next that’s OK; choose
subjects that keep your options wide open.
5. What subjects work well together? What
subjects make sense in combination? The way
the table is organised above may help.
How many subjects should I do?
You need to finish Year 13 with three strong A levels.
Senior staff will advise you about this important
decision as you apply.
Am I ‘Arts and Humanities’ or ‘Science and
Technology’?
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Cambridge Technical in Sport and Physical Activity
BTEC National Certificate in IT (Equivalent to 1 A Level)

According to The Open University, “The arts
and humanities… are all concerned with cultural

BTEC National Diploma in Science (Equivalent to 2 A Levels)
BTEC National Extended Diploma in Engineering
(Equivalent to 3 A Levels)

expression and how it has come to take the forms
that exist today… You’ll gain insight into the modern
world we live in and how we got to where we are.
And you’ll pick up skills in information management
and analysis, communication and presentation, and
the valuable ability to think both creatively and
critically.” Science and mathematics, on the other
hand, involve the unfolding discovery of order and
pattern in our universe. Studying sciences enhances
our understanding of the world, allowing us to
improve our social and economic future, and it fills
us with awe and wonder. Maths is at the heart
of advances in science and technology, as well as
providing problem-solving and decision-making tools
for many areas of life. Engineering and technology
put science and maths principles to work to create
products which make our lives easier, and require the
ability to solve problems imaginatively.
Most (but not all) of us are more one column than
the other. But there’s nothing wrong in choosing two
closely-related subjects and one contrasting one
from the other column.
Vocational subjects are incredibly valuable subjects
and should not be dismissed by students. They offer
a credible route into both employment and quality
universities. We strongly advise students to consider
our vocational offerings when choosing their
subjects.

PHILOSOPHY, THEOLOGY AND ETHICS
How then should we live?
The aim of the PTE course is to enable students to understand, articulate and critique their world view and
the world views of those around them in order that they may be able to approach truth claims and ethical
choices in a reasoned and consistent manner.
Key Objectives
•
•
•

Students will be able to understand the most significant global world views and the beliefs that
constitute them.
Students will be able to apply their knowledge and understanding of world views to enable them to
make consistent and well informed responses, both intellectually and practically, to a range of truth
claims, contemporary ethical issues and global/future challenges.
Students will be able to present their understanding and their own conclusions with clarity and
persuasiveness in a range of settings.

Course Description and Organisation
Students take four units in total, two in each year of study: culture and world view and contemporary issues
in society are studied in Year 12, Global and future challenges and Forming a personal response make up
Year 13.
Each unit will be awarded one of four grades: fail, pass, merit or distinction. Each contains one assessment
task which will be formally marked. Although there is only one assessment for each unit, there will be a
requirement for students to submit elements of this assessment as the unit progresses. In addition, students
are required to maintain a PTE file which will contain lecture/class notes and notes from further reading.
Each student is expected to write, present and defend a debate speech during their course, with their
performance in the debate assessed.
Each week there is a session in the lecture theatre and one classroom-based lesson. Every effort is made
to provide students with the opportunity to hear experts speak on their area of specialism throughout the
course and some lectures will therefore be given by guest speakers.
Alongside the PTE course, a series of lectures focusses on issues related to scholarship. The scholarship
programme is designed to give sixth form students the skills of outstanding academics, regardless of
whether they apply that to academic or vocational pursuits.
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Assessment
primarily
by coursework

Religious Studies

SIXTH FORM LEADERSHIP

ART
A Level (Examination Board: AQA)

In donning the black blazer, a sixth form student opts into a challenging environment where
character development and leadership reflecting a Biblical understanding of adulthood are central
to their personal growth. The older students in College seek to be good role models, fully aware that
increased freedoms and privileges bring with them greater responsibilities.
Sixth form students are an example to younger students in College and all are held to account as
they develop a love of learning and the self-discipline to undertake independent study.
Each sixth form student is expected to commit to one or more of the following three leadership
opportunities:
1. College Student Leader 2. The Duke of Edinburgh Award 3. Community Service
(For more information see Sixth Form Leadership booklet)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION / COMMUNITY ACTION
Students have the opportunity to select from
a range of physical activities such as aerobics,
badminton, weights, rugby, swimming and many
more. The activities change every six weeks
and the emphasis is on enjoyment and the
development of new skills. Some of the activities
offered will take place off the College site.
As already noted The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Scheme is available to those wishing to take the
Gold. The Award covers recreation, new skills,
community service and expeditions in the hills.
Sessions are organised during lunchtime, after
College and in PE time.
It is possible to get involved in community
service during PE time if a student proposes a
suitable suggestion for the type of service they
would like to give. This facility can also be used
to gain valuable work experience.

Entry Requirement
Students should achieve at least a grade 6 at GCSE or a portfolio where GCSE Art has not been studied.
Course Description and Organisation
If you enjoy working with images and particularly enjoy drawing, painting and three dimensional work, then
you should study art. You will be given the widest possible opportunities to explore ideas, materials and
processes. Critical awareness and historical knowledge provide a crucial basis for developing ideas. A series
of illustrated talks are given during lessons and the department will also run trips to relevant galleries and
museums.
All Year 12 and 13 students are encouraged to develop their ability in drawing. Drawing is considered to be
an essential discipline; sketchbooks are regularly reviewed. Students must also develop an understanding
of the theory and history of art in relation to their practical work. Individual tutorials are regularly given
and each student will follow a programme of work based on his or her own particular interests and level of
ability.
Ambitious work is always encouraged, in terms of both the scope and the quality of the final works.
Students may be expected to attend evening sessions during the week in order to keep up with their
practical work in addition to regular lengthy homeworks and personal study periods.
Assessment Arrangements
All work is assessed according to four objectives based on developing ideas, recording information, analysis,
and ability to produce a personal response. Students will only study the full A level qualification which is
taken over two years.
Project/NEA Details
Component 1
Personal investigation (96 marks) 60% of total A Level marks.
Personal investigation candidates develop work in response to an idea, theme, content or issue. Practical
work is supported by 1000-3000 words.
Component 2
Externally set assignment (96 marks) 40% of total A Level marks.
Create a clearly deﬁned unit of work and sit a 15-hour controlled test based on starting points set by the
exam board. Work will lead to a ﬁnal piece or pieces.
Career Opportunities
Everything that we look at around us has been designed or conceived by designers and craftspeople. The list
of career opportunities is therefore large. Below are a few possible jobs in art: animator, architect, careers
in art galleries/museums, art therapist, display/window dresser, exhibition designer, fashion designer, fine
artist, florist, furniture designer, graphic designer, illustrator, interior designer, landscape designer, make-up
artist, packaging designer, photographer, costume/set designer, art & design teacher, photographer, model
maker, jewellery maker, web/author designer, sign writer, traditional crafts worker, special/visual eﬀects
designer, textile designer, cartoonist, tv/film director.

SPECIAL EVENTS
All lower sixth form students (Year 12) embark upon a three-day induction visit at the beginning of
the year. The cost of this tour will be around £200.
Each December the sports teams go on a tour to different parts of the British Isles.

There are many more outward bound, residential and overseas visit opportunities which are
communicated to students in September.
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As for the rest of College, the Christmas Carol Service and Presentation Evening are compulsory
evening events, and attendance at Sports Day is compulsory.

BIOLOGY

BUSINESS STUDIES

A Level (Examination Board: AQA)

A Level Examination Board: AQA

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

Students should achieve a grade 6 (separate award) or a grade 7 (dual award) and at least a grade 6 in both
English and mathematics.

Students should achieve at least a grade 6 at GCSE where studied. Alternatively, a merit in BTEC Business
where studied will be accepted.

Course Description and Organisation

Course Description and Organisation

1. Biological molecules: carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, nucleic acids and water
2. Cells: Eukaryotes, prokaryotes, cell division, cell recognition
3. Organisms exchange substances with their environment: gas exchange, digestion, mass transport in
plants and animals
4. Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms: Genes and chromosomes, protein
synthesis, genetic diversity, species and taxonomy
5. Energy transfers in and between organisms : photosynthesis, respiration, energy and ecosystems,
nutrient cycles
6. Organisms respond to change in their environments : Survival and response, receptors, control of heart
rate, nervous coordination, skeletal muscles, homeostasis, control of blood glucose and water potential
7. Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems : inheritance, populations, speciation
8. The control of gene expression : gene mutations, gene expression, cancer, genome projects,
recombinant DNA technology, genetic finger printing

The course covers all aspects of Business Studies including:

Assessment Arrangements

The course is assessed via three external written examinations, some of which are based on case studies.

A Level Course
Three written papers based on the content of sections 1-8 and practical skills
Paper1 35% 120min 91marks any content from topics 1-4
Paper2 35% 120min 91marks any content from topics 5-8
Paper3 30% 120min 78marks any content from topics 1-8

What is business?
• Managers, leadership and decision making
• Decision making to improve marketing performance
• Decision making to improve operational performance
• Decision making to improve financial performance
• Decision making to improve human resource performance
• Analysing the strategic position of a business
• Choosing strategic direction
• Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies
• Managing strategic change
Project/NEA Details
Career Opportunities
The A Level Business course is excellent preparation for further study or training and employment.

Practical Skills
Completion of 12 required practical activities which will be examined in the written examinations.
Career Opportunities
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Biology is classed as a facilitating subject for university entry and as such opens up a huge range of possible
degree choices for further study. Twenty-five courses at university require Biology qualification as an
entry requirement. Careers in life sciences include medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, pharmacy,
pharmacology, dietetics, biochemistry, biomedical material science, immunology, virology, biotechnology,
genetics, ecology and psychology

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN
BUSINESS
Examination Board: EDEXCEL

CHEMISTRY
A Level (Examination Board: AQA)

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

Students must meet the general entry requirements.

Students should achieve a grade 6 (separate award) or a grade 7 (dual award) and at least a grade 6 in both
English and mathematics.

Course Description and Organisation
The course is equivalent to two A levels. It is graded as Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.
Project/NEA Details and Deadlines
The course is comprised of six mandatory and two optional units.
One of the units is assessed by external examination and two are assessed by controlled assessment. All
other units are assessed by NEA.
The units are:
Exploring Business
Students study the purposes of different
businesses, their structure, the effect of the external
environment, and how businesses need to be
dynamic and innovative to survive.

International Business
Students study how UK businesses develop
strategies to trade globally. Learners will
also consider the factors that influence the
implementation of these strategies.

Developing a Marketing Campaign
Students will gain skills relating to, and an
understanding of, how a marketing campaign is
developed.

Principles of Management
This unit enables students to understand how the
role of management and leadership in the workplace
contributes towards business success.

Personal and Business Finance
Students study the purpose and importance of
personal and business finance. They will develop the
skills and knowledge needed to understand, analyse
and prepare financial information.

Recruitment and Selection Process
Students explore how the recruitment process is
carried out in a business. The unit gives students the
opportunity to participate in selection interviews and
review their performance.

Managing an Event
Students will work as part of a small group to
plan, coordinate and manage a business or social
enterprise event and evaluate the skills gained.

Visual Merchandising
Students study the practice and techniques used to
visually promote the sale of products in retail outlets.

Course Description and Organisation
1st Year
In the first year candidates are given a solid grounding in foundation chemistry. Students are introduced to
the three main branches of the subject: physical chemistry, inorganic chemistry and organic chemistry. In
physical chemistry, students are introduced to atomic structure and bonding, the kinetics and energetics of
chemical reactions and the features of reversible and redox reactions. In organic chemistry, students are
introduced to the structure of organic molecules and organic analysis. In inorganic chemistry students take a
detailed look at the trends in period 3, group 2 and group 7 of the periodic table.
2nd Year
In the second year, the specification develops the concepts of physical chemistry introduced in year
one. Students study acids and bases, thermodynamics, rate equations, equilibrium expressions, and
electrochemical cells. In inorganic chemistry, students look at the properties of period 3 elements and their
oxides, transition metals and reactions of ions in aqueous solution. In organic chemistry, students go into
the mechanisms of organic reactions, organic analysis and aromatic chemistry.
Practical skills
A separate endorsement of practical skills will be taken alongside the A level. This will be assessed by
teachers and will be based on direct observation of students’ competency in a range of skills that are not
assessable in written exams.
Assessment Arrangements
Year 2: A Level Course
Paper 1 (35% of A level)
Written exam: 2 hours. Focuses on physical chemistry, inorganic chemistry and relevant practical skills.
Paper 2 (35% of A level)
Written exam: 2 hours. Focuses on physical chemistry, organic chemistry and relevant practical skills.

Career Opportunities

Paper 3 (30% of A level)
Written exam: 2 hours. A synoptic paper which covers the whole course, focussing particularly on practical
techniques and data analysis.

The BTEC Business course is excellent preparation for either working life or further study.

Career Opportunities
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Almost anything, but particularly medicine, veterinary science, dentistry, pharmacy, research and
development e.g. chemicals, mining, pharmaceuticals; manufacturing & service eg. food, paper, brewing,
transport, public analyst; finance, law, politics etc. Whether the career is directly related or not, a
qualification in chemistry is highly regarded as a sound basis for employment.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY:
PRODUCT DESIGN
A Level (Examination Board: OCR)

DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES
A Level (Examination Board: AQA)

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

Students should achieve at least GCSE grade 6 for GCSE Design and Technology and because of the level of
maths and science-based questions in the examination, ideally a grade 6 in both subjects.

Students should achieve at least a grade 6 at GCSE Drama. Students who have not taken GCSE drama
must have LAMDA or production experience or be able to illustrate commitment to performance outside of
College. An audition will be required for entry onto the course without GCSE Drama.

Course Description and Organisation
A level technology in Emmanuel College is a very successful course and is well regarded by university
admission tutors who value the analytical and evaluative skills it fosters. The course gives students the
opportunity to study, propose and realise prototype solutions to designing-and-making situations following
an iterative design approach which is closely linked to the real world of product/system manufacture.
There are 3 units of assessment including two examinations at the end of Year 13 and a major non-examined
assessment (NEA) which takes the form of a design and make task with an open design brief. Students will
investigate real-world design problems and create solutions following the iterative design process which
could be taken to market. Students will produce a portfolio of evidence and a final high quality practical
outcome.
A Level Course Structure
Paper 1 – Technical principles (2 Hours 30 minutes Written Paper – 30% of A Level)
Paper 2 – Designing and making principles (1 Hour 30 minutes Written Paper – 20% of A Level)
NEA - Iterative Design Process (Design & Make Task – 50% of A Level)
Assessment Arrangements
50% NEA - 50% Written Examinations
The subject matter does favour students who have followed a Design and Technology GCSE due to the
broad range of topics covered, while it is not imperative, it is preferred.
Project/NEA Details and Deadlines
The course will consist of theory and several small design and make challenges in Year 12 where a great deal
of the Technical Principles will be covered culminating in a internally set examination prior to the start of the
NEA task in June.
The NEA task continues in Year 13 with approximately 65 hours (although not limited to) of lesson time
allocated to the project. Throughout Year 13 students will also be set problem solving exercises as class work
and homework in preparation for this element of the paper 2 examination.
Students are given access to all of the equipment and expertise available in the department to complete
their practical work, and some of the projects completed in previous years would not be out of place if
manufactured by degree-level students.
Career Opportunities
Technology is an obvious choice for anyone wanting a career in all forms of design or engineering. The
subject is also valued by admissions officers as it complements mathematics, the sciences, and economics,
for people wanting to follow careers in management, marketing, law, and accountancy, to name just a few.

Course Description and Organisation
This course allows students to develop their acting skills, directing and devising skills and to further develop their
understanding of the history of theatre, influential practitioners and playwrights. The course is equally practical and
academic and students will work in groups for performance units and study of set texts. Students will work individually
for reviews of live theatre productions, practitioners and playwrights at work. To complete the course students will be
required to sit a written exam on set texts and live performances as well as present practical performance work to an
invited audience in both Years 12 and 13.
A Level Theatre Studies assessment components:
Component 1:  Written Paper 40% 3 hours; 3 Sections
Section A: set text 1: Drama through the Ages (Year 1) studying “Antigone” and Greek Theatre.
Section B: set text 2: 20th & 21st Century Theatre (End of Year 1 into Year 2) studying Tennessee Williams “The Glass
Menagerie.”
Section C: Live Theatre seen – Review
Students will need to attend all arranged theatre visits to enable them to review live theatre for this section.
Component 2: Practical NEA 30% Creating original drama: Devising.
Students will be required to produce an individual working notebook [40 marks]
Students will be required to contribute to a final devised, group performance [20 marks]
Component 3: Practical NEA 30%Making theatre: Scripted Performance
Students must practically explore (workshop) and interpret three key extracts, each from a different play.
Students must then perform one of the extracts for assessment by a visiting examiner – evening event. [40 marks]
Students must write a reflective report on the creative process of exploring the extracts and an evaluation of the extract
for performance. [20 marks]

Project/NEA Details
Students should be aware that this course requires a commitment to working with others towards deadlines. Group
work homework will be necessary and therefore students will be required to rehearse after school and during DS
periods. Written exams in Year 13 will take place in May or June of each year and the practical performances in March or
April. The devised practical unit is internally assessed and then moderated by video by an AQA moderator. The scripted
unit is assessed by a visiting AQA moderator.

Career Opportunities
Drama and Theatre Studies illustrates to a university or employer an ability to be creative and work
collaboratively with others as part of a productive team. It is an essential preparation for a degree in Drama
or Drama School training. As a subject it also combines well with other Arts subjects, History and English
Literature or Language. Careers possibilities following additional training include: performer, actor, director,
producer, teacher, drama and theatre workshop leader, youth worker, education or arts based posts, events
management and children’s entertainer. In addition, all roles within the theatre require a keen interest in
drama, from dressers to stage managers to theatre administrators and executive roles.
Skills developed during this course are also relevant to many academic and professional occupations. The
armed forces, emergency services, medical profession and financial sector all recognise the skills developed
during drama work and use role-play extensively within their training.
Additional Information
Please note to complete this course it is essential to visit the theatre up to four times each year and to purchase set
text plays. Therefore, it is advised that there will be a cost of £20 in total for set texts and up to a maximum of £50 for
theatre visits each year.
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In addition, for practical work, Drama students will need to wear a drama department t-shirt which can be purchased
directly from the Drama department (approximately £8). A pair of black jazz pants, jogging bottoms or thick leggings will
also be needed, along with practical footwear. Footwear should be fit for purpose for example trainers or baseball boots.

ECONOMICS
A Level (Examination Board: OCR)

BTEC EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN
ENGINEERING
Examination Board: Pearson EDEXCEL

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

Students should achieve at least a grade 6 in GCSE Economics or GCSE Business Studies and ideally at least
a grade 6 in GCSE Maths and GCSE English.

Students must meet the general entry requirements, ideally students should have grade 6 in technology and
also have good grade 5’s in maths, English and science.

Course Description and Organisation

Course Description and Organisation

This course comprises 3 assessment components.
Economics is the study of how society allocates scarce resources between competing claims on their use.
Economic issues affect the lives of everyone: when we decide which goods to buy, how we divide up our
work and leisure time, how businesses survive, and what policies governments use to run the country.
Economics examines the issues and develops models of human behaviour. These models allow us to some
extent to analyse problems, predict outcomes, and evaluate policies. How is money defined and what are
interest rates and exchange rates? Is free trade a good thing? Why do unemployment and inflation keep
going up and down and fluctuate between regions and countries? How do taxes affect the behaviour of
firms and consumers?

The course involves 12 units of study for the National Diploma, resulting in an award of two A levels or 18
units of study for the Extended Diploma, resulting in an award of three A levels. The units cover a wide
range of engineering disciplines such as: CNC machining, Computer Aided Design, electronics, fabrication,
mathematics, further mathematics and electrical principles. Where possible the units are taught using
a reasonable amount of practical work, especially through the completion of a major project. Visits to
engineering companies also play an important role in the course.

A Level Components
Component 1 : Microeconomics
• Introduction to microeconomics;
• The role of markets;
• Business objectives;
• Market structures; and
• The labour market.
Component 2 : Macroeconomics
• Aggregate demand and aggregate supply;
• Economic policy objectives;
• Implementing policy;
• The global context; and
• The financial sector.

Assessment Arrangements
Student progress is assessed through the completion and grading of regular assignments for each unit. All
units are internally assessed and externally moderated before final grades can be awarded. Students achieve
points for each unit which can eventually lead to an award of two grades at Pass, Merit or Distinction for
the National Diploma or three grades at Pass, Merit or Distinction for the National Extended Diploma. Pass
grades equate to E’s, Merit grades equate to C’s and Distinction grades equate to A’s.
Project/NEA Details
Assignments are set continuously throughout the two years of the course for each of the units studied.
None of the units has an externally set examination but several units have internally set tests which are used
as part of the grading criteria.
Career Opportunities
The course has a broad scope and therefore it prepares students for work in a variety of engineering
companies with a wide scope of career choice. Students who perform well and achieve high grades are well
placed to apply for university courses in a wide range of engineering disciplines.
Additional Information
Students can choose to enhance their engineering course with a further A levels.

Component 3 : Themes in Economics
• The assessment of this component is fully synoptic in nature and draws on both the microeconomic and
macroeconomic components. Synoptic assessment involves the explicit drawing together of knowledge,
skills and understanding of different aspects of the A level course.
Assessment Arrangements
The A Level in economics is a linear qualification with 100% external assessment. There will be three
question papers each of two hours in length and each will carry a maximum of 80 marks. Within each of
the three question papers there will be a combination of short answer questions which carry a low tariff
(maximum 4 marks) and higher tariff extended response questions (ranging from a minimum of 8 marks up to
a maximum of 25 marks).
The assessment of Component 1 relates entirely to microeconomics and consists of a data response
question and two high tariff questions. The assessment of Component 2 has the same format but focuses
entirely on macroeconomics. Component 3 – Themes in economics – consists of a series of 30 multiple
choice questions (MCQs) and a series of short answer and extended response questions based on an unseen
theme for a total of 50 marks. Each component is worth 33.33% of the total A level.
Career Opportunities
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Many degree courses involve an element of economics and so it is relevant to a wide range of subjects, but it
is particularly useful for careers in law, accountancy, business and finance.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Examination Board: AQA

Examination Board: AQA Specification A

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

Students must achieve at least a Grade 6 in English Language GCSE.

Students must achieve at least a Grade 6 in both English Language and Literature.

Course Description and Organisation

Course Description and Organisation

A-Level
Unit 1: Language, the Individual and Society (40% of A-Level)
This is a 2.5 hour exam. Section A requires candidates to explore two texts, one contemporary and one older,
linked by a theme. Students will analyse the texts individually and then compare them, using linguistic methods.
Section B consists of a choice of two questions on children’s language development.

A Level
Unit 1: ‘Love Through the Ages’ (40% of A-Level)

Unit 3: Language in Action (20% of A-Level)
This is a NEA module where students will have to demonstrate a number of different writing skills. The folder
will consist of a 2,000 word language investigation of their choice and a 1,500 piece of original writing with a
commentary. Students will be free to follow their own lines of study and creative choices, with some guidance
from the teacher.
Career Opportunities
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Similar to A-level English literature, this course will allow ready access into most university arts courses. It
will be a valued qualification for those seeking vocational degrees in law, education, management, marketing
and personnel.

Unit 2: Texts in Shared Contexts (40% of A-Level)
This is a 2.5 hour exam where students will have to answer on a set text, an unseen extract and will also
have to compare and contrast two other set texts. Students will study one prose, one poetry and one drama
text, one of which must be written post-2000. Candidates will study one from the following two topics:
WW1 and its Aftermath or Modern Times: Literature from 1945 to the Present Day.
Unit 3: Texts Across Time (20% of A-Level)
This is a NEA module consisting of one extended essay of up to 2500 words. It is a comparative critical
study of two texts on a theme, one of which must have been written before 1900. Candidates are expected
to show independent study skills, and one of the texts must be studied with minimal guidance and will not
be taught in normal class time.
Career Opportunities
An A-level in English literature will allow ready access into most university courses and will be positively
helpful in refining your powers of communication in other subjects. All arts degrees require English; other
vocational courses which prefer it are: law, architecture, business management and education.
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Unit 2: Language Diversity and Change (40% of A-Level)
This is a 2.5 hour exam where students will write an evaluative essay on either language change over time or
language diversity. Students will also write a critical analysis comparing the ways in which two texts (written
for a non-specialist audience) convey attitudes to language diversity and change. Finally, students will be asked
to demonstrate their own ability to creatively craft material through the construction of their own language
based editorial, where they will seek to teach an element of diversity or change to a non-specialist audience.

This is a 3 hour exam, with three sections. Students will answer questions on a Shakespeare text and on
unseen poetry. The Shakespeare plays on offer include Othello and The Taming of the Shrew. Students will
also be required to compare a prose text with poetry from an AQA anthology. Prose texts include, amongst
others: Wuthering Heights, Tess of the D’Urbervilles, The Great Gatsby and A Room with a View.

GEOGRAPHY

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

A Level (Examination Board: AQA)

(Examination Board: AQA)

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

Students should achieve at least a grade 6 in GCSE geography.

Students should achieve at least a grade 6 at GCSE or a portfolio where GCSE art has not been studied.

Course Description and Organisation

Course Description and Organisation

This specification is a traditional specification that covers many aspects of both human and physical
geography throughout the two year course (outlined below). A level students will take two exams both of
which are two and a half hours long. Students at A level will also submit a 3000-4000 word report based on
fieldwork investigations.

If you enjoy working with images and particularly enjoy drawing, painting and computer image manipulation,
then you should study graphic communication. You will be given the widest possible opportunities to
explore ideas, materials and processes. Critical awareness and contextual knowledge provide a crucial basis
for developing ideas. A series of illustrated talks are given during lessons and the department will also run
visits to relevant galleries and museums.

Human Geography
Section A: Global systems and global governance		
Section B: Changing places				
Section C: Contemporary urban issues OR population and the environment OR resource security
							
Fieldwork Investigation
3000-4000 word report based on at least 4 days fieldwork investigation
Assessment Arrangements
A Level
Physical Geography: 2.5 hour exam (40%)		
Human Geography: 2.5 hour exam (40%)				
Fieldwork Investigation: written report (20%)
Fieldwork opportunities are integrated into the scheme of work and to that extent candidates will be
expected to undertake fieldwork during the course. To that end a residential(s) field visit(s) is planned
together with other one day visits in the locality or further afield. In past years, the cost of such activities
has been around £320.
Career Opportunities
There are a number of geography and geography-related degree courses available, especially in areas of
environmental and earth science, together with demographic and development studies. Geography A-level is
highly regarded for the breadth of skills acquired and is considered for entry to both science and arts-based
degrees.
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Many geography graduates enter related professions for example, meteorology, environmental management,
hydrology, surveying, transport and planning. Others use the degree as a stepping stone into other areas
such as accountancy, law, business, banking or retail management.

All Year 12 and 13 students are encouraged to develop their ability in drawing. Drawing is considered to
be an essential discipline in every aspect of the arts; sketchbooks are regularly reviewed. Students must
also develop an understanding of the theory and history of art in relation to their practical work. Individual
tutorials are regularly given and each student will follow a programme of work based on his or her own
particular interests and level of ability.
Ambitious work is always encouraged, in terms of both the scope and the quality of the final works.
Students may be expected to attend evening sessions during the week in order to keep up with their
practical work in addition to regular lengthy pieces of homework and personal study periods.
Assessment Arrangements
All work is assessed according to four objectives based on developing ideas, recording information, analysis,
and ability to produce a personal response. Students will only study the full A level qualification which is
taken over two years.
Project/NEA Details
A Level Course
Component 1
Personal investigation (96 marks) 60% of total A Level marks.
Personal investigation - candidates develop work in response to an idea, theme, content or issue. Practical
work is supported by 1000-3000 words.
Component 2
Externally set assignment (96 marks) 40% of total A Level marks.
Create a clearly deﬁned unit of work and sit a 15-hour controlled test based on starting points set by the
exam board. Work will lead to a ﬁnal piece or pieces.
Career Opportunities
Everything that we look at around us has been designed or conceived by designers and craftspeople. The list
of career opportunities is therefore large. Below are a few possible jobs in art:
Graphic designer, interactive media (including web, app and game design), advertising, packaging design,
design for print, illustration, communication graphics, branding, motion graphics, design for film and
television, animator, architect, careers in art galleries/museums, art therapist, exhibition designer, furniture
designer, illustrator, interior designer, packaging designer, photographer, costume/set designer, art & design
teacher, photographer, model maker, jewellery maker, web/author designer, sign writer, traditional crafts
worker, special/visual eﬀects designer, textile designer, cartoonist, tv/film director.
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A Level Course
Physical Geography
Section A: Water and carbon cycles			
Section B: Coastal systems and landscapes		
Section C: Hazards

HISTORY
A Level (Examination Board: AQA)

Entry Requirement
Students should achieve at least a grade 6 at GCSE.
Course Description and Organisation
The course covers two main elements, The Making of Modern Britain 1951-2007;
The Age of the Crusades 1071-1204.
Assessment Arrangements
A written exam for paper 1- The Age of the Crusades worth 40%
A written exam for paper 2- The Making of Modern Britain worth 40%
The NEA (non-examined assessment)- Russia in the Twentieth Century worth 20%
Paper 1- The Age of the Crusades 1071-1204
This side of the course give students an overview of the rise and fall of the Latin East. Within the lesson they
will address the big questions surrounding this period of History. For example, how important was religion as
opposed to politics in the calling of the Crusade? Why was there such a popular response to crusading? And
what was the lasting impact of the Latin East on the Near East?

BTEC NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE
IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Examination Board: EDEXCEL

BTEC Nationals use a combination of assessment styles to give students the confidence to apply their
knowledge to succeed in the workplace and have the study skills to continue learning on higher education
courses and throughout their career. There are both practical and written assessments which means
students can showcase their learning and achievements to best effect when they take their next step,
whether that is supporting applications to higher education or potential employers.
Entry Requirement
Students must meet the general entry requirements.
Course Description and Organisation
The course is equivalent to an A level. It is graded as Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction star.
The course is comprised of three mandatory and one optional unit. Two of the mandatory units are assessed
externally by examination and controlled assessment. The two other units are assessed by NEA.
This qualification is designed for learners who are interested in an introduction to the study of creating IT
systems to manage and share information alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a
wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in IT.

Paper 2- The Making of Modern Britain
This side of the course will allow students to study a short but significant time period, providing an in-depth
historical awareness of Britain shortly after the Second World War up to 2007. This unit explores the key
political, economic and social changes which helped mould Britain in the second half of the 20th century and
will help you to understand our country at present. Over the course of this unit, we will cover concepts such
as the change in government and the opposition, class and social division and cultural changes, including the
benefits these changes brought, as well as the tensions they caused.

Unit 1 – Information Technology Systems
Students study the role of computer systems and the implications of their use in personal and professional
situations.

The NEA (non-examined assessment)
The A-level NEA will be an investigation of an historical issue over the period of 80-120 years. This title
can be chosen by students based on the study of Twentieth Century Russia 1905-2005. All students will be
expected to show the use of historical sources and reach a reasoned conclusion on their chosen question.
This is then marked internally and sent to the exam board for moderation.

Unit 3 – Using Social Media in Business
Students explore how businesses use social media to promote their products and services. Students also
implement social media activities in a business to meet requirements.

Career Opportunities
A-level history is necessary as a qualification for studying history at university. The analytical and
argumentative skills covered in the subject can also support applications for such subjects such as law and
English.
History is suitable as a general qualification for jobs requiring the skills of communication- oral and written
analysis e.g. journalism, law, civil service, police work and information services. More specific careers are
those of archivists, museum workers, archaeologists, antiques specialists/restorers, museum curators and
history teachers.

Unit 2 – Creating Systems to Manage Information
Students study the design, creation, testing and evaluation of a relational database system to manage
information.

Unit 5 – Data Modelling
Students study how data modelling can be used to solve problems, and they will design and implement a
data model to meet client requirements.
Students develop employability skills throughout the course, such as:
• cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical thinking, approach non-routine problems applying
expert and creative solutions, use systems and technology
• intrapersonal skills: communicating, working collaboratively, self- presentation, negotiating and
influencing
• interpersonal skills: self-management, adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring and development.
Transferable skills that are developed that universities value include:
• the ability to learn independently
• the ability to research actively and methodically
• to be able to give presentations and be active group members.
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Students can develop the knowledge and skills required for degree courses, including:
• reading technical texts
• effective writing
• analytical skills
• creative development
• preparation for assessment methods used in degrees.

LATIN

MATHEMATICS

A Level (Examination Board: OCR)

A Level (Examination Board: OCR (MEI))

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

Students should achieve at least a Grade 6 in Latin GCSE
Course Description and Organisation

Students should achieve a strong Grade 7 at GCSE. Students who achieve at least a Grade 7 may be allowed
to take mathematics as a fourth A level.

Language study: By carefully studying the structure of the language, the students develop their linguistic skills
which can assist in the study of English and other languages

Course Description and Organisation
All students will study pure mathematics, mechanics and statistics.

A level Latin students will be learning how to:
• recognise and analyse more complex grammatical features than those encountered at GCSE.
• accurately translate passages of unseen Latin into good, idiomatic English
• demonstrate a detailed understanding of the linguistic structures used by authors such as Caesar, Livy,
Ovid and Cicero
• gradually extend their range of vocabulary to assist with their translations
• build up a vocabulary of specialist words used in particular contexts, such as the lawcourts or the
military
• give detailed responses to comprehension questions

First year of study:
Students will study a range of mathematical topics such as: mathematical modelling, algebra, co-ordinate
geometry, polynomials, sequences and series, trigonometry, calculus, curve sketching, vectors, kinematics,
force, newton’s laws of motion, processes, data presentation, probability, discrete random variables and
binomial distribution

Set Texts for 2020-21: Cicero Philippics II [prose] and Virgil Aeneid XI [Verse]

Year 13: 3 components: Pure Mathematics and Mechanics (36.4%), Pure Mathematics and Statistics (36.4%),
Pure Mathematics and Comprehension (27.3%).

A level Latin students will be learning how to:
• demonstrate detailed knowledge of the set texts including their historical and cultural context
• dentify features of the language and convey their effect using the correct terminology
• appreciate bias in writing
• translate sections of their set texts into good, idiomatic English
• scan lines of poetry in hexameters or pentameters

Career Opportunities

Assessment Arrangements

Higher Education courses or careers that either require A level mathematics or are strongly related include:
economics, medicine, architecture, engineering, accountancy, teaching, psychology, physics, computing, ICT.

A Level Course
Paper 1 Unseen Translation [100 marks] 1 hr 45 minutes 33%
Paper 2 Prose Composition or Comprehension [50 marks] 1 hr 15 minutes 17%
Paper 3 Prose Literature [75 marks] 2 hrs 25%
Paper 4 Verse Literature [75 marks] 2 hrs 25%
Career Opportunities
Latin combines well with a range of subjects. Students with Latin might consider careers in classics, English,
law, medicine, politics, television and film, modern languages, history and teaching.
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Assessment Arrangements

An A level in mathematics is very valuable as a supporting subject to many courses at Advanced GCE and
degree level, especially in the sciences and geography, psychology, sociology and medical courses. A level
mathematics is a much sought-after qualification and is often a requirement for the vocational qualifications
related to these areas.

People entering today’s most lucrative industries need to be confident using mathematics on a daily basis. To
be sure of this, many employers still look for a traditional mathematics A level qualification. Researchers at
the LSE have recently found that people who have studied mathematics can earn up to 11% more than their
colleagues, even in the same job.
Even in areas where pure mathematics isn’t required, other mathematics skills learned, such as logical
thinking, problem solving and statistical analysis, are often desirable in the workplace. Mathematics is the
new lingua franca of commerce, business and even journalism.
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Literature: By reading and analysing significant texts from the ancient world, students develop their awareness
and appreciation of the historical, social and cultural context.

Second year of study:
For the second year, students will extend their knowledge through investigating topics to more depth as
well as studying new topics, studies will include: proof, logarithms, functions, calculus, numerical methods,
sequences and series, trigonometry, parametric equations, calculus, vectors, force, normal distribution and
statistical hypothesis testing.

A Level (Examination Board: OCR (MEI))

A Level (Examination Board: EDEXCEL)

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

Students should achieve a strong Grade 8 at GCSE.

Students should achieve at least a grade 7 at GCSE.

Course Description and Organisation

Course Description and Organisation

This course counts as 2 A-levels – one in mathematics and one in further mathematics and they will be
graded individually. This course is designed for very capable and enthusiastic mathematicians and builds
extensively on the standard mathematics A-level.

French and German are offered at A Level. The course gives learners the opportunity to develop and deepen
their understanding of the language, as well as their cultural knowledge of the countries where the language
is spoken. Study of a foreign language at A Level will equip students with highly developed linguistic skills
which will enable them to understand and communicate in the language at an advanced level.

As well as the topics covered in A-level mathematics, the further maths core includes new topics as well as
studying familiar topics in more depth. Studies will involve further calculus and trigonometry as well as coordinate systems, complex numbers, matrices and proof.
Candidates will also study further mechanics and further statistics where they will take the topics studied at
A-level to a greater level.
Assessment Arrangements
There are a range of routes through to an A-level in Further Mathematics. It is mandatory to study the core
pure module, but following this there are range of options such as the major mechanics or major statistics
modules along with a range of minor modules such as mechanics minor, statistics minor, modelling with
algorithms, numerical methods, extra pure and further pure with technology. the particular route through
will be decided by the student in conjunction with their class teacher.
Career Opportunities

A Level Course
Topics include:
• Changes in family structure (French)
• Environment (German)
• Education
• World of work
• Music
• Media
• Festivals and traditions
• Immigration, racism and living in a multicultural society (French and German)
• The Occupation and Resistance (French)
• Reunification (German)

Students who want to continue their study of mathematics after A level to degree level, postgraduate level
or research are encouraged to do further mathematics. A good number of further mathematics students go
on to study engineering at university.

Students also develop a detailed understanding and appreciation of a literary text and a film.

Students wishing to study at one of the Russell Group universities, should study the informed choices guide.

Component 2 Written paper: Translation into the target language, critical essay on a prescribed literary text
and another on a film. (30% of total A Level)

For a good number of the science and the engineering courses, further mathematics is noted as a useful
qualification. Further mathematics is regarded as desirable and in some cases essential for science and maths
courses at top universities. If you are capable of success in this challenging A level it is a clear indicator of
your ability and attitude and will set you up well for whichever path you take.
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MODERN LANGUAGES

Course structure
Component 1 Written paper: Listening, reading and translation into English (40% of A Level)

Component 3 Speaking test: Discussion of stimulus card and discussion of research project (30% of A level)
Career Opportunities
At the present time, many employers are unable to find enough linguists to fill vacancies in an extremely
wide range of jobs in business, industry, advertising, banking, finance, public relations, marketing,
engineering and law.
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MATHEMATICS AND FURTHER
MATHEMATICS

MUSIC

PHYSICS

A Level (Examination Board: EDEXCEL)

A level (Examination board: AQA)

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

The following are the entry requirements for A level music:
• Students should achieve at least a grade 6 at GCSE
• Students must hold a Grade 5 (or above)
• Certificate in at least one instrument

Students should achieve a grade 6 (separate award) or a grade 7 (dual award) and at least a grade 6 in both
English and mathematics.

Course Description and Organisation
This well-structured syllabus allows students to develop their skills in both composition and performance. At
the same time there is a high listening content of 18 set works which ensures that essential musical skills are
given attention. Links are made within the syllabus between listening, composition and performance topics.
Students will develop their understanding of musical elements, contexts and language through six areas of study:
Vocal music
• Instrumental music
• Music for film
• Popular music and jazz
• Fusions
• New directions
Assessment Arrangements
Component 1 Performing (30%)
Students will be required to give a public performance of one or more pieces, as a recital. The total performance
must last a minimum of 8 minutes.
Component 2 Composing (Free Composition 20% and Bach Chorales 10%)
Students will be required to submit two compositions. One of these will be a free choice composition, and the
second will be a Bach Chorale composition. Both compositions must total a minimum of 6 minutes.
Component 3 Appraising (40%)
Students will be required to sit a 2 hour written paper that consists of 2 sections. The first will consist of questions
on the above areas of study (set works) and dictation, and the second will consist of two essay questions.
Project/NEA Details and Deadlines

Course Description and Organisation
The course is covered over two years as follows:
Year 12
Measurements and their errors
Particles and radiation
Waves
Mechanics and materials
Electricity
Year 13
Further mechanics
Thermal physics
Fields and their consequences
Nuclear physics
Turning points in physics
Course structure
The course is assessed at the end of year 13 by three, two-hour written papers covering the whole of the course
and the practical elements. There is also a practical endorsement accreditation which is continuously assessed
throughout the two year course.
Career Opportunities
A level physics can open many doors into higher education. It is also highly valued by many employers. A physics
student can expect to choose from careers in physics itself, electronic, aeronautics, engineering, geology and
computing, among others. A Physics A Level is also a common choice for those pursuing careers in medicine,
architecture, aviation and the armed forces.

The written examinations and recitals will take place in April/May of Year 13. The composition(s) are completed
under controlled conditions at different times throughout the course.
Career Opportunities
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The broad outlook of the A-level course provides access to degree courses in music and many other arts subjects.
It also provides a sound basis for careers in the following areas: composing, performing, music education, music
therapy, arts management, recording, broadcasting, publishing, journalism, libraries, museums, music retailing
and music technology.

POLITICS

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

A Level (Examination Board: Edexcel)

A Level (Examination Board: EDEXCEL)

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

Students should achieve at least a grade 6 at GCSE in an analytical subject such as History or English Literature.

Students should achieve at least a grade 6 at GCSE.

Course Description and Organisation

Assessment Arrangements

The course covers three main elements: UK Politics, UK Government and Comparative Politics.

Advanced GCE in religious studies consists of three externally-examined papers. Students are required to
choose three papers from a choice of four. Students must complete all assessment in May/June in any single
year.

Assessment Arrangements
Paper 1: UK Politics
2 hour written examination worth 84 marks and 33 1/3% of the A-Level qualification. Topics include democracy
and participation, political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour and the media, and the core political
ideas of Socialism, Conservatism and Liberalism.
Paper 2: UK Government
2 hour written examination worth 84 marks and 33 1/3% of the A-Level qualification. Topics include the
constitution, Parliament, the Prime Minister and the Executive and the relationship between branches, as well as
one of the following non-core political ideas: Anarchism, Feminism, Multiculturalism, Ecologism or Nationalism.
Paper 3: Comparative Politics
2 hour written examination worth 84 marks and 33 1/3% of the A-Level qualification. Students will study Global
politics. This unit will be of particular interest to those students who are keen to study International Relations
at degree level. Students will study theories of global politics, the state and globalisation, economic, political,
environmental and human rights governance, power and developments and regionalism and the European Union.
Career Opportunities
Politics is an exciting, living subject. You will develop an understanding of the role politics plays in relation to
current local, national, and global issues. In addition, you will also study key thinkers and develop a knowledge
and understanding of key political ideas. Having A-level politics presents you as a person who can rationally
debate current issues, with a balanced knowledge of key social issues.
A-Level Politics is beneficial for the study of politics at degree level, as well as other subjects such as law or
sociology. Politics can lead to a varied range of careers in the media, government, political parties or the civil
service.

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion (Written examination: 2 hours; 33.33% of the qualification; 80 marks)
Content overview: philosophical issues and questions; the nature and influence of religious experience;
problems of evil and suffering; philosophical language; works of scholars; influences of developments in
religious belief.
Paper 2: Religion and Ethics (Written examination: 2 hours; 33.33% of the qualification; 80 marks)
Content overview: significant concepts in issues or debates in religion and ethics; a study of three ethical
theories; application of ethical theories to issues of importance; ethical language; deontology, virtue ethics
and the works of scholars; medical ethics: beginning and end of life issues.
Paper 3: New Testament Studies (Written examination: 2 hours; 33.33% of the qualification; 80 marks)
Content overview: social, historical and religious context of the New Testament; texts and interpretation
of the Person of Jesus; interpreting the text and issues of relationship, purpose and authorship; ways of
interpreting the scripture; texts and interpretation: the Kingdom of God, conflict, the death and resurrection
of Jesus; scientific and historical-critical challenges, ethical living and the works of scholars.
Assessment overview
An externally-assessed written examination comprising three sections. Students answer all questions in
Sections A, B and C.
Section A: One short explanatory questions and slightly longer analytic question.
Section B: One short explanatory question based on an excerpt and one longer analytic question.
Section C: An extended evaluative essay.
Career Opportunities
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Religious Studies equips you with the skills and ability to succeed in many areas. It enables you to
understand how people think, to put forward strong arguments and solve problems. It is particularly useful
for careers in education, journalism, politics, social work, law, but also has benefits for a wide range of other
careers including medicine and engineering.

BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN
APPLIED SCIENCE
A Level (Examination Board: Edexcel)

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL IN SPORT AND
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
A Level (Examination Board: OCR)

Entry Requirement

Entry Requirement

Students must meet the general entry requirements and ideally achieve a grade of 5-5 in GCSE combined
science
Course Description and Organisation

Students must achieve at least a Merit grade at level 2 or above in Cambridge National Sports Studies and
a grade of a 5+ in Maths, English and Science is also desirable. Students must participate in a recognised
sporting club on a weekly basis and be involved in regular competition.

The BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Applied Science is a broad-based award designed to provide a general
vocational introduction to science, giving students the skills they need to either move on to higher education
or go straight into employment.

Course Description and Organisation
The Cambridge Technical is a modular course. Students present their work in a number of ways including
practical demonstrations, presentations and role play.

BTEC qualifications can be taken as well as, or in place of A levels. The BTEC National in Applied Science
is being offered as an extended certificate (equivalent to 2 A levels). In the extended certificate a total of 4
Units will be completed, 3 mandatory and one optional unit. The course runs over two years.

It provides individuals with a hands-on approach to their learning of sport which provides direct transferable
skills to university and the working environment.

Assessment Arrangements

A Cambridge Technical provides a practical, real-world approach to learning without sacrificing any of the
essential subject theory. This is a fantastic opportunity to study sport and explore the in-depth aspects of
how we can improve performance from an elite level perspective.

Half of the course is internally assessed throughout the year and externally moderated through a series
of assignments. 25% of the final mark comes from a written science investigation skills exam, and the
remaining 25% comes from a controlled assessment task set and marked by Pearson.
Career Opportunities
BTEC routes can lead to careers in industry such as the health service, government establishments and
educational institutions. Fields of work include research and development and scientific analysis, and there
are job opportunities in almost every industry, from food and drink to pharmaceuticals. They are valued
by colleges, universities, employers and professional bodies across the United Kingdom and recognised
throughout over 80 countries worldwide. Former vocational science students have also gained university
places in primary education, forensic science, equine studies, quantity surveying and social work.
Other relevant information
An awareness of industrial environments and ethos is developed through a series of organised visits at
regular intervals throughout the course to local manufacturing and service science industries, hospitals and
university departments.
Further details
Students can choose to enhance their science course with a further A levels.

The course is a mix of theory and practical performance to be most successful in this course, you should
be currently participating at good level, for example a sports club for school or local club in any sport. Your
knowledge from this sport will be directly applied to your studies and you will be expected to maintain a
high level of sporting performance as part of the qualification. It combines scientific and vocational units
that will help you reach your full performance potential and prepare you for the workplace or university.
Non exam assessment: Sports Coaching and leadership, Sport and Exercise Psychology and Organisation of
Sports Events.
Assessment Arrangements
Two written examination papers
Paper 1 on Body Systems and the Effects of Physical Activity 90-minute paper [ worth 70 marks]
Paper 2 on Sports Organisations and Development 60-minute paper [60 marks]
Practical & written NEA for the other 3 units are internally assessed:
• Sports Coaching and Leadership
• Sport and Exercise Psychology
• Organisation of Sports Events
These 3 course work sections carry with them a range of points depending on the grades achieved for them.
The 2 examined units and the 3 NEA units are then added together to give an overall grade at the end of the
2-year course.
Career Opportunities
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The Cambridge Technical at Level 3 is recognised by universities and it provides a pathway into Teaching,
Coaching, Physiotherapy, Sports Management and Sport and Exercise Science.

2018 - 19 RESULTS

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Advanced Level (Year 13)

WORK PLACEMENTS

NEA MARKING

Work experience is desirable for some students
contemplating certain careers. Students
are encouraged to make use of Wednesday
afternoon (PE time) and holiday periods for
gaining such experience. These placements
are organised to a large extent by students
themselves with appropriate assistance from
College as and when it is required.

It is important to note that when NEA is marked
by a member of staff the grades remain provisional until confirmed by the examination board.
If a student has any query about a mark their
teacher has allocated to their NEA, they should
ask their teacher to explain how the grading
has been arrived at. Any further query should
be directed in the first instance to the Academic Office. Where a student, after speaking to
the Academic Office staff, continues to believe
the mark allocated to their NEA does not fairly
reflect the quality of their work, they should
request a review in writing to the Principal. This
should be done within three weeks of receiving
notification of the grade, unless there are exceptional circumstances. The Principal will convene
a meeting for the student and their parent(s) to
present their case. The member of staff who has
marked their work will be present at the meeting.

No. of
entries

Subject
Art
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Drama
Economics
English Language
English Literature
French
Further Mathematics
Geography
German
History
Mathematics
Music
Physics
Politics
Religious Studies
Technology

BTEC Engineering (Ext. Dip.)

Subject
BTEC Engineering (Dip.)
BTEC Business (Dip.)
BTEC Science (Dip.)

Subject
BTEC IT (Ext. Cert.)

A*
1

10
25
12
30
5
16
17
10
8
4
16
9
26
46
6
17
18
21
19

BTEC (Year 13)
Subject

No. of students achieving each grade
A
4
5
1
5
1
9

3
2
1
2
1
2

1
4
1
2
4
5
16

1
1
10
3
2
1
2

No. of
entries

D*D*D*

D*D*D

D*DD

14

5

2

5

B
4
5
1
10
3
4
9
5
2
1
3
1
6
13
3
7
4
9
6

3
2
3

DDD

DDM

DMM

C
1
6
3
3
1
1
7
2
1

D

E

5
5
6

4
2
3

5
1
10
5
1
4
6
6
7

5
2
4
1
2

MMM

The aim of the work placement is focused
either towards the student’s course of study or
towards their career aspirations. In some cases
students may be asked to complete a specific
assignment relating to their subject area during
this placement.

1

1

3
2
3

MMP

U

OUTSIDE STUDY VISITS

1
1

MPP

PPP

1

Incomplete/
Fail

1

No. of
entries

D*D*D*

D*D*D

D*DD

DDD

DDM

DMM

1
10
7

1
1
1

2
2

3
2

3
1

1

1

No. of
entries

D*D*D*

D*D*D

D*DD

9

4

4

1

MMM

DDD

Incomplete/
Fail

Incomplete/
Fail

Various study visits are organised throughout
the course during the College day particularly in
applied subjects. On occasions these are organised
by students and enable them to pursue their
studies in business, scientific and engineering
settings. Rather than operating a ‘Letter to
Parents’ system about every visit, students hold
a permission file which logs all visits alongside
parental signatures.

At the end of this meeting the Principal’s
decision will be final and a written record will be
made of the decision, and reasons for it, within a
follow-up letter to the student’s parent(s).

A one-week geography field trip is also a
compulsory element within A level geography.
Approximate cost: £300.
The Year 12 Scottish Borders visit is a teambuilding, leadership training and social event
designed to prepare students for sixth form life.
Approximate cost: £200.
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Additional visits to lectures, exhibitions, galleries,
museums and theatres (see subject pages) are
organised on a departmental basis and costs are
applied as necessary.

NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA) RULES

NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA) RULES

Important Notice to Candidates

progresses will allow you and your teacher time
to sort out any problems before it is too late.

These pages tell you about some things that
you must, and must not, do when you are
completing NEA.
Before you submit any coursework for marking,
you will be asked to sign an authentication
statement confirming that you have read and
followed these regulations.
If there is anything that you do not understand,
you must ask your teacher or lecturer.
provides you with an opportunity to do some
independent research into a topic. The research
you do will involve looking for information
in published sources such as textbooks,
encyclopaedias, journals, TV, radio, and the
World Wide Web.
Using information from published sources
(including the internet) as the basis for your NEA
is a great way to demonstrate your knowledge
and understanding of a subject, but you must
take care how you use this material - you cannot
copy it and claim it as your own work.
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The regulations state that:
The work which you submit for
assessment must be your own.
You must not copy from
someone else or allow another
candidate to copy from you.
If you use the same wording as a published
source, you must place quotation marks around
the passage and state where it came from. This
is called referencing. You must make sure that
you give detailed references for everything in
your work which is not in your own words. A

For material taken from the internet, your
reference must show the precise web page and
the date on which it was accessed, not just the
search engine used to locate it. This can be
copied from the address line. For example:http://
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/16/sosteacher/
history/49766.shtml, accessed on 14 Jan 2009.
You must also include a bibliography at the
end of your work, which lists the full details of
publications you have used to research your
project. For example:Morrison, A. (2000) Mary,
Queen of Scots, London: Weston Press.

If you copy the words or ideas of
others and don’t show your sources
in references and a bibliography,
you will be committing plagiarism —
and that’s cheating.
Preparing your NEA — good practice
If you receive help and guidance from someone
other than your teacher, tell your teacher who
will record the nature of the assistance given to
you.
If you worked as part of a group on a project,
for example, undertaking field research, you
must each write up your own account of the
project. Even if the data you have is the same,
the description of how that data was obtained
and the conclusions you draw from it should be
in your own words.
You must meet the deadlines that your teacher
gives you for submitting drafts and final pieces
of work. Your teachers are there to guide and
assist you — showing them your work as it

Take care of your work and keep it safe. Don’t
leave it lying around where your classmates can
find it. If it is stored on the computer network,
keep your password secure. Collect all copies
from the printer and destroy those you don’t
need.
Don’t be tempted to use essays from online
essay banks — you will be running the risk of
being caught out. Electronic tools can detect
this sort of copying.

•
•

whole subject for that exam session;
you will be disqualified and barred
from entering again for a period of 		
time;
you will be sanctioned according to the
behaviour system.

Your awarding body will decide which penalty is
appropriate.
REMEMBER
IT’S YOUR AWARD SO IT NEEDS TO BE YOUR
OWN WORK.

More about plagiarism
Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words,
thoughts or ideas and trying to pass them off as
your own. It is a form of cheating which is taken
very seriously.
Don’t think you won’t be caught. There are many
ways to detect plagiarism:
• Markers can spot changes in the style of
writing and use of language.
• Markers are highly experienced subject
specialists who are very familiar with work
on the topic concerned — they may have
read the source you are using (or even
marked the essay you have copied from!)
• Internet search engines and specialised
computer software can be used to match
phrases or pieces of text with original
sources and to detect changes in the
grammar and style of writing or punctuation.
Penalties for breaking the regulations
If your work is submitted and it is discovered
that you have broken the regulations, one of the
following penalties will be applied:
•
•
•

the piece of work will be awarded zero 		
marks;
you will be disqualified from that unit 		
for that exam session;
you will be disqualified from the 			
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GCE, GCSE and BTEC
EXAMINATIONS:
NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA) AND
PORTFOLIOS

reference should show the name of the author,
the year of publication and the page number:
For example: Phillips, D.C. (2004) Perspectives
on Learning, Teachers College Press, p.164

SIXTH FORM STATISTICS

UCAS TARIFF

2014
2015

2015
2016

2016
2017

2017
2018

2018
2019

2019
2020

Number of Students in Year 12

147

141

136

142

141

132

Number doing A-Levels only

123

108

98

100

86

97

Number doing vocational courses
only

5

10

18

16

34

21

Number combining A Level with
vocational courses

19

23

20

26

21

14

UCAS operates a ‘points’ system for university entrance and these points are awarded as follows:

Points

BTEC
Extended
Diploma

168

D*D*D*

160

D*D*D

152

D*DD

144

DDD

128

DDM

112

DMM

Sixth Form Results

2012
2014

2013
2015

2014
2016

2015
2017

2016
2018

2017
2019

Percentage of grades A*-E

100

100

100

100

100

99

Percentage of grades A*-B

71.2

74.4

65.0

65.4

67.2

63.8

Percentage of grades A*-A

41.5

46.9

42.3

38.9

40.6

39.7

Percentage of grades A*

15.5

17.2

14.1

17.8

14.2

16.6

48

Average points score per entry

100.8

104.18

99.26

39.96

40.11

39.42

40

104

Average points score per entry (new UCAS points equivalent)

D*D
MMM

DD

80

MMP

DM

64

MPP

MM

56

24

2015

2016

2017

20

41.19

39.23

39.96

16

A Level

D*D*

96

32
This is not directly comparable to previous years as the new point system is now in use (see below)

BTEC
Diploma

A*
PPP

MP

A
B

PP

C
D

E

12
10
6
When being offered places at university, the offer may be couched in terms of grades or points.
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Students achieving instrumental grades for musicianship through the AEB grading system, and those
passing LAMDA public speaking exams, receive UCAS points. Please ask for more information if this
applies to you.
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Emmanuel College
Consett Road
Gateshead
Tyne and Wear
NE11 0AN

T: 0191 460 2099
E: enquiries@emmanuelctc.org.uk
W: www.emmanuelcollege.org.uk

Principal Matthew Waterﬁeld MA

