


Every great movement has its great leaders: influential figures 
who harness the passion of a collective to direct it to achieving 
its goal – whatever that may be.  The movement against climate 
change is no different; men and women, young and old, are 
fighting for earth, but who are those fighting on the front line 
of the climate change battle? Here are some of the influential 
figures most committed to the climate-change movement:

After what feels like an age, the ET is back!  
For us in the media editing team, this 
is certainly a welcome return – and we 
imagine many of you will feel the same way.  
For those new to College, we give you a 
special welcome to your first edition of the 
Emmanuel Times – and what an edition to 
start out with!  Even for most of us who are 
familiar with the ET, it has certainly been a 
while since we last saw one, so this is in a 
way a special edition for us all. 

On the theme of new starts, this will mark 
the first edition of the ET with a new editing 
team at the helm.  To briefly introduce 
ourselves to you: I am Hannah, currently in 
Year 12 and the new media director!  I am 
studying English Literature, Maths, Latin and 
Greek, and thoroughly enjoying taking these 
subjects.

I am Anna, and I am currently taking 
German, English Literature and Maths for A 
level, with a view to studying languages at 
university.  I have loved my role as media 
editor so far; it has been incredible to see 
the talent of writers from across all year 
groups.

Given that the coronavirus has dominated 
the headlines, it comes as no surprise that 
this is reflected within the ET.  We hope that 
you find the articles interesting – we have 
both learned a lot!  Equally, if you are more 
interested in students’ experiences and 
opinions, there are plenty of pieces for you 
too – from an interview with Maddi from 
the Junior Bake Off to a discussion of the 
importance of protesting in order to create 
change.

Our school is full of diverse talents and 
ideas, and we are delighted with the way in 
which the ET represents the interests and 
opinions of students from across the college.

Happy reading! 

Hannah 
Hindmarsh 
and Anna 
Cumming

A note from the
editors...

Leaders in 
the fight 
for earth

Greta Thunberg
Possibly one of the most recognisable 
faces of the movement, Greta 
Thunberg is an 18-year-old Swedish 
environmental activist.  Her 
campaigning has gained international 
recognition, and since 2018, she has 
spoken both in public, and to political 
leaders and assemblies. 

Like many young activists, Greta’s 
activism began at home, trying to 
reduce her carbon footprint through 
lifestyle choices such as diet change 
and decreased consumerism, but 
at age 15 she realised that stronger 

Leonardo DiCaprio
Perhaps better known for his role 
in Titanic, it may come as a surprise 
to some that DiCaprio is, in fact, a 
passionate environmental activist.  
His accomplished acting career has 
provided him with a platform upon 
which to voice his concerns regarding 
climate change, as well as other 
environmental issues.  In fact, in 1998 
he established the ‘Leonardo DiCaprio 
Foundation’ in order to help other 
organisations and initiatives which 
aim to secure a more sustainable 

action was necessary to call the 
attention of politicians and other 
influential people.  In August 2018, 
Thunberg started striking school 
in order to gain greater recognition 
for climate change.  She sat outside 
the Swedish Parliament holding a 
sign reading ‘Skolstrejk för klimatet’ 
(‘School strike for climate’).  Following 
her example, other young people 
started engaging in similar activities 
in their own respective communities, 
and before long, the climate strike 
movement ‘Fridays for Future’ was 
born.

future for the planet.  Through 
this foundation he has generated 
numerous media projects, translating 
the gravity of some of these issues to 
the public, including two short films 
‘Water Planet’ and ‘Global Warning’.  
Aside from his charity, he also sits on 
the board of the Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC), Global Green 
USA and the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare (IFAW) and the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).
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Adenike Oladosu 
Adenike Oladosu is a Nigerian 
climate activist and founder of 
the Nigerian 'Fridays for Future' 
movement.  Alongside Elizabeth 
Wathuti and Vanessa Nakate, 
Oladosu was recognised as one 
of the top three climate activists 
in Africa by Greenpeace.  She 
was first introduced to the 
pressing issue of climate change 
after university, where she saw 
it affecting the lives of those 
in her hometown: farmers 
found their land to be more 
arid, whereas other people 
saw their homes swept away in 

These three people, although all in very different situations, have 
united in a fight for the protection of our planet – and there are so 
many more at the forefront of the movement who could also have 
been mentioned.  In the face of sacrifices such as those made by 
Greta Thunberg (who has said that she would much rather be in 
school than out striking every Friday), and the incredible influence 
that celebrities such as DiCaprio have due to their platform, it can 

floods.  In reaction to reading 
a report on global warming, 
she began public speaking 
in schools as well as visiting 
communities in order to talk 
about the ever worsening issue 
of climate change, encouraging 
people to try to tackle climate 
change independently, as well 
as working as a collective.  In 
2019, Oladosu received an 
Ambassador of Conscience 
award from Amnesty 
International in Nigeria, and 
even spoke at the UN Youth 
Climate Summit.

feel as though we as individuals have nothing to contribute.  In 
reality, however, nothing could be further from the truth. 

When it comes to saving energy, something as simple as turning 
off the light when you leave a room really does make a difference.  
Raising awareness is always powerful, too, and can encourage 
others to think about whether they are living wastefully.  In a 
consumerist society, a lot could be achieved if we simply stopped to 
question whether we were really making the most of the resources 
around us.  Perhaps such things do not seem to have much of an 
impact on their own, but individual acts add up and become part 
of something so much bigger.  We all have a responsibility to act 
now, for the sake of our world and the lives of future generations, 
and everything that we do now counts.  Every action is writing 
the script for our future.  It is important that, instead of looking 
at these leaders and feeling that we cannot have the impact that 
they have had, we focus on the common goal which unites them 
with us.  Everyone has something to contribute, because 
ultimately these leaders are not doing it for the fame, but 
for the future of our planet.

They saw a crisis, and realised that they were 
responsible for doing something about it.  And so 
should we.

Stella Blackman, 13 Oughton

A polar bear stands on the ice in the Franklin Strait in the Canadian Arctic Archipelago, Saturday, July 22, 2017. While some polar 
bears are expected to follow the retreating ice northward, others will head south, where they will come into greater contact with 
humans, encounters that are unlikely to end well for the bears. (AP Photo/David Goldman) emmanuelcollege.org.uk  |  3



The question of whether billionaires should exist is a strange and 
complex one.  It stems from both political, ethical and societal 
concerns.  In order to illustrate why this is even an ongoing 
debate, it’s vital to consider how much one billion pounds 
actually is.  If you were given £100,000 every year and did not 
spend a penny, then after ten years, you’d be a millionaire.  
Pretty good, right?  Yet, you would never become a billionaire if 
you were the subject of this analogy.  In fact, it would take you 
10,000 years to become a billionaire.  Ten thousand years.
Jeff Bezos – CEO of Amazon and the richest man in the world – 
is the perfect example to highlight why many aspects of being 
a billionaire prove unethical.  By the time you’ve read this 
article, Bezos’ net worth will have shot up by around £174,403.  
In three minutes, he has earned enough money to build four 
fully-functioning schools in a third-world country, each school 
with the ability to accommodate 325 students.  Although Bezos 
plans to be more involved with charitable efforts following his 
retirement as Amazon CEO, the Chronicle of Philanthropy has 
estimated that he gave around $68 million to charity between 
2000 and 2017 – only 0.1% of his wealth, meaning he has 
much to make up for.  Perhaps wanting this amount of money 
is simply ‘human nature’.  When asked “How much money is 
enough?” John D Rockefeller (despite having a net worth of 
£264.9bn) once answered: “Just a little bit more”.  To those with 
an insatiable desire for more, more will never be enough.  Often, 
what once started as a way to make a living, becomes a quest of 
greed. 

Undoubtedly, entrepreneurs deserve large rewards for their 
innovation and contribution to society – every person has the 
right to work hard and reap the monetary rewards of doing 
so, and I am in no way suggesting that everyone should earn 
the same or that the government should de-incentivise new 
business-people from pushing their ideas into reality.  However, 
there comes a point when their wages are excessive and unfair, 
especially when fuelled by exploitation of the working classes.  
In the UK, 55% of Amazon employees claim that they were 
penalised for taking sick days.  Some women even say they were 
criticised for taking time off during pregnancies.  Paired with 
the shocking claims that Amazon workers have avoided taking 
toilet breaks for fear of losing their job, the workplace culture of 
Amazon factories seems fairly grim.  The most disgusting part 
is that Bezos earns 147 times the average Amazon employee’s 
yearly wage in just an hour.  What is enough to change 
someone’s entire life, is simply another man’s pocket money.

So how can this be changed? There is no point in highlighting 

the problem, without suggesting a viable solution.  Firstly: 
encouraging philanthropy.  By definition, philanthropy is simply 
donating lots of money to good causes: an attempt to give 
back.  However, it is so much more than that.  Real philanthropy 
is an act of sacrifice and kindness.  Of course, billionaires like 
Bill Gates have donated plenty of their money to deserving 
non-profit organisations, which should be commended greatly.  
However, out of his huge net worth, Gates only donated 25% 
to charity.  The rest is either used to fund his large luxury car 
collection or his private jet, or to waste away, not being used.  
Not even being thought about.  Therefore, philanthropy to an 
extremely large extent would be an amazing way for billionaires 
to really reward the society that crowned them in the position 
that they hold.

Secondly: taxation.  It has been argued that taxation is actually 
a better way of redistributing billionaires’ money because, in 
allowing them to donate freely, there arises the risk of them 
donating to corrupt causes or pursuing agendas which are not 
necessarily in the best interests of the general public.  Increased 
taxation for billionaires may seem extreme, yet even after 
significantly more tax, billionaires would still be rich enough 
to indulge in the same luxury lifestyle.  Take Mike Ashley, the 
infamous owner of Newcastle United FC, whose net worth is now 
over $3.1 billion.  Currently, Ashley lies in the same tax band as 
someone making £150,000.  With a tax specifically dedicated to 
targeting the mega-rich, billionaires like Ashley would be taxed 
in a more proportionate fashion.  Moreover, in the UK, there are 
151 billionaires.  This tax would therefore affect 0.0002% of the 
population, yet it would benefit 100% of the population with the 
new hospitals, schools and infrastructure that could be built.  

Thirdly, and finally, tighter laws on working conditions and 
pay are essential; workers both in the UK and abroad would be 
protected from the often extreme levels of exploitation they 
face.  No-one should work to line the pockets of billionaires at 
the expense of their own health and dignity.

Billionaires are usually not bad people.  Like most 
people, they can be hard-working, intelligent and 
altruistic.  There is no doubt about that.  Yet the 
amount of money that they are entitled to is 
ridiculous when a lack of money is the cause of 
thousands of deaths daily.  The excuse of ‘life not 
being fair’ is simply not good enough anymore.

Alana Nicholson, 13 Wilson

The Billion Dollar Question
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The music industry is often 
looked down upon.  The ever-
so supportive and encouraging 
agents and managers who aid 
stars on their rise to success 
are too often the same villains 
exploiting them and pushing 
them to breaking point.  If 
it weren’t for the constant 
corruption of this toxic 
industry, some of the celebrity 
horror stories plastered over 
tabloids would have had the 
potential to become fairy 
tales.  This leads us to the fatal 
question: how terrible really is 
the music industry?

Let’s start with the real 
protagonists: the big, bad 
record labels.  For young and 
budding artists, record labels 
are a dream: an idyllic lifestyle, 
in which they can pursue their 
passion and make plenty of 
money in the process.  A win-
win situation, right?  Wrong.  
Not only do labels, like Sony, 
take a ridiculous proportion 
of the profit (leaving artists 
with around 2.3%), there 
is also a huge drop rate.  A 
minute 0.2% of acts stay on 
with their record label.  The 
rest are destined to walk 
the boulevard of broken 
dreams, slowly letting go of 
the unrealistic promises they 
were fed.  However, this is 
not the biggest issue.  The 
biggest issue is the control 
that record companies have 
over real people and real 

lives.  For some, signing on the 
dotted line becomes a path 
to restriction and regulation.  
Paired with the expectation 
that the artist will make 
generic music which ‘sells’ 
rather than music which is a 
product of creative expression, 
the dream appears a little less 
appealing than it is portrayed.  
Prince, one of the most 
influential artists of the 20th 
century, even claimed that 
record contracts are “slavery”, 
warning young artists not to 
sign themselves away to a 
prescribed life of exploitation 
and excruciating working 
hours. 

Disturbingly, according to a 
recent study, 73% of modern 
music artists report suffering 
from mental illness, with the 
chance of someone involved 
in the music industry being 
diagnosed with depression 
being triple that of someone 
with no connection to it.  
The worst part is that these 
statistics, although heart-
breaking, are hardly shocking.  
Monthly, weekly even, we hear 
reports of household names 
tragically passing away or 
being sent to rehab or opening 
up about their poor mental 
health: Avicii, Amy Winehouse, 
Mac Miller, to name a few.  
Amy Winehouse’s tragic death 
in 2011 rekindled questions 
about the struggles of living 
life in the spotlight.  To blame 

music industry
The curse of the

only the industry for her death 
would be unfair, as Winehouse 
was unfortunately struggling 
with addiction and attempting 
to fix a broken relationship 
near the time of her death.  
However, constant pestering 
from the paparazzi and the 
expectation to play shows 
daily, despite failing health, 
would have been no help 
in her recovery.  Therefore, 
the questions of why she 
was allowed to play so many 
drunken shows before the 
tour cancellation, and why 
there was no protection from 
the ruthless surveillance from 
music journalists or paparazzi, 
are left unanswered. 

A recent case that took the 
media by storm was Kesha’s 
legal battle with her former 
manager Dr Luke, who worked 
with Sony records.  In 2013, 
there were protestors 
petitioning online to “Free 
Kesha”, as fans speculated 
that she was being controlled 
by Dr Luke.  The situation 
escalated further when 
her mother opened up 
about her daughter’s unfair 
treatment, admitting that 
her manager forced her into 
losing weight, after shaming 
her and comparing her to a 
refrigerator.  This horrifying 
news encouraged fans to 
protest actively, arguing that 
Dr Luke was “controlling Kesha 
like a puppet, feeding her 

what she doesn’t want, and 
her creativity is dwindling”.  
After this, the support rushed 
in, with stars like Lady Gaga 
and Taylor Swift speaking out 
about the painful situation 
that Sony had trapped Kesha 
in with their legal contract.  
Fortunately, Sony cut ties with 
Dr Luke in 2017.  Yet, for a huge 
record label to bind a young 
woman to ten years of abuse, 
pain and control, shows there 
are clear issues – issues which 
still need to be addressed. 

So, we come back to the 
question of how terrible the 
music industry is.  Naturally, 
there is another side to the 
story, where artists are treated 
as humans, rather than robots, 
and dreams are fulfilled, 
not crushed.  Nevertheless, 
this does not eliminate the 
problems highlighted earlier in 
the article, nor does it balance 
them out.  The music industry 
has potential to be uplifting 
and amazing, but in its current 
form it is deadly: a curse in 
disguise.  The destruction 
it has created can never be 
undone, so out of respect for 
those still trapped 
in the toxicity, 
something 
must change. 

Alana 
Nicholson,
13 Wilson
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From the anti-war demonstrations of the 1960s and early 2000s 
to The Great Butter Rebellion of Harvard University, the right to 
protest is enshrined in all democracies.  As an inalienable right 
that allows everyday citizens a microphone through which to 
express their passions and concerns, the effect of protest on our 
democracy is inexorable.  From Dr King to Extinction Rebellion, 
protesters reflect the greatest concerns of society at the time. 

To protest is “to express disapproval or dissent; to object to 
something”, which encapsulates a myriad of activities, the 
distinctions between each being of the utmost importance.  
Primarily, the distinction must be made between legal and 
illegal protest; the former is more likely to achieve the support 
of the government and hence the fulfilment of the protesters’ 
objectives.  However, as Martin Luther King Jr said about illegal 
demonstration, “It seeks so to dramatize the issue that it can 
no longer be ignored” and may seem necessary when activists 
feel that the community is deaf to its concerns.  After all, is 
non-violent, illegal protest not the ultimate demonstration of 
civil concern?  Are the actions of the civil rights movements, of 
Selma, now not considered heroic?  Do we now look at MLK as a 
troublemaker?  Or as a peacemaker?

Non-violent political protest is almost always underpinned by 
a desire for reconciliation.  The arc of justice is bent by those 
who break the rules to highlight the inadequacy of the rules.  
In the early 20th century, this action was deemed necessary to 
ensure the success of the Suffragette movement, to right one 
of society’s most glaring injustices, to extend the franchise to 
women.  The 1930 Salt March led by Mahatma Gandhi was an 
indictment of British rule over India.  A force of 50,000 people 
marched 240 miles to the Arabian Sea, and, on reaching it, 
picked up a handful of salt.  An act of defiance: simple, yet 
with worldwide repercussions.  An act of defiance that showed 
the whole world the power of civil disobedience.  An act that 
continues to inspire protestors to this day.

Throughout the past year, protests and desire for change have 
been prominent in the news.  After George Floyd died at the 

hands of a police officer in Minneapolis, USA, on 25 May 2020, 
initially having been stopped because he was suspected of 
using a counterfeit bank note, the Black Lives Matter movement 
dominated the headlines.  Protests across the world called out 
the systemic racism and injustice built into the way in which 
many societies function, and the fight for equality gained 
momentum.  More recently again, following the murder of Sarah 
Everard, protests and vigils went ahead despite opposition from 
the police due to Coronavirus restrictions, leading to a wider 
appreciation of what it means for a woman to walk the streets 
alone and concern over the power of the Police to shut down 
protests.

Whilst the majority of the Black Lives Matter protests were 
peaceful, some escalated to a point of violence which caused 
danger to all involved, damaged businesses belonging to black 
people, and overshadowed the message being shared by those 
protesting non-violently.  In the aftermath of the vigils for Sarah 
Everard, concerns were raised regarding the Police, Crime, 
Sentencing and Court Bill which the Government is proposing 
as a way to allow the Police greater powers in shutting down 
any protest which they deem a violation of regulations.  Instead 
of providing greater protections for women and girls, as has 
been called for, the Bill prioritises different issues, one of which 
is to limit the right to protest – something which will seriously 

“When injustice 
becomes law, 

resistance becomes 
duty.” 

Thomas Jefferson
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The importance of 
protesting as a tool to 

achieve political change

threaten freedom of expression.  ‘Kill the Bill’ protests have been 
a prominent feature in the news, with statues being attacked in 
response to the fact that the Bill dictates that attacking a statue 
may result in a ten-year term in prison.  A rape sentence begins 
at five years.  In the face of such upsetting priorities, it is now 
more important than ever that we use our voice.

Whilst violent protests should certainly be ended for the safety 
of all concerned, and legal action should be taken where 
necessary, to have the power to end ‘disruptive’ protests is to 
have the power to end effective protests.  Should a protester 
who causes “serious annoyance or serious inconvenience” run 
the risk of a fine or even a prison sentence?  If the outcry is not 
loud enough to be heard, what impact can it possibly have?  
Disruptive protests, when non-violent, are essential in holding 
our leaders to account, and we must protect our right to a voice 
within our democratic society. 

To be silent is to be complicit.  There are countless reasons as to 
why we should use our right to protest.  There are problems in 
our world that no one can fail to acknowledge; the impending 
climate crisis, ethnic cleansing in Myanmar and the rise of far-
right politics across the world.  Public demonstrations represent 
the single greatest weapon against injustice: solidarity.  The 

Demonstrators holding banners march past Buckingham Palace during a ‘Kill the Bill’ protest in London. 
© AP pic

power of a conscientious group of people getting together 
to say this is wrong has steered humanity towards justice.  
Furthermore, by protesting, we the people can direct the agenda 
and inspire debate, thus strengthening our very democracy.  
Protest is a staple of democracy across the world; to neglect 
our right to protest is to take democracy in vain.  The changing 
nature of our world, however, means there are now more ways 
than ever to protest.  We don’t have to picket or hunger-strike 
anymore; we can promote issues online or sign petitions.  In 
this post-truth world of political instability and fake news, it is 
more important than ever that the unfiltered voice of the people 
be heard.  Can we trust politicians to solve the climate crisis, to 
speak for the voiceless and help the oppressed?  We have a civil 
responsibility to raise our voice.

In conclusion, the importance of protest as a tool 
to achieve political change is irrefutable, and any 
opportunity to advocate for a cause close to 
your heart should be seized.  Protest is one of 
our greatest weapons against injustice.  It is 
imperative that we use it and that we protect it.

Stella Blackman, 13 Oughton
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There is no such thing as Old Age
Let’s face it: we’ve all been there, haven’t we?  We’re running late and 
suddenly every old person with a walking stick or zimmer frame has 
somehow materialised in front of us, blocking where we need to be.  
Then, when we finally reach the queue, there’s always an old dear in 
front of us, dithering and taking ages to find the right change.  Worse 
still, the person on the till makes a comment about the weather – big 
mistake, because it sets the old lady off depicting the woes of the failing 
petunias in her garden ...!

‘Old age’... I guess we all dread it … but at the same time, we use the 
term in a way that almost labels people as being past it and without 
much value to society.  

I volunteer at an old people’s home after school, playing piano for the 
residents there.  Now, even the most hardened musicians will tell you 
that an old people’s home – well, it’s a tough crowd.  Some will sing 
along to your Frank Sinatra song, but sing really badly out of tune.  
Others start heckling randomly, such as one old lady who once shouted, 
“CAN YOU CHANGE THE CHANNEL!!??” 

And then, of course, there’s the classic: “Let’s sing a completely different 
song from the one she’s playing!”   

But along with the bizarre and embarrassing, there are the moments 
that make it so worthwhile.  The times when an old woman, who can’t 
even recall her own name, can suddenly remember and sing word 
perfectly along to all three verses of an old hymn. 

“There is no such thing as old age.”  Well, obviously there is if we’re 
talking about the inevitable biological old age.  But what about the 
label of being ‘of old age’ and the discrimination and prejudice that 
follows as a result?  We can see this label working in everyday life, 
stereotyping, writing people off and labelling them as burdens upon 
society.  

But the elderly have so much more to offer than we recognise.   
At 86, Katherine Pelton swam the 200-meter butterfly in an astonishing 
3 minutes, 1.14 seconds, beating the men’s world record for that age 
group by over 20 seconds. 

At 75, cancer survivor Barbara Hillary became one of the oldest people 
and the first black woman to reach the North Pole. 

And at the sprightly age of 100, former sports teacher Lisel Heise stood 
in the local German elections last year, campaigning for more sports 
facilities.

How can we possibly still be saying that the elderly fit into this 
stereotype of ‘old age’?  And that, although this label and image of ‘old 
age’ exists in our minds, in actuality there just isn’t such a thing as ‘old 
age’?

You see, there really is more to the elderly than dentures and boiled 
sweets; yet a survey by the Nominet Trust found that over half of over 
65s felt “silenced” and “ignored”.

At least half a million elderly people go five to six days without seeing, 
hearing from or speaking to anyone.  Is it any wonder then that one in 
ten elderly people visit the GP just because they’re lonely.  Who’d want 
to spend time sitting in a waiting room?  Well, people who have no-one 
to wait for.  Brenda, age 82, says: “If I died, my family would find out two 
weeks later.” 

For my grandma’s 80th birthday, we watched a montage of old cinefilm 
reels and photos of her life, seeing her as a young girl and the blonde 
bombshell that she was in the swinging sixties.  But the once-strong 
hands which I saw tossing my two-year-old dad into the air on the 
beach now shake uncontrollably with Parkinson’s as she struggles to 
feed herself with a spoon.   

And yet, at the age of 84, she still loves to hear all my stories from 
school.  And her eyes still sparkle with mischief as she looks through my 
Instagram photos of our school productions, teasingly pointing out all 
the boys who she thinks look (and I quote) “really dishy!”  My grandma 
may not be able to walk anymore, but there’s life in her yet. 
 
I mentioned that I played piano at my local care home.  A few months 
ago, I was playing the famous Louis Armstrong song, What a wonderful 
world.  An elderly gentleman wistfully told me how his wife had walked 
up the aisle on their wedding day to that song.  

“Oh, how lovely,” I said.  “How long ago was that?”

“Last year,” he said, to my surprise.  

He and his wife had met and married in the care home.  You’re 
never too old to find true love, it seems.  

So whilst ‘old age’ exists biologically for sure, there’s 
no such thing as ‘old age’ in terms of what we can still 
achieve and what we’re still worth.  

Emma Dawes, 12 Stewart
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What is success?
Many of us harbour secret dreams of what we want to be when we 
are older, and measure our success by whether or not we fulfil them.  
Personally, I want to be a Michelin Star Chef.  So far, I have mastered 
the Pot Noodle and Super Noodles, so obviously, the next step for me 
is Bouillabaisse with cock crab and poached lobster!  Having mastered 
this – becoming a skilled practitioner in my area of expertise – I would 
have become what many would call ‘successful’.  But would achieving 
my dream automatically lead to contentment and happiness?  Not 
necessarily: working with Gordon Ramsay does not look like too much 
fun.  And if I was unhappy, could I really claim that I was ‘successful’?
The Google dictionary suggests that success is “the accomplishment 
of an aim or purpose” or “the attainment of fame, wealth, or social 
status”.  I could conclude from this that becoming a Michelin Star Chef 
is the ‘success’ that I should be aiming for – except that realistically, I 
am never going to attain that level of skill in the kitchen.  On the other 
hand, if it is wealth that makes a person successful, then I am already 
a failure: there is so little on my debit card that if it got stolen, I would 
not bother to cancel it.  Even if I was a millionaire, would it necessarily 
follow that I was successful?  No!  

It is important to consider whether ‘success’ in the broader sense even 
exists, and if it does, how you would go about measuring it.  At first 
glance, wealth is claimed to be the obvious indicator of ‘success’; it is 
easy to quantify, being tangible and relevant, but it is also competitive 
and vicious.  When we use wealth as a measure for success, we lose 
sight of other, more important, stories – only ever acknowledging the 
guy with the brand-new Tesla.  Take the NHS: a vital part of our nation, 
where over half of employees are underpaid and consider quitting.  A 
further 38% struggle to afford food, with 9% forced to use food banks.  
This does not scream stereotypical ‘success’, does it?  But after at least 
three years of intense hard-work and training, in my eyes, these men 
and women are some of the most successful and talented people that 
this country has to offer!  And yet many are not rich.  They are not 
financially thriving.  Some are even unable to buy their children school 
uniform.  So, when I am told that you can measure success by wealth, I 
simply cannot and will not agree. 

In actuality, a broad definition of success can be a barrier – a limitation 
that we impose upon ourselves.  Success is not necessarily measured 
by wealth or academic achievement; indeed, these things are often 
obstacles disguised as targets.  We build up grand images of a 
‘successful’ life, often based on the life others tell us we ought to want 
to live.  We barricade ourselves in unconsciously, forcing ourselves to 
try to meet these often-unrealistic regulations and targets. 

Young people, in particular, are greatly affected by society’s standards 
of success, being continually pitted against their peers for top spots 
and rankings.  According to a 2018 article in the Daily Telegraph, English 
and Maths are the worst-performing subjects at GCSE, with only about 
15% of candidates receiving one of the top grades.  Some people argue 
that this drives us forward, giving us something to work towards.  But 
for me, knowing that there were only 837 teenagers in the UK in 2019 
who achieved grade nines in every subject (just 1% of all the teenagers 
taking GCSEs) feels quite damning.  Because if we make ‘success’ all 
about academics, then it becomes an obstacle, a barrier that limits our 
potential and makes us feel we haven’t hit the mark. 

The truth is, success cannot be defined for all of us in the same way; 
it is relative and circumstantial.  It lies in your own goals, your own 
aspirations – things which may not have anything to do with money or 
fame.  What do you want to achieve?  Is it the contents of that big brown 
envelope at the end of GCSEs, your monthly bank balance text, or even 
just forcing yourself to get out of bed?  You cannot define success in 
others, only in yourself. 

I believe that the concept of ‘success’ as defined by the world 
is often a limitation, creating boundaries and barriers.  I do 
not see pound signs or A*s.  True success is relative 
to me and my situations, however unimportant they 
might seem to others.  Even though I am never going 
to be a Michelin Star Chef, I still want to live a life 
where I do my best at what is right and overcome the 
wall that many mistakenly call ‘success’. 

Mary Allan, 12 Clarke

Journal of a World War I soldier
Thursday 6 May, 1915
It has now been two weeks since the start of the second battle of Ypres.  
The sun is now shining, as summer comes closer, but there is an eerie 
feeling in the trenches.  Poor John has caught trench foot and I fear he 
will never recover.  I am now wearing extra socks as another layer of 
protection.  My heart aches for him; I’ve heard it’s dreadful.
But the most major event of today was that we retrieved Victor 
Williams’ body from No Man’s Land; he risked everything for our 
country.  He was a close friend of mine, as you would have already 
recalled from the previous pages of this diary.  A single tear drop rolled 
down my cheek as my commander told me.  We were to bury him this 
afternoon.  I dug a deep pit, shovelling the dirt behind me.  We buried 
him.
As I walked away from the disrupted earth, the rain came.  There was a 
lot of rain, considering it was May: unusual, I thought.

Sunday 10 May, 1915
I visited Victor’s grave today.  However, this time it was different.  There 
was a green stem emerging from the soil.  I decided to visit every 
Sunday, to monitor this tremendous discovery.

Sunday 17 May, 1915
The green stem was not a green stem anymore.  A beautiful poppy had 
broken through the ground.  A symbol of hope?  I thought so.  
In all this death and destruction, there was hope.  Life was 
breaking through the earth.  Could things be turning 
around for the better?  Would I finally get to go home 
to my family?
For now it was just a poppy.  In a month’s time, maybe 
a few, but in years’ time it would become a legacy.  
Flanders Fields where the poppies grew.

Ellie Foster, 9 Cumming
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Coronavirus has affected everyone in this 
past year – whether by preventing us from 
attending live sporting events, engaging in 
hobbies or seeing our families as much as we 
would like.  But what is the virus?  Where does 
it come from?  How does it spread?  And most 
importantly, how can it be treated?

Coronavirus, or SARS-CoV-2 (severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2), is a 
zoonotic disease.  A zoonotic disease is caused 
by transmission of a pathogen from animal to 
human contact, i.e. it originates in animals.  
These pathogens can be fungi, bacteria, 
parasites, or in the case of Covid-19, a virus.  
They are transmitted in many ways, such 
as through direct contact with the animal, 
consuming food or drink contaminated with 
the pathogen from the animal, or through a 
vector such as a flea.  Zoonotic diseases are 
common across the world, although their 
severity in humans varies.  It is estimated 
that more than six out of every ten known 
infectious diseases can spread from animals, 
meaning that coronavirus is not an isolated 
event.  Many well-known diseases are also 
zoonotic, such as Ebola, salmonella and 
rabies. 

Which animal, then, did coronavirus originally 
come from?  This question has been one of 
particular interest to scientists and virologists 
since the outbreak of coronavirus.  It is 
important to understand the origin of the 
virus to prevent it once again making the leap 
from animal to human and causing more 
destruction, as well as limiting the potential 
for even more dangerous diseases being 
transmitted into the human population.  

There are multiple theories regarding the 
origin of Covid-19, including those claiming 
pangolins are the culprit.  Pangolins are 
the only mammal wholly covered in scales, 
and are found predominantly in Asia.  
Unfortunately, they hold the title of the most 
trafficked mammal in the world.  High demand 
in China and Vietnam for both the meat, which 
is considered a delicacy, and their scales 
(used for traditional medicine and healing 
techniques) has led to a massive illegal trade 
of these small mammals, bringing them into 
proximity with humans.  This creates the risk 
of viral transmission.  And that is what has 
potentially occurred, according to Chinese 
researchers looking at the virus in February 
2020.  A genetic comparison of coronaviruses 
taken from the animals and infected humans 
resulted in a 99% similarity in the sequence.  
Wuhan, the origin of the virus in humans, 
is home to a large seafood and wild animal 
market, where many of those first infected 
worked.  Whilst pangolins were not listed as 
being sold in the market, the illegality of their 
trade could explain their omission. 

One of the more famous theories holds bats 
accountable.  Bats contain multiple different 
coronaviruses, including the likes of SARS 
and MERS – both of which have caused 
outbreaks in humans before.  Similar to the 
pangolins, genetic investigation was used 
on a wide range of wild animals, returning a 
96% genome match of Covid-19 and a similar 
virus that naturally infects horseshoe bats.  
It is not yet known whether the virus was 
transmitted from bats straight to humans or 
via another animal vector, e.g. a pangolin.  The 
investigation also revealed that SARS-CoV-2 

Bamboozled by the science of coronavirus?  Got questions about the 
vaccines?
Look no further!  The Year 12 biologists bring you all you need to 
know about Covid-19 …

The coronavirus: where it comes from, how it 
spreads, its lifecycle and potential treatments

has potentially been circulating in bats for 
decades.  Once again, Wuhan’s live animal 
market appears to be the source, playing 
host to a viral breeding ground and creating a 
massive risk of transmission.  The most likely 
scenario is that in the live animal markets of 
Wuhan, the virus was transmitted by bats, 
potentially via another mammal, to humans, 
and then spread to most of the world.

The coronavirus affected the entirety of the 
world throughout 2020, and continues to 
spread across the globe with over 153 million 
confirmed cases worldwide and around 
3.2 million deaths.  However, on a personal 
level it is relatively easy to guard against.  
Understanding of the life cycle of the virus 
explains why using soap and wearing face 
masks is essential to reducing its spread.

Coronavirus, named for the crown-like spikes 
on its surface, is covered by a layer of oil and 
lipid molecules which fall apart on contact 
with soap, due to the hydrophobic (water-
hating) tails of the molecules pulling the 
membrane apart.  The best way to avoid early 
transmission would have been encouraging 
the constant use of soap and water which can 
break up the virus at its stem – the hands.  
Furthermore, avoiding touching your face and 
keeping distance from others helps prevent 
the spread.  In 2020, the virus was not stopped 
at this stage and so progressed further. 

If it enters through the nose, mouth or eyes 
and attaches to the cells in the airways, the 
virus produces a protein.  It then fuses its oil 
membrane with that of the cell, infecting it, 
and, once inside, releases a snippet of genetic 
material (RNA).  After hijacking the cell, it 
reads the RNA and makes further proteins to 
keep the immune system away from the cell 
while it produces more infected cells.  As the 
infection progresses, the cells begin to send 
out new spikes and other proteins which will 
form more copies of the coronavirus.  Each 
infected cell can release millions of copies 
of the virus before it finally breaks down 
and dies, or ends up in droplets that escape 
the lungs.  This means that covering your 
mouth and nose when talking, sneezing or 
coughing is essential, as the droplets from 
these dead cells can escape and enter other 
people, starting the process again.  The virus 
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How deadly is coronavirus compared to 
pandemics of the past?
SARS-CoV-2, better known as Covid-19 or 
the coronavirus, is an ongoing pandemic 
that was first identified in December 
2019 in Wuhan, China.  The World Health 
Organisation declared this outbreak a 
Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern in January 2020, and a pandemic 
in March 2020.  At the time of writing, 
approximately 3.2 million deaths have 
occurred related to Covid-19.  When the 
virus first emerged, there was widespread 
panic, even though the virus is mostly 
harmless to young people who do not 
have any underlying health problems.  
Sadly, the large number of deaths has 
not been the only negative result of the 
virus.  Other consequences include social 
effects, such as a large increase in the 
number of people with depression due to 
the imposed lockdowns, which resulted 
in less social interaction between friends 
and family, and effects on the economy 
as the virus has caused the largest global 
recession since the Great Depression.

But how much damage has the 
coronavirus done compared to other 
past pandemics in terms of casualties, 
and is it as deadly as the death-count 
might suggest?  To understand how 
Covid-19 compares to pandemics of the 
past, we can compare it to similar types 
of diseases.  Covid-19 is a coronavirus 
and there have previously been some 
smaller coronavirus-type pandemics 
such as the MERS (Middle East respiratory 
syndrome) and SARS (severe acute 
respiratory syndrome) pandemics, which 
caused 850 and 770 deaths worldwide 
respectively.  In comparison to these 
coronaviruses Covid-19 has caused more 
casualties, which seems to indicate that 
it is much deadlier.  However, MERS and 
SARS did not infect nearly as many people 
as Covid-19 has (both infected several 
thousand people compared to the tens 
of millions of people across the globe 
infected with Covid-19). This shows that 
one of the factors that has resulted in 
Covid-19 causing so many deaths is that 
it is more contagious than these other 
types of coronaviruses, even though 
the mortality rates of MERS and SARS 
are much higher than that of Covid-19 
(34% and 11% respectively, compared to 
around 1%).

Not only is Covid-19 less severe than 
previous pandemics in terms of mortality 

rate but, compared to the deadliest 
pandemics of the past, it has caused 
far less damage in terms of casualty 
figures.  To put this into perspective, we 
can consider the Bubonic Plague, or the 
Black Death (1347-1351), which caused 
the deaths of around 200 million people 
– over 60 times more deaths than those 
caused by the coronavirus. 

Although this puts into the perspective 
how harmless Covid-19 is compared 
to these pandemics of the past, it 
could be argued that at the time of the 
Bubonic Plague people did not have the 
knowledge that we do today and that 
healthcare was less developed.  Perhaps, 
if the coronavirus had existed at that time, 
it would have spread more rapidly and 
caused many more deaths than it has 
done today.

To take this into account we can compare 
Covid-19 to the HIV/AIDS pandemic, which 
was first declared a pandemic in 1981.  
This disease is initially relatively harmless, 
although when left unnoticed it can 
progress to AIDS, and when this happens, 
death is highly likely because the immune 
system is compromised.  From 1981 to 
now, the HIV/AIDS pandemic has caused 
over 30 million deaths worldwide and 
around 500,000 to 1,000,000 people died 
due to AIDS-related illnesses in 2019 
– fewer than those deaths due to the 
coronavirus.  However, in the past years 
HIV/AIDS has done far more damage; it 
is only due to the availability of better 
information and medication that people 
with HIV can now live longer and healthier 
lives.

To conclude, whilst the coronavirus is 
less deadly than past pandemics, it is 
very contagious and has infected many 
people in a short timeframe, which has 
contributed to it being a cause of death for 
around 3.2 million people worldwide.  This 
could have been much worse, however; 
if there had been no measures taken to 
slow the spread of the disease, it would 
have spread much more rapidly 
and infected a greater number of 
people, leading to a great 
increase in both cases and 
deaths.

Nima Mohammadi 
Barchani, 12 McMahon

can remain on surfaces from several hours 
to days, so wearing a mask is very important 
when in public places; masks do not fully stop 
transmission but they do stop these droplets 
from landing on surfaces and remaining there 
for days. 

The final stage of the coronavirus, occurring 
only in the most severe of cases (sometimes 
due to an underlying health issue), is when 
the immune system, used to protect the 
body against pathogens, overacts and starts 
attacking the lungs, causing severe respiratory 
issues.  In a small percentage of infections, 
cases like this could potentially lead to death, 
as the lungs become obstructed with fluids 
and dying cells, making it very difficult to 
breathe. 

There is hope, however, with the widespread 
roll-out of the vaccines, which aim to 
produce antibodies that target the SARS-
CoV-2 and prevent it from infecting human 
cells.  Antibodies are a blood protein that 
attacks an antigen (responsible for causing an 
immune response) and combines with foreign 
substances within the body, such as the 
coronavirus.  Vaccines seem to slow the rate 
of infection but, on an individual level, there 
are simpler actions to take.  Using soap or 
hand sanitizer kills the virus quickly, stopping 
it from developing and going through its life 
cycle.  Furthermore, wearing face masks stops 
the droplets spreading on to surfaces and into 
other people.  Ultimately, the easiest way to 
protect other people is by following through 
with these simple precautions. 

Finn McElrue-Inch, 12 McMahon and 
Lewis McCue, 12 Stewart
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Vaccines: How 
much do we 
really know?

Vaccines: the small glimmer of hope in the black hole that is the current 
state of the world.  We know they have been developed and tested as fast 
as possible and given emergency authorisation.  But how do they work, 
and what’s the difference between them?

The three vaccines authorised for use in the UK are Moderna, Pfizer-
BioNTech and Oxford-AstraZeneca.  The Moderna vaccine has been 
developed by the Massachusetts-based company and is a breakthrough, 
as it is one of the first RNA-based vaccines.  Messenger RNA (mRNA) is used 
to prevent, treat and cure diseases.  Messenger RNA is genetic material 
which instructs cells to make proteins.  One of these proteins that can be 
coded by the mRNA instruction is the spike protein on the coronavirus.  
The spike protein helps the virus to attach to cells in the body and infect 
them.  Once the mRNA has been injected into the body, it should travel 
into the cells where it will use the machinery of the body cells to produce 
the spike protein.  In theory, once this spike protein has been produced, 
the immune system should recognise it as a foreign invader, and should 
attack it.  Once it has been dealt with, the body will make memory cells so 
it will know what to do if it is infected with coronavirus in the future.  If this 
vaccine is working effectively, the person infected after a vaccine should 
have no symptoms and will not be able to spread the virus.

This is similar to the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, developed by New York-
based pharmaceutical corporation Pfizer and German company BioNTech.  
They were the first to announce a potential vaccine for Covid-19, and it is 
also an mRNA vaccine.  The main difference from the Moderna vaccine is 
that less time is required between doses for the Pfizer vaccine.

Oxford-AstraZeneca is a partnership between Oxford University and 
AstraZeneca, a Swedish-British pharmaceutical company based in 
Cambridge.  They have developed a live-attenuated vaccine, which is the 
most common type of vaccine.  It uses a genetically modified common 
cold virus to carry the genes for the ‘spike protein’ on the coronavirus.  
The cold virus is harmless, as the strand is one that used to infect 
chimpanzees.  The modified virus is injected into the patient, enters the 
cells and starts to produce the spike protein.  This prompts the immune 
system to attack it, identifying it as ‘non-self’ and producing antibodies 
and activating cytotoxic T cells, which will cause infected cells to self-
destruct.  Memory cells are produced so the body knows how to respond 
if it comes into contact with the spike protein again (for example, if the 
coronavirus were to enter the body).  This will destroy the actual virus so 
quickly that symptoms would not present.

All three are effective vaccines, but they have advantages and 
disadvantages.  To begin with, they all require two doses of the vaccine, 
but Moderna and Oxford need four weeks in between, whereas Pfizer 

needs three weeks in between, so it takes less time to administer.  In 
addition, the temperature at which the vaccine must be stored impacts 
how easily it can be distributed.  The Oxford vaccine is easier to transport 
and distribute, as it can be stored at 2-8 degrees Celsius, which is about 
standard refrigerator temperature.  The Pfizer vaccine, by contrast, must 
be stored at -70 degrees Celsius, which makes distributing the vaccine 
extremely difficult as most general practices and hospitals do not have 
freezers at this temperature.  The Moderna vaccine can also be stored at 
2-8 degrees Celsius. 

Efficacy is how well the vaccine performs in clinical trials, whereas 
efficiency is how effective the vaccine is in a real-world setting.  The 
efficacy of the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines are both 95%, meaning that, 
95% of the time, the vaccine protected the patients in the clinical trials.  
This is considered highly effective, and scientists are extremely optimistic 
about the protection offered by these vaccines.  The Oxford vaccine 
has an overall efficacy of 70%.  This vaccine has two different values of 
efficacy, however, as two different doses were given in clinical trials which 
produced different results.  The higher efficacy regimen used a halved 
standard dose and a second standard dose – the efficacy of this regimen 
was 90%.  The lower efficacy regimen had a value of 62% and used two 
standard doses.  At the moment, scientists are still trying to explain why 
giving a halved first dose made the vaccine more efficient. 

The price of each vaccine per dose varies considerably, but as the 
government is financing this, it will be free to users of the NHS.  The 
Moderna vaccine is the most expensive, at £28 per dose, followed by the 
Pfizer vaccine, which is around £15 per dose.  The approximate cost of the 
Oxford vaccine is reported to be £3 per dose (with two doses required).  
The Oxford vaccine will be sold at cost price to all countries, regardless of 
the size of their economy, and Pfizer has said it will sell its vaccine not for 
profit for as long as the pandemic continues.  Moderna is a commercial 
company and therefore will be selling their vaccine for a profit. 

In summary, the three vaccines in the UK are all similar but not the same: 
they are all different ways of trying to solve the same problem.  They 
each have their advantages and 
disadvantages, whether that be time 
between doses or the price of the 
vaccine, but they are all effective and 
any one of them could help bring 
us out of the pandemic and back to 
some sense of normality once again.

Sophie Rowland, 12 Prest and 
Faye Slater, 12 McMahon

Faraz Zaidi tests the performance of a new coronavirus vaccine at the Wistar Institute in Philadelphia. Photo: Monica Herndon.
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From anti-vaxxers to allergies: why might people 
refuse the vaccine?
It is safe to say that the years 2020-21 have 
been like no others.  The Covid-19 pandemic 
has significantly impacted the nation and we 
have all had to adapt to a new way of living 
in order to save lives.  With the hope that 
the development of vaccines has brought, 
it is important to consider the widespread 
misinformation as we seek to return to 
‘normality’.

On 2 December 2020, it was announced that 
the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccine 
would be widely used in the UK.  This vaccine 
has been proven to be up to 95% effective 
and is given in two doses, three weeks apart.  
Since that date, two more vaccines have 
been approved for use in the UK, namely the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca and Moderna vaccines. 
At the time of writing, over 34 million people 
in the UK have received at least one dose of a 
coronavirus vaccine.

Although many people seem eager and optimistic about the new 
vaccines, there is a large group of people who are strongly against them 
for various reasons.  In late November, London’s anti-maskers and 
anti-vaxxers materialised in central London, in contravention of the 
UK’s strict four-week lockdown rules.  With this recent spate of anti-vax 
protests across the country, concerns are growing for the impact of our 
anti-vaxxers on the effectiveness of the vaccine and public health. 
Recently, a study by the Centre for Countering Digital Hate revealed 
that the number of people following anti-vax accounts on social media 
increased this year by 19% to 7.8 million people.  It is clear that the 
public has grown increasingly cautious, with less than half confirming 
that they would take a vaccine for coronavirus. 

From fears of autism to espionage, there are a multitude of reasons 
as to why people are reluctant to get vaccinated.  Opposition to 
vaccinations is not a new phenomenon; the earliest vaccination 
refusals date back to the 1800s with smallpox, when people were 
critical of the idea of injecting themselves with part of the virus itself 
on sanitary, religious and political grounds.  So why, in our modern 
age of increased scientific understanding, do people still refuse to get 
vaccinated?  Common issues include allergies to a vaccine, or being 
on certain medication such as immunosuppressants, which mean you 
are physically unable to receive it.  Additionally, many people believe 
they do not work, for example due to antigenic variation.  Antigenic 
variation describes a virus’ tendency to change and mutate in order to 
survive and evade the immune system, meaning that we must produce 
a new vaccine every year for some viruses, e.g. the flu. 

Moreover, mistrust of pharmaceutical companies and the government 
has become a prime cause in anti-vax movements.  For example, some 
people believe that pharmaceutical companies and scientists are 
primarily motivated by selling the product and making money despite 
the potential side effects.  Others are often wary of the unknown and 
sceptical about what is being used in the vaccine, or simply do not 
understand.  “When people mistrust science, they are less likely to 
vaccinate.  They are also less likely to trust doctors who recommend 
vaccines,” according to ‘Healthline’.

Another significant reason why people are anti-vaccine is because of 
the false belief that vaccines can cause autism.  This belief originated in 
1998 when British physician, Andrew Wakefield, claimed that there was 
a higher incidence of autism among children who had had the triple 

MMR vaccine than those who had had separate vaccinations.  When this 
case series was published, many parents had their children vaccinated 
separately or not at all.  Parents of autistic children admitted that 
the symptoms of autism appeared when the children were roughly 
14 months old – not long after they had been given the vaccine.  
This escalated public concern even more.  However, the study was 
eventually proved false for certain reasons, such as Wakefield’s conflict 
of interest.  He was being paid by the Legal Aid Board to discover 
whether parents whose children had been ‘damaged’ by the MMR had a 
case.  Further studies were carried out, in particular one in Japan which 
included 30,000 children, and no link has been found between the MMR 
vaccine and autism.  It should also be noted that the initial studies were 
quite small compared to later ones.

In addition to this, there have been concerns raised by those who 
take issue with abortion on moral grounds, due to the fact that stem 
cells from aborted fetuses have been used in the development and 
confirmation tests of some vaccines.  This may lead those who disagree 
with abortion to feel that, by being vaccinated, they would be complicit 
in something they view as immoral.  In contrast, some would state that, 
whilst they disagree with the abortions which were involved in the 
vaccine development, their belief that human life is sacred means that 
having a vaccine would now be the right decision. 

In the light of all of these fears and objections, it is important that each 
of us weighs up the facts ourselves, recognising both misinformation 
and different perspectives, and comes to a decision which we feel is 
morally right.  It is also important to remember that vaccination is 
ultimately an individual’s choice, however strongly we may believe that 
it is the right one.

The future is still very uncertain, and there is no promise that these 
vaccines will solve all our problems, making coronavirus disappear.  
Nevertheless, there is hope, and all 
we can do is wait and see.
What are your opinions on 
vaccinations?  Would you have a 
vaccination against coronavirus if 
offered one today?  

Mary Allan, 12 Clarke and
Rachel Anderson, 12 Stewart
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The environmental impact
of coronavirus:
Does the Covid cloud have a silver lining?

Covid-19 has affected our lives in a range of 
ways, from social distancing to travel bans.  But 
the pandemic is also affecting our planet – in 
many ways for the better.  Air pollution levels 
have dropped significantly since measures 
such as quarantines and shutdowns were put 
in place.  Around the world, levels of harmful 
pollutants like NO2 (nitrogen dioxide), CO 
(carbon monoxide), SO2 (sulfur dioxide) have 
plummeted.  But environmental benefits will 
only be temporary unless we implement long-
term measures to cut emissions.  It’s a reminder 
that air pollution, including greenhouse gas 
emissions, is a global threat that can’t be 
forgotten, even in these challenging times.

The reduction in air pollution has even had 
significant health benefits, although this does 
not minimise the devastating impacts of the 
pandemic.  The reduction in air pollution 
caused by the industrial shutdowns is likely 
to have saved between 53,000 to 77,000 lives 
in China alone.  While exposure to outdoor air 
pollution doesn’t damage our health as rapidly 
as infectious diseases might,  it is responsible 
for 4.2 million premature deaths each year 

by increasing the risk of cardiovascular and 
respiratory disease, cancer and adverse birth 
outcomes.

Greenhouse gas emissions show some of the 
most dramatic environmental shifts of the 
pandemic.  By February, China saw a 40% 
reduction in NO2 levels, the equivalent of 
removing 192,000 vehicles from the roads.  
Later in the year, major US cities saw a 30% 
drop, and emissions in some UK cities fell by 
as much as 60%.  These sharp reductions in 
greenhouse gases shouldn’t come as a surprise.   
The trucking industry alone is responsible for 
1.6 billion tons of CO2 emissions every year.  
Transportation accounts for a considerable 
proportion of global output so, as more people 
stayed at home, emissions fell.  Notably, none 
of these figures remained consistently low 
throughout the year.  As lockdowns eased, 
energy consumption and transportation rose 
again, as did the emissions they generated.

A simple way that we can help change as 
individuals is something that we are already 
adjusting to: travelling less.  However, 

according to the International Energy Agency, 
the biggest sources of global emissions are 
power generation, which is heavy transport and 
industry.  Reducing emissions requires a move 
away from fossil fuels to cleaner energies, as well 
as greater energy efficiency.  That takes action 
from governments and industry leaders, not just 
individuals.  Ultimately, we must collectively 
approach our environmental crisis with the 
same urgency as we have the Covid-19 crisis if 
we are to lessen the effects of global warming.

Cameron Verth, 8 Heptinstall
Extra reporting by Ciaran Dixon, 8 Heptinstall 
and Finn McElrue-Inch, 12 McMahon

There has been a great increase 
in animal sightings: 66% for 
bees, wasps, ants and sawflies, 
143% for bats, 13% for deer 
and hoofed animals, 33% for 
squirrels and rodents, 18% for 
hedgehogs, moles and shrews, 
and 97% for butterflies and 
moths.

The virus, and the way it 
began, has highlighted the 
severe consequences of animal 
exploitation, with reports 
suggesting that, without big 
changes to the horrific wild 
animal markets, pandemics 
will emerge more often and kill 
more people.  Mink fur farms 
that extend right across Europe 
and the US are the perfect 
cramped, inhumane conditions 
for the virus to spread.  
Thousands of mink died in the 
US alone of Covid-19.

During the first lockdown, on 24 
May 2020, Britain experienced 
its greenest day ever.  This 
record was surpassed on Easter 
Monday 2021 at lunchtime, 
when power usage was very 
low and 80% of the electricity 
was generated from low-carbon 
sources.  Admittedly, it was a 
remarkably sunny and windy 
day – optimal conditions for 
renewable energy sources like 
solar panels and wind turbines.

Plastic waste has sky-rocketed, 
especially with the importance 
put on PPE.  The World Health 
Organisation estimates that 
89 million masks, 76 million 
examination gloves and 1.6 
million sets of goggles were 
required globally … every 
month.  This PPE is often 
single-use plastic.  What is 
keeping people safe in society 
is also adding to the slow but 
noticeable choking of our planet 
and its ecosystems.
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‘Echo’ of the
future... today

During February half-term, Nimrah Sohail (10 S Oakes) undertook a 
virtual work experience with Align JV to gain an insight into engineering, 
which is something she is really interested in, and to learn more about 
this field of work.  Align JV is a partnership of three international 
infrastructure companies tasked with delivering part of the ambitious 
UK High Speed 2 line (HS2), so it was amazing for her to learn from their 
expertise. 

On the first day, Align assigned us our task: to bid for the construction of 
the Chiltern Tunnel South portal welfare.  Chiltern Tunnel South is a crucial 
part of the HS2 line construction, and the welfare of the workers during 
the project is paramount.  Our project was to design the building that 
would accommodate the workers – around 400 people.  The company also 
provided us with the dimensions and actual coordinates for the plot of 
land on which we were operating. 

The day began at 9.00am and ended at 3.00pm.  It was structured so 
that we could engage in a variety of workshops in addition to our main 
project.  These workshops included how to work in a team, how to present 
effectively and how to write a winning CV.  We met a range of professionals 
from within the industry, with responsibilities including health and safety, 
environmental affairs and sustainability, and we had the chance to quiz 
them on issues related to our project.
 
During the week we also met an apprentice who gave us an insight 
into what it is like working at Align.  She said that sixth form and 
further study had not appealed to her, so she had left school and 
pursued an apprenticeship instead.  She told us that, despite being the 
youngest person on site, she was well supported and was enjoying her 
apprenticeship, and already she was working and earning at the age of 16!

As well as the daily workshops, we were given one to two hours of 
individual study blocks, where we could go on a smaller conference 
call with our teams and work on the project.  In our first team meeting 
I decided to step up and take on the role of project manager!  I needed 
to assign each person a role, and there were numerous roles: architect, 
external building designer, interior designer, internal refurbisher, finance 
and budget manager, researcher (looking at what was already on the 
market and investigating sustainable materials), presentation creator, 
health and safety manager and social impact manager, who looked at the 
future of the offices and what would happen once Align had finished using 
them. 

First, we decided on the team name ‘Echo’ because we wanted to act like 
an echo: by listening to our client’s needs, and responding to them.  Our 
name also represented one of our core values, ‘eco’ –  the importance of 
the environment and creating a sustainable design.  For the rest of the 
week, we researched for our task and designed the building (including the 
interior) and created a presentation outlining our proposals.  Lee was our 

architect who designed the building, which he named ‘Artifax’ – measuring 
in at 9,945 square feet.

For the interior, we decided that all of our furniture would be premium 
quality, because we wanted the employees to feel as comfortable as 
possible, resulting in increased productivity.  Moreover, since one of our 
core values was client satisfaction, we conducted some market research 
to gain an insight into employees’ preferred working environment.  We 
created a Google form, which we sent out to various people working 
at Align to see specific user preferences.  Interestingly, 100% of our 
respondents said that they would prefer an open-plan working space as 
opposed to private offices, so we incorporated this into our final design.  
We decided that our interior design would also include three meeting 
rooms, two boardrooms, a reception, changing facilities, a breakout area 
and a canteen.

Unfortunately, since it appears that coronavirus may be with us long-term, 
we thought that it was important that our buildings were Covid-secure.  
This is why we created one-way-flow corridors to enable social distancing, 
to limit crossovers at doorways and to reduce face-to-face contact.  We 
utilised as much space as we could for windows to enable constant 
ventilation and to limit the spread of bacteria, and we would install 
automatic doors and contactless taps, soaps and toilet flush buttons. 

Looking forward into the eyes of the community of our building, we would 
like to reopen the garden and canteen to the public.  This would create 
a new, recycled up-use of the building and become a way of giving back 
to the community.  This reopened building would be run by charities, 
allowing all purchases to benefit good causes and to fund the upkeep of 
the garden, where people in the community could come to relax and enjoy 
nature.  Office space could be rented out to local businesses, which would 
also benefit the community.

Our aim was to construct the welfare building within six months so that 
it could be utilised as soon as possible.  Our overall proposal cost for the 
building was £6,344,424 ¬–  a high price, but these projects involve big 
money!  This cost included constructing the building, investing in high-
quality, sustainable materials, installing solar panels and a moss garden 
on the roof, creating the garden and decorating and equipping the interior.  
Our profit was decided by taking 20% of the total cost to build 
the welfare building, so we would make a profit of £1,268,884. 

Finally, on the last day, we presented our completed 
presentation to the judges.  It was the fruit of a hard but 
very enjoyable week’s work.  I learned so much, had 
so much fun and bonded really well with my group.  I 
would definitely recommend this to other people, and 
I hope I get the chance to do another work experience 
like this in the future.

© HS2 Ltd. 
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Home-learning: business as usual, 
or business as unusual?
After much speculation – some anxious and some admittedly rather 
excited at the prospect of what appeared to be a lengthy summer 
holiday – it was announced on 18 March 2020 that “all schools, colleges 
and early years settings” would close, except for vulnerable students 
and the children of key workers. 

Almost immediately, ‘itslearning’ surged in popularity, to the point of 
crashing in the first few weeks, while Office 365 became a staple for 
many families. 

Then, after a short-lived return to school for the autumn term, 2021 
dawned with a second wave of school closures, and the attendant 
home-learning.  But by this time, we had the benefit of experience, 
Zoom, laptops, and a timetable.

For some, the concept of ‘home-learning’ seemed initially appealing.  
Those blessed with unlimited access to space, electronics and family 
revelled at the idea of educational prosperity; learning would no longer 
be a struggle, but a hobby that could be committed to with home-
comforts aplenty.  Those who once used public transport or walked for 
their daily commute to school no longer had to worry about skipping 
breakfast, or running for the bus, only for it to drive away! 

With the number of 18-24-year-olds claiming out-of-work benefits 
having increased by about 300,000 since 2019, it seems inevitable that 
competition for jobs will increase.  A perfect opportunity, it might seem, 
to develop hobbies and learn new skills that might better equip us for 
future employment.

Surely, with these seemingly optimal conditions, our development will 
have skyrocketed and we will have become the most fulfilled scholars 
and successful exam candidates?

The fact is, for the majority of the student population, home-
learning has been a huge challenge; the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) reported that 52% of students in Britain have struggled, and 
the National Foundation for Educational Research reported that 
approximately one third of students are “not engaging with set work”.  
After all, we are in the middle of a deadly pandemic.  No matter 
how hard we try, its lethal grasp cannot be escaped; many will have 
experienced death, illness, and uncertainty like never before.

And even if we haven’t experienced any of the above yet, it is still 
very likely that most – if not all – of us have struggled with increasing 
tensions at home or even just a lack of motivation, which the ONS 
reported as the reason that 75% of the students who reportedly 
struggled were not engaging with work.  For example, one Year 11 
student described home-learning as being “mentally draining” as she 
feels “it is a hard task trying to wake up and motivate ourselves in the 
current situation” – a stark fact that I’m sure both students and staff 
can relate to.  This is not surprising, given that home is supposed to be 
a safe haven – not a stress hub, raw with the pressures of deadlines.  
Prior to the pandemic, the majority of us tried to do our homework 
at school in the mornings, after school, or in a study slot at home.  In 
those days, we were motivated by the active learning that blossoms in 
the classroom and we were able to consolidate the knowledge in short 
homework assignments.

Now, however, we, as students, are responsible for our own learning 
– that is the equivalent of us understanding countless topics across a 
range of subjects.  Let me remind you that this all has had to happen 

at home – a stark difference from the purposeful learning environment 
of school.  At home, ‘classwork’ and ‘homework’ blend into one … and 
where do we draw the line between rest and work? 

To this, many will argue that it is the perfect opportunity for us to 
develop our academic resilience, but in reality, not everyone has a 
designated study room or a bedroom to call their own where they can 
process the assignments that glare at them from the screens.  In the 
first period of home learning, not everyone had a way even to access 
their work. 

And for some students, most of their time may be occupied with other 
responsibilities, such as assisting their families, carers, or parents with 
household chores or looking after and entertaining younger siblings. 
It is for this reason that we simply cannot talk about resilience and 
home-learning success when everyone is living different lives.  As one 
student said, there is a “biased generalisation that students are able 
to achieve a similar or even higher work rate in the comfort of their 
houses”.  Yes, you might initially call one student resilient for submitting 
their work punctually and to a high standard and call another student 
lazy for failing to submit their work consistently.  But under the surface 
of those spreadsheets and statistics, those students are not on a ‘level 
playing field’.  We are not at school, where every member of the College 
community is freed of any responsibilities and allowed to study in a 
relatively equal, quiet, and knowledge-rich learning environment.

This seemed to be a common barrier to home learning, with several 
students commenting on the fact that they “have not been able to 
retain as much knowledge during online school as when we were at 
school” and that it can be quite difficult, because “if we don’t quite 
understand something, we are not able to ask a teacher to explain it in 
person”.

As if this is not enough, there is the added layer of technical issues, with 
recurring problems such as temperamental internet connections and 
crashing websites further amplifying the stresses of home-learning, yet 
again preventing students from engaging properly.  For example, one 
student complained about the volatile nature of the internet that had 
“made home-learning irritating”.

Therefore, as we all try to fight through this pandemic, we all should 
remember our shared humanity.  We should work together by being 
more empathetic and understanding, by using our compassion to lend 
a helping hand to all – staff, students, and parents alike – who have 
endured struggles big and small throughout these last two years.

Yes, we need education, for the benefit of ourselves, our community 
and our world.  Yes, assessments and exams are continuing, albeit in 
different forms.  But we never know when a period of self-isolation 
might be imposed on us, or whether another lockdown is round 
the corner.  And if we want home-learning to be effective, and not 
completed at the price of the wellbeing of students, staff, and parents, 
we must all work together to embrace a realistic, inclusive 
approach that acknowledges our reduced work rate and 
performance at home and the challenges that many 
of us face.

Because it’s clear that, while the pandemic persists, it 
is not business as usual.

Asmawati Hamad, 11 Ingham
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The Hilarious World of Drama over Zoom
‘Online learning’ – the very name strikes 
terror into our hearts, bringing flashbacks of 
crashed itslearning pages, faulty Zoom links 
and the dread of being asked to ‘unmute’.  For 
the Drama students, however, this ‘unmuting’ 
was not even an option.  The Wells-enforced 
regulation of “cameras on” and “mics at the 
ready” made for an engaging and comical 
lesson, where performance battled furiously 
against technology. 

Whilst we certainly put up a good fight, 
when attempting ‘Greek Choral Speaking’, 
our surrender was given.  Not surprisingly, 
speaking in unison is near impossible via 
Zoom, and instead, an ‘artistic’ echoing effect 
is created.  Natalie Ho, who (along with Sophia 
Beadle) was potentially our greatest victim of 
technology, states how she was “creased” at 
how slow her Zoom was, and that she would 
unfailingly “finish five seconds behind everyone 
else!”

The lower school joined the Sixth Form in 
this mayhem.  On a Thursday afternoon, after 
hearing noises indistinguishable from a herd 
of wild cattle, I decided to investigate.  I was 
confounded by the image of Sophie Dawes 
raucously jumping on a bed, impersonating 
a small scouse boy – unsurprisingly at the 
request of Ms Wells!  My sources recount that 
she was “getting into character”.

According to Ms Wells, the Year 13s took ‘work 
from home’ a step further.  The comfort of 
lockdown made period 1 Drama lessons a 
challenge for many students, who had to be 
jolted awake with calls from early-bird Holly 
Farrell.  A competitive tally chart system arose: 
one tally per wake-up call to a parent.  Despite 
all odds, Sam Byrne claimed an undeniable 
victory. 

I, myself, was not exempt from these moments 
of hilarity.  Heavy persuasion from Mrs Taylor 

encouraged our class to don period dress for an 
‘at-home’-filmed monologue from a Victorian 
play.  However, while fully clad in floor-length 
ballgown and clutching a parasol, the doorbell 
rang, giving me the unfortunate opportunity of 
forever scarring the local postman. 

Despite the cringe-worthy moments, it was a 
real blessing for all of us to have such a jam-
packed lesson, amid the dreariness of isolation.  
Hannah Waterfield recalls how, 
“whether it was random freezing 
mid-scene, invasions of dogs, or a 
sneaky attempt to scoff a late 
breakfast, we won’t forget the 
weird and wonderful ways we 
managed Drama via Zoom!” 

Emma Dawes, 12 Stewart

ABRSM Grade 7 piano exam during Covid
It was a cold, wintry December day, and I had to take the morning off 
school and make my way into Newcastle.  I had taken all my other 
music exams in College; now I realised how much less stressful and 
more comfortable it was to play the College piano for the exam!
I was rather nervous I would forget to bring something important, 
anxious about being on time, and worried I might not be able to find 
the Lit and Phil in town; after all, since the beginning of lockdown in 
March, I had not been near the city centre.

I knew I was well prepared; I had been practising for an hour every day.  
Masked and sanitised, I entered the building; signs of social distancing 
were everywhere – barriers, signs, empty chairs – it was a forbidding 
atmosphere!

Old sash windows were forced open, and blinds rattled.  I entered 
the draughty exam room, and I was immediately deafened by the 
cacophony of hammers and drills, noticeable in their discordance.  
The examiner apologised about the construction percussion directly 
outside the open windows!  Through the din, I managed to lip-read the 
requests of the examiner, and waded through the exam.

It was an unnerving experience which brought home 
the reality of how the Covid pandemic has affected 
our lives.  But when I got my pleasing Grade 7 result 
a week later (127 marks – a high ‘Merit’), I was 
delighted I had persevered!

William Bourn, 12 McMahon
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Spotlight on … Creative Arts alumni
Covid has hit the arts industry hard, but our former students are proving that that show must go on!  We caught up with them to 
find out where they are now, what they’re up to, and how they’ve been impacted by the pandemic …

Rebecca Charlton
Royal Central School of Speech and 
Drama – Contemporary Performance 
Practice: Drama, Applied Theatre and 
Education. 
Rebecca specialises in devised work 
and facilitation, and working alongside 
those with lived experience, specifically 
in the fields of mental health and those 
with medical disabilities.  Rebecca has 
performed professionally with Shybairn 
Theatre Company, in their two-woman 
production of ‘TalkPropa’ at Camden People’s Theatre and the 
Vault Festival, London. 

Rebecca has enjoyed a professional placement term with Playing 
ON Theatre Company and has assistant-directed an experiential 
creative short film entitled ‘Urban Tribe’ alongside mental health 
professionals in collaboration with East London Foundation Trust.  
She has since been hired by Playing ON as Projects and Marketing 
Assistant.  During the pandemic, she has also been teaching 5- to 
14-year-old children via Zoom in preparation for their LAMDA 
exams and feels like she’s really come full circle: five years ago, 
she was working towards her Grade 8 LAMDA exams at Emmanuel, 
and now she is preparing her students for their exams.  In 2021, 
Rebecca is continuing to work at Playing ON and will begin a 
Master’s in Directing in 2022. 

Jonathan Iceton  
BA in Music at Cambridge, currently 
doing an MA in Acting at Mountview 
Drama school 
After finishing my A levels, I went 
to study Music at the University of 
Cambridge, with academic highlights 
including gong lessons, supervisions 
in Westminster Abbey, and writing a 
dissertation on video-game music.  
However, the main reason that I 
wanted to go to Cambridge was for 
its illustrious theatre scene.  Over my 
three years, I was involved in 43 productions, from cabaret bar 
nights to Shakespeare to the Edinburgh Fringe – even once playing 
Troy Bolton in High School Musical!

My plan was always to work as an actor, so I directed several 
productions and ran the Brickhouse Theatre Company for a year.  
On top of that, I sang with my college chapel choir, including a tour 
to Barcelona, and also with the Fitzwilliam Barbershop group.  One 
of my most surreal memories is finishing the matinée performance 
of The Tempest, cycling as fast as I could to the Corpus Playroom 
to make the call-time for Education Education Education, before 
donning my Barbershop waistcoat to go and sing at various May 
Balls until the crack of dawn!

Following Cambridge, I auditioned for MA Acting courses, and I 
was overjoyed to get my first choice of Mountview.  As part of my 
Master’s Creative Project, I’m working on a one-man show about 
being a Geordie living in the South, featuring some of my own 
music.

Emma Anderson
Occupational Therapist Technical 
instructor 
Drama and healthcare didn’t seem 
intrinsically linked to me when I started 
my job as an Occupational Therapy 
Technical Instructor; however, the 
past few years have made it clear that 
drama supports everything I do. 

The ability to have very tough 
conversations, to hold someone’s 
hand and be a shoulder to cry on, to communicate with someone 
in their way, using what they love and care about to be a bridge 
between us: that’s what it’s all about.  In the same vein, it’s been 
the ability to be completely silly, to become a pirate, a princess 
and anything else in between, all the while completing a therapy 
intervention. 

Working through Covid in the RVI has been unbelievably tough.  
When every day seemed bleaker than the last, you cannot imagine 
the impact of a good showtune, some jazz hands and a smile.  Not 
only has drama allowed me to be the best version of myself in 
work, it’s now just a part of who I am – a part I love very much! 

Nathan Lawson
Leeds Conservatoire
You may remember 
me as the guitarist 
in the Jazz Band, the 
soloist at Performing 
Arts Competitions or 
from any of the Music 
Concerts, Carol Services 
or Presentation Evenings.  
If Emmanuel needed a 
guitarist – I was it.  I’m on 
my way to completing my first year at Leeds Conservatoire which 
has been challenging but very exciting.  This year I have been 
working on my transcription skills and learning from inspiring 
guitarists such as Johnny Smith and Peter Bernstein.  For my 
recital band I have been composing tunes and have performed in a 
lunchtime concert. 

In my second year I will be partaking in courses on arranging and 
orchestration as I am greatly inspired by orchestral arrangers such 
as Henry Mancini and Gordon Jenkins.  I will also be learning about 
how to deliver 1:1 music lessons effectively, which will hopefully 
aid my career choice of teaching music.  You never know – one day 
I might be teaching you Jazz Guitar!

18  |   The et



Mollie and Conor Kerrigan 
Mollie and Conor Kerrigan, this twin sister and brother duo, took part in many of our College productions.  They worked alongside 
Ms Wells and were integral in the development of the standard of dance in our shows, especially West Side Story, where they worked 
as choreographers in this challenging musical.  Mollie took A level Drama and went on to study Drama at university and Conor, while 
studying at Dance City, also performed in our shows.
Since leaving Emmanuel in 2015, Mollie 
and a selection of Emmanuel A level 
Drama students devised the play ‘We 
Were So Beautiful’, with successful run 
at Northern Stage.  Mollie then went 
to study Theatre and Performance 
at the University of Leeds, where she 
performed roles such as Meip Guis in The 
Diary of Anne Frank, Lord in As You Like 
It and Sally in Ink Boy.  She also devised 
an immersive graduate piece about the 
intricacies and philosophies of human 
cloning called ‘Article 11’.  This piece had 
a very successful sold-out run at Stage@
Leeds. 

After graduating in 2019, Mollie relocated to Sheffield and was 
involved in a music video called ‘Life After Death’ in Glasgow.  In 
addition, she performed the role of Hester Worsley in Oscar Wilde’s A 
Woman of No Importance in Sheffield. 

As we all know, 2020 was a dreadful year for the arts; however, 
Mollie was still able to perform 
as Madame de Tourvel in Les 
Liaisons Dangereuses just before 
lockdown came into full force.  
Now Mollie is moving to London 
and has just completed a short 
film.  She is involved in online 
play adaptations, and she is 
lined up to play Viola in Twelfth 
Night, Helena in Uncle Vanya 
and Mary in Rutherford and 
Sons.

After leaving Emmanuel, Conor Kerrigan 
completed a BTEC in Dance at Dance 
City.  From 2015-2018, Conor studied 
Contemporary Dance at the leading 
London school, The Place.  After 
graduating with a first-class degree, 
Conor was chosen from thousands of 
applicants from all around the world 
to join Rambert Ballet’s newly-founded 
sister company, Rambert 2, to complete 
a Master’s degree alongside working in a 
professional dance company. 

Throughout his time there, Conor 
performed on stages all over the world, from Germany to Australia, 
with pieces such as ‘Killer Pig’, ‘E2 7SD’ and ‘Grey Matter’, all 
receiving rave reviews in the Guardian and the Daily Telegraph.  After 
he graduated from the programme in 2019, he was asked to stay 
on with Rambert’s main company and become a resident dancer, 
and he has since toured the world with Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui and 
Leo Warner’s Invisible Cities, which was part of the MIF (Manchester 
International Festival).

Beth Lally 
BA: Drama: Education and 
Community
I left Emmanuel College in 2019, 
having played several lead roles in 
productions, including Shahrazad in 
Arabian Nights and Madame Thénardier 
In Les Misérables. 
I went on to York St John University 
to study Drama: Education and 
Community.  The course is designed to 
equip students to transform lives in the 
community, using theatre as the main tool.  My first year involved 
many performances, both at YSJ and in the city of York, including 
performing at the iconic York Minster at Christmas. 

I am currently finishing my second year, in which a highlight has 
been taking part in the prestigious Prison Partnership Project, 
collaborating with women within the criminal justice system to 
use theatre as a therapeutic tool to assist rehabilitation.  After 
completing my degree, I hope either to study a Master’s degree in 
Drama Therapy, or complete an apprenticeship with the NHS.

Callie Barker (was Callie Ferguson) 
Primary School Teacher 
Having left Emmanuel six years ago, 
I still treasure the great memories 
of studying Drama, and taking part 
in plays and productions.  As I now 
work as a primary school teacher, I 
use my ‘theatrical’ skills every day 
when standing in front of a group 
of children, keeping them engaged 
(and entertained!) for long periods of 
time.  In school, I love spending time 
exploring fictional writing through 
drama-based activities, which the 
kids thoroughly enjoy.  I have used my 
experience in musical theatre to run a 
school choir and, when Covid allows, I will be the first to volunteer 
to organise the school play!
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Kara Ferguson
Illustration Designer at Alexander 
McQueen 
After leaving Emmanuel, I chose a 
Foundation Diploma at Newcastle 
College, specialising in textile design.  
Then, I went on to study Printed 
Textiles at Leeds Arts University, 
where I focused on hand-drawn and 
painted illustrations for interiors and 
fashion. 

After graduating in 2019, I was 
offered a job as a Trainee Illustration Designer for the embroidery 
department at Alexander McQueen in London, and I have been in 
this position ever since.  I work with a senior designer to draw and 
paint the embroidery artworks that are used for runway shows and 
commercial pieces, as well as digital designing, researching for 
collections and even organising a community art workshop.  I have 
had some really exciting opportunities, such as working at Paris 
Fashion Week and seeing my illustrations on actual garments!

Kate Murphy
Self-employed Illustrator
I have my own small business, ‘Kate 
Murphy Illustrations’, where I mainly 
use biro pen to complete pet portraits 
and other media drawings.  After 
Emmanuel College, I completed 
a foundation diploma course at 
Newcastle College, which gave me 
experience in photography, textiles, 
fashion, pottery and fine art.  Then I 
studied Fashion Design and Marketing 
at Northumbria University. 

In my final years of university, I specialised in print design, 
combining artistic flair with a detailed knowledge of textiles.  I 
designed and produced a final collection of two complete looks 
and accessories, which were featured at London graduate fashion 
week, alongside great designers.  I graduated in summer 2019 and 
was awarded ‘Best in Subject’. 

When Covid-19 hit, I returned to drawing and began being creative 
again.  I seized the opportunity to turn my passion for drawing 
into a small business, which I hope to expand from commission-
based drawings to textiles and print design, that will incorporate 
my interest in fashion by transforming my detailed drawings into 
beautiful prints for garments, stationery and homeware. 

Alongside my illustrations, I am interested in becoming a mental-
health practitioner and developing into an art therapist.  I have 
learned not to get caught up in society’s pressures and compare 
myself to others, but to pursue what’s best for myself: do that and 
you’ll end up following your own path.

Emily Wilkinson
Interaction Designer 
Art was always my favourite subject.  
When I left school in 2014, I went to 
Newcastle College to do a foundation 
diploma in Art and Design, 
specialising in Graphic Design.  After 
the one-year course, many of my 
friends went on to study a further 
Graphic Design course, but that 
wasn’t for me (a bit of advice: don’t 
do a course just because your friends 
are).  At that time, a family friend who 
was successful in web design told me it was the “up and coming 
thing”.  I’m so glad he did, because it led me to study Interaction 
Design at Northumbria University, and I loved every minute of 
it!  As part of the course I studied app design, web design and 
development, games design, the importance of user research.

This is how I ended up in the role I’m in now: working for DWP 
Digital as an Interaction Designer.  I work closely with real users of 
government services to understand what they need from a service.  
I then use this to design user-friendly web services, which are used 
by millions of people!

Maximus Stephens 
BA: Music Performance
I left Emmanuel College in 2019 and am now in my second year 
studying Music Performance (BA) at York St John University.  The 
course is primarily based around musical ensembles; in my first 
year, I was in as many as 15 different ensembles in one week!  Some 
major highlights of my first year included performing at the famous 
York Minster and participating in a climate-change ensemble, which 
was part of the ‘Late Night’ concert series, to be performed at the 
Edinburgh Fringe festival. 

This year I have expanded my musical grounding in film and video-
game composition, assessed by the film composer Ben Burrows.  I am 
currently scoring for two different short films which will premier later 
this year in York. 

My fluency in alto saxophone has developed greatly.  Since joining, I have had weekly one-to-one 
lessons with the renowned saxophonist Ben Lowman.  I am now forming my own professional trio 
to perform in and around York, as well as being the principle saxophonist in a York-based street band.

Rebecca Iceton 
BA: Acting
At Emmanuel, I took GCSE and A level Drama and had the honour 
of playing Eponine in Les Misérables.  After leaving, I went straight 
into drama school at ALRA North (The Academy of Live and 
Recorded Arts).  Following my Foundation Course, I am now a first-
year undergraduate on the Acting BA.

I have enjoyed immersing myself in acting full-time, working on 
the voice, physical performance, and acting technique.  Each 
year, drama schools stage an end-of-year production to allow 
actors to fully challenge themselves in applying all the skills they 

have learned.  I’m about to do 
a performance of The Lie by 
Florian Zeller.  I also did my first 
professional theatre performance 
over the summer, starring as 
Anne Page and Pistol in the 
Shakespeare play The Merry 
Wives of Windsor, performed in 
Sunderland. 
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Daniel Thirlaway 
Drama Studio, London: Acting 
Daniel left Emmanuel College in 2020, having 
taken on key roles in College productions – 
Thénardier in Les Misérables, and Creon in the 
Greek tragedy Antigone.

Since starting Drama Studio London, I’ve 
experienced a whole new world of acting and 
theatre.  From learning anatomically about 
the voice and mastering many exercises to 
keep it in shape, to microphone technique, 
and dance and stage combat, the training is 
not only broad in scope but in-depth when it comes to the specifics. 

Due to the pandemic, we were forced to adopt fresh ways of learning.  
When lockdown was lifted, we found renewed excitement in performing 
our monologues, duologues and four dance routines: we had been 
itching to put our theory into practice!

It has been a great experience surrounding myself with so many talented 
young actors from different backgrounds.  If there’s one key takeaway 
from Drama Studio so far, it is that there is no ‘right’ way to act: it is a 
constant process that you must form for yourself through being exposed 
to a variety of ideas and techniques.

Ellen Weaver
Leeds Conservatoire
Having left Emmanuel in 2019, I 
am now at the end of my second 
year at Leeds Conservatoire, 
studying Classical violin with Jazz 
vocals.  I love studying and playing 
music every day, and I have never 
been so busy!  A typical week 
consists of Chamber Orchestra 
rehearsals, studio recording, string 
masterclasses and jazz band (and 
that’s without my lectures!).  We’re 
expected to practise roughly three 
to four hours a day on top of that.

In the past two years, I’ve had the opportunity to record 
string and vocal parts for other students’ work which have 
been released on Spotify.  I was lucky enough to lead the 
conservatoire’s chamber orchestra in a recent concert which 
featured Lourenco Sampaio from Opera North as our guest 
soloist.  Currently, I am co-manager of the student-run 
orchestra, which has been a difficult task during lockdown!  
I couldn’t recommend studying Music enough to anyone; 
it is the best decision I have ever made and every day is 
completely different.

Maddi takes on the nation
in the Junior Bake Off
Have you ever wondered what it 
would be like to be on the Junior 
Bake Off?  Well, I've managed 
to interview one of last year’s 
contestants, Maddi Anderson (Year 
10), who made it all the way to 
Finals Week!

The Junior Bake Off is similar to 
the Great British Bake Off, but for 
people under the age of 18.  In 
this year’s series, eight bakers 
competed in each heat to reach 
the finals and ultimately win the 
show.  Every round consisted of 
a technical section, where each 
of the contestants worked with a 
recipe they had never seen before, 
and an elaborate showstopper 
which they had prepared in 
advance.

Maddi has been baking ever since 
she was little, and had wanted to 
sign up for a while.  When the show 
moved to Channel 4, she finally 
decided that she had got her 
baking skills to a level with which 
she was satisfied.  After applying 
by following a link on Instagram, 
Maddi took part in numerous 
Zoom meetings and auditions 
before being told that she had a 
place in the Junior Bake Off! 

Although the competition was 
harder to run due to Covid, it 
still proved to be a wonderful 
opportunity – and it was certainly 
not without its dramatic moments!  
Once, when she was taking things 
out of the oven, Maddi forgot 
to put on her oven gloves, and 
grabbed the hot tray with her 

bare hands.  After this, she had to 
have an ice pack near her for the 
duration of the episodes, which 
was never explained on the show.  
She still has a scar as a reminder! 

Another time, when she was 
trying to make brownie stacks, 
Maddi forgot to put the milk in, 
so it simply would not set.  She 
felt that everything was going 
wrong that day because she had to 
restart everything, so she was both 
surprised and proud when she won 
Star Baker that same episode! 

From this experience, Maddi has 
learned that it is important to 
focus on positives instead of only 
remembering the negatives, and 
to help others when possible, 
because you never know when 
you might need a bit of help 
yourself.  This has made her 
resilient and will impact upon how 
she approaches challenges in the 
future. The atmosphere in the tent 
was brilliant and she really got 
on with the judges and her fellow 
competitors better than she had 
expected.

The cooks at Emmanuel will be 
happy to hear that Maddi loves 
the chocolate cookies on offer at 

lunch.  Apparently, she even brings 
some home with her, and wonders 
if there is a secret recipe behind 
them.  She’s probably planning 
to get to a lab and do some 
experiments to find out what’s in 
them, in an attempt to recreate 
them for herself … 

If anyone else is interested in 
baking, Maddi advises putting 
yourself out there as she did.  
And, in case you were wondering, 
Maddi is planning on setting up her 
own bakery in the future, selling 
her creations.  Before any of that 
however, she is planning 
on joining the Great 
British Bake Off 
as soon as she 
becomes 18.  
Let’s hope she 
wins!

Ksenia Macuta, 
7 Garcia
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Ever since I could run, I have loved 
football.  My dad took me to my 
first game at St James’ Park when 
I was five years old, and by then, 
I had definitely caught the bug!  I 
started playing more seriously 
when I signed for Newcastle United 
Academy at nine years old, and 
I had the ambition to go all the 
way and make it as a professional 
footballer.  I think at that age you 
don’t realise how tough it actually 
is to do that.  Out of all the boys 
I played with in my seven years 
at Newcastle Academy, only one 
has played for Newcastle: Sean 
Longstaff.

I was released when I was 15 
years old, and decided I would 
prefer to play in a team made up 
of my friends, even if it was less 
competitive.  I had to focus on my 
education at Emmanuel, with the 
eventual ambition of studying 
at university in the UK.  Then, 
after two years, I had the desire 
to play at a higher level again: 
the enjoyment had started to 
come back.  So, I joined the youth 
team of semi-professional club 
Newcastle Benfield.  I have always 
been very competitive, sometimes 

too competitive (just ask the PE 
staff!).  However, I had started to 
enjoy the football environment 
that I was in, and a string of good 
performances led to me being 
called up to the first team when I 
was 17.  This was the beginning of 
a crazy journey that would lead to 
playing a cup final in the greatest 
stadium of all. 

Nevertheless, I realised I had to 
strike a balance between football 
and education.  I was still going to 
put everything into the sport I love 
and try to get to the highest level 
possible, but I understood that 
letting my education suffer might 
close the doors on some fantastic 
opportunities.  I submitted 
my UCAS form and received 
offers from both Newcastle and 
Durham universities, Durham 
being my first choice.  I had 
the vision of continuing to play 
semi-professional football in the 
North-East while studying for my 
degree in Economics.  This was 
an opportunity I did not want to 
miss, and I had to work extremely 
hard to get the grades I needed 
for Durham.  Thankfully, after 
two years of grinding through 

my A levels, I achieved the 
grades required.  That sense of 
achievement when I opened those 
results was one of the best feelings 
I’ve ever had!

For the next three years, I 
continued playing football semi-
professionally, while also relishing 
the university experience.  I found 
that I could easily strike a balance 
between working towards my 
degree and remaining dedicated to 
my football team.  I even managed 
to find time to play for the 
University football team in all three 
years, which was a brilliant way to 
meet new people who had similar 
interests.  During the second and 
third year, I was selected to play 
in the England University Football 
Team, a team comprised of the 
best players from universities 
right across the country.  This 
was a huge honour, and I was 
lucky enough to be a part of the 
team that won the Home Nations 
tournament in 2019.  

Football tends to be a very 
cut-throat environment, but at 
university the social aspect of the 
sport was almost as important as 
the results.  I had decided early in 
my final year that I would like to 
complete a Master’s in the US, after 
my coach explained that I had a 
realistic chance of being awarded 
a full football scholarship.  This 
was another fantastic opportunity 

where I could strike a balance 
between education and football.  I 
went through the recruitment and 
application process and received 
offers from several colleges.  The 
coach from Nova Southeastern 
University gave me a call and 
told me that they were going to 
offer me a full scholarship and a 
place on their MBA programme.  
The college is based in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, 20 minutes 
from Miami … it’s safe to say I 
was over the moon!  I was hugely 
grateful for this opportunity and 
I have enjoyed every minute of it.  
It’s an experience that I couldn’t 
recommend more to both men 
and women looking to start an 
undergraduate or graduate degree.  
I have met some fantastic people 
and lived in a beautiful part of 
the world that I might otherwise 
never have visited.  It’s a shame 
that most people simply don’t 
hear about this possibility; I was 
fortunate that my older brother 
did his undergraduate degree in 
West Virginia.  He pushed for me to 
apply; I now understand why!

However, in March 2020, the 
realisation that a global pandemic 
was on the horizon meant I had 
to put my time in the US on hold 
and return to the UK.  But in every 
cloud, there’s a silver lining: this 
was the start of a sequence of 
events that led me to the greatest 
game of my life.  The manager of 

A dream come true:
playing the cup final
at Wembley Stadium

© John Walton

Matthew Cornish (alumnus 2016) explains how he’s balanced his 
academic work with his love for football, and how he’s played all over – 
from Florida … to the hallowed turf of Wembley!
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From EC student to Deputy Mayoress of Gateshead in five years!
Five years ago (although it still feels like yesterday) I was reading out the 
sports announcements in Monday morning assemblies with Mr Winch and 
Mr Waterfield, so it feels quite bizarre writing this as an alumna. 

Graduating with a First-Class Honours degree from a Russell Group 
university was a proud moment for me.  But that doesn’t compare to the 
pride I feel now being able to serve Gateshead in the way that I am. 
Most teachers who taught me here at Emmanuel would regularly (and 
reluctantly!) humour my political rants, and I am immensely grateful to 
them for it.  After leaving Emmanuel, I quickly came to realise that Oxford 
and Durham weren’t for me, and I took a step back from studies to enjoy 
a gap year.  That quickly turned into a year of post-surgery recovery, but 
in this time, I started a business that is thriving today and my passion 
and political activism really began to take off.  Coming from Emmanuel, 
I know that you are always pushed to achieve your full potential, and 
to believe in yourself so that you can achieve far more than you ever 
thought possible.  So when I became active in politics, I quickly realised 
that I needed to give more than campaign efforts and discussion; I 
needed to be able to give tangible, immediate and real change to our 
local communities and residents.  So when I was 20, I stood for internal 
selection to be the Labour Party candidate in the High Fell ward and was 
honoured to be selected in a pool of some fantastic and very experienced 
candidates.  I was elected as councillor in 2019, at the age of 21, and I 
have worked hard for residents since. 

In May of this year, I was delighted to become the Deputy Mayoress of 
Gateshead, alongside my fiancé and now Deputy Mayor of Gateshead, 
Councillor Robert Waugh.  

Empowering young people is at the core of my politics and is central to 
everything I try to achieve.  I want to show young people that you really 
can become anything you want to become, and so being able to serve in 
this role at this age is a true and genuine honour. 

Sometimes as young people, we can be disheartened at our exam results 
– we can feel that our dreams are just a tad out of reach or that we have 
to wait until societal norms dictate that it is the right time.  I want every 

young person to know 
that their dreams are not 
out of reach.  No matter 
what that piece of paper 
on Results Day says, 
there really is always 
another way to get to 
where we want to be.  
When I backtracked (for 
a third time, which you 
can do, by the way!) and 
decided that I did in fact 
want to pursue a career 
in Law, I realised that 
instead of qualifying at 
23 like I could have done, 
I would have to wait until 
I was about 27 years old 
and was undecided. But 
someone said to me at 
the time “well, in five 
years’ time, you’re going 
to be 27 anyway, so why 
not be 27 doing something you love instead of being 27 doing something 
that isn’t your passion?” 

Running a number of businesses in the events industry and in the 
education sector and being so actively involved in politics (with my post-
grad graduation around the corner), I have absolutely no idea what the 
future holds for me – and that’s okay. 

In the meantime, I will thoroughly enjoy serving as your Deputy Mayoress 
and hope to come across some of you while in the role.

Jennifer Reay, alumna 2016

my team (Consett AFC) had phoned 
me before I left for the States and 
asked me to come and play while I 
was home.  He explained that they 
had the semi-final of the FA Vase 
coming up, and he would like me to 
be in the squad.  Now I was home, 
this was my chance to play!  The 
game was tied at 0-0 when I came 
on in the 60th minute.  It was very 
edgy: neither team wanted to lose, 
as the winner would receive the 
ultimate prize of playing the final 
at Wembley Stadium!  It took extra 
time for the deadlock to be broken; 
I received the ball on the left-hand 
side and drove down the line and, 
just before the ball went out of 
play, I managed to cut it back.  To 
everyone’s delight, there was a 
Consett player arriving to smash 
it home.  It was the 115th minute 
of the game – we were going to 
Wembley!

The date was set: 3 May 2021.  It’s 
very difficult to describe what it 
means to be given this opportunity.  
As a person who has always been 
passionate about the game, this 

was the pinnacle.  It is the biggest 
game that any amateur footballer 
could wish to play in.  I could not 
believe that our team was about 
to walk out of the same dressing 
room, the same tunnel, that the 
best footballers in the world have 
exited.  The day itself was exactly 
how I’d imagined, yet it was still 
extremely difficult to take it all 
in.  It must have been hilarious 
watching the team react to the TV 
cameras recording us as we walked 
off the bus and into the dressing 
room, something the pros do so 
seamlessly!  All of our shirts were 
laid out in an immaculate dressing 

room, with our names on the 
back.  It’s something every young 
footballer dreams of; it is still 
sinking in now, as I’m writing this 
several weeks later.

I was lucky to be one of the 11 who 
started the game, but just being 
part of that whole experience is 
something I will cherish for the 
rest of my life.  We lined up in 
the tunnel before the game, in 
anticipation.  That moment when 
we walked out on to the ultimate 
stage is an image etched on my 
mind.  The colossal stands that 
enclose the playing field leave 

you with your mouth wide open; I 
looked around and wondered how 
the England players manage to 
contain their emotions when there 
are upwards of 80,000 fans packed 
into the stadium.  Unfortunately, 
we were defeated 3-2 after an 
exciting, end-to-end game.  It was 
a shame not to top off the whole 
occasion by lifting the trophy, and 
I was gutted at the time.  However, 
looking back, I’m just truly grateful 
that my journey in the game has 
led me to this point.  I will continue 
to play the sport I’m passionate 
about and will always encourage 
others to do the same! 

The next part of my journey will 
take place in Michigan, USA.  I 
have signed for a team called 
Grand Rapids FC, who play in the 
fourth tier of the American football 
Pyramid.  It is an exciting period 
for me and I don’t know what the 
future holds.  I am proud of what 
I have achieved so far; however, I 
still have the desire to push myself 
further and see what else I can 
accomplish!
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For a life of service, we give our thanks
Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh
1921 – 2021

Prince Philip will be remembered not only as the husband of the 
Queen and a long-serving royal, but also as the founder of the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award scheme, through which he inspired and touched 
the lives of countless young people.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award co-ordinator Mr Leonard recalls the 
occasions he met Prince Philip at the royal residences with students 
who had completed their Gold Award …

Prince Philip was an amazing man and will be sorely missed.  I was 
fortunate that every time I visited St James’s or Buckingham Palace 

with our students, it was always the Duke who presented certificates to 
our group (other royals are always involved).  He was always quick to 
put everyone at ease, and he found time for all: parents, participants 
and helpers alike.  He made everyone feel like a million dollars, showed 
real interest in every story, and he was always lightning quick with a 
witty comment.  I remember him asking a young leader, “Are you one 
of those who gives out the orders or are you one of those who is forever 
running about sorting the maps, repairing the tents and collecting the 
money?”  The man answered proudly, “I do all that running about!”  
“Well done,” replied the Duke, then, after a pause, he turned to the rest 
of the group.  “There’s one born every minute!” he said.

Tom Roberts (alumnus 2016) is currently finishing an MA in Business Management at the 
University of Glasgow. He tells of his encounter with Prince Philip, and of the highs and lows of 
DofE Gold …

“It was a real privilege to meet the Duke at Buckingham Palace and to have him talk to our group.  I 
noticed straight away that he was wearing the most exquisitely made suit.  He asked us what the 
highlights were of each day of the expedition.  We all agreed that it was getting into our tents out 
of the rain.  The feeling of satisfaction at the end of each day after a gruelling trek is unparalleled.  
And the worst bit … drinking water from the streams after adding purification tablets!  After we’d 
finished the expedition, the highlight was having the deepest and longest bath soak of my life, as 
well as eating fresh food!

“Having just undergone a round of graduate management interviews, I have found that a 
packed CV is vital.  Prospective employers love to see the Gold DofE Award.  I think it shows huge 
determination and a willingness to dig deep.  And it’s a great conversation point.”

“DofE has allowed me to use the things I enjoy to help me 
gain experience in a multitude of areas and also to better my 
community at the same time.  I have learned map-reading and 
orienteering, and I have improved my skills of organisation and 
team-work.  I have also been able to develop my skills in acting, 
singing and dancing.  It acts like a gateway to expose people to 
new opportunities and to learn life-skills in a fun, interactive way.”

Faye Slater, 12 McMahon

 “Before DofE I definitely had a fear of failure, and this used to 
stop me from stepping outside my comfort zone a lot.  Having 
tackled Bronze and Silver, and now completing my Gold award, 
I am determined to try new things more of the time, and to 
not allow my worries of it not going perfectly stop me from 
broadening my horizons.”

Sophie Rowland, 12 Prest
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Prince Edward encourages our DofE participants
On Thursday 29 April, I had 
the privilege of meeting Prince 
Edward, Earl of Wessex on a video 
call with the Lord Lieutenant for 
Tyne and Wear, Her Majesty’s 
special representative in the 
county, as part of a regional event 
to discuss the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award. 

I was accompanied at this virtual 
event by Mr Leonard and Logan 
Black in Year 9, and together 
we ‘met’ with many other DofE 
groups and charities which were 
recognised for their hard work. 

A great number of students have 
completed the Award, and it was 
wonderful to be able to share 
and celebrate their commitment, 
as well as my own.  Towards the 
end of the call, we had the good 
fortune of chatting with the Earl 
for a longer time.  He took great 
interest in the activities the other 
students and I had completed, 
and thanked us for our help in the 
community, working with people 
from all walks of life as part of 
the Volunteering section of the 
Award.

A large proportion of the call was 
spent discussing how lockdown 
and the pandemic had impacted 
our DofE experience and how we 

overcame any problems we faced.  
I described my work before the 
pandemic, teaching IT skills to 
older people, and how lockdown 
had forced me to adapt and 
instead write letters to elderly 
people in care homes.  I realised 
early in lockdown that the 
isolated feeling that was new to 
me was routine for many people 
living in care homes – especially 
when they could not see loved 
ones during the pandemic.  It 
gave me a unique perspective on 
loneliness, and I decided I wanted 
to help, even if it was in a small 
way.  I found this very rewarding, 
and I discovered a passion for 

sharing joy with people who were 
most in need of it, through poetry, 
which I included in my letters.  
It helped me in a way I had not 
anticipated: it made me reflect 
and develop my creative writing 
skills and boosted my mood in a 
hard lockdown.

I also enjoyed hearing about 
what some of the other students 
had done for their Bronze Award 
during the lockdown, and 
the bake-off Logan described 
sounded very enjoyable.  It felt 
very rewarding to be part of the 
video call and to reflect on the 
work I have done over the past 

year as part of the Award.  DofE 
continues to be an experience 
that broadens my horizons, and 
I strongly encourage younger 
students to sign up, as the 
multiple sections will help to 
break you out of your comfort 
zone, accomplish feats you never 
thought possible, and 
make a lot of friends.

Sophie 
Rowland, 
12 Prest

“The DofE has had a massive impact on my 
life.  Being able to write letters to a care home 
resident for my Volunteering section and going 
on walks and bike rides for my Physical felt so 
rewarding.  Cooking for my Skills section has 
helped me to develop my talents.”

Andrew Richardson, 9 Hartley

“This is my first time participating in the 
DofE and it was quite a daunting prospect as 
I was jumping straight to Gold.  However, it 
has greatly developed my character in many 
ways.  It has also built my confidence: at first, 
I was quite nervous, but now I feel a lot more 
positive about applying for new things, such as 
volunteering at my local charity shop.”

Mikaela Crocker, 12 McMahon

“DofE allows you to go out of your comfort 
zone and try something new, while gaining 
some invaluable skills like teamwork, planning 
and communication.  The whole process 
really is like a journey, from completing your 
sections, to camping away and completing 
an expedition.  For me, the best part is being 
able to break down what at first seems like a 
massive task and find a way to get from point 
A to point B.”

Manesha Sundar, 12 Stewart

“Duke of Edinburgh for me is something that 
has had an impact on my life. It has made me 
who I am today. It is a great way to meet new 
friends, meet new people, learn new skills, be 
someone who you never thought you would 
be and most importantly have fun.  It is what 
I would call a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
that you will never forget.  This is why all of 
you in the lower years, if you get the chance to 
be involved in Duke of Edinburgh, should take 
the opportunity to do so.  It has changed my 
life and I believe it will go on to change many 
other people’s lives in years to come.”

Kyle Ruddy, 12 McMahon
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Northern … not Stupid?
Just before Christmas, we had the pleasure 
of welcoming Mr Sebastian Payne to 
college (virtually, of course), to talk about 
the UK national debt, the issue of the 
North/South divide, and all things Covid-
related.

Mr Payne is the Whitehall Correspondent 
for the Financial Times, specialising in the 
Conservative Party, Brexit and Foreign 
Policy.  He has a regular podcast called 
Payne’s Politics, where he reports on recent 
political news, for example the Covid 
vaccine and, most recently, the end of the 
four-year Brexit process.  In 2019, he was 
named by the Evening Standard as one of 
the most influential journalists in London. 

Originally from Gateshead, Mr Payne has a 
keen interest in the North/South divide and 
is soon to publish a book on the topic.  The 
idea of this disparity between the North 
and South of the country was what stood 
out most during our discussion, especially 
in terms of the coronavirus response: the 
tier system, the economy, and Government 
assistance.  Several thoughts struck me 
about this North/South divide, which is one 
of those issues that undeniably exists but is 
not often spoken about.

I think we can all agree that the UK is, as 
Mr Payne mentioned several times, “too 
London-centric”.  In the 2019 General 
Election, parts of the North-East voted 
for the Conservatives for the first time 
in many decades.  One would hope that 
the Conservatives will, in return for being 
voted in, invest in the North as a part of 
an attempt to ‘level-up’ the North with the 
more prosperous South.  An example cited 
by Mr Payne was: “If you are a businessman 
who has to drive between Newcastle and 
Edinburgh a couple times a week and get 

stuck behind a tractor, that tractor adds 
45 minutes to your journey.  Multiply that 
by the number of people that make that 
journey every week and that is a way that 
you can easily increase the productivity 
[and therefore the economy] of the North-
East.”  The huge investment in the HS2 
high-speed trainline is certainly a major 
step in the right direction: it could halve 
the time taken to travel between London, 
Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds.  But 
it is still 20 years off completion, and on its 
own, it is not going to solve the problem.

Let’s take an example from the coronavirus 
pandemic.  At the end of 2020, the North 
was placed in Tier 3.  The infection rate was 
lower than that of the South and, when the 
Christmas restrictions were introduced, 
the North had a falling ‘R’ rate and many 
of us thought we would be put into Tier 2.  
However, with the new strain mutating in 
the South and the apparent irresponsibility 
of people living there, we were moved 
into Tier 4.  Local businesses are heavily 
impacted, and this was highlighted by 
Mr Payne as he discussed Manchester’s 
response to being put into Tier 3 and the 
damage the lockdown inflicted on the 
Northern economy.  Lockdown 2 had a 

huge impact on the North-East, especially 
with education provision, where the 
funding and ability to provide education 
for schools is nowhere near as high as it is 
in the South.

If we look deeper into the facts and 
statistics, life expectancy for areas of 
London has risen compared to the rest 
of the UK, but the North’s has barely 
changed and, in some areas, it has actually 
fallen (around 72 for men in Manchester 
compared to 83 in East Dorset, as of 
2013).  In education, as well, we are at a 
disadvantage.  Schools in the South, as 
mentioned, get more funding than we do 
in the North, and their results for GCSE and 
A level typically reflect that, with better 
grades coming from those down South on 
average, where they are 40% more likely to 
achieve the top GCSE grades. 

So to conclude, there is a clear North/
South divide.  That is something we 
cannot, and will not, deny.  As many of you 
will no doubt have seen over Christmas, 
lots of people put on their Instagram 
stories the post about us being ‘Northern, 
not Stupid’.  This was something that 
resonated as part of Mr Payne’s message; 
the UK is too focused on the South, and in 
many regards the North has been left in the 
last century by the Government.  But the 
North has so much to offer and it is unfair 
that it is not given equal opportunities 
to thrive and prosper.  Projects like HS2 
show that the government knows the 
North needs greater investment, better 
opportunity and more equality.  And let’s 
hope it happens.  Because one 
thing is for sure:
We are Northern, not 
Stupid.

Sean Hobson, 12 Phillips
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A Star.

A cosmic traveller.

Gathered by many but kept by few

I glided through the cosmos, searching for home.

A child: small and soft and perfect, enough light to begin. Under the skin I rested in, hers to belong.

As she grew, I grew too. Stronger, brighter, lighter, clearer though the raindrop tears like

Warm Pearls clinging to her smile for warmth. I followed her where she went

Kissed the ground she walked on and left her illuminated under a

Heavenly light, like an actor bowing her crown to the crowd in the

Spotlight glittering under my glow, like a rainbow she shone. Moonlight

Beam. Night light to the world, lighting up their world in darkness as they knelt.

Light Gatherer. I fell like a star into her lap       and she – like a soft mother – comforted,

Mirroring me until she was me,                                      we were light in the wide blue yonder

Flying together illuminating                                                         the tunnelling jewels of the world.

We left together                                                                                                               At the opening out.

Light at                                                                                                                                                         the end.

Gathered in her heart.

The Gathered Light
By Isaac Stamper (inspired by Carol Anne Duffy’s The Light Gatherer)

An Ode to Scafell
Thy crested, frozen peaks glisten with snow;

If stone is grey, why then thy roots be black?

Thy majesty brings mountaineers in tow

Upon thy jagged ice and stone-cold back.

Thy haggard face bringeth not glacial tears,

And yet thy head is veiled with frozen white.

Thy lithic seed hath grown for many years;

The gleaming sun beats down with rays of light,

And when thou look out over thine home vale

All beings down below are in thine rule;

Each creature cometh through thy mighty dale,

The land adorned with thine majestic jewel.

And yet of all the mounts in this domain,

Thy brother mount is sure thy glory’s bane.

Elliott Gledhill, 7 Garcia
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