
DRAMA  

What is a Monologue? 

How do I perform a Monologue? 
 

Hello Year 6, we hope you enjoy this Drama work and we look forward to meeting you 
all when you join us in September. 
 

A monologue  pronounced  mono – log,  is a speech is given by a single character. It is 
often used in plays you would see in the theatre but nowadays, it is sometimes used 
in film and television. 
 

A monologue is delivered to people, it is it 

expresses what a character in thinking ‘inside’ 

their head OR is allows the character to talk to 

the audience. A monologue does not have to be 

at the start or end of a play, they can happen at 

any time during the play or film.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

What do film makers or playwrights use monologues for?  

 

 

 

• It helps the character express their ‘true’ feelings. 

• It allows the character to talk to the audience.  

• The audience get to ‘know’ their thoughts. 

• It helps the playwright, or the film maker, tell the 
story (or plot) of the play / film.  

 

A monologue is 
usually written in 

first person – ‘I’ Interesting fact:  
The word ‘monologue’ is a combination of the Greek 
words monos meaning speak and logos meaning alone. 
So … monos + logos = monologue.  



How do I perform a Monologue?  
 

1. First, read the monologue. (Below.) 

2. Think about what the character is trying to describe/tell us, what 
are they thinking? 

3. Think about how you would perform this to an imagined audience.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. To help get you started, we have underlined some words to try and emphasise.  
5. Say those words a little louder than the others to show how important they are. 
6. Now try to think about words you would like to emphasise and underline them in 

the script. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7. Now watch this clip to give you some ideas of how you may choose to perform it. 
Have a look at when the actor uses gestures (movements using her hands, that 
emphasis the point). Now try performing the monologue using both emphasis 
and gestures. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ganMDkDE-VA  

 
 

 

WHAT IS EMPHASIS 
 
Emphasis is where a 
performer will stress a 
particular word or phrase 
within a sentence to show it’s 
important. To stress a word, 
they may project their voice 
or use intonation to draw 
attention to it. 
 

WHAT IS PROJECTION 
 
Projection means to 
make your voice 
louder and clearer. 
You make your voice 
sound more powerful, 
giving your voice a 
stronger sound.  

WHAT IS INTONATION 
Intonation is the 
changing of tone in a 
person's voice when 
sounding out particular 
words. It often reflects 
emotions. Intonation also 
helps us to say what we 
mean. 

Gesture: an universal movement which clearly communicates 

meaning … A wave, a thumbs up, a shake of the head. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ganMDkDE-VA

