
 

 
5 November 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I would like to begin by thanking you for your support and patience as we continue to seek to 
navigate the complexities of doing all we can to provide the best educational experience possible 
whilst seeking to adhere to and respect the advice of our local public health team.  I am writing to 
provide an important update about our response to the rising number of cases in Gateshead. 
 
We have had a good week in College with very little disruption to our provision as a result of the 
measures we have introduced.  The big change has, of course, been to co-curricular activities which 
have been on hold this week.  Most co-curricular activities will not take place next week although 
some fixtures and creative arts activities will resume.  Students should assume that they should 
follow the same arrangements as this week unless told otherwise.  It is, however, our firm intention 
to resume all co-curricular activities the week after (from 15 November) unless there has been a 
significant increase in Covid cases associated with College.  
 
Most other activities have been able to go ahead as planned although you will know that very large 
gatherings such as our weekly College Celebration have moved online.  In line with this approach, I 
can confirm that all of the planned Parents’ Welcome Evenings for this term will now take place 
online.  These events are for all parents and students in each year group and provide an opportunity 
for senior leaders to share with parents and students key information about our academic strategy 
and personal development programme, as well as providing an opportunity for parents to ask 
questions via email that will be addressed during the course of the evening. 
 
We have also very reluctantly agreed to cancel the planned public events for this term.  I am aware 
that so many in our College community have been looking forward to the Carol Service, in particular.  
It forms for many of us, myself included, a key part of the start of the Christmas season.  However, 
on balance and given our heightened duty of care towards both students and also our staff, we 
believe it would not be right to hold this event this year.  It remains our firm intention to proceed 
with the College Production of “The Sound of Music” as planned and to be able bring the whole 
College together for Sports Day and Presentation Evening later in the academic year.  
 
We will, of course, keep students and parents informed about further changes in College as more 
clarity emerges as to the extent of the risks and concerns about Covid in Gateshead.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr M Waterfield 
Principal 
 


