
 
 
18 March 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I am writing to clarify for all parties our expectations in respect of behaviour for all Emmanuel 
students.  In general, behaviour is exceptional, and the vast majority of students behave with 
maturity, kindness and respect.  We are very proud of the attitudes and character of our students.  
As a result, concerning behaviour is very rare; this is because of the high standards set for students 
and the very clear consequences that we have always upheld.  I am writing to clarify and restate 
these high expectations for the benefit of the very small number of students who need to hear it. 
 
The last two years have been exceptionally challenging.  The disruption that students have 
experienced has been disorientating and, without a doubt, has limited opportunities for students to 
form good habits and ultimately, grow in character.  For this reason, we have sought during this time 
to be more flexible than we have been in the past in terms of working with students when things go 
wrong.  This has applied to student conduct towards staff, towards each other, in terms of uniform 
and presentation, and in terms of responsibility for learning. 
 
It is now, however, the time to return to the very high expectations of students that Emmanuel has 
always been known for.  It is because of these high expectations that hundreds of parents apply to 
Emmanuel each year, most of whom are deeply disappointed when we are unable to offer them a 
place.  If we fail to uphold the standards that has made Emmanuel the school that parents have 
been keen to invest in, we will undermine all that we do.  I want to make clear our intention to 
return to the very clear expectations of behaviour and conduct that were in place before the 
pandemic and to ensure that these are upheld in the months and years to come.  By doing so, we 
honour the students of the past for whom the reputation of the College is so important and ensure 
that now and into the future this school is a place where students can be free to achieve their full 
potential, whatever their background or ability.  
 
Very specifically, I want to be clear about what will happen in these very rare but very serious cases. 
 

1. Physical assault against another student in the context of peer-on-peer abuse or in a fight 
will almost always result in the student or students being asked to leave College (as a 
permanent exclusion).  This has long been our approach.  Holding such a firm line on this 
matter means that, on the whole, our students have been protected from the awful 
pressure that violence in schools places on young people.  It is essential that this continues. 

2. Serious defiance towards adults in authority will always be challenged and when it is 
persistent or particularly serious, it will result in a suspension from College.  Defiance or 
disrespectful behaviour towards either myself or either of our Vice Principals will almost 
always result in suspension.  

3. Peer-on-peer abuse and bullying will be dealt with firmly and effectively in line with our 
zero-tolerance approach.  Parents and students can be reassured that robust action will be 
taken in each case of peer-on-peer abuse and persistent or very serious incidents will result 
in permanent exclusion. 



4. Students must never bring illegal items into College.  It is, of course, very rare that a 
student would bring in anything of this nature, including illegal drugs, into College.  We know 
that the reason this is rare is because we have a very clear view that doing so will almost 
always result in permanent exclusion.  

 
I would be very grateful if you would spend some time talking with your child about these 
expectations as well as the code of conduct and uniform code, both of which can be found in the 
study file.  Thank you for your ongoing support and partnership in preparing your children for the 
exceptional future they have ahead of them.  My hope is that students will be encouraged to know 
that they continue to be part of a school that prioritises safety, order and respect and that we will 
take uncompromising steps to maintain this. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr M Waterfield 
Principal 
 


