
To: Year 11 
 

 
11 March 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we approach the summer examinations, it is important that our students are fully prepared and 
in the best possible way.  For the past two years GCSE exams have not taken place, however this 
year, the government has confirmed that exams will go ahead. 
 
To recognise the disruption students have faced over the last two years, the Department for 
Education and the examination boards have put in place measures to support students and make 
exams fairer, and we can now share this information with you. 
 
What is being done to ensure fairness in this year’s exams? 
Students will benefit from adaptations to exams and the approach to grading this year to minimise 
the impact of the pandemic on their education.  Each subject has released advance information, 
which I previously shared with you via the newsletter.  In some courses, such as English literature 
and history, the adaptations have involved content simply being removed.  In other subjects such as 
maths and science, there is specific information regarding the material to appear on each paper, 
together with additional formula sheets being issued.  Some subjects which include coursework, 
such as sports science, have had one piece of the coursework removed.  All these measures will 
ensure that students can focus their learning and revision in the coming weeks, which in previous 
years would not have been the case.  
 
How will my child know of these exact changes and choices in each subject? 
Teachers will be informing students of the exact changes in their subjects and the exam boards for 
which they will be entered.  Students do not need to worry - teachers at Emmanuel College have 
been reviewing changes and adapting teaching plans to reflect the information received since it was 
published by exam boards on 7 February.  Each subject has an advance information sheet which has 
been issued to every student, detailing what will be examined and what will not.  It is important for 
all students to pay attention to this to ensure that every minute is spent on relevant work. 
 
This detail also appears on each subject’s ‘ItsLearning’ page and additional resources have been 
included to ensure that students focus on the right areas.  For example, in maths, additional past 
papers and revision resources have been produced, covering only those topics to be included.  
Please do look at this information, so you can offer support.  Your child’s teacher will explain what 
the changes mean to their subjects and also the decisions that have been made. 
 
Will students know the questions for their exams before they sit it? 
No.  The additional information aims to focus student revision without providing the exact questions 
to appear in the exam.  For example, exam boards are avoiding providing so much detail that 
answers could be pre-prepared and memorised but the information will look different for each 
subject and exam board, reflecting the nature of those subjects and their assessments.  Again, your 
child’s teachers will explain these to students. 
 



What about the grading of exams this year, is it the same as previously? 
Ofqual’s plans for grading this summer means that grading profiles will not return to pre-pandemic 
levels immediately, thus recognising the challenges these students have faced.  Ultimately, Ofqual 
are saying that exams will be graded more generously this year. 
 
Will I get further information regarding how my child is performing? 
All Year 11 students will have sat trial exams in English, English literature, maths and the sciences 
over the last few days.  Each student will receive these results on Wednesday, 23 March in a ‘mini 
results day’.  This will, hopefully, reflect the scenario in the summer, giving students the experience 
of collecting their results.  Students will not be informed of the results of the trial exams before 23 
March. 
 
On Thursday 7 April, we will also produce an interim report, detailing the ‘working at’ grade in each 
qualification and a Responsibility for Learning (RFL) grade.  
 
What are the practical arrangements during the exam period? 
The written exams for the year group commence on Monday 16 May.  The exams are spread over a 
longer period, compared to previous years.  Students will follow their normal timetable when not in 
exams until at least the majority of exams have been completed.  This is likely to be at least up to 
Friday 17 June.  This will be particularly useful this year, as teachers will be able to tailor their 
teaching, revision sessions and intervention to the exam papers, and also the advance information 
supplied by the exam boards.  I will write to you in due course regarding the precise arrangements.  
The exam boards have designated Wednesday 29 June 2022 as a contingency day for examinations.  
Student must be available to sit an exam up to and including this date. 
 
Students have been working incredibly hard to cope with the challenges that Covid has brought over 
the last two years; their resilience to Covid disruption has shone through.  As a school, please be 
assured that we are doing everything we can to ensure your child is fully prepared for the exams 
they will sit in the summer.  Mrs Hall, Vice Principal, and myself speak to the year group on a weekly 
basis about the challenges and expectations of the coming weeks.  During these sessions, we will be 
giving students practical advice and support as well as sharing effective revision approaches and 
practices.  Our main piece of advice is to make every minute count, to encourage students to take 
every opportunity available in school and beyond to support their studies.  What happens in the next 
35 school days will have a significant impact on their future opportunities.  
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact myself, Mrs Hall or specific Heads of Department if you 
have any queries regarding exam information. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr D Ridley 
Assistant Vice Principal, Academic Standards 


