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AGENDA



September Next Year - 2026



• Future-Self Message

If they could 
send one 
message back in 
time, what 
would they say 
to you right 
now?



KEY DATES:

17 November – 28 November: Trial Exams 2

19 December: Trial Exams Results Day

15 January: Year 11 Academic Consultation Evening 

2 March – 6 March: Trial Exams 3

20 August: GCSE Results Day

7 May – 19 June: GCSE exams



What's in the Bag?



Navigating successfully 
through Year 11



Am I Exam Ready?

Since the start of term, Year 
11 have lost:
807 minutes of learning.
Who is getting 100% on their 
Sparx?
In the first week of term: 168.
In the second week: 175.



+

+

+

1 day a month

3 days a month

More than 3 days 
a month

Nationally, pupils with 95%+ 
attendance were 2 times more 
likely to achieve a Grade 5 or 
above in Maths and English than 
those with 90 – 95% attendance.

So cutting your absence from 2 
days a month to 1 day a month 
doubles your chances of getting a 
5+ in Maths and English.

What’s the 1 most significant 
thing you can do to give yourself 
the best chance?

Come to school every day.

2 days a month



Year 11 
Attendance Days lost a month

GCSE Maths grade 
compared to the 
national average

100% Zero +1.0

95-100% 1 day a month +0.8

90-95% 1 day a fortnight +0.4

80-90% 1 day a week 0

70-80% 3 days a fortnight -1.0

50-70% 2 days a week -1.7

< 50%
More than 2 days a 

week
-1.8



How should we act in class
and how should I revise?



What does this mean for revision?
These strategies do not work:

• Reading your notes.
• Re-reading your notes.
• Highlighting your notes.
• Copying your notes from one page to another.
• Underlining your notes.
• Watching YouTube videos.



What does work for revision?
Strategies that make your memory work hard:

• Total recall.
• Drawing mind maps from memory then checking them 

against your notes.
• Doing essay plans and essay skeletons
• Creating and using flash cards.
• Answering past exam questions
• Doing independent learning on platforms like Sparx or 

Kayscience.



One top Revision Skill: Total Recall
1) Get a blank notepad or exercise book and a pen.

2) Turn to a new page and write the subject and topic at 
the top that you want to practise recalling.

3) Spend 10 minutes (no more) against the clock filling 
the page with everything you can remember. Draw 
links between topics where appropriate. Don’t look 
at your notes in this time. 

4) When the time is up. Get your notes and add in a 
different coloured pen anything that you missed out.

5) That’s it! Next time pick a different topic or different 
subject. 



What can I do this weekend?

Maths - 
Quadratics

Exam Qs

History – 
1930 – 1935 

Germany

Mind map

Biology - 
Mitosis

Flashcards

Maths - 
Functions

Exam Qs

Chemistry - 
Filtration

Mind map

Geography – 
Ecosystems

Total Recall

French – 
House and 

Home

Flashcards

English – 
Poetry 
Quotes

Flashcards

English – 
Inspector 

Calls

Knowledge 
map

RE – 18 
Passages

Total Recall

Drama – 
Roles & 
Respon.

Flashcards



What support will I have?



Why should you go to your BTG sessions?
Students who attended their BTG sessions last year were:

• Twice as likely to achieve 5s in English and Maths.

• Four times as likely to achieve at least a 5 in all their subjects.

• Had a 70% greater chance of achieving an average of a grade 7 in all their 
subjects.

• Had an 80% greater chance of achieving at least one grade 9.





If you miss these. You miss out!





Getting Exam Ready – Getting Support

1. Look through the Revision Booklet, Revision 
Checklists and other information we have 
given out. What techniques are you going to 
use for each subject?

2. Have a conversation at home about the 13 
Getting Exam Ready questions, where can 
you improve? What should be your focus this 
term? 

3. Decide on your revision schedule – when can 
you revise during the week?

4. Schedule in two 25-minute revision sessions 
for this weekend.

5. When you receive the BTG email, sit down 
and agree on attendance.



A Recipe For Success



GCSEs Without Losing Me

Can year 11 be fun? 



The Exams Monster 



Time is precious 



Time is precious 





• Raw materials
• Trust us
• Talk to your teachers 

• Time
• Structure

• Be organised
• Without it, its just coal 

• Pressure
• There can be too much
• Wisdom (parents know you best)
   

How do we make the diamond of  
GCSE success How to make a diamond?



REVISION TIPS FOR MATHEMATICS:

1. Sparx Maths – Get 100% each week by the Wednesday your 
homework is due. Parents, check your child’s dashboard in an 
evening to see if the homework is complete!

Utilise your revision checklist to review key topics and identify 
areas that need improvement.

2. Maths Genie – Practice past exam 
questions to build familiarity with the 
exam format and strengthen your 
problem-solving skills.



CASE STUDIES:

Student A: Achieved a grade 4 in the November trial exams. Started to 
complete 100% of homework each week on Sparx and 1-2 hours on 
independent learning in addition using their QLA checklist from the trial 
exams. In the summer exams, achieved a grade 7 and is now studying A-
Level Maths.

Student B: Achieved a grade 5 in the November trial exams. Started 
Sparx homework each week but never completed to 100%. In the 
summer exams, achieved a grade 5.



Revising for your Science exams



There are two main things you need to do – 
learn the content and practice your exam skills

Learning the content

• Sources to help you:
• Knowledge organisers
• Revision guide
• Kayscience
• Online videos
• Online (Kerboodle) 

textbook
• Seneca
• GCSE Teams pages



Learning the content

• Test yourself!
• Make mind maps from memory of topics, then use the 

knowledge organiser / revision guide / GCSE specification 
to see what you missed

• Cover up parts of your knowledge organiser and test 
yourself on key facts and key vocabulary

• Ask someone at home or a friend to use your revision guide 
or knowledge organiser to quiz you on the facts

• Don’t forget the required practicals!



Practising exam skills

• The best way to practice exam skills is to complete past papers and mark 
them.

• You can find these on the AQA website, Kayscience, or ask your teacher.



Making the most of

Kayscience contains:
• Video recaps of every topic, including the required practicals.
• Fact recall quizzes.
• A collection of 3-6 mark past paper questions with marking guidance.
• Live tuition during the exam season. 

• You don’t need to wait for your teacher to assign work on here for you – use it independently!
• If you don’t know your login – see your teacher ASAP!



Top tips – ‘wordy’ questions, tables and graphs

• When there is a lot of text, a diagram or a graph in the question 
stem – analyse it carefully! 

• Annotate and highlight important pieces of information before 
you look at what the question is asking.



Top tips – required practical activities

Revise the content of the practical activities – using online videos 
to view them again if necessary.

These may count for up to 15% of the overall marks for the 
qualification. 

Many questions will focus on investigative skills and how well 
students can apply what they know to practical situations often in 
novel contexts.



Science in sixth form leads to excellent destinations

Pharmacy
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Nursing
Biomedical Sciences
Medicine
Optometry
Zoology

Cardiac physiology
Physiotherapy
Paramedic science
Biochemistry
Primary teaching
Midwifery 
Marine biology
Astrophysics



What can students do to support their revision 
in English Literature immediately?

Write summaries to revise plot

Create character profiles

Learn quotations: read it, write it, speak it!

Create mind-maps to record quick notes and illustrate symbolism



Engaging with Retrieval. Building Knowledge.



Wednesday 

Period 5  
12.20 – 13.05

Lecture Theatre

8.00 – 8.20 AM
Lecture Theatre



What can you do with A Level English Literature?

• Develops highly transferable skills, opening doors to further 
study and a wide range of careers in fields like publishing, 
journalism, marketing, law, and teaching.

• The strong analytical, communication, and critical thinking skills 
gained are valued across many industries.

• You can progress to a university degree in English Literature, 
English Language, or related subjects, 

• Pursue professional roles such as 
copywriter, editor, journalist, marketing executive, or teacher.



What can you do with A Level English Language?

A Level English Language also offers a multi-faceted skill-based approach to a 
range of careers:

• Writing & Publishing:
Become an editor, copywriter, journalist, content creator, or technical writer.
• Marketing & Public Relations:
Apply your skills to marketing, advertising, social media management, and public relations 
roles.
• Law:
The analytical skills gained are valuable for legal careers, such as in law or as a paralegal.
• Linguistics & Technology:
Pursue degrees and careers in linguistics, speech therapy, or work in the tech industry on AI 
development and speech recognition for digital assistants.



Year 11 English Information Evening 
Tuesday 11 November 5:30 – 7:00pm                 Refreshments provided.
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